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Mark 1:9-13 Preparation for Ministry

Preparation is important! You would not go to a tax preparer who had not spent time
preparing and learning that profession. You would not hire a construction company that
had workers who had never actually spent time preparing and learning that trade. We
expect professionals in pretty much every area to go through a time of preparation in
order to be able to offer those services. Now, how does this apply to Jesus as he is
revealed here in Mark? Jesus is the Son of God. From the very beginning of the book, as
we saw last week, Mark has identified him in this way to show that he is God. If Jesus is
God, then he is fully qualified for his ministry as the Messiah, the one who came to save
us from sin. And yet, as we will see today in Mark 1:9-13, Jesus himself had a period of
preparation for ministry. And in this preparation for ministry we see the significance of
the first steps we take in our walk with Christ as disciples.

Let’s begin by reading verses 9-11 in Mark 1. 9 In those days Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up
out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved
Son; with you | am well pleased.” All of the gospels speak about Jesus’s baptism
although in John it is definitely more indirect and less clear. The fact that every gospel
points to it is significant. That fact that Jesus underwent baptism is significant. And
what happens at the baptism itself is extremely significant. And | want to address it by
answering 3 different questions. What does it say about Jesus? What does it say about
the nature of God? What does it say about us? First, what does this passage tell us
about Jesus? Remember, Mark introduces him as the Son of God. It is one thing for
Mark to state that as fact, but here, we see God the Father, who would have clearly
been understood to be God, speaking in a public way to declare that Jesus is in fact, his
Son. There are only 3 times where God directly responds to Jesus in the gospels. The
two primary ones are here at his baptism, and at the transfiguration. Both times, God
the Father clearly addresses Jesus as Son. In addition to being clearly identified as the
Son of God showing that he is Deity, truly God come in the flesh, there is a second
significant thing that Mark points us to in Jesus. It’s in the wording of the Heavens being
“torn open.” As | mentioned earlier, Matthew and Luke both give descriptions of this
same event. But in both books, the Spirit descending is described as the Heavens being
“opened to him” (Matthew 3:16 for wording). That wording of “opening” is a much
softer than the wording Mark uses of tearing or rending the heavens. Mark is
intentionally using the different word to highlight something about Jesus. In Isaiah 64:1
the Bible says, Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains
might quake at your presence— This seems to be where the wording comes from. And
in Isaiah and other places in the Old Testament where this same idea of the heavens
tearing is seen, it is always showing a powerful demonstration by God and seems to also
carry the idea that God is doing something different and in a big way. By tying in this
Old Testament vision of God’s power being directly felt on earth, we cannot help but
take notice of this man Jesus and what he represents. The Old Testament has
prophesied over and over again that a Messiah was coming. Now, God in this powerful
way has signaled to everyone that through Jesus, God is doing a significant work. In
other words, | would take this as another sign that this man Jesus is the Messiah. He is
unlike anyone else, and God is going to bring salvation through him.



Why he is unlike anyone else, leads to our second question, what does this story teach
us about the nature of God. | won’t repeat everything | said about Jesus being the Son
of God that | said last week, but remember that by calling Jesus the Son of God, he is
being referred to as God himself. So if we clearly have the Son of God, then we have a
voice from Heaven calling him directly, “my beloved son,” then we have an interesting
dynamic of God being present as two distinct persons at the same time. But then there
is a third person present as well. Verse 10 says, “the Spirit descending on him like a
dove.” The Baptism of Jesus is one of the clearest places in Scripture that we see God
reveal himself in what we call the Trinity. You will never find that term in the Bible, but it
is the best way that theologians have found to describe what we see in the Bible
regarding the nature of God’s existence. As | spent time pointing out last week, to be
the Son of God means that Jesus is God as John 1 makes abundantly clear when it says
in John 1:1, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. So as our diagram on the screen points out, Jesus IS God. But clearly there is
a voice from Heaven speaking as Father, so God IS also Father. And while never
speaking in an audible voice, the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit descends in some way
that the gospel writers say looks like a Dove. So the Holy Spirit IS God. But they are all
equally present at the same time so God the Father is NOT God the Son or God the Holy
Spirit, and the same goes for both the Son and the Spirit. Our minds cannot
comprehend this truth, nor are there really words to explain this existence. So,
historically we have come up with the term TRINITY to explain this Biblical truth that our
God is ONE God who exists as THREE distinct persons.

But remember, | said there were three questions we should ask of this event, the
baptism of Jesus. The third question is, what does Jesus’s baptism say about us? The
first and most obvious answer to that is that if Jesus himself submitted to baptism then
so should we if we are his followers. In fact, throughout the New Testament, especially
the book of Acts as the church begins and expands, the message of salvation is
connected with baptism. The Bible is clear that we are saved by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no
one may boast. So salvation is not based on any act or work on your part, including
baptism:-- But, in Acts 2:38 we read, “And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” This is not contradicting Ephesians 2. Instead it is
showing that if we have truly repented of our sins and followed Christ, we will be
baptized. While there are clearly exceptions like the thief on the cross who believed in
Jesus as Lord and Savior right before he died, the New Testament is clear that the
normal pattern for those who follow Christ is to be baptized. | will take this a bit further,
and say that it is also clear that baptism follows salvation, so we don’t baptize babies
into the community of faith before they are truly part of that community by being a
follower of Jesus Christ. It is only upon a clear profession of faith and having
demonstrated by words and actions that they are a follower of Christ that we would
agree to baptize anyone. | am hesitant to baptize a child until they can clearly and on
their own with no parent guidance share a clear testimony of knowing they are a sinner
and putting their faith in Christ. Too many adults who show no signs of following Christ
at all, are trusting in a baptism that gives them false assurance of their salvation, so we
have to be careful with children (as well as adults) to make sure repentance and faith is
present before we administer the ordinance of baptism.




There is also a second answer to how this baptism applies to us, and that is in the mode
of baptism. Notice that the Bible says, “when he came up out of the water:--” You come
up out of the water by being under the water. This is baptism by the full immersion of an
individual in water. The Greek word “baptizo” means to dip in water, but even the
wording used here shows that the way these baptisms were done was by full immersion.
But there is still a third answer to what does Jesus’s baptism show to us, and perhaps
it’s a little harder to see here. It is important, because it is tied to the last 2 verses we
will look at and to Acts 2:38 that we read earlier. In Acts 2:38, it says, “you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” | want to point out something about the language used here
that is not clear in English (or in Japanese | think). Going back to verse 10, we are told,
the Spirit descending on him like a dove:-- Now, this is the same wording you will find in
Matthew and Luke, but it obscures what is really happening in the original language of
the text. The word in Matthew and Luke is actually the word that is nearly always
translated “on”:-- But in Mark, the word used is primarily translated as “into” and not
“on”. So, it is unique that Mark actually uses here a different word that intensifies the
relationship between Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. This would seem to emphasize for
us in Mark’s gospel how the Spirit completely fills Jesus for ministry. How is that
applicable to us? 1Corinthians 12:13 describes for us a baptism by the Holy Spirit. 13
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spirit. And Ephesians 5:18 tells us to “:--be filled with
the Spirit:--” For the Christian, the water baptism signifies the fact that a Spirit baptism
has happened with salvation, at which time we are indwelled by the Holy Spirit who then
empowers us for ministry. This is pictured for us in Jesus’s baptism.

Giving us this fact about the Holy Spirit and how he seemed to indwell Jesus and today
us is important, because it is the Holy Spirit who guides us and empowers us for
ministry. And this is what happens with Jesus when we continue into verses 12-13.

12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and
the angels were ministering to him. Right after the baptism of Jesus, there is no time to
really slow down and savor God’s glory that displays itself in Jesus’ baptism. Now, this is
Mark’s stye to move very quickly from the from one event to the next, but in the other
two accounts as well, it does seem that Jesus has no time to rest after the baptism
experience. God the Holy Spirit immediately leads him to go right into the ministry he has
been set apart for. This is why this filling of the Holy Spirit is so important for Jesus and
for us. We as followers of Christ are led by the Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit. If we are
not indwelled and led by the Spirit, we are not truly followers of Jesus. Romans 8:14
says, 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

It's also important to see where the Spirit led Jesus. It was to intentional temptation by
Satan himself. Now, we won’t go into the details of the temptation that you can read in
more detail in Luke and Matthew, but it is important to know that Jesus faced
temptation. For most of us, | assume, we don’t need Satan himself to come against us in
order to fall to temptation. I’'m sure that Satan himself has much stronger Christians to
tempt and only needs to send his least important demon to tempt me in order to get me
to fall into sin. But Jesus faced Satan himself and did not give in to the temptation to
sin. Without a real temptation to sin, could Jesus have even been really human? He
could not. He had to experience everything we would experience except sin in order to



have a truly human existence. Hebrews 4:15 tells us this about Jesus. For we do not
have a high priest [that’s Jesus] who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. But the
wonderful truth that we see in Mark’s account of the temptation of Jesus by Satan is in
that last line of verse 13, And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were
ministering to him. Look with me at one other passage that shows us what was
happening here. 1Corinthians 10:13 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not
common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability,
but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it. For Jesus, he was able to endure the worst temptations that Satan could
throw at him through the power of the Holy Spirit. And God never left him during this
time, although from a human perspective it may have felt that way, given the desolate
lonely nature of the experience, surrounded only by animals. Although it is not entirely
clear what it means, it seems that God the Father had angels protecting him all the time.
Psalm 91:11-12 tells us, For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in
all your ways. 12 On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a
stone. There is always a way of escape from temptation. Trusting in God and relying on
the Holy Spirit to enable you to as James 4:7 puts it, 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

This is all the preparation Jesus needed for his ministry of being the Messiah. This
proved his humanity by submitting to baptism and to temptation. Once his humanity is
proved, then the rest of the book of Mark can prove his Deity, the fact that he is God,
and therefore why he can be the Messiah. Did Jesus need to submit to baptism to show
that his sins were washed away? Absolutely not, he had no sin that ever had to be
washed away, and he was never out of fellowship with God like we are. But he
demonstrated for us the significance of this step that all of us who are followers of
Christ must take. Did he have to submit himself to temptation? Again, no, but by doing
so, it showed that he faced the same things we will face as followers of Christ. Except
he did it perfectly with no sin. Will we? Not on our own, not without the power of the
Holy Spirit filling us and leading us and empowering us. The question that leaves us with
is, “are we relying on the Holy Spirit if we know Christ.” And if we haven’t been obedient
to that first step of baptism, then there is no way that we are being obedient to the
leading of the Holy Spirit. If you haven’t been baptized then come talk to me today, and
let’s discuss the meaning and necessity of baptism.

One of the benefits of baptism is participation in the Body of Christ as demonstrated by
the Lord’s Supper. All of those who have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and
have been obedient in baptism are invited to share in this meal today. Parents, you
teach your children the importance of this meal by not allowing them to participate if
they are not ready. If you are here and have not accepted Christ or been baptized, then
| would ask you to refrain for joining in this meal. After | pray, the Deacons will serve the
bread and juice from the 4 corners of the sanctuary, and we will eat and drink all
together. Let’s pray.



