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Psalm 66 — Bring Glorious Praise to the Lord

Good morning! It's wonderful to join together to bring praise to the Lord. These past several
weeks, we’ve been studying in the book of 1 Corinthians about the exercise of our spiritual
gifts and how we should use them in our worship. Today, as we pause our study of 1
Corinthians, we’ll be studying one of the Psalms, Psalm 66. The Psalms are a collection of
songs, mostly written by King David who lived about a thousand years before Christ. While
Psalm 66 is not specifically attributed to King David in the Bible, it is likely that it was still
written by him.

As we approach the Psalms, it's important for us to remember that this book is the inspired
word of God, just as the rest of the Bible is. We know from the book of 2 Timothy 3:16 that All
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness... . Just as we saw Paul’s style coming through in 1 Corinthians, we
see the Psalmist’s poetic style and emotion here as well. We see him crying out to God, and
at times wrestling with God. Through it, God proclaims incredible truths for our spiritual
growth.

Let’s begin by reading verses 1-4. 1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 2 sing the glory of his
name; give to him glorious praise! 3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is
your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 4 All the earth worships you and sings
praises to you; they sing praises to your name.”

The Psalm begins with a proclamation of praise to God. We are to sing; we are to shout along
with all the earth to give God glorious praise. Certainly, some of our worship comes from a
place of lament over sin; we're familiar with Psalm 130, which we often sing, 1 Out of the
depths | cry to you, O Lord!... 3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could
stand? But our worship isn’t only somber and lamenting; Psalm 66 shows us it should be
joyful as well. It is meant to be glorious, bringing the honor, dignity, and reverence due to the
King of Kings.

Today, you may hear these verses and immediately resonate with them, ready to sing, shout,
and bring glorious praise to God. Or, you may have gone through our musical worship this
morning, but without the joy the Psalmist describes. How do we cultivate a joyful, worshipful
heart? Let’s continue reading in verse 5. 5 Come and see what God has done: he is
awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 6 He turned the sea into dry land; they
passed through the river on foot. There did we rejoice in him, 7 who rules by his might forever,
whose eyes keep watch on the nations—Iet not the rebellious exalt themselves.

We see one of the Psalmist’s main themes: Remembering God’s mighty deeds leads us to
joyful, God-centered worship. We see here a reference to the Exodus of the Israelites from
Egypt. God’s people, the Israelites were trapped between an Egyptian army pursuing them on
one side, ready to take them back as slaves, and the vast Red Sea on the other side with no
apparent escape. But Moses told God’s people in Exodus 14 verse 13... ‘Fear not, stand firm,
and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom
you see today you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to
be silent.” And Moses lifted up his hand over the Red Sea, and God parted the sea for the
Israelites to pass over on dry land. The Egyptians followed the Israelites, but after the



Israelites had crossed over, Moses again lifted up his hand, and the water returned, drowning
Pharaoh and the Egyptians in their pursuit. Later in the book of Joshua chapter 3, God parted
the Jordan River in a similar act to allow the Israelites to cross over on dry ground as they
were led into the land promised them by God.

Certainly, remembering how God has delivered his people should lead us to worship. The
Psalmist remembered God’s deliverance of Israel, and assuming that this was indeed David,
he lived through God’s deliverance many times from enemy nations and kings; from a jealous
king of Israel, Saul; and even from his own sin. But we know an even greater story of
deliverance, don’t we?

Romans 6:23 says 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord. We all deserve an eternal punishment for our sin against God. The
New Testament book of Hebrews chapter 11 when speaking of David and others commended
for their faith says starting in verse 39, 39 And all these, though commended through their
faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us,
that apart from us they should not be made perfect. And chapter 12 verse 2 looking to Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. A thousand
years after the Psalms were written, Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, came to earth to endure a
punishment that we deserved for our sin against God. That punishment was a painful,
shameful death on a cross as if a criminal. John 3:16 says 16 For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. The Psalmist remembered times when God delivered His people out of the hand of evil
and guided them to the land of promise; he was saved through his faith in God. For those of
us who have turned to Christ in faith and repented of our sin, we understand that the Old
Testament animal sacrifices, such as those offered for the Psalmist, were insufficient to cover
the penalty and debt caused by sin. We can praise God all the more as we look to Christ for
deliverance from our sin, knowing the high cost He paid on our behalf.

Psalm 66:7 includes a warning: let not the rebellious exalt themselves. We tend to take our
eyes off of God and focus on ourselves, don’t we? John Piper wrote, “It horribly skews the
meaning of the cross when contemporary prophets of self-esteem say that the cross is a
witness to my infinite worth, since God was willing to pay such a high price to get me. The
biblical perspective is that the cross is a withess to the infinite worth of God’s glory and a
witness to the immensity of the sin of my pride.”' Even many modern songs posing as
“worship” point back at us as if we are great because of how God treats us. When we read
the Psalms, we get the proper perspective, and the focus is on God. As believers in Christ,
the response is not “God loves me; therefore, | am good enough.” Instead, it is, “I am not
good enough, so only Christ’s selfless sacrifice for sin because of His great love could pay the
ransom, the debt, for my great disobedience and rebellion against God.”

Let’s keep reading in Psalm 66, starting at verse 8, 8 Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound
of his praise be heard, 9 who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip.
When we read these words, we may be tempted to think that this is a promise of prosperity in
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this life, but let’s keep reading from verse 10 as the Psalmist actually gives us illustrations of
trials, burden, and testing.

10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 11 You brought us into
the net; you laid a crushing burden on our backs 12 you let men ride over our heads; we went
through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. Silver, a
precious metal, was heated in intensely hot fire to the point of melting so that impurities could
be skimmed off the top. Through this process, the silver became more pure and more
precious. Sometimes, God brings us through a trying process; allows a heavy burden to be
placed on us; or lets us be, as the psalmist writes, trampled on by others, yet God brings us
out of these times and uses them to purify us. And when He does so, he brings us to a place
of abundance. How do we characterize this abundance? Let’s look at the book of James in
the New Testament, starting in chapter 1 verse 2: 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you
meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing. And going down to verse 12: 12 Blessed is the man who
remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life,
which God has promised to those who love him. Here we see an important point, which is:
God uses our testing and our trials to produce in us a steadfast faith through which He
grants eternal life to those who love and believe in him. Remember in verse 9 in our
Psalm, it's not we who keep our feet from slipping; it's God. We don’t endure these trials
because of our own toughness, our own determination, or our own steadfastness. Our faith
can only endure because God keeps us, sanctifies us, and perfects us. As we remember that,
let’s respond in worship.

Let’s continue reading in verse 13: 13 | will come into your house with burnt offerings; | will
perform my vows to you, 14 that which my lips uttered and my mouth promised when | was in
trouble. 15 | will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, with the smoke of the
sacrifice of rams; | will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah

During the Psalmist’s trials and time of great need, he made vows to the Lord. Here we see
him follow through on those commitments as he presents a great offering of thanksgiving to
God for bringing him through those times of trial. Let me ask us today, when we find ourselves
in times of trial and adversity, do we turn to God? Do we understand that God is refining our
faith? Or do we respond with bitterness? Through the power of God’s Holy Spirit in our heart,
may we respond as the Psalmist did, with renewed commitment to follow God; and when we
are delivered, with a thankful heart. Offering thanks to God is important as we see in Psalm
50:23 23 The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; to one who orders his
way rightly | will show the salvation of God!

Before Christ came, one way to express this thankfulness was through burnt offerings as we
just read; incense and animals burning on an altar in a way that God specifically directed. But
what does God desire as a sacrifice today? Romans 12:1 tells us 1 | appeal to you therefore,
brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. God desires us, our obedience, and our
dedication as we live our lives in a way that honors Him, brings Him glory, and worships Him.
This is in contrast to the lip service described in Isaiah 29:13, quoted by Jesus in Matthew
15:8-9 8 “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do
they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” If we come before God



in prayer, or in church, or in singing worshipful songs, but we do not humble our hearts before
Him, draw near to Him in our hearts, and live a life that seeks to honor and follow Him, our
words and our songs are in vain. To truly worship God, we present Him with the
thanksgiving and living sacrifice that He desires, not mere lip service, tradition, or
habit.

Let’s read verses 16 and 17. 16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, and | will tell what he
has done for my soul. 17 | cried to him with my mouth, and high praise was on my tongue. In
verses 16 and 17, we see an important point that God’s people bring Him glory by sharing
their own testimony of what God has done for their soul. Like the Psalmist, we too should
proclaim to others what God has done to us. By sharing with those who fear God, we stir up
others to worship. This is why we have a member share a testimony in the service, usually
each month. But it shouldn’t be limited to that. This should be happening in our Sunday
school classes and our small groups; during the week in our prayer meeting or even via a
brief message. Let me ask you today, do you make a habit of telling others what God has
done for your soul?

Let’s read the rest of the Psalm, starting in verse 18. 18 If | had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened. 19 But truly God has listened; he has attended to the voice
of my prayer. 20 Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his
steadfast love from me! Did you see the warning in verse 187? If we cherish, if we treasure, or
hold to sin in our hearts, then the Lord would not listen. The Psalm ends with this important
point: Our praise is heard when we cherish God, not sin.

Before we close, brothers and sisters, consider: what iniquity do you cherish in your heart?
What might you be clinging to that separates you from God and causes Him not to listen? |
encourage you; repent today. Be restored to God; remember His mighty works, and bring him
joyful praise as you live your life as a living sacrifice that glorifies God. And remember that
only the Holy Spirit can enable you do this and endure in your faith.

For those who have not yet followed Christ in faith, know that this warning also applies to you.
My hope and prayer for you today is that you may be convicted of your sin against God,
understanding the eternal punishment that you deserve; and that the Holy Spirit would lead
you in repentance and in faith; that you may trust only in Jesus Christ, God who became man
and died to take the punishment for all who believe and call on His name. And when you do
that, you will be granted eternal life, and you too will have great reason to bring glorious
praise to our Savior and King.

Let’s pray.



