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Hosea 7:1-10:15 The Promise of Punishment

Today as we move into Hosea chapter 7 and work through Hosea 10, | want you to see
in this passage the serious consequences of our sin. Now just like many today, as we
read through these verses, keep in mind that to the people he is talking to, they did not
consider themselves sinners. We have already pointed out that in their worship of the
calf idols in Samaria, the people of Israel actually thought they were properly
worshipping the true God of the Bible, even when they were clearly worshipping idols.
Whether they were misled in that worship by the false priests and prophets or willfully
chose to live in disobedience, both of which were likely true, God is promising that their
sin will be punished. Let’s work through this passage today and see how God plans to
punish their sin. But right up front | want to tell you that once again in this book, we will
see the escape from this punishment that is still available by God’s loving grace to these
rebellious people.

When people and societies reject God, part of God’s punishment could be said to be
the societal breakdown that happens. This is what we see as chapter 7 opens. Look at
verses 1 and 2. When | would heal Israel, the iniquity of Ephraim is revealed, and the evil
deeds of Samaria; for they deal falsely; the thief breaks in,and the bandits raid outside.
2But they do not consider that | remember all their evil. Now their deeds surround them;
they are before my face. God is saying through Hosea that social crimes are
everywhere. There is dishonesty in business, theft, robbery and attacks by bandits. By
rejecting the true worship of God, they have essentially said that he doesn’t exist and
doesn’t care what they do. But as verse 2 says, God sees all their evil. Everywhere he
looks he sees their sin, and it is seen in the breakdown of their society through this
criminal behavior. | would just say that this is a consequence of sin itself and part of the
natural punishment from God for sin. It’s easy to see this | believe in my own country of
the United States, but maybe we would like to believe that Japan does not follow that
pattern. Here, we have a mostly atheistic nation with a cultural tradition largely formed
by the false religion of Buddhism and Shinto. But isn’t there a breakdown of society here
because of rejection of God as well? We don’t have school shootings, but there is an
epidemic of hopelessness that has led to one of the highest suicide rates in the world.
There are plenty of people orphans, the homeless, refugees who face rejection from
society not only in other places in the world but here in Japan as well.

There is not only social upheaval due to their sin, but there is political chaos. Verse 7
says, ' All of them are hot as an oven, and they devour their rulers. All their kings have
fallen, and none of them calls upon me. Israel will have several of their last kings before
being completely taken over by the Assyrians, who kill the previous king in order to
become king. This breakdown in political structure is God’s judgement on the people.
But yet in all of this we see another aspect of God’s punishment that is sometimes
overlooked, and that is a continual hardening of their hearts against God. The
promises of punishment, the breakdown of society did not result in turning to God, but
in continual rebellion against God. Look at verses 10-11. '° The pride of Israel testifies to
his face; yet they do not return to the Lord their God, nor seek him, for all this.
""Ephraim is like a dove, silly and without sense, calling to Egypt, going to Assyria.
Rather than returning to God, they looked to Egypt and even to their eventual
conquerors, Assyria for help. In the second half of Verse 13 God even says, | would
redeem them, but they speak lies against me. '* They do not cry to me from the

heart, but they wail upon their beds; for grain and wine they gash themselves; they rebel



against me. Now why do | say this is in itself a punishment from God. We have the
example of Pharaoh when he refused to let the people of Israel go out from their slavery
in Egypt. Moses said let my people go or God will punish you. God sent plague after
plague where the response of Pharoah was that he hardened his heart against God. But
the in Exodus 9:12, the wording changes. '“But the Lord hardened the heart of
Pharaoh, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had spoken to Moses. This is the
same idea that is found in Romans 1:28, * And since they did not see fit to acknowledge
God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. But as we
move into chapter 8, we see rather than turning to God in repentance, they continued in
their delusion that they were actually still God’s people with his blessing. Hosea 8,
verses 2-4 says, 2To me they cry, “My God, we—Israel know you.” ®Israel has spurned
the good; the enemy shall pursue him. * They made kings, but not through me. They set
up princes, but | knew it not. With their silver and gold they made idols for their own
destruction. The people who were experiencing God’s punishment and would soon
experience it even more were still claiming to know and serve God! But God points out
that nothing they are doing, with their political leadership or their wealth was bringing
glory to him or happening according to his purpose for them.

But this hardening of their hearts and the social breakdown that were occurring will only
be the beginning of God’s punishment for them. As chapter 8 continues, verse 7 says
For they sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind. Whatever sin they are
committing now will be paid for with a punishment that will account for all the sin they
have done. God’s wrath will certainly come against their sin. His punishment will extend
to every part of their lives. He already pointed out the murder of their kings, in the
political civil aspect of their lives, but he also will punish the false religion of their lives,
including the false worship they think is actually worship of God. Look at Hosea 8:13 As
for my sacrificial offerings, they sacrifice meat and eat it, but the Lord does not accept
them. Now he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins:-- And as he moves to
verse 14, God now promises punishment in the destruction of their cities that represent
their military strength. '*For Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces, and Judah
has multiplied fortified cities; so | will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour her
strongholds. There is coming a day that will bring a complete destruction of the world
they know. And what we need to keep in mind as people living in the 21° century is that
God’s promise of judgment against sin extends beyond the people of Israel to all those
who even today would reject the truth of his rightful reign over their lives as our
Creator. Romans 1:18 says, For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the
truth.

Most people in this world, most people in Japan and maybe some of you here today are
living their lives suppressing the truth. The truth is that the world is created by a
Sovereign God, and that we as human beings are created by a Sovereign God. As
created beings, we are therefore accountable to our Creator for our actions and owe
him a life of bringing glory to him as his creation. But, instead we live our lives for our
own pleasure and our own purposes, and today we are confronted with the same words
that Israel heard as Hosea 9 began. Hosea 9:1 says, Rejoice not, O Israel!l Exult not like
the peoples; for you have played the whore, forsaking your God. This is the state of all
of those who have not recognized their sin and come to God through faith in Jesus
Christ for forgiveness of their sin. Whatever satisfaction you find in this life, whatever



good you think you have in your life or riches or authority. All of these things that keep
you from thinking you need God. They are the things you might say that you take “glory”
in. And God’s response to the glory of man is seen in God’s words here in chapter 9
verse 11 to the people of Israel. "' Ephraim's glory shall fly away like a bird— no birth, no
pregnancy, no conception! '?Even if they bring up children, | will bereave them till none is
left. Woe to them when | depart from them! Then dropping down to verse 17, 17 My
God will reject them because they have not listened to him; they shall be wanderers
among the nations. At some point, all the things you glory in---all the idols that take the
place of God in our lives:--will be destroyed. At that point there will be no chance to
repent, because God will have departed from us. For most of us this will come after we
die, when there is no chance for repentance from our sin. We will stand before God and
according to Matthew 7, he will judge us not on the basis of what we said we believed,
but what our lives showed that we truly believed. Matthew 7:21-23 says 21 “Not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and
do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will | declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” This is a warning to those who don’t
know Christ in here this morning, but also those who claim to be followers of Christ, just
as the people of Israel continued to believe they followed and worshipped God. There is
coming a day where you and | will all stand before our Creator and either hear the
words, “| never knew you,” or the words of Matthew 25:21, well done, good and faithful
servant.

As we enter chapter 10, it starts off in much the same way, continuing to show the
coming punishment God is promising for Israel’s sin. Look at verses 1 and 2 of Hosea
10. Israel is a luxuriant vine that yields its fruit. The more his fruit increased, the more
altars he built; as his country improved, he improved his pillars.? Their heart is false; now
they must bear their guilt. The Lord will break down their altars and destroy their pillars.
Again, God gave abundance, and Israel used that wealth to worship false gods, now God
will remove those places of false worship. We don’t know how many altars and places of
worship there may have been, but this is like God saying that he will destroy the temples
and shrines around us. Could you imagine the destruction if God turned his might
against the temples and shrines of Japan representing Shinto and Buddhism. But the
people were so hardened to their true God that when the places of false worship were
destroyed they longed to have the false religion back instead of turning to God. Look at
verse 5. 5 The inhabitants of Samaria tremble for the calf of Beth-aven. Its people
mourn for it, and so do its idolatrous priests— those who rejoiced over it and over its
glory— for it has departed from them. But it’s not just the false idols that are carried
away, again God prophesies through Hosea that the king will be no more. The nation will
be completely gone. Verse 7 says, Samaria's king shall perish like a twig on the face of
the waters. But then starting in verse 11 of Hosea 10, we still see a ray of hope for the
people of Israel and all of us who are under the curse of our sin against our Creator. |
want to look at verses 11 and 12. Here we have two short verses sandwiched in
between promised punishment and destruction of their city, their government, their
religion, and their families. These two verses show us the hope of the gospel and shine a
ray of light into the darkness of sin and punishment of destruction that is being
promised. The second part of Hosea 10:11 says, but | will put Ephraim to the yoke;
Judah must plough; Jacob must harrow for himself.'? Sow for yourselves righteousness;



reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground, for it is the time to seek the Lord, that
he may come and rain righteousness upon you.

As long as there is life, there is hope for redemption, for salvation from God’s
punishment. But that redemption and forgiveness for sin only comes in one way - our
righteousness. See there in verse 12, “sow for yourselves righteousness” then you will
reap or receive God’s steadfast love. But of course we know that creates a problem.
Romans 3:23 is very clear. 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. We
are all in the position of Israel or of Hosea’s wife Gomer, we have sinned and committed
adultery again our creator. For that sin we have done, we already deserve God’s
punishment and there is no way for us to earn God’s love through any additional good
works. We cannot be good enough. Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us---8 For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a
result of works, so that no one may boast. So what is the solution? We have to be
righteous in order to be forgiven for our sins, but | am anything but righteous! The
answer is right there at the end of verse 12. ---for it is the time to seek the Lord, that he
may come and rain righteousness upon you. The righteousness comes from God’s own
righteousness. When we turn to God by faith believing in Jesus Christ, the completely
righteous, sinless man, who was completely God and completely human, but lived
perfectly in total righteousness, we gain Christ’s righteousness and God forgives us on
the basis of that righteousness. Philippians 3:8-9 starting at the end of verse 8 says, in
order that | may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith— The only way to escape God’s
punishment for sin and move into a position of God’s blessing is through a righteousness
that is not our own, but that of Jesus Christ. We are given that righteousness when we
believe and trust and accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and our Savior. Without that,
there is coming a day for all of us that just like the king of Israel is prophecied about in
verse 15 as Hosea 10 ends, "° Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, because of your
great evil. At dawn the king of Israel shall be utterly cut off.

And Christians, we can get complacent and comfortable in our faith and forget that this
coming judgement is promised to those around us who are without Christ. This is what
our friends and neighbors and family members are facing. Perhaps the truth is that we
don’t really believe in the wrath of God, this coming punishment, enough to share Christ
with our friends. This complacency can keep us from living out the gospel and sharing
our faith with others and can lead us to false worship that we see in the people of Israel.
Faith is fragile — | don’t mean you can lose your salvation. The people of Israel thought
that the entire time they were actually in God’s favor. Right up until the end, they were
complacent in their worship that although false, they thought was fine with God. And
just as the answer for sinners to be restored to our Creator is the good news of the
gospel, the answer for complacency in spiritual life is also the gospel. We must
continually preach the gospel to ourselves and seek gospel renewal within our church.
We have to see that apart from Jesus Christ, we have no righteousness of our own. So
as a church or as individual Christians, we cannot trust in our good works, but only in
the work of Jesus Christ that he did for us on the cross. Let’s pray.



