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Hosea 3:1-3 A Marriage Restored

The theme of Hosea is God’s faithful love to unfaithful people, and | don’t want us to
lose sight of that or to try to do things with the text of Scripture that are not really the
point of the passage. But, in this story of Hosea and Gomer that is actually just a little
bit of the overall book, there are some lessons for human marriage that we can learn
within the context of this book. And while these lessons are applicable to all marriage,
they are lessons that would help us as Christians better glorify God in our marriages as
we seek to honor God in our roles as husbands and wives. | want to look at 3 verses we
looked at last week as our key text today that can help us understand what restoration
in a marriage looks like and provide some hope for those who find themselves in difficult
marriage. The three verses are the first three verses of Hosea 3. Let’s read Hosea 3:1-
3 as we begin. 3 And the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by
another man and is an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though
they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” 2 So | bought her for fifteen shekels
of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. 3 And | said to her, “You must dwell as
mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so will |
also be to you.”

We need to remember first how this story of Hosea and Gomer began. God told Hosea
to marry a woman who would definitely not stay faithful to him. In fact it is likely that at
least two of the three children she had after they were married were not his children.
Can a marriage survive that kind of failure and betrayal? According to God’s illustration
through the marriage of Hosea, the answer is Yes, it can. Is it easy, no. And really the
first question we need to answer is are we required to stay in a marriage or take the
extreme steps that Hosea did to save his marriage? Let’s start by answering that
question. If we look at Matthew 5:32, Jesus leads us to an answer to this question.
Matthew 5:32 says, 32 But | say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on
the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery. In Matthew 5, Jesus is giving the Sermon on the
Mount where he is interpreting the Old Testament law in a way that contradicted the
legalism of the Jewish religious leaders. He demonstrated that the point of the law was
not outward holiness, but holiness in every aspect of your being, which is ultimately
impossible. As part of that larger discussion, Jesus says that the improper view of
divorce that the Religious leaders were approving were divorcing for any reason, but he
says that at least in this passage, the only Biblical grounds for divorce is adultery or
immorality. In 1Corinthians Paul makes the argument that if an unsaved spouse leaves,
let them leave, so divorce is allowable for desertion. Based on that desertion argument,
you can also make the case that a spouse that physically abuses and in some cases likely
emotional abuses their spouse as well has deserted their marriage and the marriage
should be ended rather than endangering the abused spouse. So, let’s start off by
saying that the Bible never says that there must be restoration of all marriages, or that
restoration must happen with serial adultery. However, in the case of Hosea, God is
showing us that forgiveness is possible even in the worst scenario. In addition to this
foundational truth that there are Biblical cases for divorce, we need to also say that
while in this case Hosea is the one offering restoration as the one wronged, it can
equally apply to men and women as the wronged spouse. So, although Gomer committed
adultery, and even prostitution in this case, whatever we see in Hosea’s response we
could also see in a wronged wife’s response as well.



And what is it that we see here? We see forgiveness being offered that can only be
the result of God’s work in the life of Hosea. God’s work in the life of a husband or
wife who is wronged to the extent that Hosea was, is the only source of strength to
forgive the spouse who committed that level of offense. | have attempted to be clear
that Scripture seems very clear that adultery especially this level of adultery is cause for
divorce. But what is also clear is that divorce is not God’s intention for marriage. Look at
another passage in Mark 10:2-9 where Jesus addresses divorce and doesn’t give the
exception he does in Matthew. Mark 10:2-9 says, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?” 3 He [Jesus] answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said,
“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And
Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this
commandment. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’
7 ‘“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the
two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore
God has joined together, let not man separate.” In other words, because of sin, divorce
exists, even in the law as given from God’s own hand in the Old Testament. But God’s
original and continuing plan is for one man and one woman to be joined together as one
flesh for a lifetime. This was violated over and over again by even Godly men and women
in the Bible, and continues to be violated today, but the ideal never changes. It just
shows God’s mercy to sinful humans that he allowed for the consequences of sin to be
minimized in an earthly way through divorce.

Notice that this restoration is God’s work. Hosea shows no desire to restore the
marriage. It is God who tells him to be restored to Gomer. And it is not supposed to be a
begrudging sort of reunion. “I'll take her back for the kids sake, but she will sleep in the
other room for the rest of her life.” “I'll make sure she knows how much | despise her for
what she did.” No, God tells Hosea to love this woman as God loved the people of Israel
who had rejected him for other false gods. The word for love here in these verses that is
used for both God’s love and the love that Hosea should have is not the committed love
of HESED that the Old Testament speaks of God having for us usually. This is the
committed love of friendship and affection that forms a strong bond between people.
This is the love that husbands should have for wives and wives for husbands. But that is
broken when trust is broken. Yet, God tells Hosea to love Gomer in this way, not just
take her back. This is the same idea that husbands specifically are commanded to love
their wives in Ephesians 5. Ephesians 5:25-33 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her, ...Then drop down to verse 28. 28 In the
same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it,
just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore
a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and | am saying that it refers to Christ
and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the
wife see that she respects her husband. In a time period where women had little or
limited freedom to determine who they would marry, and husbands could and many
times did treat their wives as property, God paints a different picture of Christian
marriage. And let me just point out here that while this model of restoration and
forgiveness can and should be practiced by either a wronged husband or wife, the Bible
seems to place a greater burden on husbands to seek restoration in the marriage. While
wives are told to submit in Christlikeness to their husbands, it is the man who is



commanded to love in a way that reflects Christ. Jesus Christ died for the church out of
love. He didn’t argue us into a relationship with him. He didn’t force us to become a child
of God. He laid down him own life as Romans 5:8 says, while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. So this may come across as a very difficult and negative idea, but if you as a
husband are unwilling to do whatever it takes to resolve the problems in your marriage,
to love that woman as Christ loved the church, the primary source of the problem is not
her, it is you. | speak to myself in this as well, of course. It wasn’t on Gomer to fix the
marriage, in fact she was living in sin. The command to restore the marriage was given
to Hosea who was told to “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is
an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other
gods and love cakes of raisins.”

Last week we looked at how Hosea loved her and tied it into Christ’s love for us when
he purchased our redemption on the cross. But | do want to look at it again and see how
he sought to restore his marriage. Read verse 2 again. 2 So | bought her for fifteen
shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. Restoration of his marriage cost
Hosea something. He didn’t just send her a text and say, “we need to talk.” He put
actions, costly and difficult actions, with his words. He purchased her out of her
prostitution. Now how difficult would that be for any of us as husbands to do? She was
the one who was cheating on him. She was the one not keeping her vows. And yet,
Hosea was buying a right to be with his wife that was already his by marriage. But that
didn’t matter. What mattered was that he was going to love this woman that God had
told him to love no matter how she had treated him or what it cost him. | know some
men who likely could have saved their marriages by changing jobs, but they weren’t
willing to. | know men who would not even attempt to be less demanding, and have
ended up in divorce blaming their wives, even though God calls men to be the ones to
love sacrificially. That is the opposite of being demanding. And its not because of
adultery or anything else, but due to a lack of true Biblical self-sacrificing love for their
wives. | know that it sounds like | am placing much of the blame at the feet of husbands,
but that seems to be the Bible’s position as well. Ephesians 5:23 says that 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and
is himself its Savior. But that position as head is not one of king, but of loving servant
self-denying leadership. Can | say that any more clearly or step on the toes of husbands
including my own anymore? Probably not. Can wives be responsible for the downfall of a
marriage? Of course, but | would challenge husbands to examine just how far you have
really gone to love your wife before blaming her for the problems in the marriage. Do
you want to know what love looks like for a Christian? 1Corinthians 13:4-7 says, 4 Love
is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing,
but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Does this describe your love as a husband especially but as a
husband or wife towards your spouse?

Now, before you accuse me of saying that restoration in a marriage means putting up
with dangerous abusive behavior on the part of a spouse, | want you to see that Hosea
also confronted the sin on Gomer’s part. But, he also seems to include himself in the
solution for her sin. Look at verse 3 again. 3 And | said to her, “You must dwell as mine
for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so will | also be
to you.” Hosea says, | love you, and | will buy you back, and | do not want you to go back



to other men. But in return, he says, | will be to you what you need so you will not need
to pursue other relationships outside of the marriage. Perhaps this is financial support,
physical affection, emotional support or whatever other thing she needs that she was
not getting in the marriage. Hosea took her back unconditionally and loved her with a
love she did not deserve or earn. Why should we as husbands or wives give this kind of
love to our spouses? Because it is the kind of love we have been given by God the
Father through our Savior Jesus Christ. John 3:16 says, 16 “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. God gave us everything we needed in order to show us he loved us and to
provide a way for us to be in a relationship with him. As we discussed last week, he
provided the redemption for our sins through the death and shed blood of Jesus Christ.
And Jesus gives us everything we need, he becomes everything to us, although we fail
to recognize that far too many times. 2Peter 1:3 says of Jesus, 3His divine power has
granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him
who called us to his own glory and excellence... Jesus does perfectly for us what Hosea
and husbands (and wives) today should be striving to do for our spouses. He provides
for our deepest needs and in so doing changes our desires or even gives us what we
desire. This includes the strength we need to forgive the deepest sin committed against
us by our spouse, and with that providing restoration to hurting marriages.

It is Jesus Christ who we celebrate as his bride the church. This communion meal that
we regularly take is reminder of our relationship to him and his love for us as his people.
It is a picture of the sacrifice he made out of love for us. If you have accepted Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Savior and followed him in obedience by being baptized then |
invite you to join us for communion today. For parents, you teach your children the
importance of baptism by not allowing them to participate if they are not yet ready.
Let’s pray.



