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The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅCǊƻƳ CƻŎǳǎ hƴ ¢ƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅΧ
ÅBattered by high rates of divorceand cohabitation, 

unwed child-bearingand the push for so-called same-
sex "marriage" and civil unions, marriage is in a state of 
crisis. Recent cultural changes without historical 
precedent have influenced an increasing number of 
Americans to view this fundamental institution as 
optional, disposable and open to redefinition. In this 
context of marital decline, political and ideological battles 
rage between those who view marriage as a transient 
human invention ςready for updating and revision ςand 
those who regard marriage as natural and fundamental to 
humanity ςessential to a flourishing civilization.

http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/marriage_and_family/marriage.aspx


The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅWhen one considers the social structure of 
civilization, family is clearly the foundational 
unit upon which church and government rest. 
Families are created and held together by the 
lifelong commitment of a man and a woman 
who live cooperatively and raise and nurture the 
children born to them. Families are the 
building blocks essential to the formation of a 
community, and strong social structure arises 
from the foundation many families provide.



The American Family Is Under Attack!

ÅNot only is marriage vital to society, the 
benefitsof marriage for individual adults and 
children are well-documented. In general, 
married people live longer, spend less time in 
the hospital, have higher incomes and enjoy 
greater emotional support. Children raised by 
their mother and father are less likely to live in 
poverty or drop out of school and are more 
likely to finish college. They are also at lower 
risk for becoming sexually active in their teen 
years.


