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Hosea 2:1-3:5 The Picture of Redemption

Last week as we began this book of Hosea, we saw the picture of rebellion in Hosea’s
unfaithful wife, Gomer. She pictured the unfaithfulness of the people of Israel who were
forsaking their God and worshipping idols. | pointed out that all of us are naturally in the
state of being Gomer, of being unfaithful to our Creator God. Of course we call this
unfaithfulness and rebellion against God, sin. Today as we begin looking at Hosea starting at
chapter 2, verse 1 and continuing through the end of chapter 3, we see the picture of
redemption. This is the solution to our rebellion and unfaithfulness. We need to see the
explanation for how God can move from his statements of Hosea 1:4-5. * And the LORD said
to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little while | will punish the house of Jehu for the
blood of Jezreel, and | will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. > And on that
day | will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.” But wrap up that passage with the
words of Hosea 2:1, 2 Say to your brothers, “You are my people,” and to your sisters, “You
have received mercy.” Israel was going her own way, and didn’t care at all about God. That
was their actual state before God, and that is our actual state before God. So, how do we
become the people of God, and receive his mercy? What we see in this passage is the work
of Redemption God does, to move a rebellious people to be his people. It is all by his mercy
and his work.

Before we get to the redemption, though, we need to see their continued rebellion even as
God tries to warn them against the path they are on. Verse 2 of Hosea 2 starts off by
continuing to show the rebellious ways of Israel and is possibly talking about the actual
actions of Hosea’s wife Gomer as well. Verse 2 says, *“Plead with your mother, plead—

for she is not my wife, and | am not her husband— that she put away her whoring from her
face, and her adultery from between her breasts; ®lest | strip her naked and make her as in
the day she was born, and make her like a wilderness, and make her like a parched land, and
kill her with thirst. God has already said through the illustration of Hosea’s children that the
people of Israel are not his people, because of their sin. Now Hosea through his children is
telling the children that they need to be clear with their mother that her actions have
separated her from him, and of course this reflects the condition of Israel, not just Gomer.
The word plead is not really the best way to translate this idea in English. The idea is that
the children should be calling out their mother, in a way rebuking her for her actions while
calling for her to change. The children must distance themselves from their mother in the
same way she has distanced herself from her husband in order to keep themselves from
being drawn into her sin. The children are also in the best position to warn her against her
actions.

Ultimately, Israel’s chasing after sin and rejecting of their God does not lead to satisfaction.
The reason they were rejecting God was because they thought there was satisfaction for
their needs in these false gods, in other places outside of the God of the Bible who created
them as a people. Look at the middle of verse 5, For she said, ‘I will go after my

lovers, who give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.’But
then look at verse 7. She shall pursue her lovers but not overtake them, and she shall seek
them but shall not find them. Satan makes sin look incredibly appealing, but God did not
create us for sin, and ultimately sin will not bring the satisfaction we think it will. It’s because
anything that is truly good and morally right in this world does not come from Satan and sin,
but from God himself. In James 1:17, we see that... 17 Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation
or shadow due to change. It seems that God intends this fact to draw us back to himself.
This is what we see as verse 7 continues. Look at the last part of Hosea 2:7, Then she shall
say, ‘| will go and return to my first husband, for it was better for me then than now.’

® And she did not know that it was | who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and who



lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baal. These failed attempts to satisfy
herself through sin should result in her coming back to her God, her creator. Instead of the
water, wool, flax, oil and drink she is trying to find from her adulterous relationships, God
says that he is the one who actually provided her grain, wine, oil, silver and gold. In other
words, God gave these people who rejected him riches, and instead of them responding in
worship to their God, they used that wealth to worship other gods, specifically the false
religion of Baal worship.

Wooing them with blessing did not work, so God says that he will remove all that blessing in
his efforts to get them to recognize and return to Him. Verse 9 says, ° Therefore | will take
back my grain in its time, and my wine in its season, and | will take away my wool and my
flax, which were to cover her nakedness. They needed to see that all of this belonged to
God. It didn’t come from their sinful relationships and actions, and it wasn’t theirs to keep.
But in their greed they saw what they had as theirs and failed to recognize the true source
of their blessing and wealth. Look at verse 12 here in Hosea 2. ' And | will lay waste her
vines and her fig trees, of which she said, “These are my wages, which my lovers have given
me.” So, in figurative language, God says he will destroy the possessions these former
people of God received by selling themselves to various other lovers or idols in this analogy.

Chapter 2 ends with more words of judgement against their sin. God is taking away
everything to try to get these people to see that they need to return to God, including
having her own children point out their sin. Finally in verse 13, God the Holy Spirit speaking
through Hosea returns to the gold and silver used to worship Baals. '* And | will punish her
for the feast days of the Baals when she burned offerings to them and adorned herself with
her ring and jewelry, and went after her lovers and forgot me, declares the Lord. Remember
that the illustration here is Gomer, a wife who is cheating on her husband by selling herself
to other men. And the illustration is moving back and forth between the people of Israel and
her actions. The somewhat graphic picture of marriage and adultery is quite significant to
the idolatry of Baal worship, because in this worship of the Baals, a significant part of the
worship was temple prostitution. So, the illustration is highly symbolic to what is happening
as the people are worshipping these false gods. And in these cases of adultery and idolatry,
sin is never made to look ugly. It is dressed up with jewelry and rings. And the truth is that
sin looks good. Rainbows originally given by God to represent his promise now represent
people who are proud of their rebellion against God. Pornography is generally not
intentionally trying to portray reality but perfect fantasy. Your marriage is stagnant and
difficult, but that lady or man that you work with is wonderful and fun. That thing you want
is better than what God has given you. The list could go on and on and on. Satan knows how
to entice Christians away from God and use sin to keep people from turning to Jesus Christ
for salvation. But here is what we miss. In describing Moses, Hebrews 11:25 says,

?® choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting
pleasures of sin. The pleasure of sin is temporary. Galatians 6:7 says, 7 Do not be deceived:
God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. And Romans 6:23 says,

2 For the wages of sin is death...

But this sermon is in reality not about continuing to show the picture of rebellion like we saw
last week, but the picture of redemption that God will provide to these rebellious people.
Because after promising judgement against their sin, starting with total rejection of them
even though he created them as his people, something amazing happens at the end of
chapter 2. Now, all of us are created by God, but like Israel and Gomer, we have rebelled,
but this is the way that God is treating those he has chosen for salvation. Look at verse

14. “Therefore, behold, | will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly



to her. This is beautiful! This is God seeking his people. Israel was not seeking God. All the
judgement and rejection of them had not turned their hearts toward him. But God takes
them into the wilderness where none of their idols are at. He removes everything they think
is theirs, so he can speak to them with words of compassion and love for them. Then he
gives them back what he took away. Look at verse 15. > And there | will give her her
vineyards and make the Valley of Achora door of hope... He took away vineyards, but now
restores them and gives them hope for life in this wilderness of famine and rejection that
they find themselves in because of God’s judgement. Then he restores them as his bride in
verse 16. '°“And in that day, declares the Lord, you will call me ‘My Husband,” and no longer
will you call me ‘My Baal.” ' For | will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and
they shall be remembered by name no more.

The primary point of this passage is not human marriage, but it does give us a strong
illustration of hope for hurting marriages. Just as a human marriage can be restored after
many failures, and | know after counseling a lot of very sin filled marriages for the last 20
years that it can, God’s relationship with us can be restored. And that restoration happens
through God’s intervention toward us, not through us seeking God. He woos back his people
because of his love that he has for them. Then dropping down to verse 19, we read, ' And |
will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in
steadfast love and in mercy. *| will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know
the Lord. These people who rejected him and are not his people are promised that they will
forever be married to their God. And that relationship is not based on the sin that they have
clearly committed. It is based on God’s righteousness, his complete lack of sin. It is based on
his justice, the necessity that he punish sin and reward good, which they have none of, and
neither do we. It is based on his steadfast love for them in spite of their sin. And this
relationship with God is ultimately based on his mercy towards sinners, because none of us
are deserving of this relationship to a Creator that we have sinned against. But when God
forms the relationship, not based on our merit, but completely on him and his attributes,
then it will be a faithful relationship. | will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall
know the Lord. We are unfaithful. We fail God and sin, but God is faithful to forgive and
restore. The result is seen in verse 23 with a play on the names Hosea gave to the children.
23. ...And | will have mercy on No Mercy, and | will say to Not My People, ‘You are my
people’; and he shall say, ‘“You are my God.”” And here is the really cool and significant part
of this for us. This book that is written to Jewish people who have as a whole been rejected
by God, but are now being told that some of them are chosen to be his people is applied to
us in the book of Romans. Romans 9:22-26 says, 22 What if God, desiring to show his
wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath
prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of
mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— It is these vessels of mercy that are
the subject of Hosea’s words here that are being told, you are my people, and | am your
God. And here is the significant part of this starting in Romans 9:24. 24 even us whom he
has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in
Hosea, “Those who were not my people | will call ‘my people,” and her who was not beloved |
will call ‘beloved.”” 26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my
people,” there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.”” So the significance of this promise
that God would bring some of these rebellious people into a relationship with him based on
his mercy is even more important to us, because he is saying that those people who would
receive his mercy would not just be Jews, those called the People of God in the Old
Testament, but would also be gentiles, who were not the Old Testament chosen people of
God. All of us in here today who know Christ and are not of Jewish descent should be
especially thankful for the mercy of God shown to us by God choosing to bring us into a




relationship with him. We who were not people of God are the people of God by his choice,
by his righteousness, because of his love and his mercy.

And then God gives a tangible picture of that restoration and shows how that restoration
happens in the marriage of Hosea and Gomer. Look at Hosea 3, which only has 5 verses.

3 And the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an
adulteress, even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods and
love cakes of raisins.” ?So | bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a
lethech® of barley.? And | said to her, “You must dwell as mine for many days... so will | also
be to you.” The marriage of Hosea to Gomer pictured not only the rebellion of the people of
Israel, but the restoration of the people of Israel. More importantly, in the restoration of
Gomer, how she is restored is important. Hosea actually bought her back out of prostitution.
In other words, he redeemed her by paying a price for her. What does this have to with
Israel or more importantly with us. As Chapter 3 ends, we are given a prophetic idea of why
this is important that he paid to redeem her. Verse 4-5 says, *For the children of Israel shall
dwell many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or pillar, without ephod or
household gods. Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God,
and David their king, and they shall come in fear to the Lord and to his goodness in

the latter days. The sin of the people will lead to judgement by God in losing their kingdom
and homeland, but when they return by God’s mercy, they will return worshipping or fearing
the true God and returning to the goodness and grace and mercy and love that he has
shown them when they do not deserve it. He does the same to us. He loves us, he draws us
in mercy and grace to himself, and when we experience his goodness and our eyes are
opened to his grace we will truly worship God and Jesus Christ God the Son as our Savior.
And it is interesting here that they will not only seek their God, but through prophecy Hosea
is pointing us to their seeking of king David. Now, everyone knows that David is long dead
by this time, but for the Jews especially, they know that God promised to always have
someone sit on David’s throne. Yet, when that kingly line is no more, there is no king or
prince. There is no sacrifice to the true God represented by the ephod or to the false gods,
represented by the pillar and household idols, but they are looking for David. This is a
prophecy of the coming king who would be the perfect king that will come through David’s
line...the Messiah. This Messiah, this king would be their king because he would purchase all
of his people, those who are Jewish or Gentile as we saw before, back by shedding his own
blood and dying on a cross to pay the price for our sin. 1Peter 1:18-19 says, 18 knowing
that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of
a lamb without blemish or spot. Jesus Christ redeemed us from our sins, paid for those sins,
by shedding his own blood. And this all happens because of God’s unfailing love for his
unfaithful people. Let’s pray.
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