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1Corinthians 12:1-11 The Reason for Spiritual Gifts

Last week we began our journey through the next three chapters of First Corinthians,
12-14, dealing with spiritual gifts. Now | want to start with chapter 12 and begin
working our way through these verses as we discover the way that God blesses the
church by giving spiritual gifts to his children. Today as we look at the first 11 verses of
1Corinthians 12, we will see the Reason for Spiritual Gifts. Remember that each of
these arguments will build on the others, so this reason for spiritual gifts will really set
the stage for the rest of the discussion about these gifts.

Let’s begin by reading verses 1-3. Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want
you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray

to mute idols, however you were led. Before we read on, we should note that he is
talking about their previous life before Christ when they worshipped idols. If they
received any direction or purpose from that worship in any way, it was based on many
different false gods who each had to be approached in a different way. And as he
pointed out earlier in this book, demons or evil spirits were behind anything that came
from those idols. 1 Corinthians 10:20 No, | imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer
to demons and not to God. | do not want you to be participants with demons. But now
that they know Christ, there is a single Holy Spirit who guides their lives and gives them
purpose. That is how this connects to what he says in verse 3. 3 Therefore | want you to
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!”

and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

| talked about this in more detail last week so | won’t spend a lot of time on these first
three verses. The main point that Paul starts with is that the validity of every spiritual
gift should be evaluated on one criteria - it points people to Jesus Christ. If you see the
exercise of something that claims to be a spiritual gift, but it does more to draw
attention to a person than point to Jesus Christ, then it would be either a misuse of a
spiritual gift or not a true spiritual gift at all. This has been Paul’s point throughout this
book. We even saw it with the issue of head-coverings on women, and we now see it
with spiritual gifts. Everything points to Christ in worship. So with that setting the stage
for his discussion of spiritual gifts, the Holy Spirit speaking through the apostle Paul
now turns to the discussion of spiritual gifts and pointing us to his main point in this
entire 3 chapter discussion, that properly using spiritual gifts contributes to the unity of
the church. Let’s read verses 4-7. “*Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; °and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; ®and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. ' To each is given
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. Paul is going to go into a
discussion involving the differences between gifts. In this chapter he is actually going to
give two different lists of spiritual gifts. Much of his focus is on resolving the disunity
that in some ways is natural between those with different gifts as each person thinks
and even acts in a way to say that their gift is more important than someone else’s gift.
So right away, he wants to make the very clear point that there are many gifts, but
they are all from the same source.

The source of gifts is extremely important. If the gifts were of our own doing, then that
gives us reason for pride. If the gifts came from pure genetics, then we could take pride
in our family history and to the extent of where we come from, our nationality or culture.
Of course, due to the nature of these abilities and skills being a gift, they are not of our



own doing. A gift by its very nature comes from someone else. And the receiver of the
gift should want to please the giver of the gift with how it is used. Think about a parent.
A parent gives a child a pack of crayons as a gift. How does it make that parent feel
when the child uses those crayons to draw a special picture for their parents? It pleases
the parent as the giver of the gift to see the child use that gift to bless the parent with a
picture. So is it important where these gifts come from? It is very important. It shows
that we have no reason for pride in the use of these gifts. And it also shows the person
who deserves to be honored and glorified in the use of our gifts. That person who
deserves to get the glory in the exercise of our gifts is God himself. And it is the full
Trinitarian God that deserves to be glorified through our gifts. Notice that the gifts are a
manifestation of the Holy Spirit. That we all have only one Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
And that it is God the Father’s ultimate empowering behind the gifts that we exercise in
our lives. So, in every way, though these are clearly gifts of the Holy Spirit, all three
persons of the Trinity are involved in the giving of these gifts.

You may be here today and are not a believer, a follower of Jesus Christ. You may be
thinking, well | have skills and abilities and am successful in various ways without
knowing Jesus Christ. And that is likely true since the Bible is clear that God is the
ultimate giver of these gifts, and we are all created beings who are made in his image.
But what you do not have is God himself, the Holy Spirit, living in you and causing those
skills to be used to their ultimate end, bringing glory to your Creator, God. In fact
without the Holy Spirit, you remain in a broken relationship with God because of sin.
John 3:5 says, Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. Our access to God the Holy Spirit is only through
Salvation found in God the Son, Jesus Christ. He died on the cross, taking the
punishment for our sin on himself. When we repent of our sin against God and accept
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, believing in him as the only way to salvation from
that sin, then God forgives us based on Jesus Christ’s sinless righteousness and his
sacrifice for us. When that happens, the Bible tells us we are “baptized in the Spirit” and
will always have the Holy Spirit himself indwelling us from then on. The Holy Spirit then
not only strengthens the skills we may already have but not recognized as gifts from
God, but many times develops within us new gifts that we would never have seen within
ourselves.

We have established two things before we get to what these gifts are. One, the proper
use of spiritual gifts should point people to Jesus. And two, the giver of the gifts is
God himself. But once those things are established, he gives us the first list of spiritual
gifts from verses 8-11. ®For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom,
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, °to

another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, '°to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to
distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. ' All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who
apportions to each one individually as he wills. The first idea we need to understand
about these spiritual gifts is that there are many different spiritual gifts listed in the
Bible. | want to go through these passages this morning so we have these different gifts
in mind as we continue over the next several weeks through this discussion of gifts. It’s
easy to focus on the really supernatural type of gifts and miss the more normal sounding
gifts that God considers still a supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit. In this



passage, we see 9 different gifts listed. Utterance of wisdom, utterance of knowledge,
faith, healing, working miracles, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, tongues, and
the interpretation of tongues.

Its not easy to always put a clear description of what each of these is and there is
disagreement between commentators and Christians in general as to what they mean.
Utterance could also be translated as words or message. So, the words of wisdom is
likely a gift of giving wise guidance to others that points them to Christlike self-sacrifice
for others. The words of knowledge seem best to understand as a message based on
Spirit inspired theological knowledge of Scripture. | know that there is a modern view
that this is insight into a particular person’s situation or spiritual need that the Holy
Spirit supernaturally leads you to address, and that many claim to experience this at
various times. | can also say that while | have had a similar experience myself, I’'m not
convinced that is what the Word of knowledge is speaking about in the Bible. But, it may
be. The gift of faith would be an extraordinary confidence in God’s power that goes
beyond the gift of faith we all are given for salvation. Healing is as you would expect.
God using a person to be channel of miraculous physical healing. Miracles the same, but
not related to physical health but some other type of manifestation of God’s power.
Prophecy is another area for disagreement, but it seems best to understand it as a
message given by God to address specific needs of those hearing it. So, in a way this is
what we pray is happening every time a sermon is preached, but it does extend beyond
just preaching. Distinguishing between spirits is likely connected to that gift and is a
special ability to evaluate the authority and truth of a prophetic message. In other words
is this really a word from God or simply human thoughts? The gift of tongues and
interpreting tongues go together as well. The gift of tongues has two ways it is
described in the Bible. One is speaking in languages or being understood in languages
you do not speak. And the other is speaking to God in unknown languages. If we are
speaking to God in unknown tongues, then there has to be someone to interpret. These
last gifts involving Prophecy and tongues will be addressed in greater detail in chapter
14.

As | said before, this is just one list of gifts. Later in this same chapter, verse 28 we
read, 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds
of tongues. We go to Romans 12:6 and read, °Having gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; ’if service, in
our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; ®the one who exhorts, in his
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. When we turn to Ephesians 4, we see a
similar listing as 1Corinthians 12:28. Ephesians 4:11 says, 11 And he gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers... The Apostle Peter also
gives a list in 1Peter 4:8-11 ® Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love
covers a multitude of sins.® Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. '® As each
has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied
grace: ' whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one
who serves by the strength that God supplies... Earlier in 1Corinthians 7, we saw that
Paul called single celibacy a gift. 1Corinthians 7:7-8 says, 7| wish that all were as |
myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.

8 To the unmarried and the widows | say that it is good for them to remain single, as |



am. It even seems that Paul included voluntary poverty and martyrdom as spiritual gifts.
In his discussion of the spiritual gift of love, 1Corinthians 13:3 says, If | give away all |
have, and if | deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, | gain nothing. Finally
we see in Ephesians 3 that going cross culturally for the sake of the gospel typically
what we call being a missionary is a spiritual gift. We see this in Ephesians 3:6-8 This
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers
of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel | was made a
minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his
power. 8 To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches riches of Christ, What does it mean to
have all these different gifts listed? It shows us one clear fact about gifts. There are
many different gifts. These gifts don’t fit into neat lists that we are supposed to try and
seek out where we fit in or see ourselves. It also means that these lists are not meant
to be comprehensive. For instance, music is not listed here; but | would say that music
skill is a definite gift that God has given you. It is less important to be able to figure out
what your particular spiritual gift is in the lists given in the Bible, and more important to
recognize that you do indeed have spiritual gifts whether you see them in a particular list
or not.

So, let’s put all this together in what it means for how we view and use spiritual gifts in
the church. Based on this passage, God is telling us that whatever skills you have, if
you are a Christian, you should view those as gifts from God given for you to use to
benefit the church. This is the key point he is making in verse 7. ' To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. These gifts are not given just for our
own indulgence. In other words, it’s not just to advance ourselves in our jobs or to
showcase our abilities to others, whether at church or in the society we live in. The
reason we are given these gifts is to benefit the community we are a part of. If you are a
member of YIBC, this is your community. We are your family, your brothers and sisters
in Christ. We are your community that God has given you gifts to exercise for the
benefit of the entire body. So rather than the focus being on the individual and the
particular gift as we so often like to make it, God’s focus in the use of spiritual gifts is on
the whole Body of Christ, and not on a particular person or on a particular gift. What we
will see in chapter 14 is that it seemed like those who spoke in tongues were getting
more attention on them than all the other gifts. It does seem that in some churches this
continues even today. But starting right here where Paul puts the gift of tongues at the
end of the list of gifts and continuing through chapter 14, the focus is not on the showy
miraculous gifts, but on every member doing their part for the “common good” of the
body of Christ. So the reason you have a gift is to use it. So let me ask you, Are you
using it? And, are you using it to benefit the Body of Christ? Let’s pray.



