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1Corinthians 14:26-40 Orderly worship builds the church

Most of you have visited or been a part of other local churches in other places. You can
usually see various differences between churches by how they structure their worship
services and gather as a body to worship. You can see whether their focus is on music,
liturgy, prayer, Bible, preaching or any other parts of worship. Of course, properly all of
those things are a part of worship but different churches structure them differently and
of course there is nothing wrong with that. So does the Bible give specific guidelines for
our worship? Or can we just do our worship services however we want? Today’s
passage, 1Corinthians 14:26-40, gives us some guidelines to answer those questions.
This is the end of the section on spiritual gifts that Paul began in chapter 12. And in this
passage, Paul draws some conclusions and gives instructions based on the other
arguments he has made regarding spiritual gifts. And what he gives us here in these
words about spiritual gifts and their use in worship is the parameters of what Biblical
worship should look like in the church. Within these walls, there is wide ranging room for
differences, but in order to build the church as God desires, we must conform to
these Biblical standards in our worship.

Let’s begin by reading verses 26-33. 26 What then, brothers? When you come
together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let
all things be done for building up. 27 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at
most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to
interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. 29 Let
two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. 30 If a revelation is
made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by
one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are
subject to prophets. 33 For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. From the
beginning of chapter 12, Paul has been making the case that we all have spiritual gifts.
They are different, and none better than another. In those gifts that are very public in
their nature, we should seek the greater gifts in the sense of those gifts that build the
church. Ultimately, we all should be seeking to express the true greatest gift, love, to
one another in the church. As he has drawn this discussion to a close he has been
focusing only on two specific gifts, prophecy and tongues. He is now going to stop
talking theologically and move into very specific instructions based on everything he said
about those gifts. First, he reinforces his main point that everything in worship is for the
purpose of building up the Body of Christ. That includes singing and preaching which we
continue to practice, but it also include supernatural gifts such as prophetic revelation or
tongues.

When it comes to tongues, Paul says that If any speak in a tongue... If tells us that it
doesn’t have to happen, and based on his previous statements, it likely would be an
uncommon practice. Of course, he does give instructions if someone speaks in tongues.
He goes onto say in verses 27-28, If any speak in a tongue... let there be only two or at
most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to
interpret, let each of them keep silent. If you are ever in a worship service and someone
claims to be speaking in tongues and there is no one interpreting what that person is
saying, then they are out of line with the Bible, God’s Word. They may be very honest
and sincere in that worship, but we must conform our worship to God’s Word, not our
own desires and emotions. Of course again here we see him not condemn the gift of
tongues. Notice how he ends verse 28, let each of them keep silent in church and speak



to himself and to God. Tongues is again a gift that can be used in a personal way, but
should be limited in its use in worship.

Next he deals with prophecy starting in verse 29 29 Let two or three prophets speak,
and let the others weigh what is said. I've discussed several times how New Testament
prophecy while sharing many characteristics of preaching is different because without a
complete Bible, God was likely speaking direct revelation through these prophets in the
church. But given the nature of this prophecy, it needed to be tested by those listening
to see if there was agreement that this was from God. This would also apply to anything
that calls itself prophecy today as well. TJohn 4:1 says, Beloved, do not believe every
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets
have gone out into the world. This idea of testing what is preached or prophesied should
still be practiced today. The only source of absolute truth that can be trusted implicitly is
the Bible. Everything else we should be questioning against the truth of the Bible and
rejecting it if it does not line up with Scripture. That includes my preaching. It includes
the teaching that happens in our Sunday School classes and Bible studies. But also
books you read, sermons you listen to from preachers you like, and even those memes
that show up on Facebook and Instagram. Who was it that was doing this public
weighing and discussion of what was said? In context it seems like it is not everyone.
Considering the next verses on women keeping silent, it seems like Paul has in mind here
the other prophets or Elders within the church. Verse 32 would seem to support this
idea. 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. While modern day pastors
are not completely equivalent to early church prophets, One of the benefits of multiple
pastors or elders is that there is collaboration about the sermons and teaching of the
church. It is good for the lead or teaching pastor to receive feedback and even
correction over the messages that are preached or even while still writing the sermon
from other elders who are also tasked with protecting the doctrine and teaching of the
church.

Just as with tongues, prophets should be speaking in turn, not all at once or over the
top of each other. He makes a key point in verse 31 about prophecy that would carry
over to any time God’s Word is taught in the worship service. The Word of God is being
proclaimed or preached or prophesied for the purpose that all may learn and all be
encouraged... These are two things that should be true of our proclamation of the Word
of God as well. Learning the Word of God should be our goal as well as application of
the Word of God. | could talk through a passage adding commentary along the way to
give a complete understanding of the passage, but if the sermon ends at that, | have not
truly fulfilled Paul’s words here. Preaching is not just commentary on a text, it is
application of God’s Word to our everyday lives. The role of the preacher which in part
is what these New Testament prophets were, is to bring the Word of God to bear on the
real life situations that Christians go through every. | admit that this is the hardest part
of preaching to me. | am much more comfortable with explanation and argumentation of
a text of scripture, but application of that text | many times find difficult and probably
short change you as the congregation in really applying the text properly. | am very
thankful for the Sunday School classes that take the time to discuss the sermon from
that day and go into more application than | have time for and ability to do from the
pulpit. This would be a modern example weighing and thus applying what is said. So, to
what does this passage say to us regarding our worship. The first rule we see about
worship here is that true worship must be saturated by the Word of God in a way



that both explains and applies the Bible to our lives. When that happens in an orderly
way, it leads to verse 33 that says, For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.

Of course that is not where Paul ends. He continues on to make a very controversial
statement that it would be easy to skip over. But if God is speaking as we have just seen
with prophecy, we have to listen, understand and apply God’s prophetic Word. Let’s
pick up reading at the end of verse 33. As in all the churches of the saints, 34 the
women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but
should be in submission, as the Law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to
learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in
church. As Paul is wrapping up his thoughts on spiritual gifts and how they are used in
worship in an orderly way, he throws in this one specific detail regarding women that
seems rather harsh if we are being honest. So what is he saying here in the context of
worship. First, let’s start by looking at what it is not saying based on the rest of the
Scripture. If you recall 1Corinthians 11:5, Paul says, 5but every wife who prays or
prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, since it is the same as if her
head were shaven. This is the clearest passage that shows that women were expected
to be speaking in church in at least some ways, so it seems that Paul was not saying
that women were restricted from all speaking in church.

But while there may only be one clear passage of women publicly taking part in worship
services, this is not the only place where he says women should be silent in church.
1Timothy 2:11-14 says, 11 Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 12 | do
not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to
remain quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived,
but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. Notice here in 1Timothy, that
Paul’s words do not seem to be as broad as the wording of 1Corinthians 14:34, “Keep
silent in the churches.” She is to be silent compared to publicly teaching or preaching
God’s Word or exercising authority within the church over the men. So, in this case in
1Corinthians, the command to keep silent is connected with the specific context of this
passage just as 1Timothy is dealing with the specific action of teaching and exercising
authority over men in the church. So we go back to verse 29 that we just looked at to
see the context. Verse 29 says, 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others
weigh what is said. It is in this context of what is likely the authoritative preaching of
God’s Word before the entire Bible was complete, that Paul says women are to be silent.
As | pointed out, this is likely the Elders doing this type of prophetic preaching and it is
other Elders involved in the discussion of the teaching. So, the main take away from this
is no harsh restrictions on women, but only what the rest of the Bible teaches - male
Eldership within the church. Women are not restricted from speaking in worship, but the
Preaching or prophesying of God’s Word in public worship is restricted to men, and
even then primarily those called as Elders. Elders should be specially gifted in teaching
the Word of God as 1 Timothy 3:2 says, Therefore an overseer must be above
reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach... So, Elders leading the church through the authoritative
teaching or preaching of God’s Word are supposed to be men. That is the real meaning
behind this statement directed towards women. We should not go beyond that in its
meaning towards restricting all of you women from key roles in worship, nor should we
ignore it as many if not most churches do today. This is the second rule for orderly



worship in church. Worship must be in accordance with God ordained gender roles in
the church.

That brings us to the final verses of this discussion of gifts. First read verses 36-38. 36
Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones it has
reached? 37 If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge
that the things | am writing to you are a command of the Lord. 38 If anyone does not
recognize this, he is not recognized. There are three elements to this final part of the
passage. One...the questions in verse 36. Are you the source of the Word of God or
even the only ones who have it? The answer is no. The Word of God is not the product
of any human, and it is given to all the church, not just one specific local church. So any
message that claims to be from God must be in line with the clear Word of God revealed
in the Bible. That is what we take away from the Second element here. Verse 37 says
that any prophecy or teaching must line up with what Paul here is writing. Paul clearly
understood that under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he was writing Scripture. And
anything that claimed to be from God must agree with known Scripture. But who is the
ultimate judge of whether a teaching lines up with Scripture. Verse 38 is addressing this
when it says, 38 If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. Who is it that is
not recognized? That would be the one not teaching in line with the Bible, in other words
someone teaching heresy. And who is it that is not recognizing them and their teaching?
It is the church. That is the third element here. Now, the Elders or Pastors are tasked
with protecting the church from false teaching. Acts 20:28 says that Elders should...
“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own
blood.” But it is also on the whole church to approve or recognize Biblical teaching and
reject or not recognize false unbiblical teaching. Those three elements give us the third
rule for worship, Worship must never allow false teaching to be taught. There is a
reason that Jesus includes truth in John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.” Whether it is in song, preaching or how we approach
the sacraments, or even a frivolous or flippant attitude towards worship, we must never
allow false teaching to enter the church.

So what should our worship be? One Saturated by God’s Word. Two, in line with God
ordained gender roles. And three, proclaiming only the truth of God’s Word. Of course
this is all revolving around a final discussion of two gifts, so Paul wraps up by saying in
verse 39, 39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking
in tongues. 40 But all things should be done decently and in order. So just as with Paul’s
discussion of unity, dealing with sin in the church, the Lord’s Supper and all of what Paul
has discussed for this messy church in Corinth and churches even today, the goal is to
have all things point to God, not individuals. Using our gifts in a decent and orderly way
to build each other up puts the focus again off of us and on loving God in worship and
loving others in service to them. So, as a church we attempt to do everything in worship
in an orderly and reverent, decent way in order to point people to God. And whatever
gifts you have that can contribute to our worship in that way, you should seek to use,
keeping in mind that simply loving others in the church is the greatest way we use our
gifts to contribute to the worship of the church. Let’s pray.



