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Hosea 11:12-13:16 Forgetting their God

A few days ago, | came across two different stories where Pastors who claimed to be
Christian pastors denied the full divinity and humanity of Jesus. One said that Jesus was a
“uniquely extraordinary human being. But that does not mean | take every story about him
literally." The other denied a physical resurrection and even the burial of Jesus like the Bible
describes. Both of these men at one time claimed to believe the same things about Jesus
being fully God and fully man that we believe and trust in the Bible’s account. | know this
type of thing is common, but how can a person who starts off serving and worshipping God
end up essentially rejecting the God they claim to worship, which is happening if you deny
the nature of God the Son, Jesus Christ?

The answer is seen in the story of the nation of Israel. By the time of Hosea’s prophecies,
they had left their God. We have already seen that they were committing spiritual adultery
by worshipping idols. In some cases, they even believed they were still worshipping the true
God, just as the two men | mentioned earlier. As we begin chapter 12 of Hosea, the prophet
Hosea is going to remind them of their history. And he goes all the way back to the
beginning of the nation with Abraham’s son Jacob, whose name is changed into Israel by
God himself. But this reminder of where they came from starts by ensuring that both Israel
in the North and Judah in the South understand that this applies equally to them both. In
chapter 12 and 13, Hosea does not tell the stories in chronological order because he is
making theological points, not trying to simply repeat history. In similar fashion, | am not
going to go through these verses in order, but will be going through in such a way as to
hopefully demonstrate what Hosea was trying to convey and how it applies to us today. But
we will actually start with chapter 11, verse 12 and read through chapter 12, verse 2. 11:12
Ephraim has surrounded me with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit, but Judah still
walks with God and is faithful to the Holy One. 12:1 Ephraim feeds on the wind and

pursues the east wind all day long; they multiply falsehood and violence; they make a
covenant with Assyria, and oil is carried to Egypt. > The Lord has an indictment against
Judah and will punish Jacob according to his ways; he will repay him according to his deeds.
Chapter 12 is very difficult to understand and every commentary takes a different
perspective, so | am going to stick with the main focus of the history of Israel. That much is
clear. While at first he says Judah is walking with God, he then includes Judah in on
whatever he says to Ephraim so it is clear he is talking to both nations, all the children of
Israel at this point. And he reminds them of their beginning. Look at verses 3-4. °In the
womb he took his brother by the heel, and in his manhood he strove with God. *He strove
with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor. He met God at Bethel, and there
God spoke with us— He is reminding the people of Israel, both Judah and Israel, that their
history began with both sin as in Hosea’s day, but also with true knowledge of God. Jacob’s
name meant deceiver. In a certain sense, he started his life by sinfully acting against his
older brother, although as a baby he was not responsible for that action. But later that
action against his brother and stealing his birthright and blessing from him would be a very
deliberate act on his part. But that sinner Jacob met God or at least an angel of God at
Bethel and after an all night wrestling match with this angel of the Lord, possibly an Old
Testament appearance of Jesus himself, Jacob walked away a changed man with a new
name, Israel. The Deceiver became one who “wrestles with God” and through that wrestling
with God, he learned to depend on him. And through his sons came the 12 tribes that
became the nation of Israel. Hosea is reminding the people of this history that they share.
And at that point, he reminds them just who this God is that Jacob met and wrestled with
and followed after that.



Verse 5 of Hosea 12 says, °the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord is his memorial name: This
was the God who their ancestors had worshipped. This was the God who had made them
into a nation from the sons of this man Jacob. This was also the God who in order to bring
this deceiver to this place of complete submission to God had to take him away from his
family’s home in order to give him a family and make him prepared to become Israel rather
than Jacob. Drop down to verse 12 where we see this. '?Jacob fled to the land of Aram;
there Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he guarded sheep. You may remember from
Genesis that Jacob went to his Uncle Laban’s house where he worked 7 years to marry his
daughter Rachel, but then was given Leah her sister instead. So, then he worked an
additional 7 years to marry his true love Rachel. God did all that to bring Jacob to a place of
submission to him, a place where he truly recognized his God, the Lord God of Hosts. That
name, God of Hosts is a Hebrew name meaning God of the armies. God rules over a
Heavenly host that is more powerful than any army that can be raised on this earth. This
God who is all powerful and sovereign is the one who chose Jacob and this nation of Israel
to be his own chosen people. But what he did to make them into his people did not end with
Jacob. You may remember that at the end of Genesis, the main character shifts from Jacob
to his son he presumes is dead, Joseph. Joseph saves his family, including Jacob his father
and all his brothers from the famine by moving them all to Egypt. In Egypt, the nation begins
to grow. And grow it did...into thousands and possibly millions of people. Then verse 13 tells
us about the next major act God took on behalf of his people which led to them being in this
land. Hosea 12:13 says, '*By a prophet the Lord brought Israel up from Egypt, and by a
prophet he was guarded. This is of course, Moses, who led the people of Israel out of Egypt.
So God made them a nation, where there was no nation. Then God brought that nation out
of slavery and gave them land to call their own. Still that wasn’t all he did. As they continued
to grow, he kept sending messages to keep them committed to following him as their God.
Verse 10 of chapter 12 says, '°| spoke to the prophets; it was | who multiplied visions, and
through the prophets gave parables. God never forgot about them! When they were in
Egypt, God had a plan to free them. When they were growing and being led by kings, some
who were good, but many others who were ungodly, God did not leave them without his
voice.

As a result of recounting everything that God has done for them, Hosea then calls them to
return to their God, whose exact name and authority they have been reminded of. Look back
at verse 6. ®“So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait
continually for your God.” The point of everything that God had done was so they would be
in a relationship with him. Hosea frames this relationship in this term of “wait continually for
your God.” This waiting could also be finding their hope completely in God. God wants to be
everything to them. He wants them to realize that they need him for everything in their lives.
The problem is that they forgot about God, because they think they don’t need him. Look at
verse 8. ®Ephraim has said, “Ah, but | am rich; | have found wealth for myself; in all my
labors they cannot find in me iniquity or sin.” Their attitude was look at me. | have wealth
that | have created on my own. To the people of Israel, this clearly showed that they were
not bad people...they were not sinners. This sounds a lot like many people today. They say,
“How can you tell me I’'m a sinner? | don’t do bad things that are against the law or society’s
rules.” “In fact, | have a nice house, a good job, a good family and | got all those things by
my own effort.” “Why do | need God?” Can Christians do the same thing? Yes, we can!
Think about what the people were saying in a little different way. “Look at this wealth | have.
It must show that | have God’s favor and don’t have sin and am living under his blessing.”
This is the message of the prosperity gospel that has taken hold in so many churches across
this world, including some here in Japan. Putting a Christian veneer or covering on the



pursuit of wealth does not make it any less idolatry than those who claim they don’t need
God because of their wealth.

All the punishment that God has been promising to the people of Israel in this book are to
get them to remember him. And again he says what he is going to do to get their attention
here again. In this case he ties it into their history. Look at verse 9 this time of chapter 12.
°| am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; | will again make you dwell in tents, as in
the days of the appointed feast. This is referring to the feast of tabernacles or booths that
God established commemorating their escape from Egypt that God himself brought about.
The Hebrew word for this is Sukkot, and each year the Jews were supposed to live for 7
days in an outdoor booth or shelter that they would build to remember that once they were
refugees escaping from Egypt before God brought them into the promised land to build
permanent homes and cities. It was supposed to cause them to remember that they once
had nothing, and everything they had came from their God. Because of their wealth, and
their contentment with what they had and with that their forgetting of God and his law, they
no longer followed this command every year. So, God is saying, “l will force you back into
this position by taking away your homes and all the things that you value that are keeping
you from remembering and obeying me.”

Just as God moved Jacob out of his land in order to finally get him to acknowledge him fully.
Just as God moved Jacob’s family to Egypt to show them that he would be their God who
would provide for their needs. Just as God moved the expanded nation of Israel out of Egypt
to deliver them and show them that he would be their deliverer and guide to a new place of
blessing. God now says that he will remove the people of Israel out of this land to once again
cause them to remember their God. And that removal will be painful. And as we enter
chapter 13, we see that painful destruction of the things they trust in. Look at verses 2-3

2 And now they sin more and more, and make for themselves metal images, idols skillfully
made of their silver, all of them the work of craftsmen. It is said of them, “Those who offer
human sacrifice kiss calves!” ° Therefore they shall be like the morning mist or like the dew
that goes early away, like the chaff that swirls from the threshing floor or like smoke from a
window. Their idol worship was so bad that it had even involved human sacrifice of some
sort. God would destroy them and their idols for their rejection and leave them with nothing.
Their great cities and wealth and power that they think will go on forever will be like the
morning dew that disappears or a puff of smoke. Then dropping down to verse 11 of
chapter 13, he says of the king. ' | gave you a king in my anger, and | took him away in my
wrath. God would remove not only their idols, but their leadership, and leave them homeless,
cityless, and leaderless. The same as they were in Egypt and before coming into the
promised land. Why is all this happening? So that they will recognize again that this is the
same God that caused their history to happen that led them into this land. Verse 4 says,
*But | am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but me, and besides
me there is no savior. God has already reminded them of what his name is, and of who he is
who made them into a people. Remember chapter 12:5 °the Lord, the God of hosts, the
Lord is his memorial name: This loving God who faithfully prospered these people, now
wanted to get their attention. They had become unfaithful, and while they knew their
history, they had forgotten their God that caused that history. He wanted to save them
before it was too late. The last verse we will look at here in chapter 13 shows us the extent
of God’s love, and the high stakes for them should they fail to remember their God. Hosea
13:14 says, '*1 shall ransom them from the power of Sheol; | shall redeem them from Death.
O Death, where are your plagues? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion is hidden from
my eyes. This promise is sandwiched between more prophesy of horrible things that will
happen to them for their sin. But God’s whole purpose of trying to remind them of who he is



and what he has done for them is so that he can save them from an even greater
destruction that is coming. That destruction is eternal death in a place that the Old
Testament here refers to as Sheol, later coming to be known as hell. God demonstrated
through history that he redeemed sinful Jacob, that he redeemed Israel from Egyptian
slavery, and now if they will return to him, he can and will provide ultimate redemption from
the curse of death itself that is on everyone because of the first human, Adam’s, sin.
Romans 5:12 tells us this. 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man
[Adam], and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— Now,
we know that we all physically die, but the death being talked about here is a spiritual death
in hell. Hell is described as a place of torment, a place of eternal conscious torment to pay
for the sin that we have committed against God. Jesus talks about a man who experiences
hell in Luke 16:23. It says, 23 and in Hades [or hell], being in torment... Everything that God
has described that will happen to these people because they have forgotten their God is just
the beginning of the suffering they will experience in eternity. God wants to save them from
that eternal end by causing them to remember and return to him. And verse 14 points us
again to the way that God will provide ultimate salvation for his people then and us now.
1Corinthians 15:55-57 partially quotes Hosea 13:14 and says, “O death, where is your
victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ is the solution to death. With Jesus Christ, death is not the portal to eternal
punishment, eternal death, but the beginning of eternal life. Where sin has no power, and we
will faithfully love and serve the one who Created us. And where our Creator, our Heavenly
Father will demonstrate to us in inconceivable ways for eternity just how much he loves us
and wants to bless us. Not because we deserve it, but because as Hosea 13:4 says, But |
am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but me, and besides me
there is no savior. God provides the Savior, God himself, Jesus Christ who died on a cross
to free us from our sin and curse of death and restore us to the God that we have forgotten
about. So, back to where | began, how can those who claim to serve God end up rejecting
him? They forget their God by failing to see how he worked in the past. But God is pursuing
those who have forgotten him by offering salvation by his grace through his son, Jesus
Christ. Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, so you can confidently
face both life and death with the words of Hosea 13:14, O Death, where are your plagues?
O Sheol, where is your sting? It is his death and resurrection we remember each time we
share in the Lord’s Supper. And if you have accepted Jesus Christ and been obedient to him
in baptism, then | invite you to join us in this meal today. If you have not accepted Jesus
Christ, then | would ask you not to participate. And for parents, you teach your children the
importance of this sacrament by not letting them participate if they are not ready. After |
pray the elements will be served by the Deacons from the 4 corners of the sanctuary. And
then we will eat and drink together. Let’s pray.




