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1Corinthians 15:12-34 What if there is no resurrection?

As First Corinthians 15 opened, Paul focused on the death and resurrection of Christ.
He spent a lot of time focused on the proof for Christ’s resurrection, because
resurrection is the focus of this chapter. And in order to defend the resurrection of
believers, he must start with showing that the resurrection of Christ is the foundation of
that doctrine, or teaching. As we continue in chapter 15 we will be looking at verses 12-
34, where Paul begins to tie the resurrection of Christ to the resurrection of believers.
Look how he begins in verse 12, after spending much of the first 11 verses defending
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. ' Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the

dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? '*But if there
is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. So, he begins at
the resurrection in order to argue against this false teaching of no future resurrection. If
resurrection for believers does not exist, then Jesus did not rise from the dead
either. And if Jesus did not rise from the dead, there are serious consequences for
those of us who claim to be his followers. So Paul spends the next 5 verses focused on
the what the results of a dead Christ would be.

Let’s read verses 14 - 19. "* And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in
vain and your faith is in vain. The first result of a dead Savior is that our preaching is
worthless, and everyone spending their lives preaching the gospel is wasting their life.
This also means that for those who respond to the message that Paul and everyone who
preaches the gospel is delivering, their faith is false and useless. He will say this twice in
this passage to emphasize that this is his main point. Without the resurrection of Jesus
Christ we have a worthless and empty faith. There are people who call themselves
Christians, who even teach in seminaries, pastor churches and are highly influential who
teach that the resurrection did not happen, at least not as the Bible teaches. The BBC
did a survey back in 2017 that found that less than 60% of those who described
themselves as Christians who were active in their faith believed the account of the
resurrection as the Bible describes it. I’'m not sure what all the other 40 plus percent
believe, but it is not Christianity. They do not have true saving faith in Jesus Christ, if
there is no resurrection.

What’s worse is that Paul says, not only is our preaching and subsequent faith
worthless, we are lying about God himself. Continue reading verses 15 and 16."° We are
even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised
Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. '®For if the dead
are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. To mislead people about the person and
nature of God would be the worst thing we as a being created by him could do. And yet,
Paul says to deny resurrection, denies even the resurrection of Christ and tells people
lies about God himself. This would put us in danger of God’s judgement given what the
Corinthians knew and what we know about the nature of God. God tells us in the third of
what we know as the 10 Commandments that misusing his name brings judgement.
Exodus 20:7 says, 7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the
Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. Would God not act with
similar actions against someone who lies about his very nature? But that’s not even the
worst of it. Not only have we falsely testified about God, our sins are not forgiven. Look
at verse 17. '" And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in
your sins. The primary problem, the overwhelming problem, that Jesus came to fix, was
the problem of our sin. Since the first humans, Adam and Eve, sinned, all of us are born



already a sinner both by nature and once capable of moral decisions, by our own choice.
We are living in what the Bible calls our flesh, and Romans 8:7 says, 7 For the mind that
is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it
cannot. We are incapable of not sinning, and that sin brings the penalty of not only our
physical death, but our spiritual death. This is the reason we need the new life, the
resurrection that Jesus provides for us. But if there is no resurrection, then there is no
new life, and there is no salvation and forgiveness of our sin. That leaves us in a
hopeless situation as we look at the certainty of death. So verse 18 says, '° Then those
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If there is no salvation from our sins
then the first part of Romans 6:23 is still true, 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the
second wonderful, hope filled second part of that verse is impossible. It says, but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. If there is no hope of this eternal
life and rescue from our sins, then all of our actions and worship here on earth of this
one we call our Savior, Jesus Christ, is useless and we are wasting our whole life serving
a delusion. Which is what Paul points out in verse 19. "°If in Christ we have hope™ in this
life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. If the Christian faith is just a philosophy
or a religious way of life that helps us through this world, but offers nothing past death,
then people should not want what we have. They should look at us like we are pathetic
in the way we live our lives in devotion to a man who is dead and offers nothing past this
life. Basically, we are in the same position as every false religion that we condemn.

The one thing that sets Christianity apart from other world religions that claim to offer a
way to God, is a Savior who was raised from the dead. And so after showing all the
results of what would happen if the resurrection had not happened, Paul continues in
verse 20...% But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead... That fact changes
everything! So Paul goes on to show us the results of a risen Christ. And those results
are for us, and for Christ himself. Verses 20-22 show us the results for us. * But in
fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. *' For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. #For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Because Christ
has risen from the dead, we can enjoy new life, resurrected life through faith in Jesus
Christ. Of course, he will spend the rest of chapter 15 building this case for our physical
resurrection at Christ’s return. But there is spiritual renewal and real eternal life that we
inherit immediately upon salvation. Ephesians 2:1-5 is the key passage regarding this. It
tells us, 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air...
continuing on in verse 4 we read, 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great
love with which he loved us, beven when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— Because of Christ’s death AND
resurrection, we, who are dead in our sin can truly be made alive with Christ. Just as he
lives after death, we can experience resurrection ourselves into new life now and after
death and ultimately in a renewed body in eternity.

But of course the beginning of all this is Christ’s resurrection, which first had results for
him, and laid the foundation for our resurrection. We see the results for Christ in verses
23-28. ®But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who
belong to Christ. ** Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. * For he must

reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.?® The last enemy to be destroyed is



death. ¥ For “God™ has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all
things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in
subjection under him. * When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will
also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all
in all. There is a necessary order that had to happen for our salvation. Christ had to rise
from the dead first, then we could obtain salvation. Even Saints in the Old Testament
could not experience the benefits of salvation in this life in the same way we can,
because they were putting their faith in a Savior who had not yet been revealed. Now, of
course, Jesus Christ is and always was God, so he was already present in the Old
Testament. In fact John 1:1-3 tells us, 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. So, it
is clear that Jesus Christ as God is eternal and always existing and in fact is identified
with the Trinity in Creation. But it was not until he died a human death, and then was
raised from the dead, that he provided permanent freedom from the curse of sin and
death. And if that fact alone is not enough to make us find hope in our future through
his death and resurrection, Paul points out that Jesus did not just rise again to the same
human existence as before. He ascended to his rightful and true position of authority as
our king. The only thing in existence that is not under the authority of Jesus Christ is
God the Father himself who is the First person of the Trinity. It is pointed out that He is
the one who installed Jesus as king over all the universe in verse 27. Because of Jesus’
resurrection, death itself is subjected underneath his sovereign rule. He defeated it and
it no longer has any power. This is a powerful thought in verse 26, that The last enemy
to be destroyed is death! For most people in the world, death is this fear that we live
with for most of our lives. We do everything we can to stop it from happening. We fight
it for as long as possible, and of course we should not seek to end our life or anyone’s
life prematurely because human life is important. This is why God can say in Genesis 9:6
“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in
his own image. But for the Christian, we can face the inevitability of our death with a
hope and even peace that is unknown to one without Christ.

But Paul doesn’t stop with just the hope of resurrection for us, and the place of Christ
now after his resurrection. He continues his thought by saying that our actions should
change in light of what we believe about Christ’s resurrection. If we say and truly
believe that Christ has risen from the dead then there should be changes in how we live
in light of that truth. Look at verses 29-34. * Otherwise, what do people mean by being
baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people
baptized on their behalf? * Why are we in danger every hour? *'| protest, brothers,

by my pride in you, which | have in Christ Jesus our Lord, | die every day! ** What do |
gain if, humanly speaking, | fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not

raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” ** Do not be deceived: “Bad
company ruins good morals.”™ * Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do
not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. | say this to your shame. Verse
29 is difficult. It is clear that whatever baptizing on behalf of the dead is, it is something
that happens as a result of the hope of resurrection or at least because of Christ’s
resurrection. There are many different views on what this is talking about, but the truth
is we really don’t know. | tend to take it at face value that some of the Corinthian
believers with perhaps a misguided view of baptism were being baptized for the dead.
Since it was not addressed anywhere else, perhaps it was not a widespread error, and



Paul did not consider their obscure practice to be a major deviation from the faith or
affect the gospel. It was clearly not being practiced in the way the Mormon church
which preaches a false gospel uses this passage. They are baptized for dead relatives
believing that this brings them salvation. Clearly, whatever was happening was not
involving a false gospel regarding the nature of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ,
since Paul was not concerned to address it. So, that was one action taking place based
on Christ’s resurrection and the certainty of our future resurrection because of that.
But then he talks about others. And what he shows us is that his willingness to put his
very life on the line and face the inevitable persecution that came with the proclamation
of the gospel of Jesus Christ was because of the certainty of resurrection. Without the
certainty of that resurrection and new life offered because of it, he says, then let’s just
“eat and drink for tomorrow we die.” Carpe Diem...Seize the day...you only live once! In
other words there is nothing more past this life, so do with it whatever you want. A
similar expression in Japanese might be (IMAWOIKIRU)SZ4Z % or in more religious
understandings IRttt (GENSE or GENSEI) - from Buddhism, also pronounced
UTSUSHIYO in Shinto. But it is this idea that only now matters. For the Christian, now
matters, but it matters in its relation to eternity. So our life changes, and our actions
change in relation to that future resurrection possible because of Christ’s resurrection.
That includes that our human relationships change, sometimes even with those who
claim to be Christians, but are teaching wrong doctrine about God. Paul says in verse
33, “Bad company ruins good morals.” This is talking about those who are saying there
is no resurrection. Reject that teaching as sinful! Don’t mess around with false teaching
and doctrine. Paul compares it to being in a drunken stupor, ignoring the sinful teaching.
In the same way that we many times ignore sinful behavior in our lives, we can tolerate
sinful teaching in the church, and Paul says to both, “Do not go on sinning!” Christianity
is not just saying what you believe; it is acting on that belief...living out your faith. This is
what living a Gospel centered life is all about. We recognize God’s holiness and repent of
the sin that becomes evident in light of the truth of who God is. Then we ask for the
Holy Spirit’s help to change those sinful ways. We don’t just ignore it.

If you deny the resurrection, you deny Christ himself. Many times we live in practical
denial of the resurrection, because we live as if the things of this world are the most
important things in this life. We live tolerating sin, because we fail to see how horrible
and ugly it is before a holy God. Our life never reflects what we say we believe, and in
our actions we simply live as if Christ was never resurrected. If that is you today, then
this time of communion is for you. It is a time to repent. To receive the forgiveness that
God offers you for those actions that in effect deny his resurrection and make light of
his suffering that led to his death. We need Christ’s death, because our sins need to be
paid for; but we need Christ’s resurrection, because we are called to live a new and
resurrected life of repentance of sin and walking by faith. If you have truly repented of
your sin and are trusting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and then been obedient in
baptism, | invite you to join us for this communion meal. If you have not accepted Jesus
Christ or been obedient in baptism, then | would ask you to not partake. For children,
the best way parents can teach them the importance of Communion is to not allow them
to participate if they are not ready. After | pray the Deacons will serve the prepackaged
elements from the 4 corners of the sanctuary and then we will eat together and drink
together. Let’s pray.



