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1 Corinthians 16:12-20 The Solution to a Messy Church

Today we continue with these final words of the book of 1Corinthians. As | said last
week, the purpose of the book and the issues he needed to address are completed, and
what we have in 1Corinthians 16 are his concluding thoughts and greetings. But he says
a lot in these thoughts and greetings. After a book that has included a lot of words of
correction and confrontation in addressing sin and unhealthy messiness in the church,
we see in these final words an encouragement to fix the messiness, the disorder that
existed in the body of Christ there in Corinth. Primarily in verse 13-18, we see the
solution to a messy church, and an example of that solution. Let’s begin by simply
reading through 1Corinthians 16:12-20 today. | will make a few comments about the
passage as we read it, and then | want to come back to verses 13-14.

12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, | strongly urged him to visit you with the other
brothers, but it was not at all his will[b] to come now. He will come when he has
opportunity. Perhaps you remember way back to 1Corinthians 1 where Apollos first
comes up in this book. He first appears in the book of Acts preaching in Ephesus with
very powerful speech, but an incomplete understanding of baptism following Christ’s
return to Heaven. Aquila and Priscilla mentioned a few verses from now actually helped
him understand baptism more fully. It’s interesting that Paul who would seem to be the
apostle with more status than Apollos, did not force his will on his fellow missionary. Too
many men in Christian leadership who serve as Elders or Pastors today are very strong
leaders, but that leadership is sometimes oppressive to those who serve underneath
them. Paul demonstrated true leadership in allowing Apollos to follow the Holy Spirit’s
leading as he understood it. We need more of this type of leadership in ministry and
missions. There is much more we could say about this, but let’s continue through the
text.

Verse 13 continues, '* Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
14Let all that you do be done in love. > Now | urge you, brothers®—you know that the
household™ of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and that they have devoted
themselves to the service of the saints— '°be subject to such as these, and to every
fellow worker and laborer. '’ | rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and
Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence, '®for they refreshed my spirit
as well as yours. Give recognition to such people. These verses are the verses | want to
focus on today. But first let’s finish with verses 19-20. '° The churches of Asia send you
greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty
greetings in the Lord. 20All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a
holy kiss. The sermon last week focused on partnering with other churches, and here we
see that same partnership. They knew each other well enough to know names in other
churches in some cases. Aquila and Prisca, also called Priscilla in Acts, were known to
them as we mentioned before. And even for those they didn’t know by name, Paul
clearly indicates they have a relationship with and know who he means when he says the
brothers send you greetings. And while we all can’t be together with Christians in other
parts of the world physically, we can have close relationships with those Christians we
fellowship with locally. That relationship is expressed in a physical way, at that time at
least, with a kiss. So Paul says, “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” Some countries of
course still practice some form of this, but this was basically like the handshake that
most western cultures now practice. The kiss as practiced in the early church was not
between men and women, but practiced from men to men and women to women to



express closeness and connection. The point is that our connection within the church is
supposed to be deep and intimate in a spiritual way, and even our greetings to each
other should show that in a personal way, of course without crossing any improper lines.

We see those deep connections in the verses that | want to spend the majority of time
on today, verses 13-18. Let’s read verses 13-14 again. °Be watchful, stand firm in the
faith, act like men, be strong. 14Let all that you do be done in love. This is the fix for the
messy church in these 5 actions. Be watchful! Paul’s first letter to Timothy gives us
some insight on this command. 1Timothy 4:16 says, '°Keep a close watch on yourself
and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your
hearers. The problems in this church in some ways were doctrinal. The issue of
resurrection from the dead was a doctrinal issue. The misunderstanding of spiritual gifts
was a doctrinal issue that Paul addressed. Once the church has the truth on these
Scriptural matters of doctrine, they and we need to be watchful of the teaching in the
church to ensure it remains true to the Bible. But there was also a need to be watchful
of sin in the church and in our own lives, and not turn a blind eye to either one. That was
the problem of the man who was blatantly living a sexually immoral lifestyle. But its one
thing to see the problem, because you are being watchful; it’s another thing to actually
live out your faith in such a way that you stand strong against those things when they
come up. So Paul continues with his second admonition, stand firm in the faith. This is
not just standing up for doctrinal commitments, but living in a way that is consistent
with what you say you believe. These believers in Corinth had been prone to letting the
values around them of idolatry shape their choices, even in what they ate. The culture
said that lawsuits were the way to solve problems, but Paul said that their obedience to
Christ took precedence over defending their rights. Today, there are many people who
instead of standing firm in the faith, are letting the values of our culture and this world
determine their beliefs and actions rather than their relationship with Christ and the
Word of God.

Then in the 3" statement, he says “act like men, be strong.” Now, this is a completely
accurate, literal translation. However, this is why sometimes a more dynamic equivalent
translation of Scripture is better in some ways. The meaning behind this phrase “act like
men” is to be courageous, and all but one other modern English translation translates it
in that way. If we are going to live a life that reflects Christ to the world, and have a
healthy church that reflects Christ corporately to the world, then we have to be strong
and courageous in our walk with Christ and in our commitment to the truth. This is the
exact attitude that Joshua talks about when he commands the Israelites to have courage
in Joshua 1:9. Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you
go.” We find courage in our relationship with God through Christ Jesus. With him by our
side, we can say with the Psalmist in Psalm 118:6, The Lord is on my side; | will not fear.
What can man do to me? It will take courage to stand against the culture that says
Biblical values are evil and discriminatory. And it will take courage to confront sin in the
church when it is friends and even family that are committing that sin. Following Christ is
not for cowards!

Then in verse 14, he gives one final 4" statement. Let all that you do be done in love.
This could be seen as the overriding fix for this church. Jesus points to love for God and
love for others as the entire focus of the Christian life. Matthew 22:37-40 says, 37And
he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your



soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. 39And a second
is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 400n these two commandments
depend all the Law and the Prophets.” He also said love for other believers defines our
testimony as a follower of Christ. John 13:35 says, By this all people will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” And in this first letter to the
Corinthians, Paul has strongly focused on that unity found in love as the solution to the
problems he addresses in the book. He even spent an entire chapter, 1Corinthians 13, in
explaining love as a spiritual gift that is available to everyone. We can be completely
watchful of our doctrine, firm in our commitment to living by that truth we believe in a
courageous and bold way. But if we do not love, then as the 1Corinthians 13 says in
verses 2 and 3, | am “nothing.”

Of course Paul continues to list a few names in this passage, and it seems that he is
pointing to them as examples of this type of commitment to Christ. Read verses 15-18
again. '°Now | urge you, brothers”®—you know that the household of Stephanas

were the first converts in Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the service
of the saints— '°be subject to such as these, and to every fellow worker and laborer. " |
rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have
made up for your absence, '®for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give
recognition to such people. Paul gave 4 clear commands that make a difference in the
life of the church. Be watchful...stand firm...be courageous and be loving. Now he talks
about some men who live out those commands. He says that the church should be
subject to men like Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus. He specifically says that
Stephanus and his family have devoted themselves to the service of the saints. This
shows the type of life that Paul is commending to make a difference in the life of the
church. That devoted service to others at the very least demonstrates the love that
should characterize our life with others in the church. The way they and Fortunatus and
Achaicus treated others including Paul made a tremendous difference to the church, the
Body of Christ. Paul says that together, they refreshed his spirit and others in the
church. As we live out those commands to be watchful, to stand firm, to be courageous
and above all to be loving, are we doing it in such a way that as people interact with us
we are refreshing their spirit? As we have worked through this book of First Corinthians,
we have gotten the picture of a church that was not very healthy, a church where
different factions were fighting for control in some cases and where the outside
pressures of class based society were present even in the church. It doesn’t sound like a
refreshing place to gather and find rest from the outside stress of the pagan world that
you live in if you lived in Corinth. But clearly there were some in the church who never
lost sight of the purpose of our gathering as the church. And because of their care for
others in the church, they made that gathering of believers a refreshing place for those
they interacted with.

What are you and | making the church to be with our presence? Are we making the
church a place where people are refreshed in their souls when they join us for worship?
When people come into the church, they should find a place of refreshment from the
world around them that they live in every day and a place of rest from the stresses that
this life places on us. Jesus says in Matthew 11:28-29 Come to me, all who labor and
are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. If a church is
healthy and loving towards each other in their unity, then the church will be a visible



representation of Jesus Christ to those who come into the gathering of those believers.
Sin is a burden that everyone without Christ carries and because we live in a sinful and
broken world, we face pressures from work from family, from society, from government,
from ourselves brought on by that sin. Ultimately our sin will send us to eternal
judgement and death under the just wrath of God, and this truth should be a burden to
us. But Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for that sin. Romans 5:8 says, 8 but
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. We want
to show sinners and if you are here today and do not know Christ, we want to show you
that there is rest in Jesus Christ. The burden of sin can be lifted off of us because Jesus
Christ paid the penalty for our sin and we can be forgiven by God the Father based on
Christ’s sacrifice for us. When you walk through the doors of this building into the
gathering of Yokohama International Baptist Church, | hope that what you find is
refreshment for your soul that gives even those without Christ a taste of what you will
find in a relationship with Jesus Christ. There is nothing we can do in the church that will
do more to build a healthy church and fix whatever mess sin has led to in our body or
any church body than to be a place where we love and serve others courageously, while
firmly confronting their sin with the truth of the gospel. Be watchful...stand firm...be
courageous and above all be loving, then we will be a place of unity and refreshment so
we can go out from our gathering into the world to be the church on mission that God
has called us to be. Let’s pray.



