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1Corinthians 12:12-27 The Connection that comes with Spiritual Gifts.

We started First Corinthians 12 last week, and if you remember, it starts by introducing
the subject of spiritual gifts by focusing us on the reason for their existence. These gifts
are not given to us to put any of us individually in the spotlight, but are given for the
purpose of building up the church, the Body of Christ. The key verse is 1Corinthians
12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. Rather than
dividing us against each other by who has what gift, this view of spiritual gifts unites us
around the fact that no matter what our gifts are, they all come from the same place,
the Holy Spirit who indwells each one of us. This means that our gifts should be uniting
us in the one Body of Christ that the presence of the Holy Spirit makes us a part of.
This brings us to today’s passage, verses 12-27 of First Corinthians 12. Of course, the
discussion remains focused on gifts which are given for the purpose of unity in the Body
of Christ. But now Paul answers what may be an implied question. If that purpose is the
common good of the Body, meaning that it builds unity, then why have all the different
gifts?

Paul demonstrates the importance of differing and unique spiritual gifts by going back to
the metaphor of the church as a body which of course is how he describes the church
many times in his letters. He shows the importance of the many unique parts or gifts by
first looking at how they fit together and work together as part of a whole body. Look at
verses 12-13. For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to
drink of one Spirit. Paul compares our existence as followers of Christ to how our human
bodies exist. If we have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior then it is not possible
for us to live as a loner in this world or serve our own interests. We are forever
connected with other Christians by the fact that we all share the same Holy Spirit. In the
book of Galatians, the Apostle Paul makes clear that to have the Holy Spirit inside of us
or in his words here, “drink of one Spirit” means that we now live our lives by the Spirit
or in His strength. Galatians 5:25-26 says, If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in
step with the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying
one another. Notice that Paul ties the Holy Spirit directly to how we connect with “one
another” and treat “one another” in the Body of Christ in Galatians 5. The fact that all of
us have the Holy Spirit, and are supposed to be living by the Spirit means that we exist
in community, in a body with others who share that same Holy Spirit. And the Holy Spirit
and the identity we have in Christ become what defines us, not our outward
circumstances of being Jew or Greek, slave or free. The Bible simply does not recognize
a Christianity that exists apart from the Body of Christ, serving the Body and doing life
together as a body. This leads to the idea of church membership that we believe is a
Biblical concept. You should as a Christian be committed formally to doing life within a
local Body of Christ which is membership. Verse 13 also makes it clear that baptism is
the entrance in a public way into that body. Why do we require baptism for
membership? Because it demonstrates publicly our commitment to Christ and therefore
the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. The Baptism with water declares publicly the
spiritual baptism of the Holy Spirit that has taken place in salvation. There are differing
views of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but from the time we see it introduced with John
the Baptist, it is connected with having faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. In
Matthew 3:11, John the Baptist says “l baptize you with water for repentance, but he
who is coming after me is mightier than |, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He



will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Then in the book of Acts, those who follow
Christ are spoken of as being baptized in the Holy Spirit, sometimes after salvation if
they accepted Christ before Christ ascended and the Holy Spirit came. In Acts 19:5-6
after Paul tells some people who Jesus was and they fully accepted him, we read, On
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had
laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in
tongues and prophesying. By the time Paul writes his letters to the churches, it is clear
like we read here in 1 Corinthians 12 that to be baptized in the Holy Spirit is to receive
the Holy Spirit at salvation, which why he can speak to the church and say that we were
all baptized in the Holy Spirit and in water. While we believe that believer’s baptism by
immersion is the Scriptural form of baptism, we share a commitment to the sacrament
or ordinance of baptism with all true believers from many denominational backgrounds.
And while we may not agree on the specifics, we all agree on the necessity of baptism.

So we are supposed to be joined together with other believers where we actively
participate in the Body of Christ. | know that there is an idea today that this can be done
virtually. But church is at its most basic a gathering where we use our gifts to serve
each other. I’'m not sure how we can do that virtually. This is why our livestream is
primarily for those who are part of our church, but whose health or age prevents them
from gathering. This gathering of the church is important because of the part each of
you play in this church Body we call YIBC. That’s what we see as we read the next
verses, 14-16. 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the
foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” that would not
make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an
eye, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.
Just like a human body has many parts, the church Body has many different parts, many
differently gifted people who together in the Holy Spirit make up the one Body of Christ.
This means that while membership is necessary, membership is more than putting our
name on a list. Because our connection to the body of Christ is based on our
relationship with other believers through the Holy Spirit, then we cannot just ignore it or
neglect our place in it. There are plenty of people for whom church membership is
nothing more than sitting on a pew, singing some songs, listening to a sermon and going
home. Repeat this pattern every week, for some perhaps every month or so, and that is
what being a part of the Body of Christ is all about to them. They are essentially saying
by their actions that they are not a part of the body. They are not really connected to
the body in the way that the Bible describes here. They fail to see that it was God who
put them in this body and expects them to do their part to serve the body.

This is what we see as verses 17 and 18 continue. 17 If the whole body were an eye,
where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be
the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of
them, as he chose. God does not call everyone to be an Elder or Pastor or Deacon.
Everyone is not called to be a Sunday School teacher. We don’t need everyone to lead in
ministry as we ask our Deacons to. But it is certain that God has you here at YIBC to do
something. He has arranged as verse 18 says every member of our body for a specific
purpose, according to his choosing! And this arranging of places of service or ministry
within the body of Christ is based on gifts. So, it is a very good thing that we all have
these different gifts! As Paul says here, what if everybody in the body of Christ were an
ear? He points out, there would be no sense of smell, because there would be no nose.



For that matter, no sense of touch or taste or sight or movement. God gives different
gifts so that there are many different parts, many different talents, many different
personalities that come together to do all the various functions of the body. As verse 19
continues and points out to us. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body
be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.

God has designed the church to be a diverse group of people with different gifts, all
given by the same Holy Spirit, moving together as one living organism towards fulfilling
God’s purpose and bringing glory to him! This truth about being the Body of Christ
connected to every other person in the Body shows us that belonging to a local church
is important. It means that rather than the Christian life being me and Jesus against the
world, we need other Christians, precisely because we cannot be the Body of Christ on
our own. Look at verse 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor
again the head to the feet, “| have no need of you.” If you are an eye, that’s great that
you can see things. But you will never see anything different if there is no hand to reach
out and move things around... or feet to move you and your head to a different position
so you see different things. The reason Paul has to point this out is that many times we
look at other Christians and we see the differences in the way that we do and think
about things. And instead of seeing our need for that fellow believer in the church, we
just want to avoid them. We fail to see that they have a gift that we don’t, and that gift
is necessary for the church to function and that means we need them. And many times
because we don’t see others in the church as necessary to our Christian walk, it results
in us neglecting the body of Christ instead of seeing it as indispensable to our walk with
Christ and serving him as we are called to do.

This is the point Paul makes through the Holy Spirit as he continues in verse 22. 22 On
the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on
those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and
our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater
honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body... Let’s
stop here, because this is an interesting point that Paul is making. He compares how we
relate to others in the church to how we take care of our bodies. His argument is that
every part, every gift, is essential, but there are parts that we take special care of that
are more vulnerable than other part of our body. Body parts like our digestive tract. We
don’t really think about it, but it is soft tissue that can be damaged easily, and we give it
food so that it can do its job to support the whole body. But it is doing its work covered
up by skin and usually clothes. We wear clothes to cover up certain parts for modesty,
and the argument Paul is making here is that by doing that, we are honoring those parts
of our bodies that could be taken advantage of by others. So, we protect and honor
them by covering them up. So as the church, we use our gifts to serve and connect with
even those whom our unsaved society would deem to be undesirable. The poor, the
widow, the orphan, the handicapped, the homeless, the refugee, the foreigner...all of
these people have a place in the Body of Christ and are to be fully embraced and even
honored, to use Paul’s language, within the church.

When we serve together as the Body of Christ in that way, the outcome is seen at the
end of verse 25-verse 27. ...but that the members may have the same care for one
another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all



rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. The
goal is unity and support. If we recognize that no matter what our gift and role is in the
Body, it is necessary; and we recognize that same truth in each brother and sister in the
church, then we become unified in working together as a body. And that has wonderful
outcomes for each believer. It means that when one Christian suffers, the whole Body
works together to support that person. We go through their suffering with them,
because we are connected with them and they are not alone. It also means that when
one believer has something good happen, we rejoice with them as if that good is
happening to the whole body. There is no room in this model of church for envy that one
person has something someone else did not get. We rejoice together in God’s blessings,
and support each other in our suffering. Then Paul draws this thought to a close by
making his illustration, his metaphor, really clear just in case they missed it. You are the
Body of Christ and individually members of it. You are not alone in this world, and no
matter how small or insignificant you are, you are important, because you are a member
of the Body of Christ and have an indispensable gift that the Body needs.

There are thousands upon thousands of people around us every day in this city we live
in. According to the government of Japan, as of 2020 there are 3.8 Million people who
live in Yokohama. We live in a society where like most of Asia, Japan would be
considered a collectivist rather than individualistic culture. In other words, generally
speaking, compared to a Western view of the world, the Asian mindset seeks the good
of the group over the individual. This of course can be good or bad. But with all these
people around, supposedly working together towards a unified goal and purpose, Japan
has the highest suicide rate in the industrialized world. There is an increasing number of
younger people simply dropping out of society and becoming “hikikomori” and isolating
themselves from society in an extreme way. And the church is here to provide what a
society that rejects their Creator, God never can. A true family, a real connection based
on a love for one another that is not about social obligations, but truly caring for each
other. Does that church fail at that? Far too many times.

If you are here and are considering what you might be giving up if you follow Christ as
Lord and Savior or what benefit there is in joining a church if you know Christ, but are
hesitant to commit to the church... | would tell you that the family or Body of Christ as
the Bible has described today is better than any social group or even human family unit
that you can imagine being a part of. You can never truly experience it from the outside
looking in. To be a part of the church, you have to accept the message of the gospel by
recognizing that you are a sinner who has failed to bring glory to the one God of the
Bible, your Creator. Repent of your sins, and accept Jesus Christ as the Savior of your
sins and the Lord of your life. Then you will know what it truly means to be loved and
cared for as a necessary part of the Body of Christ. Have you accepted Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior? And are you fully connected and committed to the Body of Christ here
on earth? Let’s pray.



