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Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 Seasons of Life

Today | want to briefly go away from 1Corinthians for a week, and speak to everyone,
but especially the graduates who are looking forward to the end of one season or piece
of their life and beginning the next. There was a man, a king, named Solomon in the Old
Testament who wrote a book at the end of his life where he describes the vanity or
uselessness of most things we experience in this life. That book is Ecclesiastes. And it is
written by a man who had more money, more power, more unique life experiences, and
even more romance and sexual experience than anyone alive today and possibly anyone
in history. So when he writes about life, we need to listen. And in Ecclesiastes 3:1-15
God speaks through Solomon to talk about these different changes and seasons that we
go through in our lives.

Solomon begins Ecclesiastes 3 by telling us that everything, every part of our lives, has
a season to it. Let’s read verses 1-8 of Ecclesiastes 3. 3 For everything there is a
season, and a time for every matter under heaven: ?a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; ®a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up; *a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a
time to mourn, and a time to dance; °a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; ®a time to
seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; " a time to tear, and a
time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; ®a time to love, and a time

to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. A season as all of you know, is a period of
time in a year. Each season brings changes. The air becomes warmer as Spring comes...
buds begin to appear on trees... Sakura trees blossom... then leaves pop out and grass
grows and days are long and hot and sticky as summer comes. But almost as soon as
we are used to it, the leaves turn beautiful colors... the days get cooler during autumn...
until just leafless branches remain... the days of winter grow cold and short... until finally
the spring reappears. That is how the days of our life are. Between the time that we are
born and that time appointed to all of us to die, there will be many seasons. 7here are
times of growth and change where planting, plucking or harvesting, building up,
gathering stones in preparing for that build, and sewing new garments, takes place.
There are times of hard separations where people and things we love are taken out of
our lives. We see those things broken down, sometimes may even have to cast them
away ourselves as we try to follow God’s plan for our lives, and other times they are
torn away like cloth on fabric. There are times for great happiness where we will laugh,
dance, love and embrace those we love. But there are also times for great grief and
sadness where we will mourn and weep over things and people we lose. We will have
relationships where we will no longer be able to embrace those we love. God may have
you be a part of very difficult events where we question even ourselves or even our God
like war, where killing and hate become a part of our lives. But when those times come,
we hope that eventually we have those healing times, which usually come through
keeping relationships that give us hope of seeking and finding real peace in our lives.
And in each of these situations, we will have to know when to keep silent and when to
open our mouth and speak.

Everyone of us if we live long enough will go through some aspect and some version of
these activities. Many of those descriptions sound great, but just as many of them
sound terrible. But while many times we hear parts of this passage quoted, God’s main
message about those seasons of life comes as we continue through the rest of



Ecclesiastes 3. The wonderful message that comes through as we continue in verse 9 is
that each one of these seasons of life can bring blessing from God. Let’s read verses
9-13. °*What gain has the worker from his toil? '°| have seen the business that God has
given to the children of man to be busy with. '' He has made everything beautiful in its
time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God
has done from the beginning to the end. '?| perceived that there is nothing better for
them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; *also that everyone should
eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to man. So if life is just a
series of seasons that eventually lead to death, what gain is there in the things that we
do with these seasons of our lives? Or as verse 9 says, What gain has the worker from
his toil? He answers this in two ways really. The first we see here in verses 9-13.

Notice the beautiful, lifegiving message that he gives in response to what could be a
depressing thought of uselessness to these things we do in our lives. The writer,
Solomon, says he sees this work, these seasons of life that each person goes through,
and that God makes everyone of them beautiful in some way in its time. That time may
come after a lot of difficulty. It may come after a lot of grief. It may come after a lot of
pain and suffering. But God makes everything beautiful in its time. It is for exactly that
reason of “time” that it is hard for us to see God’s blessing during all these seasons of
our life. The ending of verse 11 that says, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so
that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. We are
created for eternity. but unlike God who has eternally existed and sees all things from
outside our time-limited view, we cannot see the end of the season that we are in. God
not only is with us during what we are going through, he has already ordained what and
when the end of that season will be. We know that whatever that season is like, God will
make it a thing of beauty in time. As Romans 8:28 says, 28 And we know that for those
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to
his purpose. All things have the potential for good, for beauty to those who love God.
And given the certainty of God’s blessing, it is God’s gift to us that whatever season we
are going through, whatever circumstances of life we find ourselves in, as verse 12 and
13 say we can have joy even in the worst of circumstances and take pleasure in the
seasons that are truly pleasing to experience.

But this truth of God’s blessing in every season leads to a second response to the
question posed in verse 9, What gain has the worker from his toil? If God is involved in
each season of our lives, and has a purpose for each and every circumstance that we go
through, then that means that each Season can count for eternity, and everything we
do can have eternal significance. Look at verses 14-15. "*| perceived that whatever God
does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has
done it, so that people fear before him. '° That which is, already has been; that which is
to be, already has been; and God seeks what has been driven away. Solomon noticed
that because God is eternal and knows the end from the beginning, that whatever God
did, he made certain and secure for all eternity. No human could do more than what God
wants, nothing can be added to it... And no human can mess up what God wants to do
by taking away from it. When God does something, it is significant, because God is doing
it so that people will glorify him or as verse 14 says, “fear before him.” And anything
done for the glory of God has eternal significance. Then verse 15 concludes his
thoughts by basically saying that God repeats what he does in the past in the future. So,
what Solomon experienced and wrote about thousands of years ago is what we can



expect God to do now in our own lifetimes. In other words, history repeats itself. People
before us have gone through these same seasons of life and God has worked in the
same way he does now and in the future. The last phrase, “God seeks what has been
driven away,” seems to be saying that God uses the past to teach us about how he
works in the present and future. All of this is pointing to the fact that because God is
working in history and in our lives from the perspective of eternity, then what he is doing
in every circumstance and season can count for eternity if we engage with that season
for God’s glory. If we see that God is working for our good and his glory in every season
of life, and seek to bring God that glory whether we understand how it is for our good,
in every season of life, then every part of our lives has eternal consequence and results.
There is no insignificant role...no insignificant job...no insignificant relationship...there is
no insignificant part of our lives when we view everything through the lens of God’s
sovereignty and providence over the seasons of our lives.

Now, how do you cultivate this attitude and response to the seasons of your life no
matter how good or bad you perceive those seasons to be? First, it requires a real
relationship with God. You can never glorify God without knowing him. The book of
Romans tells us our natural state is one of not glorify God. Romans 3:23 says, 23 for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...” The only answer to that sin is our
redeemer Jesus Christ. He died on a cross and took that sin on himself as well as taking
our punishment that God the father poured out on him in response to that sin that was
ours. 2Corinthians 5:21 says, For our sake he /God the Father] made him [Jesus Christ]
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him [Jesus Christ] we might become the
righteousness of God. The only way we truly glorify God is by being without sin. And the
only way we become righteous, without sin, to that level is by having God’s
righteousness that only comes through faith in Jesus Christ. In Romans 4:3 we read, 3
For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness.” Then Paul continues the chapter and applies it to us in verses 22-25. 22
That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was
counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be
counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was
delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. And in the book of Acts
16:31, we read, Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household. Without a relationship with God that only comes through faith in Jesus Christ
as your Lord and Savior, you cannot glorify God. And the seasons of your life will have
no lasting significance past the short years of your life and many times just the
immediate circumstances of that season.

Second, to cultivate this attitude and response to the seasons of your life, you need to
savor the goodness of God no matter what season of life you are in. Psalm 34:8 says,
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
Too many times, we will never see the blessing that God can bring to every season
because we are too much like Jesus’ disciple Peter in Matthew 14. Jesus walked out on
stormy seas, and Peter joined Jesus in walking on the water of the lake. All was well until
Peter took his eyes off of Jesus and looking at the waves around them caused fear to
take over instead of faith in his Lord. When we are overwhelmed by the circumstances
and difficulties of our season and fail to taste and see that the Lord is good, even during
that time, we will be many times be blind to the blessing that God can bring from that
time.



Third, we must be willing to move from season to season. As Solomon points out, God
has planned our lives that there will be many different seasons in it. Some of you have
really enjoyed the season you are in, whether it is the grade level you are graduating
from, or the activities you have been able to participate in during this time. That is great,
and as we have pointed out, you should take pleasure in it! But, God also designed us to
grow up, to mature, both physically and spiritually. You can’t stay in first grade just
because first grade only made you learn 80 kanji instead of the 200 required in 3™ and
4" grade. Yes, its easier, but you will never mature. You will never grow the way you
need to for functioning in life. And it is the same for us spiritually, when we emotionally
or even sometimes physically fight against moving to the next season of life. Why do we
have men who are in their late 20’s and even 30’s still acting like young boys, living at
home with their parents playing video games and sometimes not even employed?
Because they don’t want to move on to the next season of life, that comes with
responsibility and Lord willing even families of their own to take care of. God designed
you to go through these seasons, and we should embrace these changes as
opportunities given by God to experience his goodness and glorify him in the process.

All of us here today will go through different seasons in our life, and everyone of them
can count for eternity. Whether it does or not, is up to you. For those of you who will
soon begin the next season with the next grade, what is it that you will do to see God’s
blessing on this season of your life? Will you make it count for eternity? Or just be
another step that you have to do to get you to another place in life. Every single period,
every season, can count for eternity. It doesn’t have to start when you are in college, or
out of college, or in your first job, or married, or have kids, or retire. Every season of life
counts, because God is sovereignly ordaining every season that you go through and has
promised blessing in some way with every one of those changes. So seek God first.
Taste and see that he is good, no matter what time you find yourself in. Let’s pray.



