(EEDBE 8 &F 26-40 f1 REDHEETEDLINDEEA

FEREDEEDEETIEH., +TFRIINTONT, BAT, BELNT, Bol-4 TRAHEMN, XICRDER]
[CZFDRANPEIDDNCDVNT ISV TWWET, FEDEE 18 LAL. BENHLI=A=DL
[CERO EE, HRENEHERTET, ZLT, T LA, AFVEYTYTOELE, S5ICH
DETET., DIELDIEALEBEYET, BHRAIC, SAOHEHRTHIUTICH, HHORTIZHLESH
BERDET, T0H®., UREENBRFE>TEAEAADREZTWEETT, FHEGETIE. 7 A,
E, LOWSEBNICHETELRTDIAEENBENT, BEEFFTFEFITERY EN->TITEFET, LH
L. 7TETHURERICHELNEVET, 7TADHEOSED— A, RT/N/ SAVBBLET,

B, 2FY. 1 TRFEFELBZEMOPZIZERINTLESZDOTT, Z5LTHYURF v UEITH
THAEMNEEY ., FEZELND., IRBEDAREIIL Y LLAZHRELTWAALEZATES

BABRDOET, CWHB8ENDTETT, iAFEL &5, FHHEDEE 8:1b, 4b ZDH., TILY L LD

HECHTBHBELVEENREIY ., FELBUNEIAL, A8V EY T TOHEMMFIZERL SN, H
CEIEEDEEFEGALGNALHKYEN =, TOSLTIILYLLADOGHRELIEZAZDSED—ANGE

TEEEINE=7 ADHD—AT, SEBOEFICHTLKBEYRSATT, SEDHIFET. EVRZA
FHIYTIZIT2T, TCTARIZCFYVRMEEZRADE, ZLDAMNMECTNTTAITERZITEL

1=

CIHhOHASHOER., FEHEDEE 8:26-40 TY, BEZFHF > TWSHIIFEFEDEE 8:26-40 ZFALY
TLESW, FTHEICSHOBEMRZEFLOETR, YUV TELSADALRBONI-BZEU.
BELTW=THASEYRIZEHFEDFEON Lo TEATE, TILFLLNLOAFIZTREIZHL
Sy, | EVLWWET, EURAEDLNEBYICHMNMNTTITC E, BENZFDEZHEATWHLEIDEHD
(TET, HUF. BEIIBEL Y. BOUADPESZEDTLEZ, BRTWS E LD VA -WVELA
TL&ID, BOUADHEREZEBRTHRANIELONZYTIREKREH - -DT, EREIEEEH(CH
DEFHATLE, TH, BELLZHHEN EF-T, HOFEEL—HEITITEHIL EVLVSDT,
TNIZTHEHRVWELTz, BEITGED EHMIBHNEZEDAFVYEDS3EZHRATLSIEINE AT
HhTTT, COBHEIZE->TW DX, TFFAETOLE, Do FTDHEDETHEEELTLWSA
TLfz, SOBREL—EOHBFRELANILDEVWATTR, CORBREFIEEL 2> EENTH
VEFT, BEEEVNIDEF, BT v, O—7, dELEDEELERICAEZ . ZBSIIEBF
TY, COIFFAETDEEIF. TIYLALIZHFELIZITO T, BIEFLEZEEVTHY ET,
HoLWMERMYE-NWER STV =DTL&L S, EURIE, #ERICLIE=N->T, TOANIZEELAIIT, —
BICEBHI[CE-ST, 1YV ELNLCHDTIDOANIZEBELEYET.,. TLTIDEERS TRHE
ELT, §CEFEHILZZTET, TOHEMBENEYRZMDEZAIZEST-DT, EURIZZED
BN WELE-T, BEEFIMOA-EVZHWAMOENSII/IOTLEEL, CANSHDOH XS
I Y EFEDHEEDOTTA, COBERAMSALHLMNIATLEIN?SHDAAS VRSV &
BALET, #lE, HOOEHIZ, REOI-ETIHAZELINS, NSHDAS VRSV LT

T, H3I3—EAENVET R, flE. MLOOEDHIZ, REOINETEAZELSND, HEKIEIALKDH
nN3=DTPOLTH#EELTAEDTELONDE DT ETTR, cOALVURLA U FEBFEFRT.

SHIZ. COEFRMHLMNE, #BOD, SEAODHAWAICETAEEF I DA TLNE-WLWLEERWET,

TNTIE, FTHD. SEAORAWVWAICETHIEE1 DDIE---MlE, SIABERHFEFYEBTELL
BCRAZAVWLONEZLEEHDEVNSIRATT, BL2EEZATHDE., COIFAET ADFL
. 240085 b. b THAL, £5. BGALLALERLAZVLWVEDOTLz, —ETD
HbeoEEZATHELED, FHEDEE 8:26-27a ST, EDFELAEYRIZE o=, I->TEAN
TE. TIYLLDOLAYICTIEICHGSL, | ZIERHETHD, €I T, EUREIIL->THL
(1= ETRAZI VT TTIHE, SoZFLWMNELEN, UIUNXTYUNANILBEI DTV AT



T, EUREF, TR, STABIZELDANA IRABHEZELTHONATT., e ET -0 THE
2T, BRIELLWDIZ, BATE?] EB2ALPRLWDWEERWET, Hé. BAITTHR, EY
ROEEDLINTIGR. TIYLLNGATFIZTIEEVWSDIE., TZFIEEHETHS LENVTHD
EBEY., BB WNEFRTYT, WERRED, AHEEHALWVWIITo0HMNEE2UESHERE, &I
BSITE, BEIEZS LML NTT R, EVRAVELIL, EEbNT-EATIE. ABMIZCEZ T
LEBEEATVLDANMTCESR TGN 2IZATY, Lo, TSUNSMNILEZTTH AL, ©
T)XIZW=hv ] EBoBBVET A,

BONEABLRHKTY . MEZTHFEL LD, EREDEHE8:27b-28 THERE, €I, TFAFE

TFADEEAVE TOBET. REDEUHEZEELTWEEEDIFAET AN, RIFHLEFD
EOHIILYLALIZEY, F5&FTHo 7=, RIIFEICFE->T, HEHFEAHFVYOEZHRATILV =, &
DIFAFET7OUBREFEBA. DFVS AT ITILATELGELT, LALEETL, TFFET
[FHERICAZTVYADNLAHATHDRTES-TLED, AFVHETE, BBARHONIHAREFTRR
ShTWEM2L, EBENEARAFVEDOERBFHETL, 2EYIDIFAETDEE

[F. 2FVAHEELDN TCOAFRITEDIS ZEFTERL, HONDETHALZL] ERSIKS3GAY
EEofz. EVWSTETY, EUREEEDHSWE, AFMIZEZ-6, 243274 HFL, ¥
FaI—rarvi, AEMLEBTELVLIGHEVNES2ZATY ., TNTHMERIE, EELNE-
EFRENMREFZRLSF2MIVJ T, EYRZIEAELTHREFICEDL, BEZEAVEEE b
ATY ., EURLFERLTOEN YT U VIZEENEVERIC, ORTIZLEESEVR
TY, MRIIA-EOEBZEZABTRAVWTSESVEY, flE, HLWOE=HIZ, REOM:=H

THAZELNEDTY,

DNVRAFXUDHES A, #KIE. BHEELIB>TWVEN =B THE-ERAVNWESELTREY LE
BAN?CDBFRI?2CDEAI VT ?2CDUFaI—30?2ZDA?HE=VIZBSTERHHLT
H, AANODBEEZEH>TEEFELLS, BHOEAOBRWAICET S —DEHDEE(X, #lE, SEAB
ENHFVEBTELRVETIEEAZALNONASECLEHD. TLI,

TRZDEDERZHATHEL LS, MIFEEAZAVLGINDENSTETYT, Th, HEVYHIICR
ZETHN, BRSO ETHEIREEZAVSID S TI ILKGEVTIN?MILHEEDHTT . HED
SEURZAVDRERGEMN o, TH. MIEEAZAVSALDTY . ML, AL2HAMKREEL
THONDEVWSFWMEMEBICVIPETRETSES S, #EMDHRONELEZLICEANHLLIENT
5. TNZEHDRITRACENTELRRFFRBEL LLWEY, REL LIVHETY & ! T, #Af=5
AESITHERICAVLNOTVEANZLGESE=HICFESTREVLDONE, SBDOBEMRNOHTHE
L&D, HEEDENE 8:30-31,34 ZCTEURMNESTITK &L HEBAHVYDEZHZATLLHON
FCA=DT., THLEEEF RATWSIENGAYFEITMN £E 21, THEETDAE, TEWNT
CNBADBVEITNIE, ESLTHNDTLELIN] EFEATz. TLT, BEICE-T—RITED X
3. EURIZEBALZ. . EEREYRICEAN>TE . EF}RLFETH. BEEELZNIZONTS
DE2TVAHDTI M. BAITOVWTTT A, ThEb. EADENLDAIZONTTE A, |

A E LTODE

L.EFERECKEVNDOIZHNAS TS,

FTEVRIE RATSZEDONMYVFET 7] > TERLTET R, HENEZHEVLDOIFINAS &
LTET., =3 MONTIZLWENEREDLBET, FTZOADKR., KA. FREGZED, {4
DNEHMBLERHYET, WERY THET-, SHALEGHERIZITEZETIHE, BETETET?
AIRFELLEEFT?2] #EVIZVSDOEHFEYSTITOTELRLMNEERVET, Kb YIC,



ARIZEZIETFTFELLS, BLVERZLEL LS, TOANIAILSFET, FAIHEWNGEDOHN, F[IZED
WTE=Dh, B >TWLSDN, AZbZTn. MZLEATVLSDN, TOADKELZERITTA
BOM?ZHMA5ELFELES,. ERICEEFA VL3 F#HRATNT, TNANEBRBTELN =0
T. EURICEBLTOWET 4,

MELRAFL LD, FERESISEVRIOZRAE. COEEOEMMLIRDHT, 1 TADEEER
[CimAf-c CCETEZETTHL, IHTEVREAZEAVTLEYT, ChAEAELTODLEE
ND=T9Y,

2 HMFOENWLECANLIHHT, TALLETEE

EVRIEEENMIZHMY -LONEZEELTHL, EELNMY =N >TULW-EMSHIHT, B

BATETR, HFODEWEIANLMHT, BEEZELOICIE. BEZETLHILITMAT, &8
EFHM-oTWABELAHYET LB, BEZI2EE<MYFELLS, EEEERBENICEYEL &

S5, COHERIZTH, BEFLHLERBTHEOHD)Y—ANRIEVNHY FET, BERLDOALE]
BEDYYY—REREFICHMLT., —AT. HLLEHEMNEFATHTLEEWL, FEOBEDLY
—X TfREIZHL] & Youtube TRBZEMNTEZET,

=D2H. WEFEFL &S,

3F—LDO—RBLEWVWSBEEEZHD,

CHEBDHWNIZIE., $5—DFBITREAL/HYFET., EVRNEEZEDI L. COEEIFTCIC
ELT. #ALEZIT. EVEMNLIIRIOTIT 2 FEEVNWTHY TI 1, BEHHEICELAL, >TES
ALWWBhELNFERAMGTE, Th, EVRIIIELE-EZITHEAL»LZLDE, EEANICITERES A
TY ., ., #ENDBBONE=OICIE. ZOADLDMELFH S, EAEINT, KOYNINT.,
FNHOLIRNEINDIBENHYFET, HoEWLWSISWVSEIZA TREFEZELH ALV, AIELEFE
SELBVIVRFY U EED-T. BEZRAEIFHVTHSHONDIALWVET, FICBERTILHEMID
THOEEITHUIMIC, FRESADNEFEFS, FLIFIEFLANRKEO-TEL-AQOIFEIZED
B EQEBHYET, BEIv P a v RONHBICIToTE ! &b, R—LRXRTA ETEE(Cfiih

fzr D BYVURFYUDORENWV ! EDL ZOVS ARG EIDHERIZET, T ofbh
TET &, Fh=BIEEDRA U FTHEBADL>TWADhOMYFEFFA, THEF—LD—BELT
AIRFRDEBEERLTVWEEZELLDI: COAHFYA I RAKICEKRGIZESLEG ! oTR-TH, &
BELEWT, B22H-T. HFICEZETF. FroXANHIBIZIEZFDOAEETEFEY.,. XROF—L
A PEHEPEDLDINSZEICHIFLELEL D, LT, SNBE=ZDDAAELTODEERER
THEZTFELELD, ThIE, MRIFEEAE LTHLEZEDLEINEINGTYT, MIFEEAZALGND

MB5TY,

TIE=Z=DEDMHDEADHAWNWAICET EIBEEHATHELLD, BIEHRNOEHIZCETEARAHTS
bhd, SHOBEMTIE, EVRIZBESTROTITELTWLWSDTIEEL ., #ERRIZKE->TWVET,

mAHET, F15E8:26,29 & T, FRFEWLWAEURIZEf=, [IL>TEANTE, TILYLLMDH
HFIZTHEICHESW, | ZIERHFTHS. . HMENLEURIC EF->T, HOEELE—BIZTER
SV EEPNTZ, EEDRODE=OIZHENEWNTEOND Z AN Y ET 4, ADFULMZEL
TEEBEFE>TLWADIETHHELDTY, BRI EL T LY Y—2RELELLTLWATY, il
BIZKRHONTWESDIE, #HEDRLIZKST, SIT52&ETY, TOANMEL SN E I ML, Fhtz
LENEETHL ., HOMEETYT, VHIITFATEBIZRANTHWOWTW-ATTITE, TORXFN
DTARAMIY FIRZ—Dv—DIA ) SAITBEBENBOTOEHICEZHE L TRATI R, &
TEBAA/ O )ESIEATYEIN, HHH TBEERYICOHDIMVMEES - &Kt, HEENE - THHEF



BROEGE, MOEHTHLHEBEVTSHITE, AABWVWWREEEREERS, BAT?) »TEHWTETS:
ATYT, TAZRZEEZELTENLTT ] 2>TVWRIFA T RERDENTES ! CARITLLWIAN
o)L BEM? >TERBTY &3, THZDREIDEIZEAEST., [SA. Ehh. AAK
WWAIZEAS ETERDTANDEK '] D TE-PTLELEATYT, RIEDIZ—TdHh, REKT
T Be2EANTAHFELEITE, TEHRIEIIA IV IADDEELED., SEFIEFLAZELTHL
TWAREEBRS L, SELAZREYRITIALERNWET, ZhnlE, #E, BLOEHIC, &
EON=BTEHEAEZELNDIFLENLTY, COMKRICEBELT, SIAELTOEEFE T,
BEF->-TERAZWVEEL £,

—DHBEIAITLTHRLLDIE, §8. BARESO->THRONEIDIEEFERICENTHS L%
LTMLWTT, H#HICWLWD THBATIVRFYUED? ] EAMTELNVESICLTEEFEL &

5, ZLTH5—D, SBR-=HE. XKABRITHEBBETIAF L ABVENRTLESN, £F

(F. —ERIZ30®. EEDEOHICANSEIFTOWATY, TLTERIZ—A, ChhbE—4AIC
AN, TNEHEFTTHELELEI, FURMDEEAELTEETEFEL LS,

ST, CCETHWTET, YURFYUTRHEVWALZEIADHRIZF., T, BarEbhbhdhlT
NG ERSTULAALRVSIE LNWERA, THNERZET SHOITALGL, | TBRICZEZFA
HMEXZEL, | TEPORFHBTHLMLESZBETEEL, | &, TBRICEIHEST L L

1, ELAHELEIER, | EB-TLWAHAALVLWANLLNFEETA, TH, EREHLGL-ZELTL
F9 . HEROEAEHLGITERAITONTVNT, #ERIEHLEICBHEGIEAZEDL LT EINVE
T, SCDGICHEIENANBIEVNSERILMENT CTICHE-E2CBEICEIEFELS5ELTELRN
BIAMEEZADTLED, TNEEEZVLBEVKS LTHTLEEL, £, EEAFA T EE
BiEDE2EATHELELDI . CNIFAFVEIET, 1 TRENEENS 700 FHIICFEEEZAY
VRPN TENDIADVIZTDODVWTTHEE L TWWAERTY . £ 8:32b-33 EBYIBZBIZEINNTITLFE

DESIZ, BEENBZEDRTROTWSFENKSIC, HIXOZRILEL, HIETRLHON, SE=
(FITHNGEM o1z, FEOBRKDILF, FNANENSZAS, BOLOBIEHENMNSERY ES5hf-D
THbd, COBEMRIEAITRRICOVWTIE-ZTYELETBEELTOET, 1 TRFRIEIBADFELILL TULVE
LDIZ, AFVOREIEEE-LICFRLULBEHICHTONT, BADODZLEEZ2{HFRET L LHL,
LEADESITHFRIIATONATARENE Lz, BEA TARIIERLOICOZFALEIL =D

TLEOM?HEASAIRRITBLOHONDZEZHALTRZIFE=DOTLLIN? BE A TAKITEA
EFOTLEID? ZNIEHL 2RSS -OTT, AL ABIIEATERIZILET S L
MNTEY, HORYZZTHFEEIL. A TAFENTFETCOREZAEL TFEEDFEDSZZITT
fZE21=DTY, THAIRAKIIFHATEDLY TIEAHLK, ZBBIZEMSEY., SHE£EFTHELN
FY. A TRABFEEZHLE-ORWNELELTELDLEL., HELIMbOILET, ES5MH. 1 TXHFEEFEL
TLESW, TOAYE—CHEENTHESIDLAIRABOZEEZF LAY WS, EBoAIRE
VFAOHEDH. BEZROEE. TEIOHEED A VNA—IZHVWTHTLESWL, HE. 58, —
B URFXUDHMA, RAIZ, TESHLTHOVRFY UIZH 2120?21 EBWNTHTLIEEL,
L. BOEHIZ, REOILETIEAZELNDIATT., hVYFEL LS,



Acts 8:26-40 Witnesses Sent in Perfect Ways

In the beginning of Acts, just before his ascension to heaven, Jesus, who had already been
crucified, died, buried, and resurrected, says this about what will happen next. Acts 1:8 But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. Just a
side note, in today’s passage, we will see that the Gospel will reach both Samaria and the
end of the earth. And after that the first church started and more and more people believed
the Gospel and started coming to church. In Acts 6, exciting things start to happen in the
church with the election of seven deacons who were appointed to serve the church in a
practical way. However, in chapter 7, the early church receives a shock. Stephen, one of
the seven deacons, is martyred. This means that he was killed because of his faith in
Jesus. So the persecution of Christians began and many of the people in the early church,
other than the apostles, left Jerusalem and began to preach the gospel in other places.
And that is how chapter 8 begins. Let’s read. Acts 8:1b, 4 And there arose on that day a
great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles...Now those who were scattered
went about preaching the word. In today's passage we read about Philip, who escaped
from Jerusalem and who also happened to be one of the seven deacons elected in
Chapter 6. In the first half of chapter 8, we read that Philip went to Samaria to tell about
Christ and many people believed and were baptized.

And now, we’ll look at today’s passage, Acts 8:26-40. If you have a Bible please turn to
Acts 8:26-40. Flirst let’'s summarize the passage. Philip was probably rejoicing and moved
because many people had been saved in Samaria when God's messenger said to him,
"Get up and go to the south, and take the road from Jerusalem down to Gaza. As Philip
goes to do as he was told, he meets a chariot going the same way. In those days, horse-
drawn carriages were used only by wealthy and important people. Perhaps, it would be like
a present day limousine. Commoners did not dare to go near horse-drawn carriages, so as
not to risk being punished for offending whoever was riding the chariot. But God the Holy
Spirit said, "Go over and join this chariot," and Philip again obeyed. As he approached the
carriage, he heard someone reading the Old Testament Book of Isaiah, chapter 53. The
man in the carriage was in charge of all of the treasure of Candace, the Queen of Ethiopia.
In today's world, he would be very important, comparable to a country's minister of finance.
It says here that this minister of finance was a eunuch. Eunuchs were castrated men who
served the courts and nobility of ancient Greece, Rome, and China. It says that this
Ethiopian eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship and was on his way back. Perhaps he
wanted to know more about the God of Israel. Following God’s instructions, Philip speaks
to this man, rides in the carriage with him, and beginning with Isaiah 53, shares the Gospel
with him for the first time. And the eunuch believes in Jesus and is immediately baptized.
And then God sent Philip somewhere else, so Philip was gone and the eunuch returned
home rejoicing in his salvation.That was a quick summary of today's passage, but what
can we learn from this story? Here is today’s main point: God sends his witnesses in his
perfect ways for salvation. God is aware of, and sovereign over every Time, Place, and
Occasion, salvation of each person. With this main point in mind, let’s look at 3 facts about
God'’s use of witnesses (like Philip) that we can see in today's passage.

The first fact about how God uses witnesses is...God sometimes uses witnesses in
ways they themselves don’t really understand. When you think about it, this Ethiopian’s
salvation was already hard to fathom in terms of timing, location, and the person being
saved. Let’s think of the obstacles to this salvation one at a time. Acts 8:26-27a Now an



angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. First, when it
comes to timing. As | mentioned earlier, a revival was taking place in Samaria. | think Philip
must have thought, "But why right now? When so many people are believing in Jesus and
being saved, and the church has just started and we are busy with all kinds of things..."
Also, the location. The place where Philip was sent, the road from Jerusalem down to
Gaza, has nothing, as the passage says, "a desert place”. If | went to Yokohama Station or
Minato Mirai, | might happen to see someone, but not in the desert. From a human
perspective, the place where Philip was told to go was not a place where a person who
wanted to preach the gospel would go. I, for one, would think, “I want to be in Samaria,
where the revival is happening!”

The person who was saved is also unusual. Let's continue. Acts 8:27b-28 And there was
an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in
charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated
in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. This Ethiopian Minister of Finance
was a Gentile, this means he was not a Jew, and he was also a eunuch. Ethiopia would
have been “the end of the earth” for Jews. In Judaism, Gentiles were regarded as beyond
salvation and eunuchs, castrated men, were not even allowed at Jewish gatherings. In
other words, this Ethiopian eunuch was someone every Jew would think that could not be
saved. They would think "This man cannot come near to God. It's impossible for him to be
saved.” The timing, place, and situation of the meeting between Philip and the eunuch
simply cannot be understood from a human perspective. Nevertheless, God sent Philip into
the desert as a witness just as the eunuch's chariot was passing through, and the eunuch
was saved when he heard the gospel. So, the Gospel reached “the end of the earth” right
after it reached Samaria. This is definitely something Philip was not expecting. God uses
us in ways that are beyond our understanding. God sends his witnesses in his perfect
ways for salvation.

Fellow Christians, is God trying to use you in a way you didn't expect? Even if you're
thinking, “This place? This timing? This situation? This person?” Let’s live with an
awareness that we are God’s witnesses. The first fact about how God uses witnesses is:
God sometimes uses witnesses in ways they themselves don’t really understand.

Now let’'s move on to the second fact. God uses withesses. This may seem obvious, but
isn't it amazing that God goes out of his way to use us? God is omniscient and omnipotent.
He didn’t have to use Philip. And yet God chooses to use witnesses. God gives us a VIP
seat to the miracle of people being saved by believing in Him. It is a great joy, a great
privilege to be able to be a part of someone's salvation and to see it happen right before
our eyes! Let us look at today's passage to see what we can do to become withesses who
are more readily used by God. Acts 8:30-31; 34 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said,
‘How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him...And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?”

Things to remember as we withess

1. Find out what the person you are withessing to needs.



First, Philip asks, "Do you understand what you're reading?", right? He is figuring out what
the Ethiopian eunuch needs. When we have people who we want to be saved, first we
need to know what their situation, problems, questions, and needs are. | personally don’t
think it's a good approach to suddenly ask them, "If you die now, you will go to hell. Are
you ready for that? Now, do you want to believe in Jesus?” Instead, listen to people. Ask
thoughtful questions. What do they like? What do they not like? What hurt them? What
makes them angry? What do they fear and what do they want? What are their big
questions? Try to understand. Actually, the eunuch was reading Isaiah 53 and didn't
understand, so he asked Philip about it.

Let’s keep reading. Acts 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. After listening closely, Philip opens his
mouth for the first time. This is the second thing to keep in mind as a witness.

2. Find out what is needed, then present the Gospel.

Philip starts with Isaiah 53 and then he preaches the gospel only after he understands
what the Ethiopian eunuch wants to know. Listening alone is not enough. In order to
preach the Gospel in a way that scratches where it itches you actually need to know the
Gospel. Get to know the Gospel better. Speak the Gospel to yourself every day. This
church also has a lot of resources to help you better understand the gospel. Resources
such as Gospel-Centered Life are available. Get one and read it alone or together with
someone else. You could also watch the series on Acts, called “Walking in the Gospel”
available on Youtube.

Let’s look at the third thing to remember as we witness.

3. Know that you are part of a team.

There is another aspect of the eunuch's salvation that is worth noting.It says that when
Philip preached the gospel, the eunuch immediately believed, was baptized, and went
home rejoicing. Some of you might think, “People don't believe that easily!” But | personally
think that Philip probably just happened to be the person to reap this harvest. In order for
someone to receive salvation, the field of one’s heart needs to be plowed, seeded, and
watered before being harvested. Some people believe in Jesus in the blink of an eye, while
others are saved after years of being involved with various Christians and hearing the
gospel over and over again. Especially in Japan, a person sows seeds in a field that
someone else plowed long ago, and later someone else comes to water and several
different people are involved before the harvest. Some people come to this church and say
things like, “l used to go to a Christian kindergarten!” Or, “l learned about the Bible when |
was on homestay!” Or “| used to have a Christian friend!” and eventually they are saved.
We may not know what phase someone is in when we are witnessing to that someone, but
even so, let's show the love of Jesus as part of a team. Even if you think, “this person
doesn't seem very interested in Jesus!” Don't be disappointed, but listen to them with love,
share the gospel with them when you have a chance, and expect God to send the next
player. Let’'s keep these three things to remember in mind. Because God has sent you as a
witness. God uses withesses.

Now let’s look at the third fact about how God uses witnesses. God orchestrates
everything for salvation. In today's passage, we see that Philip is not making his own
decisions and acting on them; he is following God. Let’s read. Acts 8:26, 29 Now an angel
of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place...And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join



this chariot.” You can see that God himself is at work for the salvation of the eunuch. It is
God who takes initiative in a person’s salvation. We don't have to feel any weird pressure.
What is required of us is to follow God's promptings and to witness. Whether that person
believes or not is not our responsibility, it's God’s role. When | lived in Chicago | used to
work at Starbucks, and Mike, the District Manager for our store, used to show up at the
store where | worked quite a bit. He was not a Christian, but one day he said to me, “Akira,
you're a really good employee. And other students from your seminary also work at a lot of
other Starbucks stores, and they're all good employees. Why is that?" If | said, “It's
because we believe in Jesus!" then | would have had an opportunity to talk about Jesus!
How often does a non-Christian ask a question like this that you are desperately waiting
for?? But in that moment | wasn’t thinking straight and | said, "Yeah, well, we're all trying
our best to be good people!" What a mistake! A huge failure. | was a little disheartened,
but I think God was cultivating Mike's heart through various people, including myself, and
that he will continue to send witnesses. Because, God sends his withesses in his
perfect ways for salvation. That's who he is. Let's trust in God, be aware of our role as
witnesses, and be prepared to live as God’s withesses each day.

One thing | would like you all to do this week is to actually try and write out your testimony
of how you came to know Jesus. Let’s be prepared for when someone asks, “So why are
you a Christian?” Also, after you leave today, please think of four people you can think of
to invite to Church in the next month. Start by setting aside 30 seconds a week for
evangelism. Then invite someone to church, one person a week, four people a month and
try to keep that up. Let us live as witnesses of Christ.

Now, after hearing all this, some of you who are not Christians might be thinking, "No,
there is no way | can believe in Jesus.” You might be thinking, "God doesn't love me," "I
am not worth it. "Even God can't forgive me for my sins." Or, "It's impossible for me to love
or believe in God." But God loves you, God's grace is directed toward you, and He will
send you the witnesses you need. The fact that you are here now is an evidence that God
is already trying to draw you to Himself. Think about that for a minute. Also, let's take a
look at the passage that the eunuch was reading. It was Isaiah 53, where the prophet
Isaiah prophesied 700 years before Jesus was born about the Messiah who would
eventually appear. Acts 8:32b-33 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb
before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied
him.Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” This
passage clearly prophesies about Jesus. Although Jesus was innocent, he was unjustly
put on trials by the Jewish religious leaders and executed on the cross like a criminal
without defending himself. Why didn’t Jesus just open his mouth and say he was innocent?
Why did Jesus accept being humiliated? Why did Jesus die? It was to save you from the
penalty of sin. We humans are unable to atone for our sins on our own and are subject to
God's wrath, so Jesus took the punishment for our sins through his death on the cross. But
the story doesn’t end with Jesus’ death; After three days he rose again and is still alive
today. And if you choose to believe in Jesus as your Savior, you too will be saved. Please
believe in Jesus. If you are interested in learning more about Jesus after listening to this
message, you can talk to me, any deacon, Sunday School teacher or member of this
church. Also, this week try asking a Christian you know how they became a Chrstian. God
sends his witnesses in his perfect ways for salvation. Let’s Pray.



