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Hosea 11:1-11 The Beauty of God’s Love

Last week was all about the punishment that God promised to Israel and to all who reject
him. But today we come to one of the most beautiful passages in Hosea and possibly in the
Old Testament. Of course there are many beautiful promises in God’s Word, and one will
bring comfort at one point in your life while another brings comfort at another time. And
church today, | want us to hear the love in our Creator’s voice in this chapter, and see the
beauty of God’s love that shines through so clearly in Hosea 11. I’'ve called this series,
unfailing love for unfaithful people, and in this chapter, he unfolds that love for sinful people
in a way that should cause us to be moved in every part our being as we see the beautiful
love that God has for these people and by extension for us.

God begins explaining his love for these people by recounting their history beginning when
they were slaves in Egypt. Look at verses 1. When Israel was a child, | loved him, and out of
Egypt | called my son. Israel is pictured by a son, a young son. Israel’s history as a nation
rather than just a family of Abraham began in Egypt, where they grew under the oppression
of the Egyptians and eventually were essentially put into slavery. But then God intervened
out of love and brought them out of Egypt to become a great nation. This is the greatest
love that anyone can receive, that of a child. God loved these people as his own children, his
own son. This love God has for his child Israel is the same relationship God the Father has
with God the Son, Jesus Christ. John 3:35 says, 35 The Father loves the Son and has given
all things into his hand. But this is what we really need to know. We are his adopted children
as well if we know Jesus Christ. Galatians 4:4-5 says, 4 But when the fullness of time had
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. God has not just freed you
from the enslavement of sin in the same way he freed the Israelites, he has adopted you and
made you his very own child. He chose you and loves you.

But just like the people of Israel our response to that love is too often what we see in verse
2. The children of God were called to freedom, then verse 2 says, > The more they were
called, the more they went away; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning offerings to
idols. It’s easy to look at Israel and think how could they do that? How could they walk away
from God so quickly when he delivered in a miraculous way from Egypt. But don’t we do the
same thing? At the root of every sin is idolatry. We set other things before God, and give
other things and people and desires first place in our life, even if only for a small amount of
time. That sin, even if only temporarily, displaces our Father with something else. Part of
repentance is figuring out what those idols in our lives are, which are many times different
than the sin we know we are committing on the surface. But understand that whatever thing
it is that we are valuing more than God is the same as the idolatry practiced by the nation of
Israel.

And if that idolatry was not bad enough in response to God’s love, look at verse 3 where we
see another response to his love. ° Yet it was | who taught Ephraim to walk; | took them up
by their arms, but they did not know that | healed them. God didn’t just free his child from
Egyptian slavery, he then taught this young child how to walk. He didn’t just shove them out
into the world. This demonstrates how he patiently gave them what they needed to obey him
to please him. He gave them the 10 Commandments, the law in order to show them how to
live under God’s blessing. He didn’t do these things to harm them, but to keep them from
doing things not only that were sinful against their Father, but that would actually protect
them. Their response to this was that they did not even recognize his work in their lives. It
says, “they did not know that | healed them.” Can you imagine if your child who you teach to
walk, teach to eat, send to school and teach to live life never even recognized all that you



had done for them. Some of you have felt that sense of rejection. | can’t even imagine the
pain that it causes you. But | do know that God does understand that pain as one who
endures it every day from his Creation, but also from his own children many times who he
adopted through Jesus Christ. We live life as if we never recognize all that God has done for
us.

But God did even more for them and for us. Look at verse 4. *| led them with cords of
kindness, with the bands of love, and | became to them as one who eases the yoke on their
jaws, and | bent down to them and fed them. Again, with this leading of the people of Israel
from their place of bondage in Egypt to their place of being a great nation in the land of
Israel, it shows his tender love and care for his people. Think about how God’s leading is
described in Psalm 23, which also demonstrates his care and love for his people. Psalm
23:1-3 says, The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of
righteousness for his name's sake. Notice that God’s leading is always for our good. For the
people of Israel, he loosened the figurative yoke of slavery from their jaws and fed them.
Rather than the ropes and yoke of bondage from slavery, he wrapped them in ropes of his
kindness and love. And when we apply Psalm 23, we see that his leading brings rest and
nourishment in green pastures, refreshment for our souls beside still waters, and moral
choices in our life as we follow him in paths of righteousness. God’s embrace of love, his
bands of kindness or grace towards us are not putting us in bondage, but are freeing us to
walk in those paths of righteousness.

But does his love mean then that he just overlooks sin? If it hasn’t been clear yet, the
answer is a very clear no. If a parent allows their young child to just run into the road
against traffic and doesn’t try to stop them is that a loving action? Of course not! If | as a
parent allow my child to disrespect others lets say in some cultural way like walking into
their house and not removing their shoes in the genkan, then that is not loving towards the
child who needs to be taught respect nor is it loving to the friend whose house my child is
entering. As a child gets older and teenagers enter phases that many parents describe as
normal in rebellion, | would say it is not loving to allow the child’s rebellion to always go
unpunished in some way to attempt to correct their actions. Proverbs 13:24 says, Whoever
spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him. Proverbs is
definitely not saying beat your child or even necessarily that spanking is required, but that
every child requires loving discipline to correct wrong behavior. This is what God does to
show his love for his people. Look at verses 5-7. ° They shall not™ return to the land of
Egypt, but Assyria shall be their king, because they have refused to return to me. °The
sword shall rage against their cities, consume the bars of their gates, and devour

them because of their own counsels. "My people are bent on turning away from me, and
though they call out to the Most High, he shall not raise them up at all. God’s love does not
mean he will withhold the punishment he has already promised in the previous 10 chapters.
He will certainly bring the punishment he has promised. He will not send them back to Egypt
again, but they will be taken over by Assyria, and have their cities destroyed. God’s love
cannot be disconnected from his holiness. He would not be loving to overlook sin, so it must
be punished. But there is hope for us in this truth, because God is love. And we will see in
this passage the solution for sinful humanity to be reconciled to a holy God that God himself
provides.

The reason God will show mercy and provide a way to forgiveness is because he is
operating out of a place of love even while displaying his righteous anger towards sin. As we
continue in verse 8, we see what it feels like to God as a parent when he has to punish their
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sin. ®*How can | give you up, O Ephraim? How can | hand you over, O Israel? How can | make
you like Admah? How can | treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender. To punish these people does not bring God pleasure
even though it does bring him glory. God’s heart recoils against this need to punish their sin,
and is moved with compassion towards the nation of Israel even as they are under his just
punishment. Of course putting human emotions in the heart of God is always going to fall
short because God is not subject in any sinful way to the same emotions as us. But God
reveals to us his heart in this. Admah and Zeboiim were two cities that were destroyed for
their sin along with Sodom and Gomorrah in the book of Genesis. Those people were never
God’s people, but to have to deliver the same punishment on his own people broke God’s
heart, so the punishment was tempered or limited in its extent by his compassion and love
towards his people. He continues in verse 9.°| will not execute my burning anger; | will not
again destroy Ephraim; for | am God and not a man, the Holy One in your midst, and | will
not come in wrath. God will not execute his wrath against the people of Israel in the same
way that he destroyed Admah and Zeboiim. Why would he save some and destroy others?
The answer is right here. | am God and not a man--- To ask the question why doesn’t God
save everyone is not the right question. Instead we should be asking why does God save
anyone---and why did God choose to save me? Israel deserved the same destruction as
those other cities, but God showed mercy, and still never violated his holiness. He remained
holy in their presence. God’s presence never left his people even in punishment. One day
God would bring a holy one to the people of Israel as a gift not only to them but to the
world. Verse 9 pictures the truth that Jesus Christ is truly the holy one in the midst of our
humanity. He gave up Heaven above to come down to earth, and put aside some of what it
meant to be God. He came not in wrath, but to lay down his life out of love so that God
could pardon those he chose for salvation. It is because of Jesus that when God chooses or
predestines or calls us to salvation that we can respond. We don’t deserve to be chosen for
salvation. This holy one, Jesus, would live a completely righteous sin free life and eventually
die on a cross and take all of God’s wrath on himself. We call this a big theological word
propitiation which simply means that Jesus turns away the wrath of God by taking the
punishment on himself. You are probably familiar with Romans 3:23, but listen to the whole
passage of Romans 3:23-25 which talks about this. 23 for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins. God can pass over or forgive our sins because of Jesus Christ,
God the Son, taking the punishment for that sin by shedding his blood and dying for us.

That truth of God’s wrath being set aside through the actions of God himself makes it
possible for us to experience fully the love of God. Even as sinners, we can approach a
completely holy God who has set aside his wrath against our sin. This will be the future
response of God’s people Israel and of all God’s future people including us. Look at the last
two verses, 10-11. "®They shall go after the Lord; he will roar like a lion; when he roars,his
children shall come trembling from the west; '' they shall come trembling like birds from
Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria, and | will return them to their homes,
declares the Lord. This removal from their land to Assyria will not last forever. God in his
love and compassion cannot bear to permanently displace his people. Eventually the people
of Israel are restored to their land and return which we see in the books of Ezra and
Nehemiah in the Old Testament. Just as the people of Israel respond to God’s call to return,
we respond to God’s work and God’s call to salvation. But notice what that response is like.
They come trembling like doves. God is roaring his call and those who are his own will
respond, but our response to God’s powerful call is humble obedience. God does not owe us



his love. We deserve the punishment for our sin that we have committed against him. So,
why would God do this for us? Why would he love us in this way, by taking us up in his arms
and healing us and wrapping us in his cords of love? How would he even do this, given the
depth and extent of our sin?

In the gospel of Matthew Chapter 2, verses 13-15 we find a quote from this passage in
Hosea. When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,”
he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for
Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the child and his
mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod.
And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt | called my
son.” This short quote, Out of Egypt | called my son---” shows us the true beauty of God’s
love. The focus and the depth of God’s love is found in the person of Jesus Christ. At first,
it is very difficult to see the connection between a reference in Hosea to God bringing the
people of Israel out of Egypt and Matthew using this as a prophecy speaking about Jesus
Christ. But when you see the overall theme of Matthew’s gospel, he is showing Jewish
people that Jesus is the new and better Israel. Matthew retells Israel’s story, but he puts
Jesus right in the middle as the main character. Jesus as God the Son was there with them
all along, and everything about the nation of Israel and Israel’s story was leading to the
better Israel, the Messiah, Jesus Christ himself. Jesus Christ is the fullest expression of
God’s incredible love. John 3:16 says, 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

All of us have sinned completely, whether we want to admit it or not, we have rejected our
creator and worshipped idols in so many ways we can’t begin to understand the extent of
our failure. But the greatest love in the world is seen in the fact that God is calling out to
you offering his grace, his forgiveness for your sin. If you have not accepted Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior, then you are still facing the wrath of God against your sin, but God is
today extending his love towards you. He is calling to you loudly to come to him and let him
receive you as his child, and love you with a love that accepts you completely and forgives
you fully. And to those of us who know Jesus Christ, this message is for us as well. We have
not all of a sudden stopped all our rejection of God’s love. Like the people of Israel, we need
to recognize that everything that happens in our lives is a result of God’s love for us. Even
his discipline, whether it is punishment or simply hardship that he is using for our good to
bring glory to him. Maybe today you need to preach the gospel to yourself. By that | mean
reminding yourself that as a follower of Christ, God has called you his child and has wrapped
you in his love. | want to close by focusing on this picture. Of course, it is a picture of a
parent hugging a child. | want you to know today that this is the same beauty of God’s love
that we find in Jesus Christ. He is embracing you as your Father with arms of love and his
grace of forgiveness. If you need to, will you respond by returning to his loving embrace or
respond in thanksgiving for this love that God has displayed for you through Jesus Christ.
Let’s pray.



