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1Corinthians 16:1-11 The Christian, the Church, and Giving

Today we are starting 1Corinthians 16, the last chapter in this book. We will be looking at
verses 1-11. Including today, we have 3 sermons left in this book. The main concerns of
the book have all been dealt with, and Paul is now wrapping it up with some personal items
of business. But even in these largely administrative and personal details, there are
instructions that are applicable to all of us even now as part of God’s Word to us. Let’s
begin by reading verses 1-2 of 1Corinthians 16. Now concerning the collection for the
saints: as | directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first day of
every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so
that there will be no collecting when | come.

This passage actually gives us two big ideas that should be present in the life of the church
today. The main ideas are these, individual Christians should give and churches
should give. Verse 2 shows us this giving by individual Christians. After reminding them in
verse 1 that this is a message he also gives to other churches, Paul says, On the first day
of every week each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so
that there will be no collecting when | come. Notice that this first part of his instruction to
the church is to individuals within the church. He says, “each of you”, so this involves each
member of the church. It is not instruction that he is giving just to the rich people that were
undoubtedly in the church. It was not given only to those who were Deacons or Elders in
the church. “Each of you” in the church are to save money specifically for giving to the
mission of the church. How do we know it is for giving through the church? Notice he
specifically says, “the first day of every week.” From the earliest days of the church, the
first day of the week, the day after the Jewish Sabbath day was the day for Christian
worship. We see this at the very beginning in the book of Acts. Acts 20:7 says, 7 On the
first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul talked with
them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight. The
Jewish understanding of a day began at night around 6PM and concluded 24 hours later,
about 6PM the next day. So, after keeping the Sabbath on the seventh day, Saturday, the
first Jewish believers would then gather on what we would think of as Saturday night and
worship and celebrate the resurrection together. Gradually, those times of worship moved
to Sunday morning, but the point was the same. That was the time the church gathered
together, and that was the time offerings were to be given.

Is it wrong to give to other Christian ministries and causes outside of your church where
you are a member? Not necessarily, but the New Testament practice is clearly giving
through the gathering of the local church for the support of the church mission and
ministry. Your spiritual life, health and nourishment should be coming from your local
church, in our case YIBC, therefore it is only right if your offerings should support the work
of what is supposed to be your church family. If we are failing in our primary mission of
building up the body of Christ for the work of the ministry, then please come talk to me and
help me understand how we can better disciple and serve you and your family. But simply
redirecting your money and resources without at least giving us a chance to talk about the
problems is not the Biblical way to handle even unhealthy church environments. This is
more my opinion probably than a Biblical principal, but | think understanding that our
primary mode of missions and ministry support is through the local church leads to this
understanding.

Now, about the big question that everyone has — how much should | give? Notice that Paul
addresses that question. He says to put something ... as he may prosper. It would be very
easy for me to simply tell you that you should tithe 10%. There are other leaders in the



church who very strongly believe that, and | would absolutely point to the tithe as a general
guideline that the Bible supports as a sort of baseline standard. And | do tithe, but | think
Paul is in some ways asking us to look beyond a legalistic standard. He is saying that
everyone can do something. Jesus and his disciples were sitting in the temple watching
people put money in the offering boxes, and he saw a poor widow who put in just two little
copper coins, likely worth less than 1 yen each in modern financial terms. But he said to
his disciples in Mark 12:43-44, 43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly | tell you,
this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of
their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” Jesus
was commending the sacrificial nature of the gift. It wasn’t 10 percent, it was far more. It
was everything. So, if you say, well how can | give, | don’t have enough. Somewhere
between something and everything is a good standard. But | would still commend to you
that 10 percent is a good standard to hold to since Paul here is still teaching a proportional
standard in giving without saying a certain percent. Notice he says, “as he may prosper.”
Some of you prosper a lot, and can afford to give more than 10 percent. Some of you
prosper only a little and maybe 10 percent is a stretch for you. But God is not asking you to
give what someone else is giving. He is asking you to give based on what he has given
you or prospered you. Remember, everything you have comes from God in the first place.
Romans 11:36 reminds us, 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen. So, when God tells us that we are supposed to give to
support the work of his kingdom and his church, then all he wants us to do is return a part
of what is rightfully his anyway.

But, it’s not just individual Christians that should give, but churches should give
externally to support the work of the gospel around the world as well. That giving is in two
ways, money and partnership. The first type of giving we see here discussed is money.
Look at verses 3-4. 3 And when | arrive, | will send those whom you accredit by letter to
carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable that | should go also, they will
accompany me. So, it is clear that at least part of the money that individuals gave to the
church was intended to support the work of the church outside of Corinth. In this case, the
church at Jerusalem was the recipient of a special collection that Paul was organizing
among the churches of Asia and Macedonia. In Romans 15, we are given an idea of what
this offering was likely supporting. Romans 15:26 says, 26 For Macedonia and Achaia
have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem.
This collection from these churches was likely to support those who were poor in
Jerusalem. The church members in Corinth and other places were likely wealthy compared
to those in Jerusalem at this time, and due to the persecution from the Jewish religious
leaders in Jerusalem, it likely made life very difficult for them. So, what we see is churches
helping churches.

And as we should, we still practice this as a church today, as we give financially to do
things together with other churches that no one church could do on our own. This is a great
opportunity to explain how we as a church practice this idea of giving. | have given
everyone a handout with one side English and one side Japanese explaining what is called
the Cooperative program (Please find it at the end of this manuscript). This is the way that
Great Commission Baptists join together in the Southern Baptist Convention cooperate for
ministry together. When you look at that diagram you see the churches on the top as the
ones providing the finances for the rest of the structure. As of 2021 statistics, there are
47,614 Cooperating Churches who associate with each other through the Southern Baptist
Convention, representing 13.6 million church members. The actual Southern Baptist
Convention only exists once a year when the churches send messengers to the Annual



Meeting to decide as a group of churches how best to use the resources that God
provides. All the activities of the Southern Baptist Convention also known as Great
Commission Baptists are funded through this one Cooperative Program. So back to the
local church at the top. Most, well over 90% of churches are related to the Great
Commission Baptists through a State Baptist Convention, as are we. Hawaii has the one
state convention that has partnered with churches outside of the US, creating the first and
so far only unique situation of have SBC affiliated churches like us that are not US
churches. On the chart you can see that first level of Cooperative Program giving. Money
goes from us to the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention. Some states run colleges; HPBC
does not. But our money pays for the Convention staff and funds missions endeavors done
by HPBC and other local church projects like VBS across the Hawaii Pacific region. They
run campus outreaches on the local college campuses, and assist with church planting.
And they even find resources outside of Hawaii from mainland US sources to benefit the
churches of the HPBC, which is very beneficial since we have one of the poorest in terms
of funding state conventions.

So, our money first goes to the state convention, who keeps about 80% of it to be used for
HPBC projects only. That money stays in the HPBC region and benefits the Asia Baptist
Network and other HPBC churches. You can see examples of the projects done by state
conventions on the diagram. Then you can see the money leaving the state Conventions
and going to the national Cooperative Program funds. For HPBC, that means that about
20% of what we give to HPBC as Cooperative Program funds are then sent to Nashville
Tennessee to fund National Convention efforts. Those funds are spent in 3 primary ways
and in 2 smaller cooperative areas. You can see the big three there on your diagram,
International Missions, Theological Education, and North American Missions. There are
also the two lesser ones, Ethics and Religious liberty issues through the Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission and the SBC operating budget that pays for the
administrative expenses of the assets the SBC owns, the full-time staff employed by the
Convention’s Executive Committee, and expenses related to holding the Convention itself
each year. The International Missions Arm is the International Mission Board, which funds
3552 missionaries in every area of the world except North America, about 100 of which are
based here in Japan and 2 serve out of YIBC. Theological education is funding for the 6
Southern Baptist Seminaries in the US. We have three members of YIBC enrolled at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary right now, and | graduated from Southeastern
Seminary. Finally, there are the North American Missions through the North American
Mission Board. They train and fund church planters and missions efforts throughout North
America, but starting with our church plant at Cross Church Yokosuka, they even began to
fund churches outside of North America.

That is the Cooperative Program. Currently, YIBC gives ¥1,000,000 per year to the
Cooperative Program. Notice also, there are two special offerings each year pictured by
the direct funding flows to International Missions and to North American Missions. By now,
most of you are likely familiar with the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, which goes directly
to the International Mission Board. This year, YIBC gave $5356.82/¥%720,000 to the Lottie
Moon offering which represented 75% of our Christmas offering we collect each year. We
don’t collect the Annie Armstrong offering that goes to the North American Mission Board,
but most US churches do.

In addition to those Great Commission Baptist ways of collecting money, we also do
individual missions efforts and give to other organizations and churches. A few weeks ago,
you saw the sign we provided for Cross Community Church Yokohama, and at Christmas
we gave the Japan portion of our offering to Seahorse Soccer Ministry. Next week, | have



invited Johan and Haruko Strydom to present their church planting ministry in Osaka, and |
hope we as a church can find some way to be a part of their effort in the future. Which
leads to the next aspect of giving that churches should be involved in which is partnership
with specific ministries and individuals. Look at verse 5-11. 5 | will visit you after
passing through Macedonia, for | intend to pass through Macedonia, 6 and perhaps | will
stay with you or even spend the winter, so that you may help me on my journey, wherever |
go. 7 For | do not want to see you now just in passing. | hope to spend some time with
you, if the Lord permits. 8 But | will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a wide door for
effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 10 When Timothy
comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he is doing the work of the Lord, as |
am. 11 So let no one despise him. Help him on his way in peace, that he may return to me,
for | am expecting him with the brothers. Look at all the connections in these verses. Paul
was going from church to church in several different cities and sending Timothy as a
missionary to different churches. Paul expected the church in Corinth to provide for
Timothy in a hospitable way that would refresh him in his ministry. Even by telling the
Corinthians about the ministry opportunities in verse 9, he gives them an opportunity to
partner with him in prayer. In this passage of Scripture, we have seen partnership in
finances, and now in hospitality and likely housing for Timothy. At YIBC, we actively look
for partnerships with not only HPBC, but with Pastor Chris Thomas at Cross Church
Yokosuka and Pastor Patrick McGinty at CCCY. We have an ongoing partnership with
Kona Baptist Church, and we have a mission team coming from Atlanta Georgia this
Summer, similar to Timothy coming to the church in Corinth.

As we close this passage on giving today, though, | want to draw a line between our giving
and our relationship to Christ. Notice Paul’s focus in everything in the little phrase in verse
7, “if the Lord permits.” Paul understood that in every part of life even finances and church
support and ministry opportunities, God is Sovereign. He is in control. If we keep that
focus, then Holy Spirit directed giving whether on our part personally or our church as a
body is easy, because we know that God is in control of everything even our finances.
Keeping the gospel centered vision that we have been talking about so much this year also
let’'s us give to God however he leads, because every time we look at the cross, we see
God’s love for us that gave his only son so that we could become sons and daughters of
God. John 1:12 says about Jesus Christ, 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God... That focus on Christ’s sacrificial
death and our place in God’s family because of that sacrifice should guide our giving. He
gave everything for us, so that we could have an inheritance from our Father God himself,
who owns everything. So, whatever he asks us to give, should be an easy gift in view of
God’s ability and his grace. Let’s pray.



The Cooperative Program: Like a Mighty River
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