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Mark Overview Sermon: Following Jesus

Today we are starting the book of Mark. We will be in this book for roughly a year and a half
with some breaks and end at Easter 2025. The book of Mark holds a unique place in the
gospels, which consist of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. It is the shortest of the gospels,
and is written by a man who was not one of the first apostles or disciples of Jesus Christ. It
is called a synoptic gospel which consists of Matthew, Mark and Luke because they are so
much alike and contain much of the same material. John is a very different book and
contains a lot of material not contained in the synoptic gospels. The arguments over which
gospel was written first and was used as a basis for the other ones is the only reason we
really separate the 4 gospels in this way. From my perspective and for the purposes of
studying the book, | would simply say that the argument over which is first is not important
if you accept all of them as the Word of God and fully inspired or breathed out by the Holy
Spirit. As 2Timothy 3:16 says, 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness... The current
academic view is that Mark was written first and then Matthew and Luke relied on his
manuscript to write Matthew and Luke. But this seems to deny that the historical fact that
Matthew is a first hand witness to Christ as an apostle himself. Either way, there are many
other good reasons to accept the ancient and traditional view that Matthew was written
first not Mark, but more importantly to not get sucked into pointless arguments around
which gospel is first.

The writer while not stated in the text has from the very earliest account of church history
been stated to be John Mark. The first reference we have to this is around 130AD a man
named Papias, the bishop or pastor of Hierapolis, put into his writing that someone he
referred to as “the elder” who was either one of the 12 apostles or an immediate disciple of
one of the apostles had personally described to him how Mark had written the gospel. This
will be important later as well. We first meet Mark in Acts 12. Acts 12 tells us about the
imprisonment of the apostle Peter, and how an angel intervened and freed him from prison.
Peter leaves the prison and goes back into the city and when he realized what the angel had
done for him Acts 12:12 says, 12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the
mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were
praying. So, apparently, Mark or John Mark as he is often called grew up in a house where
his parents were believers, and even hosted church gatherings or held worship services in
their home. Early in his life as a young man, it seems that Mark traveled on mission trips
with the apostle Paul and Barnabas. Acts 12:25 says, And Barnabas and Saul returned from
Jerusalem when they had completed their service, bringing with them John, whose other
name was Mark. But it seems like at some point, Mark’s youthfulness may have kept him
from completing that mission. Because, when we see him next time, it is in Acts 15: 36-40.
36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brothers in every
city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 37 Now Barnabas
wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them
one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the

work. 39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each

other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus,40 but Paul chose Silas and
departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. But after this
fall from Paul’s favor, it is clear that Mark becomes one of the most faithful of the original
followers of Jesus, and Paul asks for him or mentions him by name several other times.
Colossians 4:10 says, “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of
Barnabas...” This may explain why Barnabas stuck by him as family when Paul rejected his
accompanying them. Then in 2Timothy 4:11, Paul tells Timothy, “...Get Mark and bring him
with you, for he is very useful to me in ministry.” So Paul wants to be involved in ministry



with him. Finally in Philemon 24 he is mentioned in sending greetings to Philemon in verse
24. ...and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. Finally, one mention
of Mark from the apostle Peter in 1Peter 5:13. She who is at Babylon, who is likewise
chosen, sends you greetings and so does Mark, my son.

This passage in 1Peter is important because the relationship between Peter and Mark is the
reason that this gospel is even included in the Bible. Mark is not an apostle, and whereas
Luke’s gospel along with the book of Acts that he also wrote are clearly his well researched
accounts of everything that has happened, Mark does not have those credentials. But going
back to that man | mentioned earlier, Papias, in his statements on Mark writing the book, he
was defending the book on the basis of Mark writing it based on Peter’s account to him of
Jesus. You see, from earliest church history, Mark has been included as a book of the Bible
based on what seems to be accepted fact from even Peter himself if some historical records
are accurate that Mark is writing the apostle Peter’s account of the gospel. That makes a lot
of sense when you work through the book and see a lot more detail and color given for
situations where Peter is directly involved, because they are based on his first hand
accounts. It also makes sense of the fact that this book dwells much more on Peter’s
failures, and he is the only apostle mentioned specifically in the final verses of the book.
From 1Peter 5:13, we also see that Peter and Mark seemed to be in Rome at the same time,
which is where historically this book is said to have been written from. When Peter says,
“she who is at Babylon...and Mark” Babylon refers to Rome. This was a negative way that
Christians would describe Rome at the time. Peter would go on to die in Rome, but Mark
would share his gospel, his teachings about Jesus’s life and ministry throughout the world.
The time of the writing was likely around 63 to early 64 AD before the heavy persecution by
Nero started, and his original audience seems to be primarily gentile since there are a
number of places where Mark explains Jewish traditions. | could say a lot more about
background introduction to this book, but | do want to get into the book today and see the
theme of this book.

Unlike the gospels of Matthew and Luke, Mark does not give a geneology for Jesus. And
unlike John, he doesn’t start with the theological nature of Jesus as God. Mark starts with
John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus. Mark 1:9-10 says, 9 At that time Jesus came
from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was
coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on
him like a dove. As significant as this event is, and it is significant, it is followed by an even
more significant event central to the theme of Mark, the calling of the first disciples. Mark
1:16-20 says, 16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the
brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left
their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of
Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately
he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and
followed him. Here Peter, named Simon originally, receives his call to follow Jesus. This sets
the theme of the book, which is being a disciple or as | have titled it, “Following Jesus.” It is
through the eyes of these first disciples, in large part Peter in this book, that we really
discover what it means to be a disciple and to follow Jesus.

The first 8 chapters of the book of Mark are spent showing the reader what Peter and the
other disciples saw and experienced that convinced them that Jesus was who he said he
was. They saw him demonstrate his unique nature as being God in the flesh in 6 different
ways. First, they saw his power over spiritual evil. They watched him drive out demons. At



least 9 different times we see this in this book. Second, we see healing happen, showing him
to be the Great Physician. We see lepers healed, blind people see, deaf people hear, a
paralyzed man walk, and a woman who touches his clothing be healed from 12 years of
suffering. 7hird, we get to experience with the disciples Jesus’ power over nature. One of
those times was what we covered for our VBS sermon this year where Jesus calmed the
storm from the boat. But we will also see him feed 5000 men plus women and children from
a few pieces of bread and fish. Impossible tasks for humans, but nothing for God. Fourth,
we see the power Jesus has over death as Jesus raises a young girl back to life. As great as
those miracles are and as much focus as this gospel places on them (there are more
miracles recorded in the book of Mark than any of the other 3 gospels), the spiritual life
these disciples experienced with Jesus impacted them perhaps more. Because Fifth, they
were there to experience his prayers, both during his ministry and right before his death in
the garden of Gethsemane as they experience the life that the Son of God has with God the
Father. | would include in this idea the pivotal scene of the transfiguration that Peter James
and John will experience in chapter 9 of Mark. In this event where Peter as usual doesn’t
know what to say, so he says something dumb, he sees firsthand this relationship as God
the Father speaks from Heaven with the words of Mark 9:7, 7 And a cloud overshadowed
them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And listen
was what the disciples did a lot as they sixth heard his teaching. The book of Mark does not
contain a lot of the long teaching passages that Matthew, Luke and John do, but there are
still key moments where Jesus taught and the disciples listened. And as Mark 1:22 says, 22
And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and
not as the scribes.

These first followers of Jesus got to experience all of these 6 things and more first hand.
And it changed them. We see them move from simply learning to telling others what they
were learning as they are sent out in chapter 6 to proclaim the message of Jesus by
preaching repentance and the good news that the Messiah had come. Mark 6:7 says 7 And
he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over
the unclean spirits. And then verse 12. 12 So they went out and proclaimed that people
should repent. This too is part of discipleship. Following Jesus means telling others about
Jesus and calling them to the same type of discipleship, which involves faith and repentance.
All of these activities and things that the disciples are experiencing are leading to the one of
the central points in the book in Mark 8:29, where Peter answers Jesus’ question of who he
is with the words, “You are the Christ.” In other words, you are the Messiah. The
demonstrations of Jesus’s authority that have happened throughout the first 8 chapters
have demonstrated to Peter that Jesus is indeed the long awaited Messiah, who would save
his people from sin and captivity. But then the second part of the book starts as Jesus
twists Peter’s view of the Messiah and describes the Messiah’s path as one of suffering and
death. Mark 8:31-33 says, *' And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be
killed, and after three days rise again. * And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. **But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and

said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on
the things of man.” We see so much of Peter in this book, but he never tries to build himself
up. The stories he shared that Mark recounts show the negative aspects of Peter. He like
the other disciples failed to see what Jesus will now tell them plainly on 3 different
occasions, that the reason he came is to die. He showed them that he was the Messiah, and
why they should follow him; but now he shows them the type of Messiah, the type of Savior,
that he is, the suffering servant. He was not going to be the conquering king. He would
bring salvation through his suffering. While the disciples were arguing over who would be



the greatest among them, Jesus was leading them to see that following him meant serving
others as he would serve humanity on the cross. In Mark 9:33-35, we read, 33 And they
came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you
discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he
said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”

The book of Mark is a book of action. There are no long teaching passages, but instead
short statements that showed movement and action happening. They came here. They went
there. And that is the way every chapter through chapter 10 moves, but when we get to
chapter 11, as the final week of Jesus’ life begins, we start to slow down and the
momentum builds to chapter 14 with the Lord’s Supper as Peter is told that he would deny
Christ 3 times while his Savior went to his death. From there we see Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane praying and being arrested. This is leading to Peter recounting through Mark
his greatest failure in Mark 14:72 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second time.
And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will
deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. The disciple had failed to follow Jesus
at his greatest point of need, and it deeply affected Peter for the rest of his life. Because
after this the one he denied, that all of us in one way or another have denied, willingly
allowed himself to be laid on a cross, taking on himself all of our sin and God’s wrath. And
under that burden, Jesus cries out in Mark 15:34 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with
a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” and verse 37 tells us, “And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last.”

Of course, that is not the end, chapter 16 shows us why disciples still follow Jesus, and why
Peter himself, the denier of Christ continued to follow Jesus until death. Three ladies on
their way to anoint a dead Jesus with perfume hear from an angel in Mark 16:6 “Do not be
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See
the place where they laid him. And then for the purposes of our fallen disciple Peter, we see
the greatest message that he could ever have heard in verse 7 of Mark 16. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he
told you.” You see at the end of this book, and this is the end. Verses 9-20 are later
additions that do not really belong as part of the original, and | will deal with them in the last
sermon from Mark. But at the end of everything we see that following Jesus is not about
perfection, it is about grace. It is about forgiveness that comes through a loving Savior who
went to the cross for Peter who denied him, but also for Ben who denied him and all of us
who are sinners in need of a Savior. This book is not about Peter, the poor follower, it is
about Jesus, the loving savior, and about what it means for us to truly follow him. Let’s pray.



