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The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅCǊƻƳ CƻŎǳǎ hƴ ¢ƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅΧ
ÅBattered by high rates of divorceand cohabitation, 

unwed child-bearingand the push for so-called same-
sex "marriage" and civil unions, marriage is in a state of 
crisis. Recent cultural changes without historical 
precedent have influenced an increasing number of 
Americans to view this fundamental institution as 
optional, disposable and open to redefinition. In this 
context of marital decline, political and ideological battles 
rage between those who view marriage as a transient 
human invention ςready for updating and revision ςand 
those who regard marriage as natural and fundamental to 
humanity ςessential to a flourishing civilization.

http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/marriage_and_family/marriage.aspx


The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅWhen one considers the social structure of 
civilization, family is clearly the foundational 
unit upon which church and government rest. 
Families are created and held together by the 
lifelong commitment of a man and a woman 
who live cooperatively and raise and nurture the 
children born to them. Families are the 
building blocks essential to the formation of a 
community, and strong social structure arises 
from the foundation many families provide.



The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅNot only is marriage vital to society, the 
benefitsof marriage for individual adults and 
children are well-documented. In general, 
married people live longer, spend less time in 
the hospital, have higher incomes and enjoy 
greater emotional support. Children raised by 
their mother and father are less likely to live in 
poverty or drop out of school and are more 
likely to finish college. They are also at lower 
risk for becoming sexually active in their teen 
years.



The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅThis beneficial, cohesive family unit, 
however, faces unprecedented challenges 
today, including divorce, cohabitation, 
out-of-wedlock birthsand fatherlessness
ςtrends which contribute to lessened family, 
individual and community welfare. One study 
estimates that divorceand unwed 
childbearingalone cost U.S. taxpayers more 
than $112 million a year. 1



The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅOne key ingredient in a father-mother household is the 
presence and influence of two distinct genders ςmale and 
female. Research and common sense tell us that 
girls and boys need role models of both genders, but 
research further reveals that fathers and mothers 
contribute uniquely to their children. Dr. David Popenoe, 
author of Life Without Father: Compelling New Evidence 
that Fatherhood and Marriage are Indispensableto the 
Good of Children and Society, writes that, "The two sexes 
are different to the core, and each is necessaryς
culturally and biologically ςfor the optimal 
development of a human being."



The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅJust as each gender is important for child 
development, the absence of one parent has 
implicationsfor a child. For example, 
compared to children from intact homes, 
children of divorce are far more likely to 
struggle academically, live in poverty, engage 
in drug and alcohol use and other high-risk 
behaviors, commit suicide, and experience 
psychiatric problems and relationship failure 
in adulthood.



The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅCohabitationalso presents increased risks for 
children. Most children in cohabitating 
homes live with their biological mother and 
not their biological father. Numerous studies 
find that children living in cohabitating 
situations are at increased risk for sexualand 
physical abuse and violence. 



!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊ !ǘǘŀŎƪΗ
LǘΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ Lǎ 5!5Η

ÅThe National Marriage Project warns, 
"The evidence suggests that the most 
unsafe of all family environments for 
children is that in which the mother is 
living with someone other than the 
ŎƘƛƭŘϥǎ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦά

ÅRutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey (http://marriage.rutgers.edu/)

http://marriage.rutgers.edu/
http://marriage.rutgers.edu/
http://marriage.rutgers.edu/
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Family Is Under Attack!
ÅIts Best Defense Is The Presence of DAD!



Family Is Under Attack!
ÅIts Best Defense Is The Presence of DAD!

ÅAll The More If He Is A Christian DAD!
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Praise For The Presence Of The Father In The Home!

ÅOne of the most fundamental, best and 
successful guarantees for a child to have a 
safe and blessed life is the presence of their 
biological father!

ÅAmazingly, it is the presence of the biological 
father that most ensures emotional and 
physical wellbeing into the life of children.

ÅEvidence strongly suggests the biological 
father is the best protector of the family.
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Three Things That Fathers Can Do 
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ÅLove Your God
ïNot just any ordinary talk of 
love!
ïbƻΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ ϧ 
άŘŜŜǇέ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƳƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ 
that touches all aspects of a 
ƳŀƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ



Men!  Love God with your ALL!

άOne of the teachers of the law came and 
heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had 
given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of 
all the commandments, which is the most 
important?"  29  "The most important one," 
answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one.  30  Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your 
souland with all your mind and with all your 
strength.'  " (Mark 12:28-30, NIV).



Three Things That Fathers Can Do 
For Their Children

ÅLƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ Řŀȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛǘǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ

ï Judaism had lost its priorities

ïMuch like our society & religion today is losing its center

ïά¢ƘŜȅ ŎƭǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ 
from traditional interpretations of biblical Laws. But somehow 
all these laws seemed just as important as all the others. 5ƻƴΩǘ 
spit on sand on the Sabbath (because you might inadvertently 
άǇƭƻǿ ŀ ŦǳǊǊƻǿέύ was treated with the same importance as 
άƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΦέRichards, L., & Richards, L. O. (1987). The 
teacher's commentary. Includes index. (628). Wheaton, Ill.: 
Victor Books.

ïThus, Jesus reminds them of their priorities: Love God, Love 
your neighbor!



Three Things That Fathers Can Do 
For Their Children

ÅWŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ 
the contemporary church well:

ïThus, Jesus reminds them of their 
priorities: Love God, Love your neighbor!

ïάThese things are more important than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.έ (Mark 
12:33c, NIV)

ïRelationship is more important than ritual 
in religion!
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ÅLove Your God

ïLoving God with Your All

ÅWith all your heart
Åά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b¢ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ǳǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ kardíafor 

a. the seat of feelings, desires, and passions 
όŜΦƎΦΣ ƧƻȅΣ ǇŀƛƴΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭǳǎǘΧέ

Å Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. (1995, c1985). Theological dictionary of the 
New Testament. Translation of: TheologischesWorterbuchzumNeuenTestament. 
(416). Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans.



Jesus at the Temple

Å{ƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ άheart loveέ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΥ
ÅANGER ςINDIGNATION; passionthinking about God
ÅWƻƘƴ нΥмо  άWhen it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  14  In the temple courts he 
found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting 
at tables exchanging money.  15  So he made a whip out of 
cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables.  16  To those who sold doves he said, 
"Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house 
into a market!"

ÅJohn 2:17  His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal 
for your house will consume me." (John 2:13-17, NIV).



Jesus looking over Jerusalem

Å{ƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ άheart loveέ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΥ

ÅSORROWςTEARS (moved by passion)
Å[ǳƪŜ мфΥпм  άAs he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, 

he wept over it 42  and said, "If you, even you, had only 
known on this day what would bring you peaceτbut now it 
is hidden from your eyes. 43  The days will come upon you 
when your enemies will build an embankment against you 
and encircle you and hem you in on every side.  44  They will 
dash you to the ground, you and the children within your 
walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you 
did not recognize the time of God's coming to you.ά  (Luke 
19:41-44, NIV).


