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Mark 1:21-28 Jesus’s Authority

There are many types of authority and authority figures in this world. All of us at various
levels are under authority of some kind. That may be teachers, it may be parents
depending on your age. It could be an employer. And even if you are self-employed, just
try not paying your taxes and see how quickly the government exerts its authority into
your life! There are people who are recognized as authority figures who do not have
titles in front of their names or specific roles which give them authority, and those
people are usually greatly respected and listened to not based on their positional
authority, but on their words and actions which show them to be an expert in something
who should be listened to. In today’s passage in Mark, we see Jesus exert that type of
authority into his ministry. As God, he could have come to earth and in an incredible
display of authority uprooted the Roman emperor and taken a worldwide throne over the
earth. But that wasn’t the authority he wanted to use. In fact, he came to do exactly the
opposite of what people expect of someone with vast power and positional authority.
Philippians 2:6-8 says, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, [meaning he was God]
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. Jesus gave up his positional authority when he took on flesh and became human,
but because of the authority that he exerted his words and his actions, people followed
him and believed in him. Those same words and actions should motivate us to follow
Jesus Christ even today.

Let’s begin reading at verse 21 of Mark 1 and see first the authority in his words.

21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the
synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he
taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. We don’t know how long
this was after Jesus called at least his first 4 disciples, but it seems long enough that he
had become known as a religious teacher. Those would have been the only people asked
to teach at the synagogue during the Sabbath day worship service. The synagogues
were local places of Jewish worship that were located in villages in towns outside of
Jerusalem for people to worship who could not come to Jerusalem every week for
Sabbath worship. It was very common for well known teachers to be invited in to teach
in the synagogues when they came through town, and this shows that this actual event
likely took place a bit later in his ministry.

The key to Jesus’s teaching, though, is how he taught. You have to understand what the
typical way of teaching was for the Jewish Rabbis. Even today, if you attend a Jewish
Shabbat service, Rabbis will teach the same way. They quote from other Rabbis to
support whatever point they are making, so that basically, with everything they say, they
want it to be based on the authority of other well-known teachers throughout history.
Jesus was different. His authority he based his teaching on, was his own. While is typical
with Mark, we don’t actually hear any of Jesus’ teaching here, but in Matthew 7:24-29,
we can get a taste of what they were hearing. Matthew 7:24-29 says, * “Everyone then
who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his
house on the rock. > And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. ** And
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand.” And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds



blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” * And when
Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, # for he was
teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. Even in his teaching,
using just words, he was pointing people to the difference between himself and the
religious leaders. | mentioned it before, but really what Jesus is showing is the difference
between following him and following a religion. He wants disciples who follow him, who
listen to his teaching and his words. He is not pointing anyone to other Rabbi’s words,
he says very directly, “everyone:--who hears these words of MINE and does them will be
a like a wise man--”

But while in the synagogue teaching, another event happens that shows his authority
and goes beyond just words. Look at verses 23-27. * And immediately there was in their
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, * “What have you to do with
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are—the Holy
One of God.” ®But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” ** And
the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of

him. ¥ And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying,
“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits,
and they obey him.” While this event starts with the authority in Jesus’s words, we see
now Jesus’s authority in his acts. And what an incredible action that shows his
authority. A demon possessed man shows up in their meeting. And if you ever wanted
proof of Jesus’s deity, his identity as God himself, the fact that Satan’s demons, or as
Mark calls them here, “unclean spirits” recognize him as that is incredible proof. Some
people put too much emphasis on evil spirits or demonic activity, while probably in our
circles of churches, we may not put enough. The Bible is clear that Demons and Satan
who they seem to work for do have power to some extent, even significant power. They
can harm people physically. Matthew 12:22 tell us, 22 Then a demon-oppressed man
who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke
and saw. They can control people and give them superhuman abilities. Acts 19:13-16
shows this. ° Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name
of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus
whom Paul proclaims.” '*Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing
this. '°But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus | know, and Paul | recognize, but who
are you?”'® And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of
them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.
They can possess people as a group. Luke 8:2 mentions this. 2 and also some women
who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom
seven demons had gone out:-- We may see this in verse 24 here as well, where the
demon uses the plural personal pronoun, “us.” John 12:31 even seems to indicate that
Satan himself is in some way is in control of this world, and is behind the evil and sin we
see so clearly everywhere. John 12:31 says, 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now
will the ruler of this world be cast out. So, clearly, these demons have powers that are
superhuman, and greater than that of human beings. But, when your enemies are forced
to acknowledge your identity and power, then you are the one with greater authority
than them.

And that was the position these demons were in when facing Jesus. When Jesus told
them, “Be silent, and come out of him!”, they had to obey. The demon did not do this
willingly. While leaving, he made the man convulse and scream, but he had to obey



Jesus’s authority. It was this action, that convinced the people listening to his teaching,
of his authority. Now, Jesus tells the demon to be quiet, although, in reality, the demon
is speaking the truth that many of those listening did not yet understand or accept -
that Jesus was the Messiah, the holy one of God. So why does he command the demon
to be silent about that? It actually happens many times in the gospels where Jesus either
tells demons or those he is helping to keep silent about who he is. There are two
possibilities, and both are coming from a place of understanding his purpose here on
earth. He may not want to be known for the miraculous actions of healing or casting out
demons, but keep the focus on his main mission of redemption. All of those miraculous
actions reinforce the truth of what he is saying, but they are not the point of his coming.
Secondly, it very well could be that until the cross and the resurrection, the true nature
of Jesus was not supposed to be known. Either way, the point here is that all it takes is
a simple direct rebuke from Jesus Christ, the source of absolute authority, and the
demon has to leave. There is no long incantation. There is no magic spells or religious
objects. There is simply the spoken word of Jesus Christ, who is God himself, that this
demon must obey.

And at the irrefutable proof of the authority of Jesus Christ, the people who hear his
words and see his actions cannot help but talk about him. Verse 28 says, And at once
his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. For those
who have experienced Jesus first hand, and seen his power and authority, they cannot
keep Jesus to themselves. This is a mark of being a disciple. A life changed by Jesus will
share Jesus with others. The reason many times we are hesitant to talk about Jesus is
because our lives have not been impacted by his words and authority to the extent that
these first disciples were. Now, of course the people in that synagogue that day had the
benefit of hearing Jesus and seeing his authority first hand. We don’t have that today,
SO in a way it makes sense that our lives might not be changed to the extent of these
first hearers and disciples. That would be true except for one thing. His authority was
exhibited by his words and actions, both of which are completely available to us
today.

We know Jesus’s words because his words are God’s words. It’s the reason he could tell
them in Matthew to obey his words, because they come directly from God. In this book,
the Bible, we have the very words of God divinely inspired and preserved so that we can
know the mind of God, and in that way, know Jesus, the Son of God as well. 2Timothy
3:16-17 says, 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may
be complete, equipped for every good work. Some Bibles have red letters in the gospels
to show the words of Jesus, but what you need to understand is that Jesus himself
never separates his words from the rest of the Scriptures. Paul’s words breathed out by
God through him in First Corinthians carry just as much authority as the words Jesus
spoke in the Sermon on the Mount. So when we read the Bible, we know Christ better.
We know his priorities better. We come to recognize his authority more because we see
his identification as God. We come to know his heart that he has for us, his followers.
And because the nature of the Bible is that it is God’s Word, then it has to be
trustworthy and authoritative, just like Jesus’s words. We use the simple term inerrancy
to describe the nature of the Word of God because it comes from an absolutely perfect
God. That means that all these stories of the power of Jesus Christ that demonstrated
to the original people involved that he had the authority of God on his life are completely



true. They speak to us in the same way as the original followers of Christ saw them to
demonstrate to us the authority that Jesus Christ has and should have in our own lives.

If even demons responded to the authority of Jesus with obedience, then shouldn’t that
be our response as well. The first step of obedience is responding to his message of
repentance and faith in him for salvation. Without Jesus as your Savior, then you may
recognize his authority, but not actually follow that authority. There are many people
who are willing to say that Jesus was a great philosopher, or a great religious figure like
the Buddha, Siddartha Gautama or Muhammed. And many of the people in the
synagogue that day who went and told others about their experience with Jesus did not
actually become true followers of Jesus, more like admirers of Jesus. Today, you may be
here in the same situation. You know about Jesus. Maybe you hear about him every
week here in church, but have still not obeyed his authority and repented of your sins
and entrusted your life to him as your Lord and Savior. Today can be the day you
respond to his authority with faith and repentance. Christians who claim to follow Christ,
when we get a true picture of the authority of Jesus Christ then we will be a part of
spreading his fame, which is simply telling others about him. When was the last time you
opened your mouth to tell a friend, a co-worker, a family member about Jesus? What
are you doing to spread Jesus’s fame? What are we as a church doing to spread Jesus’s
fame? Let’s respond to the authority of Jesus and spread his fame throughout
Yokohama, Japan, and the world. Let’s pray.



