tthew 5:14-16

Overcoming The Sight That Is Blind




A King’s Dark Heart & &
A Prophet’s Painful
Enlightenment

David had the sight that was blind!
o He could see the sin of others...
But was blind to see the sin that was his



/.
{ Nathan Confronts King David f

About His Sight That Is Blind

2Sa 12:1 The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, "There were two men in a
certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3
but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew wp wiith,
‘him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a
daughter to him. 4 “"Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of
his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come te him. Instead, he took the ewe -
lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had eome to him.” 5 David burned ‘
with anger against the man and said te Nathan, "As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this
deserves to die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had ne P
pity.” 7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'l :
anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 | gave your master's house to
you, and your master's wives into your arms. | gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had \‘_--'f
been too little, | would have given you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by dlonng
what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and teok his wife to be your
| own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never diepaﬂ
from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.” 11
~ "This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own household | am going te bring calamity upon you. Be 1
L (_.. r very eyes | will take your wives and gjive them to one who is close to you, and he will lie wilh
pad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but | will do this thing in broad daylight bef@n

) said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied, "The LORD
. You are not going to die. 14 But because by doing this you have made the en
contempt, the son born to you will die." (2 Samuel 12:1-14, NIV) i
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L David witnessed the Terror of
. Darkness & the Terror of Light '

.+ Ifthere is a terror about darkness because we

. cannot see, there is also a terror about light because
we can see. There is a terror about light because
much of what we see in the light abeut ourselves
and our world we would rather not see, would rather

not have be seemn. — rrederick Buechner, U. S. writer and preacher (1926-);
Frederick Buechner, The Hungering Dark (HarperOne, 1985), p. 50
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.+ This is especially true if one is a member of the bedy of Christ, yet

4

,,..,,f‘.‘overtaken in a sin unknown to the congregation of the Lord

. Distraction from self or redirection to the sins of another in order to -
}ave oneself from too close an examination of one’s own sins...

v at King David did when confronted by the Prophﬂe‘
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The True Light of the Gospel IS not
Prejudlced nor does it show favoritism...

-‘,.a;"’The Iight that exposes the darkness in the lives of others, is the same light that
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om sinners. Come out from among the pagan. Do not mingle with their abominations; do not name them. Yo
2d says to you, awake from false security, rouse from the death of sin, and Christ shall enlighten you.” — Alb




Redirecting to “big sins”...

* + The “Sight That Is Blind” sees:
! _The sexually immoral

- —The idolaters

. —The adulterers

. —The male prostitutes

. —The homosexual offenders
_—The drunkards

The Swindlers
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- We can easily quote...
. “Do you not know that the wicked will
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not
be deceived: Neither the sexually
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers
©  nor male prostitutes nor homosexual
' offenders 10 nor thieves nor the
. greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers

swindlers will inherit the kingdom:
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thians 6:9-10, NIV
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}/ The “Sight that is Blind” often CAN NOT see
. these sins or the damage they inflict upon the

church:

- Complaining

-+ Gossiping

%Showi-ng Favoritism

; j;';,ﬁNot serving others

= Not having a thankful attitude
t sharing one’s faith —.
S WARNING SIGNS for those who engage




Controversial Subjects
Complaining

Gossiping

Showing Favoritism
Not serving others

Not having a thankfulk

Not sharing one’s faith “Euke 9:26; 2 Timothy 1:7-10
Watching/listening impure - Psalm 101:3

Course joking « Ephesians 5:4

Pride * Proverbs 8:13
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So please...




ii But the “Truth” Sees
3 & the “Truth” Warns

Y “But the cowardly, the unbelieving,
the vile, the murderers, the sexualllly

s b s Vace Wlll be in the flery lake of
urning sulfur. This is the second

fE" (John, Revelation 21: 8, N

/e ation 21:8, NIV
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’“ - John McCain & A Message of Light

Duvmg the 2008 presidential race,
. John McCain was asked by Time
"f.,gmagazme to share hIS personal

cCam shared a powerful story of
C methvng that occurred while he

ap nsoner of war in Vietnam
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!» John McCain & A Message of Light (contlnnued) @

. a?.-‘

. “When | was a prisoner of war in Vietnam...my captors would tie
{ my arms behind my back and then loop the rope around my neck
- and ankles so that my head was pulled down between my knees. |
was often left like that throughout the night. One night a guard
| came into my cell. He put his finger to his lips signaling for mete «
20 be guiet and then loosened my ropes to relieve my pain. The next
| movnmg when his shift ended, the guard returned and retightened’ =
. the ropes, never saying a word to me. A month or so later, on |\
.-,«fv.-‘Chwstmas Day, | was standing in the dirt courtyard when | saw P
that same guard approach me. He walked up and stood silently
néxﬂo me, not looking or smiling at me. Then he used his
laled foot to draw a cross in the dirt. We stood wordlessly
Ng & thecr@ss remembering the true light of Christma S,
darkness of a Vietnamese prison camp.” 3

leCain, "A Light amid the Darkness," Time © rm;agazme (8-18-08), p. 40; submiti
executive vice president, Christianity Today International’ —



We all are . or have been,
“prisoners of Satan™...

5;".,"“...for all have sinned and fall short of the
& glory of God,...” (Paul, Romahs 3:23, NIV)

I No one is clean in and of himself or
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. ...except for this one thing, the Light of
.~ the Gospel Message of Jesus Christ...

¢ “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you
£ also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the

. Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make

. our joy complete. 5 This is the message we have heard from him

6 If we claim to have fellowship with hin yet wallk in the darkness,

i We lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But If We Walk in the
e M ht, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin...9 W

fess QuI SiNs, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 0
purify us from all unrighteousness.” (John, the Apos
ohn 1:3-7,9, NIV) il
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Only in Jesus do we find the cure ,
from the “Sight that is Blind™! :

_;.-.-Only in Jesus are we free to see!

4 M@ht of the word. Whoever follows
[m e will never walk in darkness, but will
ave the light of life.” ¥
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We are Leaving the Darkness
& Living the Light



