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The Evangelism of the Church Romans 10:14-17

This sermon will conclude our short series on what it means to be a healthy church.
I’ve tried to connect these core issues with how we have written our proposed
Constitution. | know that there is not a lot of time in these messages to clearly draw
those lines to our governing documents. The most important thing | want to
accomplish with these sermons is to make the Biblical principles clear, and the
connections to our Constitution is secondary. But please come talk to me if you want
any fuller explanations of these topics or want to know more about anything in the
Constitution or how we view these issues Biblically. | really do enjoy the opportunity
to discuss any of these in more detail even if you think you are not able to formulate
clear questions.

Today, | want to close this series by talking about Evangelism. Our vision statement
shows that this is the hoped for result of everything we do as a church. So, the
statement that opens with our overarching vision to Glorify God, closes with the
statement that part of how we will do that is to reproduce in new believers and new
churches. (ON SCREEN) I pointed out last week in the message on discipleship, that
the command to evangelize has the ultimate goal of producing disciples, not just
seeing people respond in faith to Christ. But evangelism, sharing the message of the
gospel of Jesus Christ must happen if we are going to see that goal of disciple-
making take place. It is a mission that all of Elders, Deacons and members must be
doing on a regular basis to see this vision fulfilled. Last week, we looked at the Great
Commission in Matthew 28 as it relates to making disciples, but this morning, | want
us to look at a different passage that shows the serious need of evangelism and
sharing Christ. Romans 10:14-17 is our passage for today. | don’t say it often, but |
encourage you to actually open your Bible on paper or on your electronic device and
follow along. | know we have the verses printed in the manuscript, but you should
make it a habit to actually open the Word of God and see the Scriptures we are
talking about for yourself. Let’s read Romans 10:14-17 to begin. 14 How then will
they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have
not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has
heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ.

We have this goal, this command even, to go and make disciples. But how will people
follow Jesus Christ as his disciples unless they first call on him in faith? Through a
series of questions, the Apostle Paul leads us to the conclusion that they need to
hear the gospel from someone. And what | hope you hear in this sermon today, is
that for some of those people who need to hear the gospel, the person being sent is
you! So, the first question is how will people call on Jesus when they have not
believed in Jesus? The answer is they won’t. They can’t, because as the second
question points out, they have never heard of him. Now this brings up an interesting
qguestion that gets raised by both well- meaning Christians and skeptics seeking to
attack Christianity. What happens to those who have never heard the Gospel? For
the answer to that question, we need to go to the first chapter of this book, Romans
1. Someday when | finally gather the courage to preach through this amazing book, |



will do a more thorough exposition of this passage, but for now, | want us to look at
Romans 1:18-21. 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the
truth. Now, let’s stop here at verse 18 for a minute. Because the Bible is clear that
we are all unrighteous and sinful. If we look a couple chapters later in Paul’s
argument that begins in chapter one, he says in Romans 3:10, “as it is written: “None
is righteous, no, not one...” So, he begins by saying that God’s wrath is directed against
our sin, and we know that we are all sinners. As he continues, he demonstrates starting
in verse 19, why God is just in his wrath and judgement against our sin. 19 For what
can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.
So they are without excuse. So, because God created, and that creation is accessible
to all humans since Adam and Eve who have ever lived in every place on earth,
humans cannot say that God has not revealed himself to them. In other words, they
cannot use the excuse that they did not know that there was a God they were
accountable to as Created beings. But instead of actually seeking after that God,
humanity in large part worshipped the things God had created rather than seeking to
know the Creator behind those things. So verse 21 continues, 21 For although they
knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Now could a person
who never heard of Christ learn of him through Creation? Probably not. But that
person could seek to know the God behind the Creation rather than creating false
religion and worship around those things and God would reward that desire with
further revelation of himself eventually leading to Christ. So, what is the answer
about those who have never heard? They are accountable to their Creator. | do
believe the Bible seems to show different levels of accountability based on
knowledge. Luke 12:48 Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be
required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.
Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom
they entrusted much, they will demand the more. So, there may be varying levels of
judgement in hell for unbelief based on not hearing the gospel, but we are all
accountable and will be judged before a holy God. We are not given complete
knowledge of what hell and judgement are like, but what is clear is that as Hebrews
10:31 says about those who reject Jesus Christ, It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.

That is why this issue of people hearing the gospel is so important! There is a
coming day of judgement where the wrath of God will be poured out against sin and
sinners on all those who have not accepted Jesus Christ. So, how are those people
supposed to hear the gospel. Nature points to God, but it cannot open its mouth and
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, only humans can do that. So, Romans 10:14
continues, And how are they to hear without someone preaching? Sometimes the
word preach is used to refer specifically to Elders preaching the Word of God such
as 2Timothy 4:2 where Paul tells the young Pastor Timothy, 2 preach the word; be
ready in season and out of season... But the preaching or proclaiming of the gospel is
not just for pastors. All Christians are called to this task. We already looked at the Great
Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 last week, but let’s look at how Luke describes it in
Acts 1:8. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be



my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
God uses us all to be witnesses for him, witnesses to his gospel. Are some more gifted
at sharing the gospel than others — maybe. But none of us can say we are not called and
commanded to preach or proclaim the gospel. The Holy Spirit tells us through Paul in
2Corinthians 5:11, 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. So,
when we know the Lord Jesus Christ, there should be a natural response to want others
to know him as well. And why is that? When we drop down to 2Corinthians 5:14-15, For
the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all,
therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live
for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. This could be love for
Christ on our part, or knowing the love that God has for the world as demonstrated in
Christ, that would motivate us to share Christ with others. His love was shown for the
world by dying for sinners. So, John 3:16 says, 16 “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
How will people in Nakaodai and Nakaku and Yokohama hear that God loves them and
Jesus Christ died for their sin unless we tell or preach the gospel to them?

Who is it that is supposed to go and share the gospel? | know | have already said this,
but Paul will answer it with another question in verses 15 of Romans 10. 15 And how
are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet
of those who preach the good news!” Implied in this statement is the answer that we
are all sent. The Great commission did not just apply to the 11 remaining apostles
and Paul after Christ returned to Heaven. The Bible describes those who believed
the gospel as having been entrusted with the gospel. 1Thessalonians 2:4 says, 4 but
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak,
not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. If you know Jesus Christ,
you have been entrusted with the greatest message, the greatest gift, the greatest
commandment to share that message with others! It’s not yours to hide away...it's
yours to give away by preaching it to those who need to hear. The most beautiful
thing we can do in this world is to walk (or drive, or bike, whatever) to our friend, our
family member, our co-worker, and tell them about Jesus Christ. This is how Paul is
using the quote from Isaiah 52 about the beautiful feet of those who preach the
gospel. We move many places with our feet or another form of conveyance to do
many different things. How many times is it to share the gospel with someone else?

Of course not everyone who hears the gospel from us will respond. Ultimately, they
will not respond unless God the Father draws them to salvation through the Holy
Spirit. Jesus says in John 6:44, 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent
me draws him... Paul recognizes that our preaching of the gospel will not always bear
the fruit that we desire. So, verse 16 continues, 16 But they have not all obeyed the
gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So
faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. What freedom
there is in these final two verses. We should not take these words as freeing us from
the responsibility of preaching the gospel, but freeing us from the burden of their
response. Their faith that Ephesians tells us is granted as a gift from God. Ephesians
2:8, 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God... Their faith comes through hearing the gospel from us,
but ultimately it’s not our voice they need to hear, but Christ’s. We are simply the
mouthpiece, and if they respond, they are not responding to us, but to the Word of



Christ...the gospel. But make no mistake, we must be about the business of
preaching the gospel and sharing Christ. There is a quote that is often wrongfully
ascribed to Francis of Assisi, who did not practice or believe this way that says,
“preach the gospel and if necessary use words.” The problem with this is that we
must use words at some point if we are truly preaching the gospel. Yes, we should
live a life that reflects Christ; but if that is all we do, then people may know us as a
moral and good person, but never know of the Savior who truly makes us moral and
good in God’s sight. The work is all done by Christ. But God uses our faithfulness in
preaching the gospel so that people can hear and respond to the message that they
are a sinner who need a Savior, and his name is Jesus Christ. | intentionally started
with verse 14 of Romans 10 and followed Paul’s argument of why we need to share
the gospel. But his questions and really call to preach the gospel begins with what
happens when some people hear that gospel in Romans 10:13. 13 For “everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Everyone who hears the gospel and
responds by believing and trusting in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, will be
saved. Of course we all believe that, | hope. But the incredibly sobering part of this
is that Paul continues on through our passage we have looked at today past verse
13 to show us that when that person calls on the name of the Lord, it may start with
us taking the first step towards them to share the gospel of Jesus Christ. All of us
know people around us who are lost and without Jesus Christ. And make no mistake,
the greatest problem in the world today is not homelessness or wars or natural
disasters or financial disparity. The greatest problem in the world is lostness. The
greatest problem in every person’s life is not finances or family problems or getting
a good education, it is lostness. Without Jesus Christ, we are dead in our sins and
separated for eternity from our Creator, whose wrath is directed against us because
of our sin. But praise God that the gospel gives the solution. Jesus came and lived as
the only perfect human being ever. He died willingly on a cross and took God’s wrath
against our sin on himself so that we can be forgiven and adopted as a child of God
into the family of God. This week as we head into our Vacation Bible School, that is
the only reason we hold this event. We want to push back the darkness, the
lostness, even a little bit with the children and families that live in our neighborhoods.
We are servants being used by God to preach the gospel to children and adults who
have never heard that Jesus loves them and wants to forgive their sins.

Today, we remember that death and Christ’s sacrifice on the cross that brings
forgiveness through the Lord’s Supper. If you know Jesus Christ and have
demonstrated his lordship in your life by being obedient in baptism, then | invite you
to join us in this Communion meal today. If you don’t know Jesus or have not been
baptized, then | would ask you not to participate. And if you have children who are
not ready, then parents can teach them the importance of the Lord’s Supper by not
allowing them to participate. After we pray, the Deacons will serve the bread and
juice from the 4 corners of the sanctuary, and we will eat together then drink
together. Let’s pray.



