DV RANDFHE— 12-14 E BR(CEZSN=ENEY

SH. AAEBEREE—IVYFDEBRIDICEKTVWERT, DI TICZODHEENENIZERNE
BIREZEIZZ TULDH\. INOONMERERESBICEDOH(F. BDBEERINERSBRVWN DHDER
Z2EIEPKR—HERTEX UL, /{D0. PROVZFOMOFEESHRBDIEEE-E5E2H<>T
R UTUXRoTERARICET DEDMEHNSWBEO XU, /\OORZFNICEAULTHENED K
SICHAEEELLEEZRENCTIRZIBINENCDOWVWT, 1-4B80KREHZEP L THZIET UK.

ZUT, 5-78T[E, RIIHESBREEHEANTER SN TULWEENARRITEZNSICEE UM
BZERD EIFR U, FUT. RAEENRZRZIEIENDD8-11ET, /INO0OFZF D% L =B8R
(CHZSNTEBRYICDWVWT, RELHEDONIOMICDOVNTH, ZFUTREIIC. . TDBRE
[CIELS ST DECEELEFRNLBREIRBZIOD LIFTWEYT, CNETIET>TERLLD
(C. SBEE—IVYMN2-14E20EQLADOHEZRUTHIAL., INSOFRZLELSIEA
— 29 —=[CHDBDAIIR - FURASDEEDIRETERDI5BFX T, HHETHRD LIFTVWEXT,
DD EEFHNEZ(CHBZ/CVO0DENBEYICOVWTORLTLEREETT, KRELBOID Y
RIET INSOBYICDOVWTDRBHIMEMLE ULI-BBEERD LIFTWET, LT, $8HE
CBIENEELURIFITUVWXT, $ZF5<K. INSORBEICIRDEATLWENGYZSELEST
T<RFF EUTLKBBAICEALVTERUBHRICEEEL ZERFBWVWTL LS, LHUL., FAieBLE
AR ZEZNZFNDFO>TWeE L TH, ZNS0OHMEFUINDERZEFRUTETLETFS
TeHICAWBREICEAL T, BERIBHNROETHBD/I\DOZBULTAD I EER2NRF. fAfe
EN—HITBDEEZLEHEXT, £9. VY RANDFE—1281-381%mATITEBOHERL &
S50 AVVKRANDFIR F— 128~148 12:1 &T. RPles, AZOBMICDOWTII,
EHBREHCHSTICVWTIELLBDFEFEA,

2 CELDEED, HBEHLEHLIERBETH>IEEZICIE. FONBFEE, BOEEZIHWB
BRDEZBICIIHINTITEFR LR, 3 TIDS, HRBENCCRODIEEHZITEEETT, @
DEHEBICEL>TEIEBREN® 1IRIF. DB3bhK) £EE52 &L, £ BEICK
BOTRIFNE, Zhd 1ITRIEETYT) EES5CEETEFEA

INDDRBHEESHNENBYIMATHIHNZEBR L. ZNSEHEHESTESHWBIHNCTDOVLWTESR
ULTWERUZ, EREFDHNDEREBAN,. CD3BZFHHMEL TV EINSDENBIN XS

TERBRBETOAR—HDITERD>TVWDBES T, /INDORENSICDWTEICEZLEATULEL
fco ZFUT, ZDERDHDIRIC, ENNRHD, DEDBRIEE NS DEDBYPEFREN
TWBDHDDEMZBVET, #H5DENBEIBOEFA IR - FURNCELTO@H
HEECERRUESB(CRUTERTBRZEEHDTREFA RO=ZDDET, /\D0OEEYEBL
H. BEEBIHYMEPLEULTELET, TUT. REIC, BEOTICEYMZERLNTVNB AR
BHETERESNTVWBRAIIR - FURNCIRTDZEETSZEFRLTHEDFEA. FD—A
T. TNSOBMERBVWTVWBIADNSIIR - FURKCDODVWTEEREE > CTLDIHE. BSHE
ZCX>TOH, 1 IRZRIFANT, BANDEMNZR>TWVWDZEZRT . 1T RZFEFA
TWBZEDS, YT BRIICHERICIEE(ICIRBRNETY,

BT DVWTDT—TBOHIE. INO0RBFURNDIKCH > T, FATEBENEDKS [CBEYZE
HEEL., ALWBINCEETR4DDEB HIEBEICDOVWTERLET, TO—FBEHIEBHNINTL)
Z20%12Z4-66TREXT, 4 =T, BIEVWBAIWSHDOXEIN, 5Z2DHERICEHETT,

5 FHEEWBRWBRHODFEIH, X 23BFERLCETT,

6 BEEWVWBAVWRSHDEITH, BUENITRTOADDT, INTOEEERSVET, 7 &
DWERDBEDHIC, —ANDED([CHEDORNASZISNTWVNBDTY,

INOODER T DRADNRA Y MMIFAEBEZNEFNDI—DH DV DN DENREVEEZ S
NTW3ZETY, KIESZFDE., Z2<OBYZEFBICRUEXT, ULH L. BHEALTNDR

F. BRBEBIESZISNTLIENRBMITIEENSEESZI SN ETT, =T FALS
DADDEMNSBNEIFEAEDIZE. £EXNFO/EFEETT, LHU. 2URF v VOERD
5(F . FAEBENMANCRIFTULED, DO ZITSFEDNBNEZNEEEHNSDBEYTH D BN



TEEHBDTEHDFTREA, IBFINSOBZMZILAL T, BRTEDEESHICESZD. B
PIEEDFEICUTUERSEDITBTLLDD. HETID., ZOKLSBEEHNZLDTYI, U
MU, 4EIRNESKSIC. EUHETT., 1 IR - FURMEHNBDIEE—A—AICEEHNAE
ULTWBBEEZEDLDFREA., ZLUT, BERERLCEZNENICVWBINIREENZSZTINK
T, BRBDEESEE, SHITIEVNINBRREML (F/INDODE>TVWBRZEDRERELDFT, &
(C. BRIEDEEZBILBEDRHEDENBEMZEBERTINE, ENCRIXLERIERATHD E
ESANEENVNBREBEZREXYT, LWKREICRKRDHEZ ZHE(CHEZ TXRIFEITIC K > THEICHZ T
W2 HENSHEEFEELEXT, LHL. NDORESICEZEZIECAUBMZEZEZ R\ EZER
LTWET, ZLUT. 7B RU T NB ETHIELRIBELNH DX, FACELHICHEDT
DICBIFBDESIC. FURMDKEIATEE—A—ADNSKIXBEVERTEZTDICEENEBEL
TWET, ZROELBDIHBYHNINRELRD T, HEDICHEMRBHZTIN, CS5ZZXTRETT
L, BLU. 2ECTEDFENH>TH, H—AELTHBTRLDDEFOBENVNGH DT
EUES, REBESUVLWERICEFEFNTH, EERTEVFURNDBEERZDHNEESIRDOH
HTERA. 12808 HD T, KE7EOMOZERU TENBY CODVWTOEZDEERZH
BICLEXT, F—IVUVNI2B12-1481HGHEL &S, 712 B&5E, DEEN—DTH,
ZLDEHDBD, HSEDEIHNZLTH, —DOOHSETHDESIC. FURMBENE
AR TY., 713 BERBHB. AFPABFVITPADH, NREBBADH, —DOOHE(CEK>
TINTTFRARER(FI T, —0OHSEERDEXLE, FELULT, #BR—DDHEZEMATEDT
I, 14 . HSEREE—DDEIH S TEEL. ZLOEBHHSH> TLWET,
5([C12BM27-308N(CEMXT, 27 HEBELTEEFURARDHNSETH>T, —ADED
[FZDEHTYT, 28 BEIBEDPIC, F—ICEELS, EZICEEE L. E=(CHEN
5. ZLUTHHB3DE, ZLTEPLOEGY. BB, BR, BADEEZHBATKEIVWEL
feo 29 BHMEFETUL&LSH, BEHXBEEETLLSIH. BHEEATLLSH. IRTHHHS
HETLLSID. 30 BHRBPLOBYER > TNBITLLSD, EHNEBEZBBITLLS
He BENZOREANLETITLLESH,

5&5 &, MIEEDANEDZ K DEBDEPADSEHSNT—DODTEMSNICRREEBD LS
(C. BEHLERROICBICRAZIZBI T THRIET BIEHICEZDEEEEDERDENGNZLE
ELET, ENSEPSHICETEFHE[NTI, TARIRTLWNWZTY, #E—AELTEN
S5ETDBEMERADEEVEEBA. UHNU., DA THDIFURSDEDALEEDRES
DENTERSNIEBEERBRDTRT ., ZUTIALEZENZENIBHSSZI SNIEHBMERLTH
ATORENERIELET, DI Y3 VZERATITKER., BBRANGBHDHEOHTENSDEH
MCDOWTEULLKELR U &S, SE. £EZEN\OONBRIZ0EDZEFTY A DEEBREELT
WBES>TWBEZBRUTTSW, EIEARICKD I ENFIRMDEFEELTOETT
FHBDREBA. BRBRICOFNGEPHEDEL S ICHRISEE LT, BEANDRKEZBILT KD EML
TEZHZRDFEIETY, SBTH. ZLDALERZSITHDLSIC. . AL, B
HD2HOREDBERNBHYDANENSDHEHNSKIDERUWERUDBHEDALZEHL)
XU INOORZENSDRAICKRF L. RDODICFIRSDHRZERT LT IHETHZDHY)
PEDMDANTZBICHEZDEMHNIDET LW EHERHUX UL, £LU T RIF31BDEETI2
EEMOHKDFELUR, ¥ HREHTE. KOTSNIEBYERDICROBE L,

ES, BB3DCTRETBIEZERULEL&K S,

ZDEBDINCERE=DE FEELARDOPTHETHLILKASNTNRIED—DOTHHIV Y h—

1IBEANERALET, F—IVYYKISET/\OORENGMICETIE=DEREDNEED
TLWET, BREZOZ<OHBMOAREDEHEDTHD., ETOIVYRFrVICEZE5NTH

D. FURLDIKICH > TZDHIEITETEEXT, BO—MILDIURFr Y ERNKDIUR
Fr U, EDN—BREELGEMZR/ASNTNID, e, HIBMEEELTVWDIDOHESH
BECBRDZESTE/INNILPHRECEBDIDE NI A, AIEENEVROZBICRZZEBED
TEDEINEFIERRWEILEZHXDEBETRRBVEEZIRD (BAUD) CESZHHET,



INDO0EH ULENHENEIHNSEDEHDTHNIE, FAEBEREDVIVRF v VERPHNEEDT
WBREBEEESHYZRF > TULVLGRLNMBE L TLWVEWLEEIBULTWEY, REIC, KDV ~—
138B4-68i CTEVET, * BEEETHO., BEIBEYITY, lAZREHFTEA. B(ZB1E
€9, BEBICEBDEBA, ° UWBICRTBIZEEETT, BoD0FEERDT, FiLked. AH
LeBELOCBOYT, ° FEZSETIC, EBEEVPXT, ZFUT. ZOEZE13ETHED <
<DEF, " TS5WSDHIFT, WOXTHRBDIMEMERFLELEE, CTNS5=DTT, 0P
T—HEITSNTVWBRDIZE T,

SNHBINEARBEICUBIDHEDRERBZESS LD, TULB. FURMDEKOMDIEFEE%E
BTLEITRESKOBZETIEEZ—DICLET, FAeBERBICENSOBYZEEDIDI
DY R—138BTEZEERITDSLOIC HMDAZET B & T RFBICTEINRETY,

ZNIEE- T NOOERSEBORESPEFEOR THERNEDRVWERE TEDIEESHEDEY
(EDWTEDHEM BOEMNDERICHED XTI, HKEESTEDIIETEHGL, BEITDZE%Z
EELLEBYITHDEWVWO>TVWET, /NDOEF14ZTEWVWET, 14FZ1-481 74:71 B=BLIR
DRIV, X, HEOBY. BICHETIZ L ZRDICROBEL,

2 RETEBIAR AlC@D>TEBIDOTIEERL, BC@I>TEDET, ENHEBMRTEX
AL, HZICE>TREEXEDIDTY, 3 UNUEETIARE. AZBTRZEEPHOHP
BOZE. AlCAND>TELET., 4 RETEIAIBSZRAREIERITN, BEITIALEHS
EREEIETET, RIF18-1981THEIIET, 18 FAlk. BHRIEHNEZDENEIDEHEZLDRET
BoTWBZE%E, BICRBULTWED, 79 LHUBETIE. BEET—ADIEREZEERK
DHLB, EDDALEBICHEBZDHIC, TAOMNETHRADDZ EFEEBDIEWVWERWEXT,

BEELBEICODVLWTDFHFBIEIZDESEMZEMD LIFREZCHFEUSBTITEEIH, BSHRR
D, WO DBEBEENETODLITETHDIIEERIRITED TVWD I ETY, B DA
CHEZ 2B, BRICHO>THDAEZRTLEFRICEICEDPTINETHD., BERFXZENEITIN
ESEFZENZULRBWVWESE>TVWET, ESEHUETEDOILLMUELHDIH. HU. HBRLEHFU
ARDFEZEINODONESBDH DS ETRETCLIFE2HMERDTVWDDTHNIE, FDBEYIITE
ETHIERIEEO>TVLEXT,

Cessationists(FEEPFES. LB ULZEITS ZEREFEFEDHFRDELD (CENTEEEUB AL
5 | continuationists(FEEREFREHICHEDBSNB LB >TLINSHIEHE=HD &
EULDASE. ZOXEHDESAICE LTI, CNSOREBEREEFEDEBEDECKRDS
KDEZEELETDHR/DIBDEXT, ZEDE > THZENHREWBOH., BENBDOHIMRET &
ZATY, COEEBIDFBICDOVWTIEEDELIEO TITFTUTEXRIN, RUDICES>THEL
WE(ZE, FAFTEE%A cessationistE R > THIWRBY THIEELBRENTERICENTUER O
E.INOONZESESHEENH OZICHEENLSITE>TLWRLDT, ELEWNTY, ZDKRME.
2\E/IC continuationist DE X ZZ(FANDHBE S XIXLRENBEYOESH STeEt U2
HEOHBRITDCECRDUREEDHDEXT, BL. HRBIENEESH ZREZFITDLSTHN
(E. SNHDSIADERBIEBHSRICASHULDE ULNKBA. WKHEERENEFEETDEEZRDS
AlE. EENBECETDANEREZBDIBYZRHOTEBEST . £eo TNSIEKDHINEH
MTRBNWEEXRTERUTWBCEICERTBINETY, EE6HNEESE. MEIXIFITIES
BREMEEDER TR 2T EELCBBIDATEE R BEEVWDEENENDEE>THST.
— I DHBH S TEB(CTHON TLWEEEPHOBBEANLEY ZR (T ANTWETD,
TIHNS, PELEZZEITROOIIC, /IS0 >T. 1T R - FURMEROINZ DIENG
MIETEREDHETHDEROXT, FIZ T, 1283MICRDEFT, Fl, BEICKLDIDTE
Fh(X, Zhd 1ITREETT) EES52ER@>TEXRA

ZDE. 14BDRDDICHDFT. HETENBYZRVDZ EDEARDEREMHD L <B/IND
ODREDELR(EHAETT, DUV E—14Z2681 2B TLEE, 26 ZN T, RBi5.
ESTNEXWVWDTULLS, HBEHLDENEFBIEZCE. ZTNEFNDLEELED, A=



D, BRESIFEED, BEZHFLED, BEPHULEDTBRIENTEXT, ZOINRTDI
E&, BRICEITREDICLEEL,

Z LT, RED2E1. 39-408([CITEXT, 39 TINS5, PhADRFEILE, BEIT DI EZTHID
[CROBEV, e, BETEBRCEZEUTIEWIXEA. 40 2. IRNRTODZ & =@
[E. BEFEIELL1TLVEEL),

BHENETHD/\HO0EBLTRAL TLB5DBTREDERFILERICEVWTITOHNZELT
F. FURMDERZERBTLIFRIEHICKRILTTELLITONARFNERSHEWNWC ETT, /N
OlcEh, £z, 5B, BOMCBENDERZR(FEIEBEICE>TH, BHEDETEHED
HIRDTYT, BADEHTEHDFEA, BEIPRE, T4 —2IVD7HTHEHDEFRHA, 27T
FHEDELBT LTSN, FATEBLENIRY ANDFHKAIZI3EIT. ES5ELS(CIRBETH
RIZ2DTT, IRVANDOFIR 45138 " IEEHE. BOEF(CXHT ZEME50H
CBEVWT—D&ERD, —ADRUERAELE ST, FURMDBER/REBLICETHET S
DTY,

N\, FAEBED, FURMDKRE UT—HICEFRIRICITSIETDRHDBEIETY, #BIEFAL
B5(CAZETLEFREHICHRBRENEMESEZSNE U, TLT. —A—ADMIH LS BE
DI=HEBIT DD TY, . HREFMICANTERIH, EE. FAEEEFSTITLETFEEPL. R+
IWREZBZTED, TNSZAVWTFIURNDEODPTOREIZRIEIT/ZOHICEBL. BBED
E5. FURMDBRICEZSNTITLLIREBDIZOHDEYFICRDZD I ENBEEKET, L. HRR
(CEIBEERRFNE, BEERE. T5EVET, BRBREDNFURMDEKICEZDZENERDIES
DF T EMDAZEITIETY, RRICTERDER T, HRBZEZOEMZRANTVERITH?
FOFXRL&KS,



1Corinthians 12-14 Spiritual Gifts in the Church

Today we come to the next major section of First Corinthians. We have already seen
how messy this church is and several different types of disunity that Paul is having to
address to these people. It started with addressing factions in the church that had
grown up around various leading personalities, Paul, Apollos and other Apostles. That
covered most of chapters 1-4 as Paul taught them how to view church leadership
Biblically. Then in chapters 5 through 7, he addressed church discipline and sexual
immorality being tolerated in the church and issues related to that. And then from
chapters 8-11, which we just finished he addresses specific issues related to eating
food offered to idols for the most part, as well as headcoverings on women and finally,
last week, correctly participating in the Lord’s Supper. As we have done twice before
now, | want to take today and give an overview of this entire passage from First
Corinthians 12 through chapter 14, and then | will be preaching through this section all
the way until Easter when we reach chapter 15 and the discussion of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. This section is Paul’s most complete discussion of spiritual gifts found in
the New Testament. He is addressing problems that a misunderstanding of these gifts
created in the Corinthian church of that day. And those same issues continue to be
present today. Likely, we are not going to all share the same conclusions as we address
those questions that arise when we discuss spiritual gifts. But | hope that as we study
what God the Holy Spirit tells us through his servant Paul that we will be united around
the use of those gifts to build up the Body of Christ in unity no matter what gift each of
US possess.

Let’s begin by reading the opening verses of 1 Corinthians 12:1-3. Now concerning
spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you
were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore |
want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. Paul is
concerned that the church understand what spiritual gift are and how to use them in the
local church. We don’t know, but it seems as we read through these three chapters that
these spiritual gifts had become another source of disunity in the church so Paul wanted
to address them. And right at the very beginning of the discussion, he puts one very
huge test of any true gift that claims to be spiritual in nature, in other words, from God
the Holy Spirit. No spiritual gift that is of God can ever contradict what God has
revealed in the Word of God regarding God the Son, Jesus Christ. Much of what he will
talk about in these three chapters revolves around the gift and use of tongues so a
speaking gift. So, on the one hand, any person truly utilizing their gift under the control
of the Holy Spirit will never go against Jesus Christ as he is revealed in Scripture. On the
other hand, if someone using such a gift is saying true things about Jesus Christ, then
we must be very careful before criticizing them since calling Jesus, Lord, which shows
acceptance of him and faith in him, only comes from the Holy Spirit.

After this opening to the subject of gifts, Paul deals with 4 different areas related to
how we experience and use gifts in the Body of Christ. We see the first one summarized
in chapter 12 verses 4-6. 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and
there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. So, the first point Paul makes about
spiritual gifts is that each of us have been given a gift or even several gifts. He will



go on to list many of those gifts in detail, but the point he is making is that you and |
have spiritual gifts that come directly from the Holy Spirit. Now to the world around us,
they may be seen many times as innate talents, but from a Christian perspective
anything we are skilled at and capable of doing is a gift from the Holy Spirit and not our
own doing. Can we misuse these gifts to make them about ourselves and our abilities?
Unfortunately, we can and many times do. But the fact remains that the Holy Spirit has
indwelled each of us who know Jesus Christ (as verse 4 says, the same Spirit)... And the
Holy Spirit gives each of us different gifts. That word different or as verse 5 says in
English, varieties of service, is key to what Paul is saying. Later we will see that there
seemed to be people saying that if you didn’t exhibit a particular spiritual gift such as
tongues then you were not spiritual enough. There are still churches today that either
explicitly in their doctrine or implicitly in their practice teach the same thing. But Paul
shows right away that the Holy Spirit does not give the same gifts to everyone.

And there is a very good reason for that as verse 7 introduces us to. The Body of Christ
needs each of us to have different gifts to bring to the Body so that together we work
for the good of the church, the Body of Christ. That requires different giftings. | know it
is simplistic but think about it like this. If everyone was gifted at music, but no one was
gifted at hospitality, you may have wonderful music, but terrible church fellowships. So
at the end of chapter 12, he expands on the point of chapter 7 to make his second key
point about spiritual gifts. We need each other’s gifts in the Body of Christ. Let’s
read 1Corinthians 12:12-14. 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all
were made to drink of one Spirit. 14For the body does not consist of one member but of
many. Then drop down to verses 27 — 30 of chapter 12. 27Now you are the body of
Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping,
administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are
all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with
tongues? Do all interpret? Just as our human bodies have many different parts that
work together to make up one complete, healthy body, the church needs all its members
with different spiritual gifts to function in a healthy and God honoring way. The
questions he asks are all clearly rhetorical. The answer is no. None of us have all those
gifts. But joined together with all the other parts, people of the body of Christ, we make
up the complete church. And each one of us has a part to play in the church by using
the gifts that God has given us. We will discuss these gifts including the supernatural
ones in more detail as we go through this section, but for now just understand that Paul
saying that your gift is necessary to the Body of Christ. So, just coming to church is not
the entirety of being a member of Christ. It is finding out how your particular gifts fit
into the Body and serving to meet the needs within the church.

Just as many do now, there were those in the church who felt that the supernatural
types of gifts — tongues, healing, miracles, those were more desirable because of the
nature of those gifts. Paul is pushing back against that view and instead pointing to
other gifts like teaching in the church that build up the Body of Christ, and even gifts
that serve others in the Body as those gifts to be more desirable. So he ends chapter
12 by saying in verse 31, But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And | will show you a still
more excellent way. This more excellent way opens up one of the most well-known



chapters in the entire Bible, 1 Corinthians 13. In First Corinthians 13, Paul will share his
3" point regarding spiritual gifts. Love is the greatest of the gifts from the Holy
Spirit and is available to every Christian to have and practice in the Body of Christ.
These first century Christians and Christians today can get in heated battles and
arguments over who has the most important gift in the church or whether certain gifts
exist at all. We can even look down on those we think are less important because they
don’t have the public gifts we honor and seek most. Paul points out that if that is what
we get out of spiritual gifts, then we don’t have or understand the gift that is shared by
every Christian - love. On the contrary, he says in 1Corinthians 13:4-6 4Love is patient
and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but
rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. And he ends the chapter with verse 13. 13So now faith, hope, and
love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. So rather than spiritual gifts
being in any way a cause of disunity, they should unify us in seeking to build up other
members of the body of Christ. So we must always exercise those gifts with a focus on
loving others in the way that the Bible here in 1Corinthians 13 defines love.

This brings Paul to his 4th point as he addresses a particular gift that is still a disagreed
upon area between churches and believers today, the gift of speaking in tongues. He
says that prophecy, not tongues is the gift to be desired. Paul says in chapter 14,
verses 1-4, 1Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may
prophesy. 2For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. 30n the other hand, the one who
prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation.
4The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds
up the church. He then continues in verses 18-19, 18I thank God that | speak in tongues
more than all of you. T9Nevertheless, in church | would rather speak five words with my
mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. We will discuss in
more detail the specifics of tongues and prophecy when we get to this passage, but it is
clear that he is continuing this discussion based on love being foundational to
everything. We are to be focusing on serving others, building others up in the church,
and he says that prophecy does that and tongues does not. He says there is a place for
tongues within the church, but if you are seeking to use a gift to build up the body of
Christ in the loving way that he is talking about, then prophecy is that gift.

For those of you who know the distinction between cessationists and continuationists,
these are the passages where most of the arguments hinge on, as well as the book of
Acts and whether it is normative for the church or transitional. | will get more into
specifics in this passage, but let me just say right up front, | find it difficult to be a
complete cessationist and believe that miraculous gifts like tongues have completed
ceased when Paul had the chance to say that here, but did not. But, to say that we
should completely embrace continuationist teaching opens the door to a wide variety of
understanding of spiritual gifts that seem very out of line with Scripture. So, if you are
firmly on one side or the other, let me just say you might not like what | have to say. On
the continuationist side, you must be careful to not require tongues speaking or other
supernatural gifts where the Bible clearly says not everyone will have them, and even
says they are not the gifts to seek. But on the cessationist side, where | generally lean,
we need to see that the Bible does not say when tongues will cease and accepts



tongues and other supernatural type of gifts as being regularly practiced in the first
century local churches.

So, instead of giving a definitive answer, | think | am following Paul’s example to just
acknowledge the work of the Holy Spirit in every spiritual gift that exalts Jesus Christ.
That’s where we go back to 12:3, no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy
Spirit. And after that to move onto Paul’s final point to wrap up the entire discussion of
the use of Spiritual Gifts in the church found at the end of chapter 14. Look at
1Corinthians 14:26 26What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a
hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for
building up. Then go to the last two verses 39 and 40. 39So, my brothers, earnestly
desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40But all things should be
done decently and in order. The Holy Spirit’s fifth and final point that he makes
through his servant Paul is that everything done in the worship service should be
done in an orderly manner for the purpose of building up the body of Christ. For
Paul, and that means for us as God’s revelation to us today, everything in the church is
about the church! It’s not about any individual. It’s not even about the Elders or Pastors
and Deacons. Its about everyone being built up in the Body of Christ until we all “attain
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ...” as Ephesians 4:13 says. This is
our goal for everything we do, everytime we gather together as the Body of Christ. God
has given us spiritual gifts to help us be better at that purpose of building up the body.
And every one of us has something to contribute towards that goal. What is it that you
can do? What talent, skill, really...gift, do you have that you can contribute to fulfill your
role within the body of Christ and help others on their journey to Christlikeness? If you
can do nothing else, the Bible says, the greatest gift you can give to the Body of Christ
is to love others. The only question that remains is this - Are you using that gift? Let’s

pray.



