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1 Timothy 2:11-14 Gender Roles within the Church

Last month, on Tuesday, June 13, the Southern Baptist Convention took the unprecedented
step of making permanent the decision to declare that one of the largest churches in the
United States, Saddleback Church, formerly pastored by Rick Warren of Purpose Driven
Life fame, was “not in friendly cooperation with the Southern Baptist Convention.” We of
course, are a cooperating Southern Baptist Church through our affiliation with the Hawaii
Pacific Baptist Convention, although we are not a US based church. In addition to the
actions taken with regard to Saddleback and another church far smaller with a woman as
Senior Pastor, the Convention also approved changes to the Constitution which would make
any church that has a woman as any kind of Pastor or Elder not in friendly cooperation with
the SBC. Within one day, news of these actions had spread around the world in pretty much
every major English news organization, and had been reported on with two full articles in the
Japanese publication, Christian Today. Among Protestant Christian denominations, we are
an anomaly to take a strong stand against women serving as Elders or Pastors. As a church
in Japan, we are not in the majority of churches when we adopt a statement of faith and a
Constitution that only allow for men to serve as Elders or Pastors. Given the unique
circumstances of our denomination in the news, as well as our position as a Baptist church
here in Japan, instead of simply addressing this issue in the sermon on Elders from last
week and Deacons for next week, | felt like | needed to spend some extra time showing from
the Bible what we believe it teaches regarding gender roles in the church.

While | do believe this is extremely important for us to believe and practice as a church, too
many times we start with what seems for many to be the negative side of what women are
restricted from doing. But the emphasis of scripture is not on the restriction of one gender
from specific roles, but on the equality of men and women in the body of Christ. That’s
where | want to begin. Galatians 3 makes this very clear. Galatians 3:26-28 says, 26 for in
Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. It is interesting that
Paul says we are all, men and women, sons of God, through faith. This is important, because
at the time Paul is writing this, there is no way for women to really inherit anything
significant. For the most part, only sons had the right of inheritance. By saying it this way,
the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul is making it clear that our relationship to God is not
based on our gender. There is equality of relationship before God as adopted children, but
specifically sons. So the first truth we see about our equality is that we all share equally
in the inheritance we have in God. Then he addresses the issue of baptism. Our baptism
shows our relationship to Christ, and in that relationship with Christ, we are all equal as men
and women. We must be found in Christ in order to be saved. Your gender will not save you,
only your relationship with Jesus Christ. If when God looks at you and sees that you are
covered by the righteousness of Jesus Christ, in other words, you have put on Christ, then
you are saved. 2Corinthians 5:21 says, 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. When we are saved, it is not
our gender that defines us, it is our relationship with Christ. It is this idea of being “in
Christ.” Our baptism demonstrates that as we symbolically die to self, going under the water
and are symbolically raised to this new life as we come out of the water. So the second
truth we see about our equality is that both men and women share the same identity in
Jesus Christ which is outwardly testified to by baptism. Then Paul goes on to make the
core statement of this passage in verse 28, There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. When we are
found in Christ, that identity takes priority over any other identity that may define us here
on this earth. It’s not that we stop being Jewish or Greek or Japanese or Korean or Chinese



or any other nationality, but that does not define our relationships within the church. While
people in the world will still see us and categorize us based on that, when we come together
as the church, we should see each other as equal before God with no one better or higher
or lower status than anyone else, but equally in Christ. And it’s not just nationality, it is
status in society and job that is seen in the statement “slave nor free.” It doesn’t matter
what status the world gives to you or what position you find yourself in the world around
you. You may be a business owner or a salary man or woman who feels like his or her
employer thinks you are a slave. You may be an illegal alien to the government or truly
someone imprisoned in jail, yet in Christ, we are united together into one inseparable body
of Christ - his church. So, the third truth we see about our equality is that Christ unites
us together equally, without regard to human distinctions. The world system loves to talk
about equality for all, but true equality for humanity can only really be found in the gospel of
Jesus Christ, and accepting the truth that we are all created by God, but lost in sin and
need redemption purchased by Christ’s death and resurrection.

So, as we think about gender roles within the church, that has to start with the equality we
find between the sexes for those who are in Christ, in other words, those who are saved. |
want to take it a step further, though, and look at how we see God using women in the
church and in how he works in the Bible. Because even if we believe that men and women
are equal, we might still wrongly come to the conclusion that there are few places of service
for women in the church. We will end by looking at a passage that can seem to say the
opposite of equality between men and women, so let’s build from that foundation laid in
Galatians to see examples in Scripture of what women of God do. Let’s start with the Old
Testament. In the book of Judges chapter 4, we are introduced to the only woman judge in
Judges 4:4-5. 4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at
that time. 5 She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill
country of Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up to her for judgment. It is clear here
that Deborah was leading the people of Israel in some way, and when you read her complete
story, it is clear that she is leading the people to follow God. She is called both a judge and a
prophetess. After this introduction, she calls Barak who seems to be another leader in Israel
and tells him to gather an army and prophesies that God would deliver the nation oppressing
Israel to be defeated by Barak in battle. Barak did not want to go to battle without Deborah
along with him, though. And because of that lack of faith on his part and lack of leadership,
Deborah said he would not receive the glory of the battle because the opposing king Sisera
would be killed at the hand of a woman. It wasn’t Deborah, but another woman ended up
killing Sisera and ending the conflict. So, in the Old Testament we have a clear example of a
woman God used to lead his people, even if part of that leadership in battle was due to the
weakness of the man.

Then we can go to the New Testament and see how women served the early church. When
we look at Acts 18, we see one of these women. Aquila and his wife Priscilla were long time
helpers for the Apostle Paul. He met them in the city of Corinth and it seems he actually
worked for them in their tentmaking business for a time. But one thing we know about this
couple is that both of them discipled other Christians and Priscilla did not limit herself to just
women. Acts 18:24-26 says, Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to
Ephesus. He was an eloguent man, competent in the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed
in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the
things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak
boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and
explained to him the way of God more accurately. Notice Priscilla is actually mentioned first
here. She didn’t seem to think too deeply about how it would look as a woman for her to be



teaching this well respected preacher and even correcting his theology! | know some
churches where she would be looked down on for this, even though she did it with her
husband. But the Bible puts her service in a positive light as she gives theological instruction
along with her husband to this preacher. There is a lady named Phoebe, who | will talk about
next week, that the Apostle Paul commends in Romans 16:1. 16 | commend to you our
sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae... | will make the case next week that it
seems clear that Paul is likely calling this lady a Deacon of the church at Cenchreae, and
even if that isn’t clear, he is singling her out for her ministry within the church. So, it seems
that in addition to being equal in the eyes of God, both men and women are used by God
to further his kingdom and build his church. God intends for both men and women to be
serving him and ministering in the church, and whatever other understanding we have
regarding gender roles in ministry, we must keep that focus, that God calls all of us to serve
in the church.

With the foundation of equality between the two genders, and the equal ministry of both
men and women in the church being laid, now | want to look at 1Timothy 2:11-14. Here we
begin to see that there are equal but complementary roles given to men and women in the
church. 11 Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 12 | do not permit a woman to
teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was
formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and
became a transgressor. So, in light of what the Holy Spirit tells us through the Apostle Paul
in other places we have already looked at, what is he saying here. Is he saying that there is
no place for a woman to speak in a church service? Are we violating Scripture by having
women share testimonies, lead music, read scripture, translate and even pray in worship?
My answer is no, of course. This passage is giving a prohibition on something, that is very
clear. And although many progressive feminist scholars have attempted to explain it away,
and even egalitarian evangelicals would interpret it as completely a cultural norm for that
time that does not apply today, we must see that it is prohibiting something and it is still
applicable for the church today.

I’m going to go a little out of order with this passage, and start by showing why whatever is
being prohibited is still applicable to the church today. Notice that the argument is not
grounded in the local culture. In another passage we recently studied in 1Corinthians when
Paul was dealing with head-coverings on women, | tried to show that the argument he made
for head-coverings did seem to be based on cultural norms of the time, which no longer
exist, although there were principles regarding authority which are still in effect. But notice
here that he ties whatever argument he is making back to two things, Creation and the Fall
into Sin. This is not about first century Roman culture, and it is also not simply a result of
sin since he ties it into Creation and not just the Fall. Any argument that this is cultural must
address the connection to Creation, which they fail to do. This isn’t the only place that Paul
ties gender roles to Creation. In Ephesians 5 where he addresses gender roles in marriage,
which is beyond the scope of this sermon, he also connects to creation by quoting Genesis
2:24, Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh. So, both places where men are given some form of what |
would say is limited authority, it is tied to Creation and not culture. Whatever he is
restricting in this passage, it is tied to Creation order between men and women.

So what is he saying in verse 12?7 12 | do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise
authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. On the surface there are two
prohibitions in this verse, but they are connected as essentially one. If you remember last
week’s sermon we discussed from 1Timothy 3:2 that an overseer or elder must be “Able to



teach.” We also looked at Ephesians 4:11-12 that says God gave “the shepherds and
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry.” The authority that an Elder exerts
into the life of the church is primarily through the teaching ministry of God’s Word. That is
why | say these two ideas, teach and exercising authority, go together. The keeping silence
is focused on a very narrow restriction of exerting Elder leadership through the preaching of
God’s Word, so this would restrict women from serving in the office of Elder or Pastor. Last
week, | pointed out that there are no women addressed in the section in 1Timothy 3 on
Elders, but next week, | will point out that when addressing Deacons, women are directly
addressed, presumably as Deacons. This isn’t perfect evidence against women Elders, but
taken in context with the rest of Scripture, the Bible is clear that the traditional view that
the Bible prohibits women serving as Elder/Pastor/Bishop, whatever term you choose to
use, is accurate and it is still applicable today. We have recognized this prohibition in the
wording of our Constitution and the Baptist Faith and Message 2000, which is our
Statement of Faith.

But the reason | wanted to start this message on the foundation of equality between men
and women and the service of women in the church is due to the abuse of this
complementarian position. A Biblical complementarian position recognizes that there are
different God given roles for men and women, but that both are expected to be involved in
ministry. It is not looking for restrictions past where the Bible is clear, and seeks to have
women involved in core aspects of the church’s ministry just like we see in the New
Testament. Jen Wilkin, an author and Bible teacher said it best in an article for the Gospel
Coalition, “The challenge for any pastor would be to consider whether he is crafting a
church culture that permits women to serve or one that pursues women to serve. Because a
culture of permission will not ensure complementarity functions as it should.” YIBC needs
men to serve, some in the office of elder, but YIBC needs women to serve just as much. We
need a culture where everyone, women and men, feel that their ministry is essential in the
body of Christ. We need more Deborahs, and we need more Priscillas in the life of the
church, because Jesus Christ has called each of us to be in ministry. None of us are called
to silently absorb what the church offers. All of us men and women were created by God
and redeemed through Jesus Christ to reflect equally the image of God’s glory to this world
and within the church. Genesis 1:27 says, So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and female he created them. We do have different roles,
but we all share one purpose in Christ. It is being in Christ that defines who we are. It
defines our purpose, and it defines our calling to specific ministry. Yes, we have different
but complementary roles that God calls some of us to. But you as a woman and we as men,
have a purpose in the church and a gospel to proclaim that will bring glory to our God as
equal bearers of his image. Let’s pray.



