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Mark 1:14-20 The making of a disciple

In one sense this entire book could be called the making of a disciple. But here in Mark
1:14-20, we see the first disciples called. And in relation to their calling, the first two
verses of the passage show us what they are responding to in the call to be a disciple.
There are a lot of understandings of what it means to be a Christian, but at the core, it
means to be a disciple. For many people, following Jesus can be boiled down to saying
the sinner’s prayer or a similar prayer and getting out of hell. But following Christ is so
much more than that. | hope through this passage we see what Jesus is really calling
us to, when he calls us to follow him. It’s not the easy call that we sometimes try to
make it. Of course, it’s not complicated. Acts 16:31 boils it down to “believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and you will be saved.” But it is not an easy calling. Let’s look at these
verses and hopefully it will become clear what | mean.

"*Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of

God, "®and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.” The man we were introduced to 2 weeks ago, John the Baptist is
arrested at about the same time that Jesus begins his official ministry after spending
time in the wilderness being tempted by Satan. That, of course, happened after his
baptism, so all three of these events happen in short succession of one another. These
verses are important to be able to see that the first disciples of Jesus know what it is
they are being called to when following Jesus, at least in some small way. So what do we
see here that following Jesus entails. The core of following Jesus is faith and
repentance. That is the message Jesus proclaimed and that is the message of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Two weeks ago, we saw that this was the message of John the
Baptist, and he was a continuation of the Old Testament prophet’s call to repentance
and turning to God in faith. | mentioned earlier that in Acts 16:31 salvation is as simple
as believing in Jesus as your Lord and Savior and he will save you. If you are in here and
have never repented of your sin and trusted in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior,
then the message for you is this, “repent and believe.” That has not changed. But just as
Mark wanted to convey and the first followers of Jesus understood, this faith in Jesus
Christ, which is simple at its core - repent and believe — can come with great cost at
times. Because while the core of following Jesus is to just repent and believe,
discipleship can be painful. Why does he tie together the arrest of John the Baptist with
this message? For just that reason, for the men and women who follow Jesus, just like
John the Baptist, it could mean persecution. It will always mean that someone will reject
you, like the governing authorities rejected John and his message to the point of
imprisoning and we will see in a few chapters, killing him.

Another theme that Jesus consistently proclaims is the nearness of the kingdom of God.
Matthew is the gospel writer who focuses most heavily on this topic, but Mark and Luke
both talk about it a lot as well. This concept of the kingdom of God actually summarizes
Jesus’ life and teaching. It flows directly from the Biblical idea of God being king. Psalm
5:2 says 2 Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, for to you do |
pray. God’s kingship comes from him being the Creator of everything. We see his
authority in the history of Israel in the Old Testament as he defeats the power of the
greatest nation on earth at the time, Egypt, to bring his people out of captivity. His
kingship is seen in the establishment of the nation of Israel and the giving of the 10
Commandments in Exodus 20 and then the rest of the law, that was intended to be the
basis of their national identity as the people of God. But Jesus was not limiting the



kingdom of God to the Old Testament experience of the people of Israel as the religious
and political leaders of Israel in Jesus’ day did. Jesus made the bold claim that he is the
fulfillment of the kingdom of God. So, he says in verse 15, The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand-:- His presence on the earth really marks the culmination of
what God was doing in the Old Testament. The focus was never supposed to be on a
particular country of people, but on the one coming through those people who would
make it possible for anyone to become a part of the kingdom that God is building. Jesus
presented the kingdom of God as something that anyone who comes to God in
repentance and faith can enter into and be a part of. But to enter that kingdom, you
must go in by Jesus himself, because as one commentator put it, “In Jesus of Nazareth
the kingdom of God makes a personal appearance.”

There is a lot more to say about the kingdom of God, and there are arguments back and
forth in theology over what the kingdom is and how much of the kingdom of God is on
earth right now. | don’t want to get into a lot of that, but let me just say that this is one
of those areas, where the gospel as proclaimed by Jesus seems to be clear that in some
way the kingdom of God has already come in Jesus Christ. But when we read the book
of Revelation, it is also clear that a fully realized physical reign of Christ over a new
heaven and new earth is waiting for us in the future. So, it is best to think of the
kingdom of God in terms that we have discussed many times as “already, but not yet.”
We are already a part of the kingdom of God through Jesus Christ, but we do not yet
experience the full glory of that kingdom because of the impact of sin in this world. This
is what Paul is describing in Romans 8. Romans 8:18-22 says, For | consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons
of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him
who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know
that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.
There is a coming glory that awaits us in a fully realized kingdom of God that will make
all the suffering of our present experience seem like nothing in the eternal experience of
being a son or daughter of God. It will make everything here on earth seem like the pains
of birth that end with the joy filled experience of baby coming into this world. This idea
of the kingdom of God being part of the gospel message is a glorious and wonderful
truth of what it means to be a disciple. Because the kingdom of God is what you are
gaining. As we continue reading the next few verses and see what the commitment of a
disciple looks like, we can too easily look at it as a life of simply giving up what you enjoy
about life here on earth. But this knowledge that we become part of the eternal kingdom
of God and his work in this world through Jesus Christ:--this is what we gain. Salvation is
not about giving up good things, it is about gaining the best thing, the eternal thing, the
relationship with our Creator God, the king of the universe.

Then in verse 16, we are introduced the first 4 men who responded to this message and
became followers of Jesus, his first disciples. '° Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he
saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were
fishermen. '" And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of
men.” '® And immediately they left their nets and followed him. '* And going on a little
farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat
mending the nets. * And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee



in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. Remember that Mark is Peter’s
story, so it makes sense that a book of his experiences with Christ and what it meant to
follow him, would start with his call to be a disciple. Simon was Peter’s name before
Jesus changed it later, and along with his brother Andrew, he was a fisherman. Then
there were two other brothers probably in the same fishing area named James and John
who were also called at that time. Now what is the significance of 4 fishermen being the
first ones Jesus called? The Sea of Galilee, located here on the map on the screen, was
well known for its delicious fish, not just in Israel, but around the Roman Empire. Fishing
was a huge business, and there were at least 19 different fishing piers and boat
launches around the Sea of Galilee. Fishing was a lot of hard work, using nets, and these
men were in one sense very blue collar workman. But they also were likely shrewd
businessmen, as they would sell their fish at market and negotiate for the best prices
and business relationships. But what these men were not, were the religious experts of
the day. They had all grown up Jewish, so they had undoubtedly been raised and knew
the religious requirements and understanding of the Old Testament as interpreted
through the religious leaders. But it is unlikely that they were particularly spiritual men.
They were focused on making a living and getting a better catch of fish than the day
before. So, why them? Why did Jesus call them? That question gets to the heart of the
call to discipleship. And the first aspect of this call to discipleship we need to
understand is that Jesus is the subject of our call to discipleship. These disciples were
not searching for Jesus, he searches for them. And while their religious background is
rooted in the Old Testament law, Jesus does not base his call on their religious
background or even on the name of God himself, but instead, he specifically calls them
to “follow me.” This shows his authority as the Messiah and even points to his Deity. We
have to be clear that being a disciple is to follow Jesus. We are not called to a religion,
but to a relationship with Jesus Christ. He calls us and seeks us out to be in relationship
with him.

But secondly, this call to discipleship is a call to service. Being a disciple is not a life of
asceticism and spending the rest of your days just reading the Bible and singing hymns.
Notice Jesus says to them, “Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of men.”
There is a goal in following Jesus, and it is a calling to serve Jesus. And what an amazing
service, to be fishers of men. He was going to take these men who were good at
catching fish to feed people and teach them how to live and proclaim that same gospel
of the kingdom of God through repentance and faith that he was proclaiming. Through
that, they would seek to bring (or catch in fishing terms) other men and women to be
followers of Christ as well. We haven’t even gotten to the Great Commission yet, which
comes before Jesus ascends into Heaven. But Jesus is already saying that a disciple is
one seeking to make other disciples. And that calling on our lives has to be narrowly
focused so that everything in our lives is done in such a way that that calling becomes
our priority. Look what these men gave up in order to follow Christ and his call to serve
him. James and John left their father. The call to discipleship is the call to put Jesus
above family, above job, above everything. Of course you still have those things, but the
call of Jesus outweighs and even influences how you interact with each of those aspects
of your life, whether it is family or work or other circles of influence. Fishing nets are
good things that represent their jobs, families are even better things, but the call of God
is to leave your former commitments and be completely devoted to following Christ.



But there is a third aspect to this call, and it is that the call of Jesus is obeyed in
community with others. These disciples are called by name. They are not a faceless
crowd. They are personally chosen to follow Jesus together as a community of disciples.
There is no New Testament understanding of a Christian who lives their Christian life
outside the community of other disciples:-- in other words, outside of the church. Think
about all the things these disciples did together. They ate together with Jesus. They
worshipped together at the temple with Jesus. They served together in miraculous ways
like feeding thousands of people with just a few fish and pieces of bread. They prayed
together with Jesus. They slept where he slept. They went together where he went. This
bonded them as a community, really as a family as nothing else possibly could. This is
reflecting to us what church is supposed to be. It is a community of disciples of
followers of Christ, growing together as we spend time with our Savior Jesus Christ. No
matter what your other relationships are like, the church should be where you find loving
deep honest relationships that will support you like no other. Jesus knows you intimately
by name, and intends that you be part of a body that seeks to know you and love you in
the way that he does.

Our call is to follow Jesus, just as the call of these first disciples of Christ. Their
response was immediate. They dropped what they were doing to follow Jesus, to be a
part of the kingdom of God that was being built in and through Jesus Christ. Are you
willing to do the same? Are you willing to leave behind any other commitments to
completely follow Jesus and be on his mission of “fishing for men,” seeking to make
other disciples and bring them into the kingdom of God as well? If you have never
repented of your sin and trusted in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, then you can’t
respond to that call to be a disciple because you are still outside the kingdom of God.
Today God is calling to you as Jesus called to the disciples, to follow Jesus. Would you
do what they did and respond today? Repent of your sin and follow Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord. Become one of his disciples and enter into his kingdom which is so
much better than anything we can experience here on this earth. Let’s pray.



