BEADE (htEr8d14:1-9)
AKBTHRETZEHNSDXYE—I(FRDODICEDET, COFBEEDEDDP T, BEFESBRET7ZE
LTARSITILDRICEE>TVWET, BIEIRSZRODIHNSHEOE L, BSDFEEIHEHL., KSZR
EUTRIEESNIEHTHDSBBICIERD LS. BZH>TARASIILORZR NK U, D
Z22BULT, B3, cBE%Z. ZOFBES(CHENMDDOSITRSZEZBECEBVROIB(CHLIKREL
T, Fle. 1ASIIDRZ, ZOXRICHUTRBEILITEZE LT, BMOWTEFR U, E5C. 2D
Z(CE, FEEBERET7EED. BOBRICHHOTEHEEZILIZIXILEREBL, TBEHNSEVLWRLE
EVWSIHEDFICKDT, ESICE2ED EHBDEBEOENMENMTWVNBIDTY, RB(E, "Ee7E 14
BEWSZOEDKRDOLOT, REPHIBOZOBCTHUTARSIILOARICIHETZZEERDT
WBRZEBTWEXT, COREPOERDPIC, AEBEEXEBERANDOBZRBDCENTEXT,

MEPHREDESZRD B HHSHEAMMEOELLD, 1 RS5TILK, HELO®, EICIIER
Noe BERIEFBEBDDAREICDETVNEDE, TS 1 RASTILORNZDETZEZPH. BMDEHEIC
BBESICEVWSKEFPOREBOIFEONITZRBZENTEXT, COBEDDPT. MEPEFERSICE
FADEZESURULTVWEEXT, COIBHDEENS, MEFPEOINETDIIBETEF>END ERE
NEBSDROAZESEZBRT I ENTHREL >TVRZ EADPHD XS, BHDREK,. DFD
FEVWSTDIDDEER. 1RSIIOREFITEL, EECHLTHEEIISNEZHDEDT
T 1RASTIDREBUKSIC, #5558, TTITHEELTVRDEBOENTHBDTY, @
FARSTILEVWSEEEMSELE L L, SfebbihitanE Uiz, AIHEE 182761 T, 7 M(EA
ZBEOHNBE LTRSS N, BONBEE UTAZEREL, BELlCHSERMESNE, &
EHMNTVET, IcHERBBOEERRUERERZCAESNE LY., BHDOARTPILNTEE
PBULIEEE, IBEE, £ENEBHSICLUTRER o, RBORECEESTLEVWE L, 35
51E58TlE. CORFOREZ, ° SELLE, FAFRHIEBE L TEENEHZEE LT B
IWESHEDELE, EXRRNTVEY, IWEERRFEORECHBEFTTHRL., BENICEELRESH
WEKSISBIRT D HEBLVDTI, KoTHRHESE. BROREICH BT &(CHLTEHHNSHERER
EZZ(FBREF TR, EENBREULEITRIRICH UL THEN SBERYREZ(FEDTY, O—V
ADFHE 3FZ2360(C(F. P INTOAEREZEILLT, BORAEZ(FDIENTEI, EHOE
T, DEQRUD2EFRIMEPEEEEZTHD., CTHEOBBZOXYE—I[FBE>TLNBIDTT, A
Fe5HOENTDEEDYED—LTHD. FOEZCEZAENTVWBIDTY, FEEDHEEHN., BB
BPZDBRHISENBZERFTER A, FORE., FORBRIE. COREFPECHE>ENDES
ENTWVWBKSIC, @l BEEZIBTIEARSITILORRELRRIC, IEHAEHGSIZS5ZDEHN
BEINTLWBRDTT,

LA UL, BEBEFRBVWAISETHD., BEDYEEL. RittEhEEEZETRDOTEEVWREA, BES

e BSAIE, FCTEERZATUXSZEDBTEED, /5. BSAIICE, FICESEHLHD. K=
[CZFDSCEHELDCEICRBRDEWVWSRIEBATEWVWTWEEEZZLWDTY, YIILIDEEE 95484
TlE. P HIANF TR, BSEESSSUBNIREBZELNBL, KEBEZBTENBDOFRA. &2
MMTWET, ULH U, BBDOMERFESIDFTRODO>TIEIVERTA. BEMZEEREL. ZTDHE
MO FEICELEZDESEICRo7=@E, FATEEDBRADEBMBATCLIEIVWE L, FDBIZZD
B(CWHNTWVWBEDTY, 2EHNS3IFERBTVEFE L&D, 2 Hhafch e & EERAEL. EIC
IBERN, FICEZR, INTOREZEZMLU. REDDZZ(IFANTLIEESL, HEBEEEDORESR
TEFET, P PYIVUPRINEEERZIT A, INEBEHOIFICEST, BHREEDFTESL
YT TRAeBDy EEVWEBA. ARUSHHEONENDDIE. HRBRTEICED>TTI,y 22Tl
BREANORVDO—STHIEBVHLOHIBRSNTWET, BRIE. BTBVLROEBUDVTVE

I, BLEDHIE. MWEHTZSITIEDOEMER UK BOBYMTH D EREFIC, FAEENEATH
BEEBRUEKICEZSNZGESTHEHDET, FREOEE11E18HIC(EiEL IO BDEBY
THIDEENMNTVET, ® ARBEINEBWTERERUZ, LT MZFNTEBIE. LWOSICEDE
WO ZEERRAICHERESZICHR27T=DTE) EE-5T. BEFDHEIEZZ. ZUT. ¥91DEBZE 4
B17813BLLODBRTHDERRTNET, ' COEFH ST TRIIEHERB L. MBI
=L\, ROBEEIEDWENS) EEhnic, MEPHZDEBVEODHFODDPTRLTVNIDI(E,
BEOBVRODETY, BLKRDHICE>T—OBICEERC L, BPEREETYT, htrE e



FZEABL-) EE2T. AiDZEWBOHTWVNKY, X9 BULROHHKILT BD/HICE. FATeBEH S
ANBZEIRINERBRSBVDTY, IEEMBERSETULER>TZDTY, ABERFEICTHULTE
EEILPLTUXR 720D S, FAEBENBVRODEEEZ S > TRDINEBFEREELDTY, BL\K
DICE>TDBEICEERI L. BODFEZEROHBDZETY, ®SIE TINTOAREZML) TL
EEVWERBDESICEPNTVET, ZULT, BREULEFETERL., BONERICIEUEREZZT
TWBADTY, KoFERNIC, #ZiBieL. ZERLIEDOHIZEINZELTVWERYT, 7y UP%ZE
FBLiZZE, BEDEPESHZERBLEZE, BED TREED®y LABR>THALBRZERL
feCE. NSO EZEINZEULTWVWEXRTD, BULEDHICE>T=DBICEERC X, FORILSEEN
3Z&, BT DERDTY, CNlE. 1 RSITILORNCOHFDDPTIT>TVWBZETYI, K
SENEUEFEZINUELRSRWNE LT, ELTVRT, BLIOHICE>TEDBICEERC
(E. BICILBRDZETY, ®SE. ARULISHBONENDDE. HRBEICKOTTI, EWLWSE
ETHOBNAZERELTVEXT, 1RSITILORE. BRTEENEBMUIEZEEROTVWET, &
53, BREEHARZEEBIEL. MEBEOLSICHRO>TUEX > EERBH L. ZOBFZREEBET IH—
DFEEBOBENATH D EEZBRLTVWBDTY, 1 RASITIILDOREBENTEEDFEERT &N
TEI, £, #HBNEEERIREOE>TLWRWLWZ EHENN>TLWE UL, N5, BSICT
TR EF. BOBNAZEREI DI ELITFTE2/ZDTT,

B RIBLWKHOZETDEEIC. RENTHDRASEBTPOTRWNMED DBV ET DEHNH D
9, COKSHIBLIDISFSHTRENTH D, FRTISHIFHNHDFTI, ZDKSKIEL
HH(E. ROBREZBVNVTVWBDTH>T. FZDHDEBLNTVBDTERLVDTIT, CDEKSK
BULED(E, IBLROTIERL, BFZFDHDZEESHEICKEO>TVWBIDTY, BERS5, HUIAES
DREILUEHER. U< EFEBHTHNIEE, MSNBICETDEMEEBENEZTVNIHNS T,
CNEEDBVROEFERTDEHEDTY, FAEENEBLRHEEZZEE, ZNHEDIEBLIKOHT
HBIDESHEENDDBIEHIC. RICE(FBA4DDEREIT D ENKYITYT, —DBDOERIE. F
DBLEOHBICEWNTWVNZDH, FAICEWNTNBIDON, ZRS5ZETY, 52 51E460(C(E. * FA
(BRI BRI=DRICREHDETT, WIHBEOBICETHDIZIEETVWELRE, TIHS
HIRENEETDEE HRLIEFELLESRBFLKEE HREFBEL<HSNXT, EEHNTUVWET, ZD
BOEBRE. FDBWLIOHN., BAFEEILLECEDELAICKIDEDRON. FSHBRBIBICEKD
TOESHENTVBDHAZERS T ETY, EZIUY RAANDOFETEI0HICIE. " BOHZ T
BRI LML, BIBORL, BMWCERBLNRDZELCSEXITH, HOELHAEREHES
LEd, EMMRSNTWVWET, =DBDERIE. ZDBLIODFADDLEZZ DD, TNEHNE
NRITENE (3 EZEZ=DONERS T ETT, FHES1ZB108ICF. °BK FACETIVDEEDIEZN
BWEZE ADSBICFHLL UTLEE L, EEHNMNTWVWIEDTY, TUTREDOUDBEDEM™ (.
FEOSEHDMEXAZIMDRVWTLKEZT DM IRICHFLTVNBIHNESHZERBS ZETY, T hRAD
FHE2Z1361- 148X IENMMNTVET, “RBICHEILEH, Iah5E. KW TH DI
S508VETHDIAIIR - FURRD, #AHDIBENEFELEOLSCHZITVLWET, “FURK
(. FATEBZIRTORENSEVNE L. RLWHDECEHORBUVDRZSBHDODHDELTELH S
=&, Fhfes0iedlccan=miF5snizn T,

HEUARSITILDEDNCDHD ZH>TLWEDR S, BENERT DEDBLROERLIEZ EICK
S2ETL &S, e, BIBRSOBEEFL. BREEHEOUSASNIETLLS, ¥ ThiULEES
DEEZEPL. EOZH>TRSEZRT D, DIEUDROHIBSHSENE TS, ChHE
DML TY, £le. BEHNSDELTEHDFRT, BSCHIT @O0 (EIBHNED., BIFIELHE
KBESICBEEZSNFTE U, CCT. BEIALIIZOBDEROHNEENED., EEHNNTVDRECS
(SEBRZE[IFTWELEELEVDTY, FAEBEIHEINZIDIE, BICRTEEIIBLIXODEEZ RN/
DS TR, HEHODFAEEDRHO D [CHDRD, ZDRICHTIHDRDER(FIEHTINEEHS
BDTY, TNEBHE. FURMKTRIIEVEYT, F—I/\ROFH2EZ1~28i. 'FADOFEHE

5, IWDWINESDC EXEZEZTEDIDE. BRIEDNTEHAREILREIRBRVWELSICRDBEHTT, LHL. B
LEENDDREILR LIRS, FA7EB(ICE. HRDEITEDRUTLKEZSA. BRDIITIR-FUR
AABSNET, ° TOAHZZ. FAEBEDFRDZHD, WO, FATEEDRLFTLL . H2EDRED
HDEDDEEFY T, 41 TANTFERTRBNIEES, BEZORDEAIRADLISENNFL



oo EHS. REBEMBLROHBICIIERD EE, FAEEDFROMENT TICZIhbNTWS, I
HE, NEBEDRDODICA IRDEEZ (T TLES 27EVWSBEICEDWVT, BIFFAEEZRULT
KFEEBDTY, SB. COBEHEWSEEZBVEDNSBVWADNKBNET, COALSBE, @H
ALIRCEBDZTVNVEEWVWSEEEZRBVEC UIEK<BULDTY, ULHMHrLEZ[Z, REFELNARITINE
BRERL, ZUT BORDFFEICAITFTSNTUVNBREHEELTWVWEY, 1 TRIIFEORBEZEFZED
EOICI>TLIEZT 27 EVWSEIFTRL, BORDDEHHEATR(FTLEET DT, 1IR
(X, CBEDDTFLRDOLETOIRICE ST, BHERD, BICWITIHANEZNRDIEE T TEHDEE
o CNBSIFEESHEETIN., FNULDZEEZINFTE U, T TRIEZFDIICH VT, L&
OJREICT BTDICFAEBICIRTESZTLEE 272D TY, INITF. FAELRBREY TH DI
5(CHTREDELRDTY, I/\ROBSE 3FZ16HCIE. *#BE. T, ZOVEDFERBEZIC
BolFEICHEEINTE, TNEEFZEUIEN. —AELVTRUTBRZERL, KEDLDEE
BFOlEOTHD, EENNTULETD,

AIROEICEDT, FfeBlE, AEETEDOBFRELET BRI ENTERKLSICHR>TEDTI, 2D
BT, BOMBICE>TARASTILORMNBOEFIICR>TE/C &, HEDBEFENTES N
CEDDEULSERDIENTEET, 5-7THIEFRATNERLL S, *OiEUIFAI RS I)IcE-T
BDESICHZ, BIEDDODDKSICEEE, LN/ VEDELSICREES, ¢ ZOBRKIEPV. 20
BEGAV—"TORDELSIC. ZFOBEDELIN/ VEDESICHS, " ZORICEAEDDHDESIE. ]
MDESICEZERD., BESDARDES [CHEEZZL, FDORBEEFLIN/ VORESBEDLSICHED,

BN EFINEBHSDROIREN S, BETEDEREEZLRETDIEE (TROLERDODEIF D
ENTEBLSCHRBEE), ZOBENEDKSBEDTHENE, CORYFIREBCESZITVE
¥, T TR BEEBEOLSTHRERREINTVWET, 1 RSTILEEDOZWNMIZETIN, D
SSBEVMIE THHICEBENRLUS EBRBZESZTKNBZDTY, BEFEZEDPTHORED L
ZLELTULIRULIBBLWSNTWEY, At 278288 2R T &V, P BB EZICKDEE
HIDIEK, ENEBEIEFTLVWRESBEBESZTLLEEBRLSIC, ERRENTVET, BHPDAT
(FR<, BOAHICLST, FHSOMVERBRUIALR L, BEDTEDLSIC. BHENEDIFICER
SNEELSZERRICRIELSICHRBIDTY, LEFERLAMEIZ27E(ICRD & RtAEDE;,

BEIR =B EBNICBETESNEERRSNTWVET, SEIE. FAEEDOPCHDEBDEZE=EED
(FTUXRWVWKRULED, BWNEFAZEDDPICHIDBDULEZLCOETZIDTY, LUNZFDIEDE
LEZEZBRITBEDIESNIELSC, IEEHEETDORNEZRT BEHIESNZDTY, FA
e5@F. AR - FURREBBLTENEZTSDTI,

ZUTREBE. LN YORRKDESICELWHECIRET Z E(CXK>TDH, FfeBhERESN
D, AROZRICHRBIZENTEBNDTY, ZOHEEF. 1TR - FURRZDABDTY,
DIRE. BOT T, FAEBRIERE. SN EESNEBHNOIEOICREBRETEEZES TR E
NTEBDTI, &TC. TITELVELD(EF, BEDBREENTEITNIE. AELRECHDIENS
CETREHBDXEA,. BEDERENBDESINTEASEVNDST, ICICAETRICH, BEEITED
CENTEBEVWSBEKTREHD TR, BECIEBEABHDXT, L& (F. BLEFEINTLNS
HREDBETHD., JURFrYOERRIBENTHZZEBRLLIKARDET, BbE (&, @S
MEL. FURRDBRICHEET B ERBDTY, EUEDEREANDFHKIE1280(F. BbicBW\T
BRICEETREVWSTENEDESBHEDTHINERESHICLTWET, ? FAld. T TICELD
THHRL, TTICRRBLCEINTVBRDTHEHDEF A, EEESZESELTERLTVWRDTT,

ZLUT, #nNEB3LESCE. FURK - A IZRDERSZITLEE =D TY, FHSEONT
EBORMEDREEZRIBSE, (TTCHBIN. £LEL, ERVIBIONMELLERVET, T
1L - TS5—F Iz, BhE. B%. BFE. flF. DEZESCSEDEBEDHFIEE L TRIELUXL
Too RHBBELE. BER. U\, @EEVS4ADDERIFIT. ILHLERIFIRET, BZEZEZTCULES

E. O EDPTENTESNZEVWSBEANSBEERSLTULES T EICHB>TUERVETD,

KRICHELSAEEDTREROEZRERT DRI CTHO>TCH. AEDPICHIEIHNTLIEET>TLBRD
TY, DD, TO TFTICHZH. LRV, RECEVT, BEIEE5EHLLL, 1R - F
U NZERBZIE5Z2BLT, EEZRDECHREEZHFUK LTLEES>TLBDTY, FAFZEH
REE. AP, BRCHE@a< EE—RICE>TITLDE. KREFP14B0O6ETESNTVNS LN/ Y



DESBED) THOH. TNREFEANICEAIR - FURRDEDDZ EBDTI, 1 TRHEDON
B&S(C, EBEREDHKTHD. AEDHSHDIBEBICA TRDOKXZEHNEDZEHNTEDDT
ED

TlE. ESTNETOESBIENTEBRIDTLLIN? ZNENITLE[BELRIETREHOEE

ho FAEBEDFKZEDEIEEVWSHFEEZBDRHIICLENS, EDKSICBRTEEMEDEZSNTL

3. RIFFSNTVDHBRZEETOWKARERDTLLOIN? INIE. WEBEDAECH(F2HDEH
DHECEIDHNWERUZERBDTY, FEEHNBRICTZEDBVNEDE, FAEBEDENICELD
HDTIEHDFBA. TNERUKSIC. FATEBENBAEDZEZSN TV RIFDBERED. COHR
TXURMDHEDDPICEETZ LD, EEBEFDENICLDZBDOTRBVDTY, RUIHSREE
T, INTEFBOEMIDFATEEDAECEHNTVWBIHNSHBOTY, SEERTLEEW, °TI7517A
Ko DIELVEBKREDREIC. ESVWSEALOLH DD, DIEUHILA. DIz UHEEET D, el
FIRDEHADARDE S, BIeUhS, BREFEEEBDIDE ) INBIRTIE, 1RSIILOR
E.SBDOOVRF P YDOBEEECH FZRBOEEDDZBRDTY, @BTZFH, BN IBLKD
32EE MUEEZTLKIEESRATHD., EBMME>TULWEBRIECDEISHBHMLEEZ T NB I E
[FHDFEBA, BCEFN. £(FDARTHD., AEBELNZFDOKRICDEBNDEE, AEBEOPICHREEN
K&, ABDALDNMIR - FURMDKERDZENTEDIDTY, B BICETIHD
ZOHIFTO>TCLEEAN, BEFBLROEEMEVWSEMZESZ. A5 E2HUL. MUEEDZSH S
TIHATLIEESBDTY, INTIE, FAeBZEELTLKEES 2T AZBALERHERBRALR (T

3. BOHWELBEDPZIRD T,

ZUT, ME7E20REE. AEELIEE. XvE—IERZIDEZCHRSINEER. Hakld
(CDESBHOB(CTHULT) EOKSECHAFTIN? ) EVWSBRETKRD>TWET, 98T, °
HWEHDEE>END ., ZODAEINESDZEZIBN, BODHDEEF N, ZOAFIENSDIE
HES&<HN, EDEEIFSE, ELLWER>INZESH, BB RINCDERTL, EEMTULE
I, IEBENCDBEEDPTHRRB UL EIC, BSARBEDKSITHRELEIN?FAESE. B89
feEh, BIEECHUCEEZDRZILURIFITERCEERTEZX U, £, B&EEIZ. FAEBD
FODZIC, AEBICHUTRD, ZORESITDEENREINTWVET, ULH U, BIEFCHE.
CDESICEEDRZEIL UG ITIZDRZE LK. EBEZRHSKNE L. BRENEBDHBANE ZE
NERITEHICHEBRZEZMATHRIDZED, AEBEBICULTEXR U, FUTHEEIC, FHE
ETIEBD>TVBREAMNIR - FURMEVLWSKWENBNDZ EICK>T. HHLZFDEBVVES
ZATLKEEBEVNWSCEZE, MEPETHOALRBHRULTIKES>TVWEXYT, CCEXTHATEEZED
5. FURMDIEEDOBRBEICT T RDEATHDC ELZBRELTWELEFETULLSD ?BSAR.
BEICKHA. T1IR - FURMHSANEZBIRITDZDDOTULON?ENEDH, 1R - FURD
B C K >TESNIEBOTNRDEERELT. YV ECOHDIECR VST, BEERS Ui
BDANEZBIRTDDOTULLON?AMIR - FURMIHBZOBELLBDTY, 1R - FURAKI,
HIRTEDEHICHDORDEZ(FTLLIES2EDTY, EHS, HREHNSH. BLRDHDE. HR
HERDEBVETELTESNDMBICK DT, HIEEEFHEINDIDTT, inFEL &S,



The Path to Redemption Hosea 14:1-9

Today we are at the end of the book of Hosea. In this prophetic book God has spoken
through the prophet Hosea to the people of Israel. He has called them out and
condemned their sin, but pleaded with them out of his love to return to himself as their
God who created them as a people. Throughout this book we have seen the people of
Israel pictured as an adulterous wife to God their loving husband who faithfully pursues
them in spite of their sinfulness. This prophecy was pictured for them by the real life
illustration from the prophet Hosea himself, as he followed God’s instructions to marry
and then purchase back from prostitution his adulterous wife Gomer. Now as we come
to Hosea 14 and the end of this book, we see the path to redemption in the response
that Hosea is calling the people of Israel to have to this message.

Let’s begin reading at verse 1 as Hosea begins his final words of prophecy. Return, O
Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity. This is
Hosea’s final call for the people of Israel to leave their adultery and return to their God.
He will give them a path to that redemption as the chapter unfolds. But assumed in
these words are everything that has been spelled out in the first 13 chapters where the
extent of their sin has been explained in with great detail. These two words “your
iniquity,” or sin, should stick out to us, because they describe all of us. Like Israel, our
very existence is because of God himself. He created the nation of Israel and he created
us. Genesis 1:27 says, So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them. We were perfectly created to reflect
God’s image, but when the first human Adam sinned, we all fell from that perfection into
a state of original sin from birth. Psalm 51:5 describes that condition when it says,
Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Not only
do we have original sin, but that makes us incapable of not actively choosing to sin as
well, and so we are guilty of original sin and ongoing sin that have committed. Romans
3:23 says, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God... This is where the
full message of the gospel begins as the first two chapters to that gospel are Creation
and Fall. Everyone of us is a part of that story, and have been caught in that fall. None
of us can escape the fall or the consequences of that fall. Those consequences of that
iniquity, that sin, have also been spelled out clearly in this book of Hosea as God has
promised punishment over and over to those unfaithful people of Israel who had left
their creator.

But the gospel is good news, and it does not stop after Creation and Fall. Now, you can
end your story there. Your sin has consequences, and you will suffer those
consequences for eternity. Mark 9:48 describes that eternal suffering as a place,
48‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.” But your story does not
have to end there, because the gospel does not end there. The same God who created
and watched his creation fall into sin, also provided a path to redemption. And we see
that path as this chapter continues. Look at verses 2-3. 2 Take with you words and
return to the Lord; say to him, “Take away all iniquity; accept what is good, and we will
pay with bulls the vows of our lips. 3 Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on
horses; and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’to the work of our hands. In you the orphan
finds mercy.” This is the first step on the road to redemption, Repentance. Redemption
or salvation from sin is always connected to repentance. It is both a gift of God like our
faith that brings salvation and a command that we are given to do in response to our
understanding that we are sinners. Acts 11:18 shows repentance as a gift. 18 When



they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the
Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” And Matthew 4:17 shows
us that Jesus calls us to repent as a command. 17 From that time Jesus began to
preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” What Hosea shows us
here in this prayer of repentance he is calling the people of Israel to offer is a picture of
real repentance. The first aspect we see of repentance here is that it involves clear
words. “Take with you words...” is the way he begins. Repentance has to be
voiced...from us to God. He is the one we have offended. He is the one we have
committed adultery on, so it is he, the Lord, whom we return to with words of
repentance. Repentance secondly involves a recognition of our sin. They are told to
pray, “take away all iniquity.” And they don’t just leave it at a generic sin, they list
specific sins they are guilty of. They specifically list off what they are rejecting. Trusting
Assyria... trusting in their horses, their military strength... the idols, that they falsely
called “our god”. Third, repentance is turning away from those sins. This is what the
people of Israel would be doing in this prayer. They are rejecting those sins they are
listing off. And fourth, they are turning to God. They plead for God’s mercy with the
words, In you the orphan finds mercy. These words recognize who they failed. They
recognize that they were rejecting their Father and making themselves like orphans, and
the only way to remedy that relationship was God’s mercy. They could not forgive
themselves and were not owed forgiveness. All they could do was plead God’s mercy.

There is a false repentance that is religious but not gospel centered. It is actually selfish
and self-righteous, and even bitter. It is being sorry for the consequences of our sin, but
not the sin itself. It becomes a way of atoning for the sin itself because we think if we
are truly miserable over our sin, like we cry over it, then we deserve to be forgiven. This
is the opposite of true repentance. When we consider repentance, there are 4 questions
we should ask to see if it is true repentance. One, is it oriented toward God, or me?
Psalm 51:4 says, Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your
sight... Two, is it motivated by Godly sorrow or selfish regret? 2Corinthians 7:10 says,
10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret,
whereas worldly grief produces death. Three, did it change my heart, or just external
actions? Psalm 51:10 says, Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. And lastly, fourth, am | looking to Jesus to remove both the penalty and
power of sin. We see this in Titus 2:13-14 says, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself
for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own
possession who are zealous for good works.

The people of Israel, if they prayed this prayer, would be demonstrating true repentance
that met the Biblical definition of Godly repentance, and God would respond with
redemption shown by forgiveness. Verse 4 says, | will heal their apostasy; | will love
them freely, for my anger has turned from them. This is true forgiveness. There is
healing from sin. There is love freely given, because God’s anger against them has been
turned away. This expression of turning away God’s wrath is important. We are not
forgiven simply based on words of repentance we express, but because someone else
took God’s wrath, his anger against that sin for us. That is called propitiation. 1John
2:1-2 says 2 My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the



whole world. When Jesus died on the cross, God poured his wrath out on him, so that
when we turn to God in repentance, we can be forgiven based on the fact that our debt
has already been paid and our punishment already taken on our behalf. There are many
today that don’t like to use this term propitiation, because they don’t want to assign the
idea of God pouring out his wrath on Jesus. But the Bible is clear that sin has to be paid
for and that God’s anger is directed against sin. Jesus provided not only the payment
for sin, but willingly accepted the punishment of God’s wrath as well. In his death, Jesus
did not just provide an example of sacrifice or triumph as victor over evil. These are
both true, but he did so much more. He provided everything for us in his death to make
salvation possible. This is true love for us, his unfaithful creation. As John 3:16 tells us,
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.

Because of Jesus’s death, restoration with our creator is possible, because forgiveness
can be extended. As this passage continues, we see the beauty of restoration that takes
place as God’s hand of blessing is now back on the people of Israel. Read verses 5-7. °|
will be like the dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily; he shall take root like the
trees of Lebanon; °his shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and his
fragrance like Lebanon. " They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow; they shall
flourish like the grain; they shall blossom like the vine; their fame shall be like the wine of
Lebanon. When we are are restored to a place of fellowship with our Creator from the
state of sin that we are born in, these verses beautifully capture what that relationship
looks like. God is like dew in the morning. Remember that the area of Israel is lots of
desert land, but in the mornings even in a hot area, the dew provides cooling and
refreshment. Dew is used in Scripture as a sign of God’s blessing. Look at Genesis
27:28 May God give you of the dew of heaven and of the fatness of the earth and
plenty of grain and wine. Under God’s blessing and not under their own strength, the
people of Israel and those who have experienced God’s salvation from sin will be like a
flower that fully blooms and completely shows the beauty that the flower was intended
to show. Going back to Genesis 1:27 which we looked at earlier, at creation, God
created us in his image. Sin has marred the image of God in us, but salvation allows for
the full restoration of that image in us. Just like the lily was created to show off the
beauty of its flower, we were created to display the glory of our Creator. We do that
through Jesus Christ.

And we truly become all that we were created to be only by being rooted in the in the
right soil like the trees of Lebanon. That soil is Jesus Christ. And under his protection,
his shadow, we flourish, we blossom and fully live our for the purpose we were created
for. Now this blessing does not mean that life is perfect when our relationship with God
is restored. It doesn’t mean that we naturally and immediately please him with
everything that we do. There is a process of growth. The illustration of plants is the best
way to view the Christian life, because salvation is a process of growth and what we call
sanctification. Sanctification is growing in holiness and Christlikeness. Philippians 3:12
shows us this aspect of progressively growing in sanctification. Philippians 3:12 says, 12
Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. It is this aspect of living in a period of
“already, but not yet” that defines our current experience of being saved from our sin.
Tim Keller described it as being the 4™ chapter in a 5 chapter gospel that includes
Creation, Fall, Redemption, Renewal, and Restoration. By thinking about the gospel in



terms of only 4 chapters, Creation, Fall, Redemption and Restoration, we lose focus on
the fact that God is currently working in us and through us even before we fully
experience the complete restoration of God’s image in us that will come in eternity. So in
this already, but not yet, state, God is renewing us and renewing the world around us
through those of us who know Jesus Christ. When we go into our homes, our
neighborhoods, our workplaces, that “fragrance like Lebanon” that verse 6 of Hosea 14
speaks about is the fragrance of Jesus Christ. As Jesus says, we are the light of the
world, shining his light into every area of our lives.

How do we do this? It is not always easy. How do we live our lives in this renewal period
while living with the hope of our eternal restoration before us? It is the same as our
salvation, by God’s work of grace in our lives. Our path to redemption is not by any
effort of our own, and the work of renewal in our lives and living the light of Christ in the
world around us is not by our own effort. All of it, start to finish, is God’s grace at work
in our lives. Look at verse 8 here in Hosea 14. °O Ephraim, what have | to do with idols?
It is | who answer and look after you. | am like an evergreen cypress; from me comes
your fruit. All of this is God’s work in the national life of the people of Israel and in the
lives of followers of Christ today. God is the one who answers our repentance with
forgiveness, not the idols that the people had been following. God is the one who is the
living tree that when we are connected to, we bear the fruit of righteousness and good
works that allow people around us to see the light of Jesus Christ. We bring nothing of
ourselves to offer God, but he saves us by giving us the gift of repentance and faith and
responds with forgiveness and fruitfulness. All this is because of his faithful love for
unfaithful people who have rejected the one who created us.

And the book of Hosea ends where we should end every week by essentially asking the
question, “How will you respond?” Verse 9 says, ° Whoever is wise, let him understand
these things; whoever is discerning, let him know them; for the ways of the Lord are
right, and the upright walk in them, but transgressors stumble in them. How will you
respond to what we have discovered in this book of prophecy. We have seen that our
natural state is one of sinful adultery against our Creator. We have seen that he
promises to punish that sin by directing his wrath against us because of our sin. But we
have also seen over and over that he continues to love his rebellious people and to do
whatever is necessary to bring us back from sin and to a place of redemption and
blessing. Finally, we have seen several different illustrations in this book pointing us to
the way that God would provide that redemption through a coming Savior, who we know
from the New Testament is our Lord Jesus Christ. Will you discern and understand that
Christ is the answer from what we have read? Will you respond to the gospel and follow
his ways which is to follow Jesus Christ? Or will you reject and push aside the gospel to
continue to follow the lies of Satan and this world that offer so many competing ideas to
keep us from returning to our Creator based on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. He is your
propitiation... He took God’s wrath for you. So that when you repent, you can be
forgiven by God, who loves you with an unfailing love. Let’s pray.



