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1 Corinthians 15:35-49 A New Body

In 1Corinthians 15, Paul has defended the bodily resurrection of believers from the grave
at the return of Jesus Christ. That promise of resurrection is based completely on the truth
of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. And while his explanation in this chapter of
everything that we lose if Christ’s resurrection and therefore our resurrection is false
should have convinced his readers, he anticipates one final question that could be raised
by the skeptics in our passage for today, 1Corinthians 15:35-49. His answer to this final
question will lead him to the glorious conclusion of chapter 15, Verses 55-57, “Death is
swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your
sting?”56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. But he wants to address this
one last question that he poses in verse 35. *> But someone will ask, “How are the dead
raised? With what kind of body do they come?”

Now, this is probably not a question that the Corinthians had actually posed to Paul. It is
more likely that Paul is sort of anticipating this question coming up. But you need to
understand that he is not framing this question as being asked with a genuine desire to
understand. It would be asked by those who disagreed with him on the resurrection and
did not share his belief that resurrection is even real. Of course, it would be asked based
on what we all know to be true — that our bodies given enough time, naturally decay back
to simply dirt. The remains get scattered in many cases. And the thought of a body coming
back together after 10’s or 100’s or even thousands of years makes no sense to the
human brain. Now even though this is truly a disingenuous question, Paul answers it by
explaining what we can expect from that resurrection body. As he begins his answer, we
can see how he understands the false sincerity just in the question being asked as he
begins verse 36 by addressing the one asking the question as, “You foolish person!” This
is the same word used in Psalm 14:1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They
are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is none who does good. And in fact in
Romans 3, Paul also quotes from Psalm 14, and it is very normal for him to draw concepts
from the Old Testament to address the issues he writes about. So here, he is bringing to
mind the entire message of the Old Testament, especially in Psalms and Proverbs that the
fool is one who has no spiritual or moral judgement, so he or she makes foolish decisions.
Not believing in resurrection is a foolish decision made by someone who has no spiritual
understanding.

But, Paul still provides a response to their disingenuous question by first describing our
Current Body and then what we can expect in our Resurrected Body. First, he addresses
our current body starting with verses 36-37. 3¢ You foolish person! What you sow does
not come to life unless it dies. 3 And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare
kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. It may be rather surprising how he
describes our body here. He compares it to a seed. This makes sense when you
understand that Paul is thinking of real life as something that starts after death rather than
what comes before it. So everything about our current body is more like the seed that must
be planted in order to truly start its life. Is there life within that seed? Yes, of course there
is. But that life is minimal compared to the life that awaits it as a grown fruit bearing plant.

The ones asking the question that Paul poses are not even asking the right question. They
have already assumed that there is no resurrection, so this life is the only life you are



given. So that means this body at its decay is at the end of its existence. And in a purely
physical sense that may be true, but for all of us, this 80, 90, even 100 years we spend on
earth is but a drop in the bucket of eternity that awaits us after death. And one day,
however this body ends, burial, cremation, cancer, heart disease, simply giving out due to
age, whatever it might be, in God’s view, this is when the next stage of our perfect physical
existence really begins. Because what comes next for our existence is so much better than
the best most perfect experience this body here on earth ever gave us. Because God has
a Future Body that offers an experience that is beyond anything we could hope for or
imagine for ourselves.

The first thing we see about the future body is that it is God’s choice, not ours. And that is
a very good thing. Look at verse 38. *® But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to
each kind of seed its own body. God’s sovereignty, his complete authority extends to every
area of our existence, from our birth, to our death and beyond. You know, I'm pretty sure
that in Heaven, | want to live for eternity in the body | had when | was 23. | could do a lot of
pullups, run 5 kilometers in around 20 minutes and looked great in my Marine Corps
uniform, at least in my opinion. But that is the extent of what | think my perfect body should
be. And the truth is that whatever we imagine to be the perfect body, the perfect existence
for us to live in for all eternity cannot compare to the eternal God who knows everything
about us, and has planned for us to live eternally bringing glory him. Luke 12:7 says that
“[to God] ...even the hairs of your head are all numbered...” | would rather have my Creator
who knows the ever changing number of hairs on my head design the eternal body for my
existence than for him to give me my choice of bodies to live in. To many, God’s sovereign
choice that we know as unconditional election and predestination is an evil or at least a
wrong concept to attribute to a loving God. But without God’s choice of us to salvation, all
of us are doomed to face hell as we come under the rightful judgement of God for our sin.
But God according to 2Peter 3:9, ...not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance, has chosen those who will be his own in order to rescue us from our sin.
Romans 8:29 says, For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. The
amazing story of grace in God’s Sovereign choice is that absolutely none of us is worthy of
God'’s salvation. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of our God as Romans
3:23 tells us, which makes us incapable of choosing to glorify God. And yet to those he has
chosen, God in his grace gives the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ who took our
place as objects of God’s wrath, by dying on the cross. Instead of arguing against God’s
sovereignty, we should live lives of thankfulness for his choosing to save us. And, we
should seek to share that same message with those around us, praying that God would
grant them faith and repentance, because He has chosen them as well. Here in
1Corinthians, Paul tells us that choice will extend to our resurrected body as well.

But he does give us a hint to go on about what that body may be like. He says, “to each
kind of seed its own body.” This seems to indicate that our future bodies will be similar in
some ways to our physical bodies, perhaps in appearance. But whatever that means for
our future bodies, although they may be similar, they are going to be different. Read verses
39-40. 3 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for
animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 4° There are heavenly bodies and earthly
bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of
another. So, clearly while there may be similarities as whatever we will become in eternity
is based on the seed that is planted in this earthly life, there will be significant differences
as well. Now Paul doesn't try to speculate on all of those differences. He is simply making
the point here, that even in the world around us, we know that there are differences



between living creatures. Animals have flesh and blood, but they are different from
humans. Fish and birds have similar types of skeletal tissue, but a fish is not a bird. So,
while our Heavenly resurrected body may resemble our earthly body in some way, it will
reflect God’s glory in a different way than we currently reflect God’s glory as the image-
bearers of God here on earth.

But because both bodies come from the same creator, the same glory lies in both. This is
the final point that Paul makes regarding our future body. Verse 41 says, *' There is one
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star
differs from star in glory. When we think of the sun, moon and stars, we know that each of
those objects in our universe have certain points of beauty or glory about each of them.
The sun gives warmth and light. It is necessary to sustain plant life, which in turn adds to
an environment that humans can live in. So, the sun is necessary to our life as well. The
moon gives off a reflected glory, as we see it light up the night sky because of the light it
reflects from the sun that is at a different point in the earth’s rotation. But although, the light
does not come from a source within itself, the moon is beautiful to see in all its different
phases and even colors. The stars, although the same as our sun, give off an different type
of beauty and glory in the clear night sky, as we see the vastness of our universe from
these billion points of light coming from millions of light years away from our little earth.

The glory does not come from us, but from our creator who gave us both bodies as verse
38 points out. Genesis 1:27 says, So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them. Because we are image bearers of
God here on earth, these bodies as imperfect as they are reflect the glory of our Creator.
So, just imagine how the glory will be in a New Heaven and New Earth when our
resurrected bodies reflect the image of God without the stain of sin on those bodies! This
thought of what awaits us, this vision of perfectly reflecting the image and glory of God
should give us hope as we go through the pain associated with the existence we currently
experience in this physical body. Jeremiah 29 talks about this Future Hope that sustains
us. Jeremiah 29:11 says, "' For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans
for welfarel@ and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. This verse is written to
Jewish exiles who were forcibly removed from their land, their homes and taken to a
foreign country. In this verse, God promises a future and hope to those subdued and even
enslaved people. That is the same attitude that God continues to have towards his people
today. He tells us that our relationship to this world is one of being strangers and
foreigners. 1Peter 2:11 tells us, 1" Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. It is this promise of
future resurrection that provides us that same future and hope that God promised the
people of Israel in the Old Testament. Yes, we are sojourners, temporary residents in a
world that brings pain and suffering and physical weakness to this body we experience the
world through. But there is hope, because there is resurrection.

Paul tells us first that there is the hope of perfection. Read verses 42-43. *? So is it with the
resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.*3 It is
sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. Our lives
are characterized and even organized around imperfection. We know the natural
progression of things in this world is to eventually wear out, and that includes our bodies.
So, we do things like put exercise into our schedule so we can make health and fitness a
part of our routine. We do preventative health checkups so we can stay on top of catching
health issues before they get bigger. We get vaccinated from whatever diseases we can to
prevent another sickness from being able to get the better of us. We feel the effects of



aging that happen to all of us at different stages of our lives. We know that this body is
wearing out. But what gives us hope as followers of Christ is that there is a better life
awaiting us. There is a better body that God will one day give us. That body will not wear
out. It is not perishable. It perfectly displays God’s glory in all of His perfection. And the
weakness we currently experience will never again be a part of our experience.

But this is not just a physically perfect body, it is a spiritually perfect body. Right now, we
all are not only born sinners, we have to struggle and fight against temptation to sin even
after we have accepted Jesus Christ. It is true we have the Holy Spirit to strengthen us to
fight that spiritual battle. But what if there was no battle? What if there was no sin nature?
No struggle to do the right thing, the God honoring thing? That is the promise of our
resurrected body. Verse 44 says, # It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If
there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. This promise of spiritual perfection is
only possible through Jesus Christ. Continue reading verses 45-47. “° Thus it is

written, “The first man Adam became a living being”;@! the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 4" The
first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. To quote an
old hymn, “my hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” Through
Adam’s sin as the first human, we inherited a sin nature. Through Jesus, the last Adam,
who also represented humanity before God, we can inherit eternal life. Adam failed for all
of us, but Jesus Christ lived in perfect holiness with no failure, and took Adam’s penalty
and all of the penalty for our sin on himself, so that through faith in him we can have hope
of eternal life. His perfect spiritual life truly was the life-giving spirit.

And our future hope of a resurrected body is embodied for us in his resurrected
body. Let’s read verses 48-49 as we finish this passage.*® As was the man of dust, so also
are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of
heaven.*® Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the
image of the man of heaven. Paul is answering this disingenuous question about what kind
of body we will have in the resurrection. And the short answer to that is — the kind of body
Jesus had at his resurrection. Just as we live now in the same type of ever weakening
body of our ancestor Adam that will return to dust, we will one day enjoy the eternal perfect
body that Jesus Christ now enjoys after His resurrection. So let this hope and vision of the
God glorifying perfection that awaits you if you know Jesus Christ sustain you even as you
live with the effects of this body of dust here on earth. God has a body waiting for you that
is incorruptible, not able to be destroyed, glorious, powerful and perfectly spiritual, just like
our Lord Jesus Christ’s. Let’s pray.



