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The Purpose of the Church - Ephesians 1-4

Today, | want to begin a short series that will cover a number of subjects that relate to
the governing of the church and the forming of a new Constitution for YIBC. What |
hope to show with this series is why the new Constitution is shaped the way it is in
order to fulfill the Biblical requirements for being the church and how we combine that
with the legal requirements in Japan to exist as a religious entity. The Constitution of a
church should allow us to do both of those things well. Before we can talk about the
governing of the church, though, we need to understand what the purpose of the
church is. We address this is the Preamble to the proposed Constitution and Article 2.
But what we say there is not nearly as important as what the Bible shows as the
purpose of the church. What we are trying to do in the Constitution is reflect clearly
what the Bible declares to be the purpose of the church.

There are a lot of different ideas of what the purpose of the church is. There are
competing ideas in different books. Some are better at getting to the core of the Biblical
purpose for the church than others are. Most of them focus more on what the church
does more than the true purpose of the church. Instead of following those authors, |
would point us this morning to the one particular book in the Bible — Ephesians. |
preached through this book back in 2019, and it struck me that the book of Ephesians
carefully lays out what the purpose of the church is. So, | want to work through some
passages in the first 4 chapters of Ephesians where we will discover the purpose of the
church.

Let’s begin with Ephesians 1:11-12. "' In him we have obtained an inheritance, having
been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the
counsel of his will, *so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the
praise of his glory. The church begins and ends not with us, but with Jesus Christ. We
have been predestined to salvation through his death on the cross. And the whole
purpose of our salvation is not so we can be happy, have our best life, or even have our
prayers answered. The ultimate purpose of our salvation is to bring glory to God. That
purpose of our salvation, to bring glory to God, should then guide everything we do. And
that purpose never changes, whether you are at work, at school, at home, on vacation,
or even gathered together with other believers in what we call the church. And we do
see that believers are intended to be gathered together. We are not alone in this
experience of bringing glory to God. Let’s look at the next passage in Ephesians,
Ephesians 2:19-22. *So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,”but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, * built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, ?'in whom the
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. ?*In him you
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. Being in Christ,
as verse 11 began, means that God glorifies himself through us. And he chooses to
glorify himself by making us a part of his family. So many people in the world are looking
for a place to belong. And God’s plan with salvation is to provide that place to belong.
God in his sovereign plan of salvation is not just providing eternal life, he provides an
eternal family. That eternal family is described here as a place to find a nationality and
citizenship... a building where each of us becomes a strong and necessary part of the
entire structure... and finally a temple that becomes the place of God’s presence built
for his glory. So again in this description of the church, it becomes clear that God



intends believers to be gathered together and be a part of this body, and that even
this gathering exists for exist for the glory of God.

In our proposed Constitution, | have tried to reflect this understanding that above all
other things, we exist as a church to bring glory to Jesus Christ. It has formed the basis
of our vision statement, which is incorporated in article 2, and you can see on the
screen. We exist to glorify God by prayerfully equipping followers of Christ through the
Word of God to serve each other in loving unity regardless of language or culture and
reproduce in new believers and new churches. We start with the foundation of God’s
glory, but that entails of course that there are specific things we are supposed to do as
a church that bring glory to God. Look at Ephesians 3 as our next passage. Ephesians
3:10-11 says, '°so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. " This was according to
the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord... The church brings
glory to God by spreading his glory to others. The Bible says here that it is through
the church that God makes his wisdom known. The context here makes it a little difficult
to see, but when you compare it with a verse in 1 Peter, it helps us see this context.
1Peter 1:12 says, It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but
you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached
the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long
to look. God is revealing himself through the preaching of the Gospel by the church. This
is how the church who glorifies God spreads God’s glory into his world. The glory of God
and the missions activity of the church are completely intertwined. In his book, “Let the
Nations Be Glad,” Pastor John Piper quotes the theologian John Stott who says the
following: The highest of missionary motives is neither obedience to the Great
Commission ... nor love for sinners who are alienated and perishing ... but rather zeal—
burning and passionate zeal—for the glory of Jesus Christ... Given this missions focus in
bringing God glory, it is included in both our vision statement and our proposed
Constitution under article 2, Purpose.

As we continue through the book of Ephesians, let’s drop down just a few verses to
Ephesians 3:20-21. ® Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, ? to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. This purpose of
God’s glory being displayed through the church just repeats itself over and over. And
what we now see is that this purpose of God’s glory never changes. | said at the
beginning that there are many books written that try to define the purpose of the
church. There are probably more competing ideas of what it means to be the church
today than at any time in history. Many of these competing ideas exist because we think
we need to reinvent what the purpose of the church is. We think in order to attract
more people it need to become something else entirely. But God has never been
concerned with the number of people attending a gathering of the church. He has
always been committed to his one purpose, that the church display the glory of Jesus
Christ in every generation and time and in every culture and place.

And there are two distinctive features of the church that God has given to bind us
together from generation to generation and place to place as the Body of Christ. The
first is the Holy Spirit, and the second the ordinances or sacraments. Look at our next
passage, Ephesians 4:4-6. * There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to



the one hope that belongs to your call— °one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ®one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. The fact that from the
beginning of the church in the book of Acts to the present day, everyone of us who is a
part of the Body of Christ shares in the same indwelling Holy Spirit. We literally have
God the Holy Spirit himself living in us along with everyone throughout history who has
accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 1Corinthians 6:19 says, Or do you not
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?
You are not your own... That presence of God himself shows who we belong to and
where are ultimate home and family are. It is God’s Holy Spirit that unites us across the
ages with every other believer and who unites us together as the church.

In addition to the indwelling Holy Spirit, God gives us two ordinances or commands that
pertain to the church from its beginning until the present day. These ordinances are
baptism and the Lord’s supper or Communion. Each of these in their own way points us
to the glory of God as well. Baptism as a one time act shows our full obedience and
submission to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. It signifies his death by going under the
water, his resurrection by coming out of the water, and therefore the new resurrection
life he offers. At the same time going under the water symbolizes our dying to our self
and coming out of the water symbolizes the new life we are raised to live through Jesus
Christ. So, Romans 6:4 says, We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life. The ordinances should bring unity within the Body of
Christ and unite us with each other across whatever boundaries our world separates us
with. This unified connection with the Body of Christ then glorifies God by pointing to
the unity of God himself. While we are indwelled by God the Holy Spirit, saved through
the sacrificial death of God the Son Jesus Christ and chosen for salvation by the
sovereign grace of God the Father, all three Father, Son and Spirit dwell together as
One God who exist in perfect unity as three persons. So the unity that we should
experience and show in the body of Christ glorifies God. We address that unity and even
the ordinances all within the purpose of the church in the proposed Constitution as well
as including this unity in our church vision statement.

And finally, | want to draw your attention to one more passage in Ephesians 4:11-13
that addresses the purpose of the church. Ephesians 4:11-13 says, '' And he gave

the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, '*to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain

to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ... We will address church leadership
specifically in an upcoming sermon, but for now, | want us to see that if a church has
leadership that is fulfilling its purpose, its also points to God’s glory. The purpose of
leadership in the church is to equip the saints, the believers, for the doing the work of
ministry, in other words the work of the church. As we all fulfill our purpose both in
training to do ministry and actually doing ministry, we build each other up in the body of
Christ. The ultimate goal of building each other up is to reach the goal of Christlikeness.
What better way to give glory to someone than to literally want to become like them?!
We glorify Christ by fulfilling our roles within the church and thereby becoming more and
more like our Savior Jesus Christ!



| hope that what is clear from Scripture today and in reading the first three articles of
our proposed constitution is that the unchanging purpose of God for his church and
his people is to glorify him in everything. And to go back to where we began with
Ephesians 1:11-12, glorifying God begins with salvation. Ephesians 1:11-12 says, ''In
him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, '?so that we who were
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. Glorifying God begins with
having your hope, your faith and trust, in Jesus Christ and him alone as God the Son for
your salvation. We can only truly obtain an inheritance in Christ, which means we
become part of his Body, his church and part of his family when we are found in Jesus
Christ. God’s purpose is to glorify himself, and the primary way he does that is through
the ultimate expression of his creation, human beings. He created us for that purpose of
glorifying him. But if you are in here today, and have never accepted Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior, then you aren’t really a part of his church and can never truly
glorify him. You can be baptized and have your name on the membership roll of this
church, and without your faith being in the person and work on the cross done for you
by Jesus Christ, you cannot glorify God. Church membership or attendance does not
save you. Baptism doesn’t save you. Taking the elements of Communion doesn’t save
you. Saying a prayer doesn’t save you. Having your faith rooted in Jesus Christ is what
saves you. As Acts 16:31 says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.” Once
you have done that, then you will be able to truly be a part of the church, to glorify God
with your obedience through baptism, to worship God together with the Body of Christ
when the church gathers, and to do your part to fulfill the purpose of the church as
Ephesians 3:21 says, ' to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen Let’s pray.



