BWiIStE VILIOORBSES1E1HiHS 8
SEANSVILIDBBELCDOVTAIENICIED TIF TV SERWVXT, HBEVILIDESE
DERZHPULER UL, 2T, SHBREEIDEZW DHGEHAET, ZNTIE., YILIDRE
E1E1§HNS8HMETZERTCVEXRLL S, AITHN. SBDIAICEIEZERRGKNH O X
T EDKSRBRFERETDDH. OZETBELTRELIEDODERBN T B7HTI, VILIDES
ENBBEIHN (IR ICEENTI, TLUURI Y EELZWVNTWVWEKYT, TIHDSHKEEICEELDT
9, VILIDESEDEBINIBENEAICKBICADTRT, TNLUNDRDBIEDSERE
EHDEFA, COEXRE, ZNEAIR - FURARRIDTY, BEEOPT, YILIDBEZEN
BHEVEBETY, ZIICEFBENHDFT, VILIDRBERFBICERZNECDOHNATL
£, KRNDORDLBEFEDCEZLOBFEZEZECLPLE A BESADEDDD TULLSN, KEIFA
TRTY, VIIDRBZEEFZIHSBOET,

RILIDBAICEZIDIE. 1 IRERBVASETHD. EWSZETT 1 EEZRTHELL
S5, 1 #BDF, 1T - FUALDBEDEUO, KIFE. DlzUH. COBRBERIRHREBC
ZEHEUSEVTULRL, EVWWERUEE, ZOEERNMDDDTL LS, VILIDBRBENR., FRBIC
JINwFx & BEC, BENICKEZRNTWVNEYT, FABBOFAIIR - FURXKMIDWTEL
TW3, VWL, SNEANDRETRCERFE>TLERL, CZIERMAVWTVWEREEZLDT
I, I FF T/ TR - FURRDEE 3 ZEVVTVS) EES5DTY, Bas&ld TRVLED
5% EVWSERKRTY, DFEOH, VILIEFXFED "BOFAIIR - FURNDRWASE,
NEZDBEROTHD) EE>2TVWBDTY, ZLT RKIF. BESAIZAARWAISEROHL %=
EBOTUVWEYT, CNIEFERYICEVUVWETY, ESAF. CABBVLWEDDP(C, 1 TANRWVA
SEDEBHRBEEBSNTVNIHN? EESINBLNEEA, ECICEBSNTLDDH, 1 TRADE
EXCEMTUVNBDTY, YILIEFE 1 ZTRZXFVUR M, BOFEBNLTVWEXT, FURK
EDNBDFEWSHEIE. BBRICAIREVWSAZEEELEXT, COREEN 1TREVSA
MHERVWHSEDPLTHDZEERUEXT, ZUT. DIEULEBABFEULTAIRICESAN
ZBHERBIT DD TI, VILIDBEZEN D UEBICE>TVWBRZEERFATLLESD, T
TE—IC. T1ITADBNXY TP THD., EWVWSZETI, FURMEER ThaEEMNINEE) EVWSE
RCTIo NTSAEBDOAY PRI IEICEDNKT, DIEUEBEZREHNSKO>TT DL
EHKD, IBHREEZEIMEE 3E 15 BN SIBRNEELAZHOE. CDZEZIBURIEEN
MBZITEBOSNTVET, TOMNERIAIYPELTHASNTVWET, XV PEIBURIESRL
(X, IBREETESNDIFBEDP T, BVICRDESICBHELED>DTWLWBDTY, 1 TRDEHML
DATVPADMRURDTWERWEE (. CDIBHEETESNTVLWEXYPRDTY, el
e5E. BEA3ATIRDYEEZFORREN>TVNET, XV PEFTLEEATULEALD, X
VTP ETFERICDIFE U, XV PZEFELATVEBHES, XV PEFTFER(CDIFz, blzU
BEESTIFTIEDESLIVDTULELOIN? AT P AR, BESNEXAIYTPZROTLEDIFTE
BO27mDTY, BSREXIPERBRBUTCE U, A9 VPARKWEZ. SE&VLSHBZHIRIED
SHOTTEBATIILL ., BIBNXAE R >THFELTWLWEDTY, WILIDEZEICHWNT
(F. TOULTRAICKAI7ICHTRFESECBD, ZNZEMAULTVWEXT,

CDHEZEZHEDDFIC, VILIDNBOFAIREVWSEVWAIGADTE 2 DEBDZEICDWVWTE
ZACHEULELEDS, COZEHEETY, bleUieBd, @h i Uit 5E2EHBREME DR
STWB, EBFHULTVWEY, iUV URF vV ELTHRODFTHD. EHEOLNTULE
I, LU, 1RO FTHDEWNWSCEF DUl BEBMEDEREIFIRKECERDE
Fo TIRIBDFTHDo CODEKIE, 1 TRIIHBZDHDTHD. 1 TRIE=M—HRDEZ
DA THD. EVWSZEERUET, BBIICEZE, 1 TRZTFRICDIFIEARIE. B85
DTPATITATADRORIC, 1 TREFTFLRICDIFTLE27ZDTY, 1 TRETFZRICDF
TEARIE, BODFEWSHBORBKIDECREBRULTVWE LR, BS1E. 1 ITRANADFE
BMLEECECDVWTH, 1 IRAENBEEZARYEICHTHD., BOXIPTHDEESLTL
2071, EHHDICEBRLTWEDTT, FEI/N\RIZ. BEHNEVWVBSEDEET. DL



ZHEICRLTVWERT, F/N\ROBEZ 1 E1-38[FE>TVERT, 1 HIDHICTEEDH >
feo SCERBBEEDBICH DT TERBEBTH O], 2 CDAEF. FDICHEEDBICEESN
o 3 INTDHEDEFE. COHILEL>TESNTC, ESNIEHDT, TOAICKSTICTERLD
DEF—D2BEH dlce TTRABARERSAIPICRDDETNE. A TREGHFEH SRS
NBIBEDNH DX UTco INTOFENSHEREN, BTECELVDRBLEFRBROTINS, 1T
RE, XIPELTORENZERIETE A TY, TNEBPFRIC. M1 TREFDBZVWARBE LTODE
BZRICITCENTEDH—DEATI, BELBS. 1 TRIEFHELBHBTHINSTHO,
BIFC. 1 TREEEBRABIENSTT,

QILDE, AEZEB LT, 1 TRCEFDNRY(CHTHDIE, BTHIDNDZICENTZED A
VPTHDIEHE, RBICNBEIEBELSETDIDTY, WD 1E1HLUE. A1 IRAABOFE
ROSNDENE 2 BFAEFTI, OEDIE3IE T BIT. BELENIIRAZBDFEROHT
WET, H5—D. 1IREHBOFERDEDE,. SEFAIPATERL, +FH=EBYL
FBABR (O—VD&EL) TY, VILIDRBES 15F3981TIE, 39 A TRDIEAICIZIST
WEBABRE, 1 TANCDELSICEZSIEMSNIEDZRTE o/, 'CDAIIEKRY(CHBDF
THolcoy EEVWTWVWET, XIUTPRDB, WENMNLEERD, FURNEBZAIIREZBDFEL
TIELD, COESECEN., VILIDNINHSESZS5ELTVNBRIRTOZ EDEBIICEADDTLY
2DTY, 1TRIIE[CHBTHD,. DIEUIEBEZERS CENTEDREARBRDE, ¥ILIIFER

[E. OWTE, bleblesllansDEZBESEELSIELTVWBDTY, £LT. Inc#
M. BLWASERDTY | cNCEFHEEBHRDTY !

VILIEREFI T, 1 TREBENEMUERBSZDEHDTH I EERILHIC, SEIFXIT
(CEAT2BEZMD LEIFET, LB, FNEENERULBH 2S5 ESRKRDITLLOIN? HIR
EIBETELIN?REELEDDPT, MU 2 7EFBERKETABDET, TDOZLIFIFE(IC
—AREREHDTLTeo SVRANE, ZLDERIERAINDITRMNH D XU, IBHEEZ(E
BUVWERY, BEDDPIC, FRBICERNBEENHDEI, BL. BONXI 7, HWELEER
ITRIAIHNBERSE, BOSDEEZES LT, ZOI BICEFENBIESHAF L TLRITN

(. BEEARYDAI P, MWEREEFEZARVWDTY, 1 TROEE (3. IBRWEZEDINT
DS ZEZLECHMSEXR UL, ZOFES L. 1 TRHEHZ1BH DRI, 1 TRADEITEREL
TeXURNDEEREDESICHED XY, VILIDBIEZETIE. ZNSOIBRERZDFEEH 53|
FBUTWETD, 2EiZB T, 2 BEBAM T VPOECZDLSCENIMNMTVNDS, BL, D
U DleUDEWEHRIZDRIICEND Y, RIEHBRIEDEZRAD. VILIDBEEHNIY
PEHNSSALTVWRDE, BAROD—HETEHDFEFEA, 1 VPEMBOEDTEEELDH, @H
ZORICEBOBWNZH5TBINFKD. ELWSRVWAISEICERULTWETD, 20B&(E.
RP(CEM, MEHDSDREB. B’HSOBENES5EINDETI, VILIDESEEF . 1R
HMHICERT DI L. 1P PHASHFEEEIRFLBOHIIETH D, £BDDTY, 15V
E0PICB/BICDVWTERULTWBBEMNHDET, TOPOVW DHNDEEBELREFAIE. wILI
DNZDEBBEDP T, AT D EEFEEATLIRBREBDZEE UTRENTVET, 1 FTPE
0B 9GITEVWERT, 9 YAVICRWHISEZIEADEX. aWLWwWicEN, TILYLAICRL
MWSBZELRADEXR. NORDBEZHITX, BEHITL, Bndi, AIYDERICEZ. 'B&K.
BRI %, TILTH LA 1 RSIIORZRERITDIIBATHD. CTHSEBFEWVDS
BLWAISEZEHRICERNEGZTWIBATH XTI TLURE, C2HSTERICEAMN>T, BH
508 ZREL. ZLT ZOBDSBICOHMNEZRWNCTDRE, EEXGATWLWIBATH D
e X TUTR, hleliesld, B3P, #ZBEIHICTILTLAEWSTEBAERZDTEE
B, BZEBBILOHICAIIR - FURMEWSAYERZDTY, CNHBEDOARETI, &
NEVIILINMEZ LIS ELTVBRDTY, BEDXYE—IZHTEZZBELEICH LT, 1Y
VYEATVPES2ET7EHITISE>TVWEXY, 7 BLWAISEZETZAZADRENRE. WRDLEICH
T, BAEELWZ ED, FRZESIFRSE, EVWVRRVWHSEZEZ. MWESFHNSE, TH
IRIEDWEETHEND) EVAVICESADRG, BEOAYE—IZBRTEEDORADLDHER



[CIEABRUDBEROTEDEA TRADBFIEETUE, VILIDBZETIE. RFONEDK
SICUTZEDBFD—ANICHR 27D EE>TVET, DielliebsdbEh, @BOXYvE—I %
ZDBTFD—ANERDRE[CBSNTVEXT, REIC, 1FVPEGI E1HIICE. 1TVPHTES
%tbf&ﬁéhtﬁ%ﬁ%#nfmiﬁo:@Eﬁ@\412-$uzh®%¥ﬁﬁ5ﬁNT®
A, 1TSS DEGERIFUEDEDERIUKXSICRIFUEDHINETT, 1HVPEG] E
1 8lCE Eb\n‘cmi?o 1 BTHIEDENDIELDLEICHD, BEULWAICRWISEZR
ZZA27H. DDOBEDWEBEZRYPIH, EFDOEUICHEESE, bicLZEEhani, #5
DNAICEE@ERZE,. WAICEREZESF. BBOICIE. DIEUEBREAIIR - FURMDEBRFE
LT, BEDAICEST, 9RBHEBEEBIYVICHESZ, BEELEVIIZBLTE D
ERUEBEEDAHICKST. ZORWASEZMDOARICIEAD ZEICEILARTNERDFE
AJO

VILIDESENCDBET—ESVWVEWT EEF, BEFLIULETEEN I T RADSE(CBABTH B,
EWSTETY, RILD 1 ZAISETE. O VPEORNGEFREZDEENGAFZ.
QILIONSIBLEEEINDONDEXT, 4 I\ TTFRAYDOI/\RHNEFICIRN., FOMUICE L EL
WHDINTFRAIEENGZ Tz, b A PHADLEE TILY LADERIEHE, I/N\RDHE
[CPOTET, BRDOFREEBL. I VNITERHSNTTRYZR(F T\, 6 T/I\RIES
KIEDEOKREE T, BICEDEERFD. WRSEBFBEBEBNTWE, 7 I/\RIZTSEXRGZ
oo RAEKDBNDHZIADFADRICEKSNET, FAICIE. DDATZEDSDEEHNDOHZEREL
BRBREHDEEA. 8 FAIBBIDTICKTINTI TRV ZRITRULED., COAIFEEICKOT
INTTRYEBFRIFICEDET,) YILIDBSEN 1 B 28NS 3ETIAULEATVPEL0E
SEDFEEE. COINREWVWSAZES U TEENICKFIULE U, 3 REHETWIEDENT
%, 'FOBZAHETX, TN TILEEDOHDIOHIC, KEEZXH>IICEL, 2DI/N\NREW
SN BELICINTFRYDI/NRE UL (THALBEE VWS B TEHRSNTLERT, RIFAITR
DRERBICHIEDERT, 1ITREDETBFELETIN, ZOBEEFAITREDFEICHBEOXRL
foo RIFIBHRESCHITIREDEEBE L TRZTE UL, COIN\R(E, A< EHITFVE
DNEWBEDINTDEEBLLEICEOTHEESNTEEXY P2, ANRICEEEURI Finzs
Z6NTWVWE Uz & XV PIEERICCZICWVWDS, I\ RDAvE—IJ(EINTYT, bizLT=
ENT TICEH>TWBCE, TS, A1 TRIEXIVPTHD. COHAHERERITHNBHDD
TRWIISHETHD. &, DIEULEBTAIIC, N\ RDAYE—IDRIIC, FORABZEZ(F1ED
TEULWEBWET, bieUeslE. NTFRIDI/N\NREVNS E, BILICELB/INTTRIPEK
BREAIZADINTTFRY., HBWE. CZICEMTVWBREOREPEZEBOZEEZEZINS
TY, LM L. CONTTFRYDI/N\RHDNESELTWEDFRODZETYT, DEDH, TOEZAN
EXVPICHULT, BRREZFOHFDOEYMDOOEHZMRMEFTEHR . XV PEESLT, bl
EEEROMUERBEIT CENTEDS, INTTRAYDI/\XR(E, XEEFNICAIRORZEZES
TREWEBA, RIE. COAICHO>T. FOMUEREHNSDHNINEDKS [CTTEETHDDH\
HERUTWBDTY, RE. XFED, BLRHEEMNESDREEERNGATVNDDTY, N\
TTFRAYDI/NRICEST, BOWEDE—DDPRELZAYEL—ITI, #KIE. 1R -FUXL
ZEHRBRCESNBDAIYPELTIBE T DI ET. ARICEZIBLERODELSIC, COXI 7%
FELAELSICHEUNMNITVWERT, F/\RDBZTEDPTIE, INTTFRAVYDI/NRD, ROXvE
—VZEBLKINTOAIL, 1TRZEAIYPEUVTIBURLTWRZ EN, FEBICBBECROTULE
I, F/\ROBEBE 1 E29HITEVEXT, 29 ZDOEH. I/\REBDDAICAIRAMESN
Z20%RBTEo7, 'BX. HOFZERDRSBDFE, )

INTFRYDI/N\RE, BEBFZWATNBDTY, bz UIeELRZIBLEO, TR -FUR
REbDEUEBEDE, HWEEULTZIFANDEVWSEMICILEIRDEE, DIEUEBEDEHLK
N, BEETHIBEDBIC@EN S EIND. EWLWSDTY, /\TTFRAYDI/\ROEA
TEZ. NTIFRYESBOIELEBEMNMELTVWBDERLUC EZBKRLTVWER UL, /INTFFTR
V(E. NRDERGRTEFURANEERBLT, FZBVLHROT, FURREELDZEICED



THESENBRNBENLZRTEDTUIE, BMCRIBLROIHFLRITINEROREA. D
U BRMEMICX>THRONET, LU, BIREREEDELTREHDEEA, DIZLES

DFEBORESZRIRE. FZiBLROD. ZOFHSBEND LS ICENM TV LSRR
2HD. ZNHMEMRBDTY, 1 IR - FURKEEFEU. RICTES EEVEHS, BRZBDH]
(CEEE ULTESERVWRENLWNNTRAIITH D BRETHDDHZERHIZEN. INTEAIR - £
ARDHECEKDZERBTERRA, BERVWENRELZDD, 1ITR - FURKIRSELSIC
BBIHICIE. CDZEZBRTDIDENHDDTI, BEHBIDFERTVNERT, HBED
BODE. IBRHOERISEDHES(CH LT, HBREEFEZELLTHZBEL VWS IEZRR

FNERODFRRA. ZOFZBVRDBZINEED XA, 2000 FaiIlC+FERETI TICD
LUIeEDFEORBEEI>TLIES27eA IR - FURMIHT BEMIC KT, BICLERSERT
NEFRZROTREA, DIEULEBD. ZOLSBEMCIZ>TRILHT, F1IR - FURLDIER
Snfzmh, HRBIEHDFEOMULUEHLULVWWDEERIFBIEDICHEMICEZDTI, TOXSKME
MDD E, INHFURRDEF. FURAKIRSIEZBELTDBEROTI, Indt ¥IL3

DBEENMITRICRS CEDRKELTRIZERDTI, ZLT, BIEUEBHRAIR - F
URhZEBULTRIBFEOMU. IND, RSICRVWASELBDTY | ZNZELXL &S,

ZDESICEZEXRL &S, ZUTC CORVWAISEZRABICESLTVWEXLLS I BHOULFK
3_0



Good News Mark 1:1-8

Today we are going to really begin digging into this book of Mark. | gave you the
background last week, so today we will get into the first few verses and look at Mark
1:1-8. The beginning of anything is usually important to introducing the topic of the
discussion or writing, and Mark’s beginning is particularly important because it is so
direct and to the point. There is not a lot of extra introductory words here; he jumps
right into his subject. And his subject is Jesus Christ. Mark is the shortest gospel for a
reason. Mark always gets right to his point and doesn’t spend a lot of time with any
extra details of the situation. As you would expect the subject of this book is Jesus, and
that is where Mark begins.

And the first thing he tells us is that Jesus is Good News! Look at verse 1. 1The
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. You see what | meant about not
a lot of extra details. Mark is really clear and abruptly direct with his subject. | am
writing about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. But notice he doesn’t say writing or that this
is a book about him or anything like that. He says that what he is writing is the “gospel
of Jesus Christ.” The word gospel means “Good news.” So, he is literally saying, “this is
the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” And in this statement,
he is actually telling us why Jesus is Good news. You might say, where does he say
that...this is a really short introductory statement? It’s right there in the titles he uses
for Jesus. He gives us two titles...he introduces Jesus as Christ and Son of God. These
terms actually define Jesus as a person, show why he is the focus of Good news, and
explain why we should follow him as disciples. So, what is Mark telling us by introducing
Jesus in this way. The first thing he is telling us about Jesus is that he is the Messiah.
Christ means “anointed one” and is the word used to translate the Hebrew word
Messiah. As we read through the Old Testament starting with Genesis 3:15, there is a
continual thread of prophecy that points to a coming Savior who would provide salvation
from sin, and that Savior is known as the Messiah. This is who the Jewish people of
Jesus’ day were looking for. Of course, we already know the story of Jesus, and how
this ends. The people who are looking for the Messiah crucify him. So, how do we get
from this anticipation of the Messiah to crucifying him? The Jewish people were not
looking for the Messiah that was prophesied. They had wrongly expected the Messiah to
be a political ruler, instead of a Savior from the theological problem of sin. Mark will go
to those prophecies of a Messiah as he continues these first thoughts in this book.

But before we move to those verses, let’s consider the second identification he gives to
Jesus, Son of God. This is significant as well. There is a sense that as created beings we
all have a connection to God. We are also told as Christians that we are children of God.
But Jesus being identified as the Son of God is far different that the relationship we
have with God. This title for Jesus shows his identity as God himself, the second person
of the Trinity. Ultimately, the people crucifying Jesus crucified him for this identity. They
fully understood that the terms Son of God and even the term Jesus preferred for
himself, Son of Man, were declaring that he was indeed God and God’s Messiah. The
apostle John opens his gospel by making this identification as God explicitly clear. John
1:1-3 says, 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and
without him was not anything made that was made. If Jesus was going to be the
Messiah who would save people, then he needed to himself be free of sin, but only God



is free from all sin and completely righteous. And Jesus is the only one who can uniquely
fulfill both roles, because he alone is fully God, but also fully man.

And Mark spends the rest of the book convincing his readers that this truly is who Jesus
is, that he is their Messiah, because he is God. After this, there are only two places
where Jesus is recognized as the Son of God. One is in Mark 3:11 where it is demons
recognize his identity as Son of God, because Satan knows exactly who Jesus is. And
the last place where he is recognized, this time by a person, and not even a Jew, is by
the centurion, the Roman soldier, in charge of his crucifixion. And in Mark 15:39 we
read, 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” This declaration of faith
in Jesus the Christ as the Son of God is what the purpose of everything that Mark is
going to say is heading towards. He is trying to convince the reader and therefore
convince us that Jesus is truly the one who can save us because he is truly God. And
THIS is GOOD NEWS! This is the gospel!

As Mark continues, he now draws on that prophecy of a Messiah to show that Jesus is
the Good News of fulfilled prophecy. Can you imagine if the New Testament had never
come to pass? There has been lots of prophecy written in history that never came true,
and much of that prophecy was very general, in other words it could have been applied
to many different things. The Old Testament is different. There are very specific
prophecies that are given, and if they are not fulfilled, then that person claiming to be
the Messiah, the Savior, is not authentic. Everything about Jesus’ life perfectly fulfilled
every prophecy in the Old Testament starting even with the prophecy of a forerunner of
Christ who would be active before Jesus even began his active ministry. Look at verse 2
where Mark quotes the Old Testament prophecy about that man. 2 As it is written in
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare
your way, 3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,”” It is not by random coincidence that Mark quotes from Isaiah.
Isaiah more than any other prophet references the good news that there is coming a day
when God will bring ultimate salvation to his people. There is coming a day when peace,
deliverance from oppression and freedom from sin will come to the world. And for Mark,
the coming of Jesus into the world is the beginning of the fulfillment of the Good news
that Isaiah proclaimed. Some of the key places in Isaiah where we see the Good News
mentioned show us aspects of the Gospel that Mark hopes to accomplish with his
gospel. Isaiah 40:9 says, Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to
the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Jerusalem, representing the people of Israel were
supposed to be a place from which the good news of the Gospel would be declared to
the world that they needed to Behold their God, and find salvation only in him. We no
longer look to a city to find God, we look to the person of Jesus Christ, and in him, we
see God himself. This is essential to the gospel, and is what Mark is trying to convey.
And to those who take this gospel message into the world, Isaiah says in Isaiah 52:7,
"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says
to Zion, “Your God reigns.” The disciples would be the first to carry this message of the
gospel to the world around them, and as Mark shares with us Peter’s account of how he
came to be one of those disciples, we are confronted with the need to also be one of
those disciples who carries that message of good news. Finally, in Isaiah 61:1, we see



Isaiah’s appointment as a prophet and it is the same expectation for all those who are
disciples of Jesus Christ. Isaiah 61:1 says, The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor... Ultimately, as
disciples of Jesus Christ, we are to be focused on sharing that good news with others,
through the power of the same Holy Spirit who empowered the prophet Isaiah and
spoke through the gospel writer, Mark.

Of course while connections to Isaiah with the Good News of the gospel are significant,
Mark’s primary point here at the beginning is to show the fulfilled prophecy that is
evident in Jesus. And as we continue into verse 4, we see why he quotes this particular
passage in Isaiah and its direct fulfillment. 4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness
and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the
country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair
and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals
| am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 | have baptized you with water, but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” This man named John is the direct fulfillment of Isaiah
40:3 that Mark quoted in verses 2-3. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way
of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. John who church history
records by the name John the Baptist or the Baptizer is the cousin of Jesus, only a few
months older than him, but his ministry began before Jesus. He functioned as the final
Old Testament prophet, given the task of pointing people directly to the Messiah who
had been prophesied about by all the prophets starting at least in written form with
Isaiah. Now the Messiah is actually here, and John’s message is that the Messiah who
we already know is Jesus, is the Good News because of his power to forgive sin. |
want you to see that in John’s message. Too many times, we think of John the Baptist
just in terms of his baptism by immersion and the upcoming event of Jesus’ baptism, or
even his clothes and dietary habits that are described here. But John was proclaiming
that in this coming Messiah whose sandal strap he was not worthy to untie, we can find
forgiveness for our sin. And while we don’t see him specifically even give the name of
Jesus yet, he shows how that forgiveness and salvation from sin is possible. He is
literally proclaiming the gospel that includes repentance and faith. Notice, Repentance is
a clear part of his message, and by his description of Jesus Christ as this soon coming
Messiah, he is calling people to repent of their sin and believe in this Messiah. And in the
book of John it becomes very clear that John the Baptist is pointing everyone who hears
his message to Jesus as the Messiah. John 1:29 says, 29 The next day he [John the
Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!

John’s call is the gospel call - that when we repent of our sins and turn in faith to Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior, there is forgiveness of our sins and restoration with God
our Creator. Baptism even under John the Baptist meant the same thing we believe it
does today. It demonstrated an inward change that came through repentance of their
sin and faith in Christ as they trusted in the one whom John proclaimed. Faith must be
accompanied by repentance. It is faith that saves us, but not simple faith, it is robust
faith that sees our sin and the holiness of God leading to repentance, a turning away
from that sin. You cannot come to Jesus Christ, and say you believe in him and will
follow him, but not recognize the seriousness and darkness of your fallen sinful condition



before a holy God. You can only come to be a follower of Jesus Christ, when you realize
why you need a Savior. You must come to see your sin as God sees your sin, an offense
to the holiness of our creator and repent of that sin and turn by faith to Jesus Christ
who already paid the price for our sin on that cross two thousand years ago. Then and
only then does his death and his shed blood become effective for you to receive that
same promised forgiveness and new life in Jesus Christ. This is how being a disciple, a
follower of Christ begins, and it is where Mark begins to show us what it means to follow
Jesus. And this forgiveness we receive through Jesus Christ is truly Good News! Let’s
believe it, live by it, and proclaim it to the world around us! Let’s pray.



