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Hosea 4:1-6:11 False Worship of the True God

Today we are going to cover chapter 4 through chapter 6 of Hosea. It is easy sometimes to
not see ourselves in these prophecies because we worship the true God. But here in these
two chapters, it seems to call to repentance those who believe they are worshipping the
true God while actually involved in false worship. So, there is much that is applicable to
churches and Christians today who claim to worship God. This passage starts out with
what seems to be very similar judgement that God has made throughout the verses of
Hosea so far. 4 Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, for the LORD has a
controversy with the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and
no knowledge of God in the land; 2 there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and
committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. Their sin
has progressed to the point where society has fallen apart morally. Whereas God has
steadfast love for his people in chapter 2, verse 19 where God says, 19 And | will betroth
you to me forever. | will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love
and in mercy, the nation of Israel has no steadfast love for God or others. People have
completely forgotten about God or about the true God. Society has become full of people
that cannot be trusted. That is what verse 2 is talking about with swearing. They swear
vows or make promises and then break them, so they lie. We also see how this society
has become violent. Now, does this sound like our modern day world. In some ways Japan
has been protected from some of these cultural influences to a great extent, but let’s think
about it. The knowledge of the true God has disappeared. There are fewer than 1% of the
population who are evangelical Christians in the entire country of Japan who follow Jesus
Christ as revealed in the Word of God. So, the knowledge of the true God is missing, and it
is not just Japan. It is the same in many places in the Western part of the world as well.
While there are many who claim to be Christians in places like the United States and areas
of Europe, when you begin to ask them very basic questions about God, like does he exist
as a Trinity... or put any test to their faith like church attendance, those numbers shrink
drastically, and show that many who claim Jesus do not truly know God. But it is those who
claim to know the true God that actually God blames most for this condition as we continue
this passage. And this is why these accusations are different than the others that have
been made. Look at verses 4-7 of Hosea 4. 4 Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse,
for with you is my contention, O priest. 5 You shall stumble by day; the prophet also shall
stumble with you by night; and | will destroy your mother. 6 My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, | reject you from being a priest
to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God, | also will forget your children.

7 The more they increased, the more they sinned against me; | will change their glory into
shame.

These verses are calling out the priests and prophets, in other words the religious leaders.
Religious leaders share much of the blame for the sin of the people. These are the
people who were supposed to be leading people to God and instead were leading people
away from God. In fact verse 7 is telling us that the more religious leaders there were, the
more they increased, the more sin happened. From the very beginning of the nation of
Israel, King Jeroboam1 had set up false worship to God, but still claimed to have priests
and other religious leaders who led in that worship. 1Kings 12:28-31 says, 28 So the king
took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to the people, “You have gone up
to Jerusalem long enough. Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land
of Egypt.” ... Then verse 31. 3 He also made temples on high places and appointed priests
from among all the people, who were not of the Levites. If you are familiar with the history
of the people of Israel leaving Israel this will sound familiar. While Moses was talking
directly to God receiving the 10 Commandments, Aaron, Moses’s brother led the people to



make a golden calf to worship. You need to understand, in a warped sense, the people of
Israel believed they were worshipping the same God who was leading them out of Egypt,
they just wanted some sort of representation of him, which was this calf. This Golden Calf
worshipping cult never really died out and was resurrected in the nation of Israel after the
split with Judah in the South in order to keep people from leaving the North to worship in
the South. The people were persuaded by the religious leaders and king that this was the
true way to worship the true God.

So these religious leaders were leading the people into false worship of the true God, but
that false worship that still claimed to be Biblical worship did not end there. The people did
not stay with the false worship of the true God, but went further in their idolatry. Verse 12 of
Hosea 4 says, 12My people inquire of a piece of wood, and their walking staff gives them
oracles. They went to all sort of inanimate objects to seek spiritual direction. Even in an
age of rejection of the God of the Bible, they did not stop being spiritual, they just stopped
looking to God for that spiritual direction. Today, people are not less spiritual, they are just
not looking in the right place to find true spiritual connection and direction. There are those
who even claim to be Christians who will seek spiritual answers outside of their relationship
with God as discovered through the Word of God. They may even go to fortune tellers or
have special crystals that are believed to have some sort of power. Even things like
avoiding certain numbers because of “bad luck” is a sort of spiritual mindset of seeking to
avoid evil not through God, but through some inanimate concept. When those who are not
Christians do these things, it simply demonstrates their lack of knowledge of God. But
when those who claim Christ do these things, it demonstrates that they are not truly
worshipping Christ. These were the people of God who were doing these things while still
being told by their religious leaders that they were worshipping God.

As part of this false worship, they had sought to make their worship of God convenient
which had actually led to it being false. Look at verse 13. 13They sacrifice on the tops
of the mountains and burn offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar, and terebinth, because
their shade is good. It was very inconvenient to go to Jerusalem and worship at the temple
where God had provided a place for them to worship in a proper way. It was even
inconvenient to go to places of false worship with the golden calves. So, they decided to
worship where the shade was good, where it was comfortable. It was not where God
intended, but it was where their version of air conditioning was available, and that became
their place of worship even though it went against God’s will. There a lot of people doing
this today, and even churches encouraging it. Don’t worry about actually gathering with the
church if it is too inconvenient. Just stay home and watch the livestream on your couch.
You can even take communion, just get your own drink and some bread and join in online.
We have made worship a matter of our own convenience instead of the focus being on
bringing glory to our God and to Jesus Christ who died on a cross in order to redeem us as
his church. Nothing about the life or death of Jesus Christ was convenient or easy, but we
think that doing the bare minimum to worship him is acceptable. | am so thankful for the
Body of Christ that gathers each Sunday here at YIBC. | know that the changes that have
taken place in our gathering are not easy, that becoming bilingual in our worship over the
last 3 years has made our services longer than many other churches... that our building is
not in the most convenient location, especially by public transit or the most comfortable by
modern standards. And yet God brings together his church each Lord’s Day to worship and
grow together in Christ around the Word of God. And | am so thankful for your faithfulness,
and willingness to put aside personal desires and ease to gather and worship.



| want to point out one other specific set of leaders that God holds accountable for this sin.
It is the men. He calls out the men as leaders in families and society. I've skipped
some verses with stronger language in this passage, but it is worth looking at verse 14
where we see this. 14 | will not punish your daughters when they play the whore, nor your
brides when they commit adultery; for the men themselves go aside with prostitutes and
sacrifice with cult prostitutes... Many times even in today’s society, it's very easy to blame
and look down on a woman who acts like the women were in this verse. But the truth is
that there is blame for the sin on the part of the men who were seeking this sinful activity. |
would say this same idea applies with the sexual sins that are rampant in every society,
today. It's easy to look down on the girls who actively solicit for maid cafés and even worse
forms of entertainment, but not see that it is their customers who really give the industry its
power and presence in society.

As we move into Chapter 5, God now promises punishment for that false worship starting
with the priests themselves, these false religious leaders. Look at Hosea 5:1, 5 Hear this,
O priests! Pay attention, O house of Israel! Give ear, O house of the king! For the judgment
is for you; for you have been a snare at Mizpah and a net spread upon Tabor. And as
chapter 5 continues God lays out the punishment for all of the people. He uses the name
of the Tribe of Ephraim, the most important tribe of the Northern Kingdom of Israel to
represent the leadership of the nation. But something else to see in this promised
judgment is the now the inclusion of the nation of Judah that was specifically excluded
from earlier promises of judgement. Hosea 1:7 said, 7 But | will have mercy on the house
of Judah, and | will save them by the Lord their God. But now look at Hosea 5:5, The pride
of Israel testifies to his face; Israel and Ephraim shall stumble in his guilt; Judah also shall
stumble with them. The danger of false worship, of false Christianity, if you will, is that it
can mislead and subtly deceive those who are following God into a false worship. The
people of Judah had the temple and the truth. Throughout their history, they had
leadership that pointed them to the true worship of God. And yet, they were seduced into
Israel’s false worship. We must be always on guard against false worship that can lead
true worshippers of God away from the Bible, the Word of God as the only true foundation
for our worship. So, in verse 8 God warns the two closest Judean cities to Israel to be on
guard. These cities of the tribe of Benjamin were supposed to be especially watchful to
keep out the sinful influences of Israel. Hosea 5: 8 says, 8 Blow the horn in Gibeah, the
trumpet in Ramah. Sound the alarm at Beth-aven; we follow you, O Benjamin! Whether it is
the authority of Religious leaders, or the comfort of easy worship that is about meeting my
needs, or some other false worship that pulls us away from God, even if someone else is
in part responsible for our sin like the men towards the women in chapter 1, God will hold
us all accountable for how we worship him. We must consistently guard our hearts and
guard our church against false worship!

As we move into Chapter 6, Israel and now Judah’s sins continue to be called out for
judgement, but we also see the solution for false worship which is repentance and heart
change. Remember in the first sermon in Hosea, | said there were these abrupt shifts in
this book and chapter 6, verses 1-3 is one of those. In the middle of talking about
judgement, the Holy Spirit speaking through Hosea leads Hosea to pray this prayer of
repentance that asks the people to join him in this time of repentance. 6“Come, let us
return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us down, and he
will bind us up. 2After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that
we may live before him. 3Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD,; his going out is
sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the
earth.” That word “return” is a clear word showing repentance. Repentance means to turn



away from sin and turn or “return” to God. And two things happen when we repent.
Healing, number 1. God will heal us from our sins, save us from the curse of our sins and
forgive us for them when we repent of them. Acts 3:19 shows this healing that happens. 19
Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out... Secondly, repentance
brings new life. Verse 2 says God will “revive us.” 2Corinthians 5:17 says, 17 Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. But notice he says he will revive us specifically on the third day. This is a clear
reference to how we will receive new life. It will come through a resurrected Messiah who
comes back to life on the third day after dying for our sins. 1Corinthians 15:4 says, 4 that
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures...
There is no other place in the Old Testament that makes this idea of a resurrection on the
third day clear, so it must be referencing this passage as pointing us to Jesus Christ. The
only solution for our sins and for God’s wrath is repentance, which brings healing from sin
and new life in Christ, because of his death and resurrection. But pictured in this passage
on repentance is more truth about salvation is that it is not just a one time turning away
from sin, but a lifetime of following and growing as a disciple. See what verse 3 says, 3Let
us know; let us press on to know the LORD; How do we protect from false worship? We
continually seek to know God, to grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ. We do that
through a constant application of the Word of God to our hearts and lives. The Christian life
is one marked by growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ. If that is not present in our life, the
perhaps we are simply doing Christian rituals and not truly following Christ.

This is also addressed in chapter 6 verse 6 that true salvation involves repentance, but
also heart change, not simply religious rituals. 6For | desire steadfast love and not
sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. If your Christianity is about
coming to church, taking a sacrament, saying the right prayer or anything else other than
truly following Christ in order to know him more, then you may not truly know Christ. All of
those other things are good, but only in that they are a means to an end which is knowing
Christ. I'm afraid that even where we may not see it, there is much false teaching or false
understanding of Christianity happening that can lead to this result. Churches that lead
followers to trust in sacramental systems for salvation. Churches that deny key doctrines
like the Trinity. Churches that have, to use their own terms, “affirmed” the LGBTQ
community, which means they have affirmed what Romans 1:26 calls “dishonorable
passions.” If we aren’t careful in the message we send about what it means to a Christian
we may mislead people into false worship. If we are too quick to baptize someone and put
our seal of approval on their testimony of faith, when we haven’t fully examined their faith.
Or let people who claim Christ think it is okay to be a member of a church, but have no
relationship with the church in the most basic way of attendance even though Scripture is
clear on the matter. Hebrews 10:25 says, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing
near. In all these ways and more, we can lead people to false worship, instead of the true
knowledge of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. May God help us to be clear and firm
on what it means to truly worship our God. Let’s pray.



