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Hosea 1:1-2:1 The Picture of Rebellion

Today, we are going to start the book of Hosea. It’s the first time we are going through a
book of prophecy since | have been here at YIBC, and | am really excited to preach through
this Old Testament book of prophecy. Now, | think as we start this book, it is worth thinking
about why studying these prophetic books is important. Some people may think, what could
a prophet speaking to the nations of Israel and Judah before the coming of Jesus Christ
possibly have anything applicable to say to Christians and the church today? In order to see
the importance of these books for the church, there are a couple of key characteristics
about prophecy that make it applicable to us today. The first is that there are multiple
horizons of fulfillment in prophecy. What does that mean? It means that there are near
fulfillments that take place, such as the fall of Israel and Judah to the Assyrians and the
Babylonians. There are further but still past fulfillments that are in most of the books of
prophecy that are prophesying the coming of Jesus Christ and even his death and
resurrection. Then there are future fulfillment of prophecy that will not happen until Christ’s
return. We live between those two events, Christ’s death and resurrection and his return, in
the same way the people of Israel lived before the birth of Christ, looking forward to the
coming of the Savior, the Messiah. So, there is application for the church today as the
people of God in a similar way that there was application to the people of God in the Old
Testament. They looked to the coming of Christ, we look to the second coming of Jesus
Christ.

There is also an importance to the type of language used in Prophetic literature. There is a
lot of highly descriptive poetic language used, which in one sense makes it difficult to
understand, but also beautiful to actually read and consider. While the New Testament gives
us theological truths in very detailed letters like Romans, Prophecy gives us those same
truths about God in language from God himself that shows his heart behind those truths. In
a way, you can think about these books of prophecy as love letters to his people to try to
woo these people back to himself. This is especially evident in the book that we are
studying, Hosea. The theme of this book is the seriousness of Israel’s sin and the certain
punishment if the people did not repent. The people of Israel had for the most part rejected
the true worship of God and were unfaithful to the one who had delivered them from Egypt
and given them their land. But instead of just destroying these unfaithful people, God
pleaded with them through Hosea and other prophets to turn back to God in repentance.
This is due to his unfailing love for his people. This steadfast, unfailing love is a key term in
the Old Testament, the Hebrew word HESED that appears 6 times here in Hosea at key
points. From these themes, | have stated the theme of this series as “Unfailing love to
unfaithful people.”

With that, let’s start with verse 1 of Hosea, chapter 1. The word of the Lord that came to
Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah,
and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. We are introduced to Hosea
without a lot of background. The only thing we really know about Hosea is that his father is
named Beeri, and then what we see and hear of him in this book. There is disagreement
about exactly how long Hosea’s ministry extended, but there is general agreement that his
period of prophecy was a long one that extended from at least 753 to 715 BC. We know
generally the time he was prophecying based on the kings that are listed in this first verse
telling us when these prophesies were given by God. Remember, the kingdom of Israel had
started under King Saul, but the kingdom was taken from him and given to David. From
David’s descendants would ultimately come Jesus, the perfect king pictured by David and
other godly kings. But the united kingdom and nation of Israel only lasted through David’s
son, Solomon. After him, the nation of Israel was divided into the southern kingdom of



Judah, made up of only the Jewish tribes of Judah and Benjamin and the northern kingdom
of Israel made up of all the rest of the tribes of Israel.

Judah had some Godly kings who led the people of the land to worship the true God in the
temple in Jerusalem built by Solomon, but Israel never had a single king who obeyed God
and led the nation to worship the true God. And it was during the end of Hosea’s time of
prophesying that the nation of Israel fell around 720BC to the Assyrian Empire. The nation
of Judah would continue to exist until it fell to the Babylonian Empire in 586BC. You can see
a list of all the kings of Israel and Judah on the screen, although | know it is too small. The
next slide breaks out just the kings from that list that Hosea prophesied during their reigns.
There are 6 more kings that cover an additional 30 years in Israel that are not mentioned
other than King Jeroboam 2™ of Israel. Why all the kings are not listed for Israel and the
ones for Judah are is not entirely clear. Possibly because the kings of Israel represented the
sin of the people as they had led the people in their rebellion against God. Also, the
prophecies were primarily against Israel, although Judah is included in the prophecies of
judgment at various points as well. Either way, this information about the kings gives
context of what was happening in the country at the time. And while Judah had some good
kings, including Uzziah, Jotham and Hezekiah listed here, for the most part, the people had
given themselves to idol worship in both of these nations. Through the prophet Hosea, God
tells the people what their sin is like in his eyes.

Starting in verse 2, God speaks in graphic terms to describe the situation. 2 When the Lord
first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom
and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the
Lord.” 3 So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore
him a son. Let’s be clear, this language that God uses here is not considered polite
language. All of us would tell our children not to talk this way, but God himself is using it
because the sin of the people is so terrible in his sight. Instead of just beginning his
prophecy by giving Hosea words to say, God wants Hosea to paint a picture for them in his
own marriage and family of just how bad the people’s rebellion is to our holy God. Through
the language that is used, there seems to be an indication that the children born may not
actually be Hosea’s children because of Gomer’s actions. Let’s continue reading at verse 4
as we learn about the rest of the children that are born to Gomer. 4 And the Lord said to
him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little while | will punish the house of Jehu for the
blood of Jezreel, and | will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5 And on that
day | will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.” // 6 She conceived again and bore
a daughter. And the Lord said to him, “Call her name No Mercy, for | will no more have
mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all. 7 But | will have mercy on the house of
Judah, and | will save them by the Lord their God. | will not save them by bow or by sword
or by war or by horses or by horsemen.” // 8 When she had weaned No Mercy, she
conceived and bore a son. 9 And the Lord said, “Call his name Not My People, for you are
not my people, and | am not your God.”

These are crazy names for kids! I’'m sure that no parent in here or kid in here wants to name
or be named any of these! But there is a point God is making in this process. To start with,
these are likely not Hosea’s biological children. While it is not likely that God told Hosea to
outright marry a prostitute, as some have interpreted, what seems to be happening is that
he knew from the beginning of the marriage that she would be unfaithful, and that these
children that were born were not going to be his biological children. However, he claimed
them as his own, and named them as God directed. Each child’s name showed a different
aspect of God’s state of mind towards his people who were living in rebellion towards him.



The first son born was Jezreel. This name was a direct prophecy against King Jehu, but
expanded to the nation of Israel. We do not have time to look at it this morning, but in the
book of 2Kings chapter 9 and 10, we read about how Jehu came to the throne. He killed
king Joram who was the grandson of king Ahab, the worst king in God’s eyes who ever
ruled. God used Jehu to destroy Ahab’s family and completely end his line. God even
commended him for that obedience. But, he went further than that and slaughtered far
more people than just the immediate family of Ahab. And so God is prophesying here that
he would be punished for that. Also, the entire nation of Israel would eventually fall because
their sin, and the place of one of the final battles was the Valley of Jezreel which you can
see on the map on the screen. This is also the area that Revelation talks about the battle of
Armageddon taking place, so it is extremely important in Biblical events.

The second child born is a daughter, and her name is No Mercy. Some versions give the
Hebrew name, Lo-Ruhama. God has already said through Hosea that he will be destroying
the nation of Israel for their sin, but now he says they will not be recipients of his mercy that
would hold back the destruction. This book is full of abrupt, sometimes what seem to be
contradictory statements, that are put together in immediate thoughts. Here we see one
with this statement about Judah. Verse 6 says, for | will no more have mercy on the house
of Israel, to forgive them at all. 7 But | will have mercy on the house of Judah-:- | pointed out
earlier that Judah still had good kings who led the people to worship God, so while Israel
would no longer receive God’s mercy, Judah would be saved. But even then their salvation
would not come through their own strength, but God’s power. Verse 7 continues:-- and | will
save them by the Lord their God. | will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by
horses or by horsemen.” But let’s look at the final child before we see what the significance
of this is. The final son is called Not My People. Again some versions give the Hebrew name,
Lo-Ammi. The people of Israel were being rejected by God. They still believed they were
God’s people, but in reality, their worshipping of false gods, which amounted to adultery
against their Creator, had set them against God and he was calling them to see that they
were no longer His people.

Now these are pretty serious words. God is saying | will not show mercy to Israel, and | will
show mercy to Judah. And he has rejected them as His people. The reason you don’t hear
more sermons on Old Testament prophecy sometimes is because we don’t like to think
about God in this way. We like the loving Grandpa of a God who we see only if we selectively
read the Bible in small pieces and particular verses. But God reveals himself not only as love,
but as holy. And in fact the only attribute of God that Heavenly beings are ever said to
repeat over and over about God is his holiness. In Revelation 4:8, they say, “Holy, holy, holy,
is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” They don’t say love, love, love or
mercy, mercy. Mercy. They say, holy, holy, holy. And out of his holiness comes his wrath
against our sin, which we see in Romans 1:18. 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth. The nation of Israel’s sin and our sin will not go unpunished. The same
position that Israel finds itself in here is the same position we are all born in. We are all in
rebellion to God just like the Israelites. We have all forsaken the one who created us,
basically committed adultery against him, in the same way that Gomer did to Hosea. We are
Gomer. We have rejected the one who loves us, just as the people of Israel did. Before we
can truly accept salvation, and the unfailing love, that is written all over the pages of this
book, we have to see ourselves as God sees us. We are the Gomer to Hosea, who
represents Jesus Christ. To be a sinner is not a condition that society determines or simply
to commit a criminal offense, but it is to be in rebellion to God. The Bible tells us that all of
us are naturally in that state. Romans 3:23 says, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the



glory of God. This is the true picture of not just Israel’s rebellion that is being painted, but
our rebellion to the God who created us. Your sin and my sin is a terrible offense to a holy
God, and we rightfully deserve to be shown “No Mercy” and be rejected by God for all of
eternity under God’s wrath for our rebellious actions and attitudes.

But remember, this book is about God’s unfailing love to unfaithful people. All of us are the
unfaithful people who treat God like Hosea’s unfaithful wife Gomer treated Hosea. And it
sure sounds like God’s wrath and judgement is the end of the story. But the story of Hosea
and Gomer is a story of redemption and a finally a picture of God’s love. Redemption is
coming, and it is hinted at in verses 10 through chapter 2, verse 1. 10 Yet the number of
the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or
numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be
said to them, “Children of the living God.”11 And the children of Judah and the children of
Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for themselves one head. And they
shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of Jezreel. Say to your brothers, “You
are my people,” and to your sisters, “You have received mercy.” There are three promises in
these final verses that demonstrate the mercy that God intends to show to these sinful
unfaithful people that he promised “no mercy” towards. First their number will increase to a
number that cannot be measured. While the nation of Israel may have ceased to exist as a
nation, this is pointing to the people of God who exist not only in the nation of Israel, but
now in the church for the past 2 centuries. That is a number that cannot be measured.
Secondly, there is adoption. “You are not my people” but you will become “Children of the
living God.” In Jesus Christ, the people of God are made more than a human nation, they are
made part of the family of God through adoption as sons and daughters. John 1:12 says, 12
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God... Finally, whereas the original people of God are divided into two nations,
Israel and Judah, they will be united under “one head” as verse 11 says, one king! You see
there is a coming king that they looked forward to, and whose return we look forward to
that all of the people of God both Jew and gentile are united under. His name is Jesus
Christ! And because of Jesus Christ, we who deserve God’s judgement can know the mercy
of God. We can experience forgiveness instead of wrath against our sin. Next week, we will
look more closely at this picture of redemption through Jesus Christ that we see in the
prophet Hosea. But without Jesus Christ today, you are in the place of Gomer and the
people of Israel. You are in rebellion and living a life of unfaithfulness to your creator, who
loves you and desires for you to experience his love and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
Let’s pray.



