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1Corinthians 15 - The Hope of our Resurrection

We have covered a lot of ground in 1Corinthians. Paul has dealt with issues in this messy
church that have dealt primarily with the disunity that was happening in the church. They
were dividing over personalities. They were tolerating known unrepentant gross sin instead
of removing the person and calling them to repentance. They were making a mockery of the
Lord’s Supper. They were divided about food offered to idols. And finally, the issue of
spiritual gifts needed addressing. There are some final thoughts that are not related to the
issues in the church in chapter 16, but chapter 15 is really the final big issue that Paul
addresses with this church. It is dealing with resurrection, and how the truth of our future
resurrected existence makes a difference in how we approach this life now and even the
death we all face. We will spend several weeks in this chapter, but | want to start with an
overview of the entire chapter today that reveals to us the hope of our resurrection
because of Jesus Christ’s resurrection.

And it is on Christ’s resurrection where Paul’s thoughts begin. | hope that as we went
through the Gospel Centered life this year, that for those of you who joined that study it
was very clear that The Gospel is the basis for how we approach everything in this life.
And while the focus of First Corinthians 15 is on the future resurrection we look forward to
in Christ, that future is secure only because of the gospel. So, that is where Paul begins his
thoughts. Let’s begin by reading verses 1-4 of 1Corinthians 15. 15 Now | would remind you,
brothers,® of the gospel | preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, >and by
which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word | preached to you—unless you
believed in vain. *For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, *that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, This is the core of the gospel in
these verses. We are sinners and Christ’s death was in our place taking the punishment for
our sins, which fulfilled all the Old Testament Scripture sacrifices and prophecies. | think too
many times we, including me, stop the gospel at that point, but the doctrinal truth of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ is at the heart of the gospel. In fact without the resurrection,
there would be no salvation, since in rising from dead, Jesus conquered the curse of death
that came because of our sin.

After these first verses introducing the gospel, the Apostle Paul goes on to give proofs that
Jesus’s resurrection occurred. We won’t read these today, but they will be the focus of our
sermon on Easter Sunday next week. Notice that our salvation is not only a one-time event,
but involves ongoing life change. Verse 2 says, “By which you are being saved...” Salvation
is not just a one-time prayer, or a decision made at a certain point in your life. Believing the
Gospel, repenting of your sin and trusting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior means a
lifetime of being changed by that gospel, in other words, “being saved.” It’s why you can’t
just accept Jesus Christ as your Savior without accepting him as your Lord or Master as
well. Acts 16:31 says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved...” Christ’s
resurrection is not just a truth to believe, but it is a truth that changes our life completely
for our eternal best. His resurrection means that there is an eternal life for us, that there is
a resurrection for us that guarantees our existence beyond the short timeframe of our lives.
This means that the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead is at the heart of the gospel.

And the primary reason that we can have a certain hope of resurrection is because of
Christ’s resurrection. Let’s pick up reading verses 12-14. > Now if Christ is proclaimed as
raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the

dead? '*But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been

raised. "* And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in



vain. Then drop down to verse 17 where he expands that thought. '” And if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. There were apparently false
teachers in the church in Corinth who were teaching that there is no resurrection from the
dead. They should have understood this to be truth based on having accepted the gospel...
or at least claiming to accept the gospel. They were likely not denying an afterlife. In other
words, they were probably not saying that we ceased to exist after death, but that any
existence would be purely spiritual in nature with none of the physical nature that we now
live in and even enjoy.

Paul asks a series of questions. What if there is no physical resurrection for believers? Then
even Jesus himself would not have been raised from the dead. And if Christ has not been
raised what are the consequences? Our faith is in vain...it’s worthless! That means that if
our faith is worthless, we continue to be lost in our sin. This is why Christ’s resurrection is
central to the gospel, and therefore central and necessary to our salvation. And Christ’s
resurrection means that there is resurrection for all believers. And the truth is that all of
these if statements and questions are simply rhetorical, because Christ has been raised
from the dead. This is how Paul continues in verse 20-26. ** But in fact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. ' For as by a man
came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so
also in Christ shall all be made alive. * But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits,

then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. % For
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.?® The last enemy to

be destroyed is death. The reason that Christ’s resurrection secures our resurrection is
because he is the perfect Adam. He reverses the curse of Adam’s sin. Adam’s sin caused all
of us to sin after that. In fact, it caused us all to be born with a sin nature that is actively
rebelling against God. The Bible uses the term flesh to describe this condition of our natural
state of sinfulness. Romans 8:5-8 describes this condition of being in the flesh, our sin
nature. ° For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ® For to
set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.” For the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it
cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. The flesh, our sin nature, is
characterized by death. And the reason for that is that we are hostile to God, by refusing to
submit to him and his glory. That is the very definition of sin. And it keeps us from being
able to please God at all, since we are spiritually dead in our sin. That is what Adam gave to
us. But the second Adam, Jesus Christ, destroyed that curse of sin and death for all who
belong to Christ as verse 23 says. He did that by his death on the cross. Romans 6:6 says,
®We know that our old self® was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.

So, the beautiful truth of the gospel is the hope of resurrection, but the argument still
remains what is that resurrection like? Is it floating around in some eternal disembodied
form? Or is there a truly physical nature to it? Paul answers that question by saying that our
resurrection will be to a perfect spiritual and physical existence. Let’s read about that
resurrection experience in verses 35-44. ** But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised?
With what kind of body do they come?” *® You foolish person! What you sow does not come
to life unless it dies. > And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel,
perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. * But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and
to each kind of seed its own body. // Thendrop down to verse 42 // **So is it with the
resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.* It is



sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. *It is
sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a
spiritual body.

To simplify what Paul is saying here, our resurrection existence that comes after our
physical death will involve a body, although it is a different type of body to the one we
currently have. He makes the comparison between a seed and our current and future
existence. That seed has a body, but that seed doesn’t have a lot to offer until you plant it
in the ground. Once planted, just like burial after death, that seed produces a plant that is
far more beautiful and useful than the “dead” seed it came from. The seed, which
represents our bodies, is sown or buried perishable (subject to decay). But they are raised
imperishable and no longer subject to the decay over the years of life. It is buried or sown in
dishonor, meaning that our natural state is not honorable. But it is raised in glory, meaning
the glory of God. So our natural state on earth is one of sin, and not giving glory to God. But
in the resurrection life we fully reflect God’s glory as he intends for his creation. So, clearly
sin is not a part of this future resurrection body. Then he says, our body is sown in
weakness, but raised in power. We all know what weakness is to our human existence. We
get sick, our bodies wear out and eventually we all die no matter how healthy we are in a
doctor’s eyes. But our future resurrected existence is one of power. No weakness, no
sickness, complete and eternal health!

If it hasn’t been clear yet, our resurrection existence seems very much like the existence
Jesus had after his resurrection. Jesus was fully human at his birth. He aged just like we do.
Matthew 4 gives us an example of his normal human existence. Matthew 4:2 says, And after
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. Luke 22:42 seems to tell us that Jesus
even knew the pain that he would suffer on the cross when he prayed, 42 ... “Father, if you
are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” So,
pre-resurrection, his humanity was the same as ours with only one difference. His life was
never one of dishonor and failing to glorify God, since he never sinned. Hebrews 4:15 says
of Jesus. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. So
Jesus faced a very horrible painful human death on the cross, where because he took our
sin and God’s wrath against that sin on himself, he even experienced the dishonor we bring
on ourselves due to sin. But his resurrected body gives us a glimpse of our future
resurrected existence. After his resurrection he had a body that was still recognizable as
being him. Luke 24:39 says, See my hands and my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and
see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have. He even ate food!
Luke 24:42-43 says, 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate
before them. But we also know that this body was not limited to the human limitations we
live with during our lives here on earth. In John 20:19 we see an example of this. On the
evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” Doors and walls were no issue to a resurrected Jesus, so clearly although his
body looked the same, the limitations of our existence seemed to not apply. This is likely
what our resurrected body will be. It will be our current body, just perfected.

So far, | would say this truth of our resurrection bodies and existence is a very theological
and therefore it could be a rather cold and academic truth. But then we come to the end of
chapter 15, where Paul shows us just how we should respond to the incredible truth that is
our resurrection by pointing us to the time it will occur. And in these verses, we move from
the academic theological facts to the joyful response that this truth should create in us.



Let’s read verses 50-58 as we see the end of this chapter. | tell you this, brothers: flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable. ' Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, *?in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. So, these
resurrected bodies are only given to us after we are no longer flesh and blood, in other
words, living this completely human existence. This was the pattern of Jesus’ resurrection.
After death, his resurrection body was perfected. These bodies, though seem to come all at
the same time, which means there is an intermediate period after death where we will have a
spiritual existence that likely will not involve the resurrected Body. The resurrected body
comes at the return of Jesus Christ. We call this his Second Coming. Christ’s return will find
some Christians still alive on earth at that time...they will not have all “slept” or died. At the
time of his return, the dead bodies of all Christians who died before Christ’s return will be
resurrected from the dead and reunited with their spirits. Those Christians who are still alive
at that time will receive their resurrected bodies immediately and be transformed into their
new bodies without experiencing physical death.

Verse 54 describes this transformation by saying, the mortal puts on immortality. This is
cause for joy! This mortal existence we live that has been so affected by sin has an end
point. And that end point leads to a perfect existence that is unaffected by the problems of
this present world. There is no sickness, no pain, no grief, no sadness. Revelation 21:4
describes this existence... 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.” Is it any wonder then, that Paul ends chapter 15 with verses 55-
58, *°“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” *° The sting of death is
sin, and the power of sin is the law. *" But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. *® Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
This hope of the resurrection lets us live with no fear of the future, no fear of the death that
will inevitably come to all of us unless Christ returns in our lifetime. It gives us hope that the
work we do for Christ here on earth is not in vain. It strengthens us during the difficult times
to be steadfast and committed to the work that God has called us to. And it is all due to the
fact that we are “in Christ”, our victory is through our relationship with our Lord Jesus
Christ. He is the only hope for life after death. There is no resurrection and no eternal life
apart from him. If you know him, you can face the gates of hell itself, knowing that your
future is secure. But if you don’t, the only thing that awaits you is eternal punishment
separated from the God who loved you so much that he sent his only son to die on the cross
to redeem you from your sins and provide you with the immortal resurrection existence that
you were created for. Do you know Jesus Christ? Are you living your life in light of your
future immortality and resurrection or simply for the purpose of serving your present mortal
existence? Let’s pray



