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April 16, 2023

Ecclesiastes 3: 11b  Eternal Life

We celebrated the resurrection of Jesus last Sunday. We believe that Jesus died on the cross
for our sins and rose again. Through this faith, eternal life is given to us.

Today, | would like to open the Word of God with you to study about eternal life.

There are several passages in the Bible that speak of eternity. One of them is Ecclesiastes 3:11b.
Let’s read the first half of this verse. 'He has also set eternity in the human heart; '

For the believers, "eternity given to the human heart" is indeed "eternal life.”

The second half of verse 11b also says, 'yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning
to end.’

Human beings try to perceive eternity; however, we cannot fathom eternity. In fact, no one lives
forever on this earth. Even the believers themselves do not realize that they have been given
eternal life.

No one can explain experientially how to receive and live eternal life. The wonder of eternal life
does not make sense to us. What exactly is eternal life? The Bible contains verses about the
second coming of Jesus. When you read them, you will understand living a life in eternal life.

It begins with the second coming of Jesus. Jesus will return in the flesh.

Acts 1:11 says, " 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus,
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”™

There are three reasons for the second coming of Jesus.

The first reason is to bring earthly history to an end, to raise the dead and judge them.

John 5:28-29 states,” 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the
tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life,
and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”

The second reason for the second coming of Jesus is to give final glory to the believers.
Colossians 3:4 says, "4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him
in glory."

The third reason for the second coming of Jesus is to lead the believers to new heavens and
a new earth.

This is because in 2 Peter 3:10-13, it says, "10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.11 Since all these things
are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness,
12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his
promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells."

When Jesus returns, the believers will have final victory over sin with Him. They will also have
final victory over Satan. In other words, the believers are led to new heavens and a new earth
to live eternal life in His Kingdom. At that time, Jesus will hand over the kingdom to God the
Father. He will also submit Himself to God the Father.

The scene is described in 1 Corinthians 15:24-28. It says, "24 Then comes the end, when he
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.
25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. 27 For “God[c] has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it
says, “all things are put in subjection,” Clearly, He is excepted who put all things in subjection
under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to
him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all."

The Bible says that the believers will ultimately be glorified, sanctified, and perfected in new
heaven and a new earth, living a life to praise Jesus, the Lamb of God, forever, as depicted in
Revelation chapters 5 through 7.

The Bible describes the believers themselves worshiping Jesus, transformed in a very different
form and inner being than on earth.




According to J.l. Packer, believers undergo eight transformations.

First, they are transformed to know grace fully experientially.

1 Corinthians 13:12 says. "12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now | know
in part; then | shall know fully, even as | have been fully known."

Second, as they see God the Father and His Son Jesus with their own eyes, they are
transformed to fully experience being with them.

Third, the nature of loving God and obediently following Him will be perfected, and the heart
will be completely free, not captive to anything at all, and will be transformed to worship and
serve God completely.

Fourth, they will be transformed to be completely free of all sin, evil, weakness, setback and
deep hurt that they have experienced.

Revelation 7:17b says, "and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

Fifth, they are transformed so that they no longer have the sexual desires that have captivated
them in their earthly lives.

If we read Matthew 22:30, it says, "30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in
marriage but are like angels in heaven."

Sixth, they will be transformed so that there is no more hunger and no more thirst.

This is exactly what it says in Revelation 7:16, " 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat."

Seventh, they will be transformed so that the desire to sleep also disappears.

Revelation 22:5 says, "5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever."

The eighth and the final, they have none but a craving for more communion with God, and that
craving is transformed into complete fulfillment.

Believers will live eternal life as they undergo such transformation.

It is important to note that there is absolutely no room for the believer to attain eternal life
through his or her own efforts and practices.

And it is the Holy Spirit within the believer that transforms him or her into an image worthy of
living in eternal life, so that he or she may live in joyful, everlasting life.

Ephesians 1:13-14 says. "13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory."

As long as we live our lives on earth, we cannot see or sense spiritual reality.

Believers can only accept by faith what the Bible says.

2 Corinthians 4:18 says, "18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are
unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal."

2 Corinthians 5:7 also says, "7 For we walk by faith, not by sight."

Moreover, faith can waver in various situations of our lives. As a result, even believers can be
temporarily blinded by reality and become anxious and fearful.

| believe that the time when our faith is tested the most is when we face death. There is no one
on earth whose heart is not troubled in the face of death.

However, the Bible also describes what happens after death.

Pastor Ben will be preaching more about the issues of death in a few weeks from 1 Corinthians
chapter 15. | will only give a brief outline here.

When believers die, their souls are sanctified and enter a life of worship in heaven.

Let us read Hebrews 12:22-24. " 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel."

In other words, after death, believers will be even closer to Jesus. Only, they do not have a
physical body. They are longing to put on the resurrection body.



2 Corinthians 5:1-5 says. " For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent
we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on[a] we may not be
found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would
be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up
by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee."

Even death, which we fear, is seen as far superior to life on earth for the believer.

The Bible says that when Jesus returns, believers will be clothed in glorified bodies and go on to
live the eternal life. Clearly, our brothers and sisters in Christ, who have already died, are closer
to life eternal than we who are on earth. Moreover, they are full of joy. Furthermore, when Jesus
returns, those who have already died as believers will be clothed in glorified bodies. Believers who
are alive on earth will be made whole in an instant.

1Corinthians 15:51-54 describes it this way,” 51 Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For
this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.
54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall
come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”™

Paul praises the church congregation in Thessalonica for their disciplined study of the Word, their
turning away from idolatry and coming to faith in Jesus. In addition, he praises them for their
longing for the return of Jesus, which he sees as an example to all the believers in Macedonia and
in Achaia.

He writes in 1 Thessalonians 1:7-10.”7 so that you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in
Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say
anything. 9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you,
and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come."
This is worth noting. For Paul suggests that looking to eternal life is a sound faith.

At that time, the congregation of the church in Thessalonica was being persecuted by the Jews.
There must have been believers in the Church who were trying to look beyond earthly persecution
to a joyful eternity.

The more they suffered earthly hardships and sorrows, the more they must have felt compelled
to think of eternal life.

They knew that the Bible testified to Jesus Christ.

They knew that God had given them faith in Jesus as a grace.

They knew that the Bible says that believers will surely receive eternal life and be called to a
life of praising the Lord in His Kingdom.

That is why they could not help but surrender their entire hearts to His Word of the Bible and
stake their entire existence on the fulfillment of the Word.

Then, | believe, hope and joy in the Holy Spirit filled them from within.

| believe that this faith became an overwhelming force that pushed them to overcome their
hardships, filling their hearts with peace, which had been deprived by the hardships they were
facing.

Let's look again at Ecclesiastes 3:11b, "Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he
cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end."

God has given us a desire for eternity.

The reason for this was so that we as believers might look to eternal life through the Holy
Scripture.

We did this in order to fully surrender our own faith to the Holy Scripture.

As a result, we would be filled with hope and joy that welled up from within.

It is this surging thought that frees us from our earthly attachments.




It actually becomes a force that helps us overcome earthly hardships.

It fills the heart with such peace that it swallows up the anxiety and fear of earthly death.
Let us daily turn our thoughts to eternal life.

Seek message daily from the Bible.

Pray for wisdom to read and understand the Bible.

Pray for wisdom to understand Jesus' second coming and final victory.

Submit our faith to the Word of the Holy Scripture.

Continue to pray for the help of the Holy Spirit.

The new school year and new fiscal year have begun. Congratulations to all the new students and
new workers.

Others may be experiencing a mixture of hopes and fears in their new living environment. Some
of you may be undergoing treatment for some illness.

Believers, you will surely receive eternal life. You will certainly be transformed into citizens of
the Kingdom that praise the Lord. So, no matter what your situation is, let us look ahead to
the eternal life that lies ahead.

As you keep the eyes of your heart fixed on eternal life, hope and joy will well up within you.
That hope and joy become an overwhelming force that frees the mind from all earthly attachments
and hesitations. Its power will help us overcome earthly hardships.

We believe that when we face death, that power fills our hearts with the peace that swallows up
our fears and anxieties about death and help us overcome. For it is this power that leads us as
believers to eternal life and transforms us into a new image. On the other hand, some of you may
be rejoicing right now with wonderful blessings on earth. Please remember that beyond those
earthly blessings, there is eternity, an even more wonderful blessing. Please accept the thoughts
and feelings that come from your heart. You will experience more freedom of mind, freeing your
heart from the desires of the flesh that try to cling to the current blessings. Let us give thanks
to the Lord for leading us to this point and offer that blessing. Let us ask the Lord to use that
blessing. | am sure that Jesus will make great use of that blessing for Himself. In other words,
Jesus will use you greatly as the steward of that blessing. Some of you may cherish memories of
brothers and sisters in Christ who are already safely home. They are now a step ahead of you
and are experiencing a delight far greater than that on earth. Please forget what lies behind and
fix your eyes on what lies ahead, and in peace, shout hallelujah to praise the Lord.

As people around you see you trying to live daily with your eyes fixed on eternal life, being
driven by the hope and joy that surge up from within you, and praising God, how can they but
not come to know Jesus.

Let each of us manifest God's glory this way in our earthly lives.

Let us pray.




