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Colossians 1:1-6 Changed by the Gospel

To start this New Year off, | thought | would preach from a passage that you heard two
sermons on from two different preachers other than me. Both Dr. Chris Martin and
Pastor Hiroya Abe preached from Colossians 1, and now | want to do so as well. But I'm
not going to steal their thunder. They both had wonderful challenging sermons from this
passage, but | want to take a bit of a different focus here than they did. | want to look
specifically at the change the gospel makes in our life. This will introduce our study of
the Gospel Centered Life that begins in our Bible Study classes next week. Let’s begin
by reading Colossians 1:3-6. 3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you,4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the
love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of
this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel,6 which has come to
you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does
among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth... Let’s

pray.

In this passage, the focus is the gospel. It is centered right in the middle ending the first
thought on the results of the gospel in verse 5 and opening the next thought on the
expansion of the gospel in verse 6. | want to focus today primarily on that second part in
verse 6 that really tells us about the expansion of the gospel. But before we get there,
Paul’s thought does begin with the results of the gospel that he saw in the life of the
Colossians. Of course those results were seen first in their faith in Christ. Faith is the
first way that we see the Gospel impact our lives. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, 8 For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. The only way any of us are saved
today is because God did a work in our lives through the power of gospel to give us the
gift of faith so that we could believe in Jesus Christ and receive salvation.

The second result of salvation that Paul saw in these believers at Colossi was the love
that they had for each other. Once again, this love that only God could create in us for
others who are not like us but are our brothers and sisters in Christ, is one of the
primary changes that the gospel brings to our lives. This is the change that Jesus says
will be the primary way that people know that we follow Jesus. John 13:35 says, 35 By
this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” And
finally, he lists a third result of the gospel for those who are saved by its power - hope.
This third result or change that comes from the gospel’s work in our lives is such a
blessing to all of us as we go through life that comes with inevitable sickness, sadness,
loss, grief and for all of us ultimately death. The more we grow in our knowledge of God
and our relationship with Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit’s application of the Word
of God to our lives, the greater we experience this hope. Romans 15:4 says,

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Paul
makes clear that the reason these believers and we also can experience and live out
Faith, Hope and Love in our lives is due to the change that comes with the gospel, so he
transitions with this fact at the end of verse 5, Of this you have heard before in the
word of the truth, the gospel...

The fact that there are tangible results that can be seen in our lives shows that the
gospel leads to real life change. If we truly meet Jesus Christ, our lives will not, they



cannot stay the same. If a man or a woman says they know Jesus Christ, and their life
never shows changes that demonstrate growth in faith, love and hope, then we cannot
say with any certainty that they have truly been saved. This is what God is saying
through the author James in James 2:17-18, 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not
have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show
me your faith apart from your works, and | will show you my faith by my works. While
this scripture is clear that change happens from the gospel, | think most of us don’t tend
to think of the gospel in that way. We tend to think of the gospel in terms of a static
message that we deliver rather than an active truth that continues to change our lives.
Now of course the message of the gospel never does change, but we fail to see just
how powerful the gospel is if we stop applying it or preaching it to ourselves once we
accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. But that is usually what happens. We look
at salvation as the end of gospel work in our life.

Before we move forward, though and see how the gospel expands, let’s remind
ourselves of what the gospel is. At its most basic, the narrative of the Bible is the
Gospel. It starts with Creation. We are all created beings from our first parents, Adam
and Eve that opens the Bible in the book of Genesis. To be a created being by a
Sovereign Creator means that we are responsible to him, and that we are not
accountable to our own ideas but to God’s purpose and plan. That is a problem, because
the second movement of the gospel is the problem of the Fall. Due to Adam’s sin, we
are now all born with a sin nature. As we read the Bible, what becomes all too clear is
that even the best of humans fail to glorify God in many ways. This is the nature of sin.
Romans 3:23 tells us 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God... But it did
not surprise our Sovereign Creator that his human creations had sinned. Starting right
after the fall of mankind into sin, God began to give glimpses and eventually detailed
prophecies of how salvation would be provided for these fallen creatures. Redemption is
the message that is seen across the pages of the Bible. And those pages, those
prophecies, all point to one Redeemer - Jesus Christ. It is Jesus Christ that provides
hope and assurance of restoration. The gospel is not complete with stopping at
redemption, but with redemption comes Restoration. Through faith in that coming
Redeemer, Old Testament Saints were assured of their relationship with God, though
they did not even know his name. And through that same redeemer whose birth, death
and resurrection we now celebrate, we too can be redeemed from sin and experience
restoration of the relationship with our Creator in each of our lives. 2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come. And one day, all creation will be restored under the visible rule and
reign of Jesus Christ. Revelation 21:1-3 says, 21 Then | saw a new heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. This is the
ultimate restoration that the Gospel brings.

It is this Gospel focus of restoration where we are at today. We are not just saved from
sin, but through the process of making us holy or sanctification, God changes us
through the power of the gospel. Which brings us to verse 6 in Colossians 1. 6 which
has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it



also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in
truth... As | already said, in this verse, we see the expansion of the gospel. There are
actually two aspects here that Paul has in mind in how the gospel is growing and
expanding. One is people coming to accept Jesus Christ and follow him as their Lord and
Savior. At that time and even today, people continue to follow Jesus Christ even in spite
of persecution in many places. But notice he says that it is increasing...among you. This
is significant, because he is talking to Christians here who already believed the gospel
and accepted Jesus Christ. If the gospel stopped at salvation, then this statement would
make no sense, that these Christians were seeing an increase in the gospel in their own
lives and church. But it is not just the unsaved that need the gospel, it is those of us
who know Jesus Christ, who also need to see the power of the gospel changing our
lives. Why do Christians live trapped in the same sin they have struggled with for years?
Why do our lives not stand out more against the world around us? Why are our priorities
not more aligned with God’s work and God’s will? It all comes back to the gospel.

We have been saved, but many times we fail to really see the transforming power of the
gospel in our lives. Many times it is because we only see God’s grace as something he
gives to save, but not the ongoing outpouring of God’s grace to change us. We start
looking for other things to provide meaning, fulfillment, purpose and happiness in our
lives rather than God. We have a very small view of the cross or the gospel as limited to
our initial salvation. You can see this pictured on the chart that the Gospel Centered Life
book by Robert Thune and Will Walker calls the “Cross Chart”. When we first get saved,
at conversion, of course we understand the message of the gospel - | am a sinner, and
Jesus died to save me from my sin. But for most of us, that remains the message and
the cross remains the same size as we continue on with our lives. The point that Paul
wants us to see in Colossians 1 and the authors pick up on in the Gospel Centered Life
is that our vision of the Gospel should grow throughout our lives, so that it reflects this
chart on the screen.

But the question is how do we do that? Remember the key truths of the Gospel. There
is a creator God who in his holiness can have nothing to do with our sin, so he sent a
Savior to redeem us and restore our lives. For that restoration to happen, we need to
continue to grow in our awareness of our sinfulness and in comparison, to see just how
holy our God is. The more we realize how holy God is, the more deeply aware of how
sinful we truly are. That’s why this cross chart has one line of the triangle of our life
showing a growing awareness of God’s holiness leading up and another line leading
down showing a growing awareness of our sin. This is the way that the gospel is
continuing to bear fruit even in those who know Christ. As we become aware of our sin,
we become more and more dependent on Christ to live our lives because we know we
are incapable of any good on our own. We also become quicker to apply the truth of
1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. It is this truth of seeing God’s holiness and our
sinfulness in the gospel that Tim Keller speaks of when he defines the gospel in this way:
The gospel is this- We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared
believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than
we ever dared hope.

In 2023, | want to see our church, the body of Christ at YIBC, to recommit to a clear
vision of proclaiming the gospel and sharing Christ with others. | hope to see us have a



strategy that guides us in that mission and ties together our vision as a church, our
leadership structure as we also take up the issue of a new church Constitution, and true
discipleship, not just conversion, as the Great Commission directs us to make disciples.
But before we can address any of those tasks, each of us must be committed to living
out the gospel in our life. In other words, to really being a disciple and follower of Jesus
Christ. How can we share with others what we do not experience in an ever expanding
powerful way in our own lives? When we see the Gospel working in our own life and
changing us in powerful ways, then we cannot help but share that gospel with others,
because we want them to experience what we experience. Romans 1:16 tells us, For |
am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. The unashamed proclamation of the
gospel comes from truly understanding how powerful it really is. It’s power is not just in
conversion, not just a “get out of hell free card” or ticket into Heaven. It’s power is in
the life changing journey of becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ that God wants to take
each of us on. So let me challenge you as we begin this New Year of 2023, will you
commit to this journey of living a gospel centered life? A life, where we never stop
growing, but continue to see the Gospel expand in our own life as we become more fully
aware of God’s holiness and our sinfulness and our need of him. Will you be changed by
the gospel? Let’s pray.



