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Mark 1:35-39 Staying on Mission

In the military or any large organization really, ideally you want a game plan that shows
your purpose. In other words, in military terms you want a mission, an objective to
accomplish. In a combat environment, there are hundreds and possibly thousands of
different military units involved in accomplishing that mission and each part relies on the
other units doing their missions so that the overall objective can be reached. If one unit
goes off and does its own thing without following its mission, that will affect the other
units around them and could end up causing the entire mission to fail. But in the fog of
war, it is easy to get distracted from that primary mission since there is an enemy trying
to stop you from accomplishing that mission. As followers of Christ, we are on mission
as well, and we also have an enemy who tries to get us distracted from that mission.
That mission is based on Christ’s mission. We follow him in the mission he started and
called us to. In today’s passage in Mark 1:35-39, we see Jesus and what he does to
stay focused on his mission. Today, we have and should utilize those same spiritual
resources to stay on our mission that Christ’s call on our lives has given to us. Let’s
read this passage as we begin. ** And rising very early in the morning, while it was still
dark, he departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. * And Simon
and those who were with him searched for him, ¥ and they found him and said to

him, “Everyone is looking for you.” ** And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next
towns, that | may preach there also, for that is why | came out.” * And he went
throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.

While Mark’s style doesn’t always make the timeline clear, it does seem here that this
passage is intended for us to see this happening right on the heels of the passage
before this where Jesus healed Peter’s mother in law. Remember that he and his
disciples were in Capernaeum, where he had healed Simon Peter’s mother in law and
then people heard about it and many had gathered to see him heal and cast out demons
and be healed themselves. Now it is likely the next morning, very early, because it is still
dark. Jesus goes out to a place where no one else is to do one specific thing — pray. This
is significant. There are only three places in Mark where we see Jesus pray. Here,
following the feeding of the 5000, and in the Garden of Gethsemane right before his
death. All three of these contain the same elements. They occur at night. They happen
in a solitary place where he can be alone. And they happen during a time of opposition
to Jesus’s ministry. Now this opposition to his ministry is a key point of this sermon, and
we will be discussing it in a bit. But first we need to see that for Jesus, staying on
mission meant FIRST spending time in prayer.

Think about this for a minute. Jesus is God. He is God the Son. He is in eternal constant
communion and fellowship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. But still, Jesus,
in his humanity went out of his way to find a quiet place to spend time talking to His
Father, who is also our Father if we follow Jesus Christ. If Jesus himself needed this in
his humanity, how much more do we need prayer in our lives. In Ephesians 6:13-17, the
Apostle Paul tells believers that we should be prepared to do spiritual warfare by putting
on our spiritual armor that will allow us to stand against Satan and press forward in the
mission that God has called us to. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14
Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate
of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by
the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you



can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God::- Many versions will then separate
verse 18 from those verses, but it actually is tied completely to the spiritual armor.
Verse 18 says, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To
that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.

Prayer is what should be happening at every step in this process of arming ourselves for
spiritual warfare. As we put on our spiritual armor, we do it all with prayer that we will
be empowered by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God to stand up to the
temptations of Satan and be victorious in this spiritual war we are engaged in. Prayer
wraps itself completely around our armor. Prayer is encouraged and even commanded all
through the Word of God. 1Thessalonians 5:17 even says, 17 pray without ceasing---
This speaks of being in a constant state of prayer. It is acknowledging that everywhere
you go, anytime of the day, you are not alone. God the Holy Spirit is present with you.
And just like you would carry on a conversation with another person you were around all
day, God is no different. We should be in this type of ongoing conversation, prayer, to
him all day. It is more than just one set time, but by Jesus’s own example, it should be
regular times of specific uninterrupted prayer. Do you have that quiet place, do you have
that time with God where you talk to him and pour out your heart to him, and hopefully it
includes listening to him as you meditate on God’s Word? | know that for me there are
too many times where I’'m tempted to say I’m too busy for that today. | may not say that
with words, but the way | prioritize my actions throughout the day say that. That is
probably the biggest challenge we face in this modern world. But as we will see, Jesus
does what he has to do in order to make this time for prayer. He was up late busy the
night before this, and as the passage continues, his time is even cut short because of
his business on this day as well. But prayer was so important to him that sleep lost out
to his need for prayer. If we are going to stick to the mission that God has given us of
following Christ and building the kingdom of God by being faithful to make disciples,
then it will require us to be people of prayer.

But then we see Jesus’s time of prayer get interrupted by the disciples. Verses 36-37
say, * And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, * and they found him
and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” Once again it is Simon Peter who is seen
doing the interrupting, and really this is putting Peter in a negative light. There are two
similar ideas in these verses. First the disciples are “searching” for Jesus. Then they tell
Jesus that the people are “looking” for him. Now this sounds like it is a good thing, but
these words typically have a negative meaning nearly everywhere they are used in the
New Testament. They typically carry the meaning of searching for someone intending to
do them harm. Now, of course, the disciples don’t intend to hard Jesus, nor do the
people want to see Jesus in order to harm him, at least at this point. But the reason that
the author, Mark, under the authority of the Holy Spirit chose to use these particular
words in this way was to show that the reasons for wanting to find Jesus were not pure.
They were searching for the wrong reasons. This is the opposition to Jesus’s ministry
that | was talking about when | said that the three times Jesus prayed, it always involved
opposition. This opposition is subtle. It is not as clear cut as people actively plotting to
kill him will be later. But this apparent need that the Peter and the other disciples see for
Jesus to respond to the people’s desires to see him is actually them missing the point of
his mission and trying to push him to do something that is not the point of his being on
earth.



Of course, none of these people looking for him were thinking that they were pulling him
away from his mission. In fact, to them, they were showing their love for him. They just
wanted to experience more of his power. Remember, this follows on from the night
before where Jesus had healed a woman then likely spent hours casting out demons and
healing many people who kept showing up at Peter’s house. They love Jesus, but for the
wrong reasons. They actually were missing his purpose in coming to earth, and if Jesus
spent his time catering to their desires to see and experience miracles, then he would
have been off course on his reason for being on earth. What the disciples failed to
understand, and many times unfortunately, we today in churches fail to grasp is that
just gathering a crowd of people who want to see an event is not a sign of success or
even an aid to the ministry and mission we are called to. These were distractions to
Jesus’s ministry, rather than the point of Jesus’s ministry. For Jesus staying on mission
meant SECONDLY not getting distracted by good ministry opportunities. He did not
confuse the people’s enthusiasm over seeing his miracles with true faith in him as their
Messiah and Savior. In fact, Jesus saw their demands on his time as opposing true faith.

This is why as this event concludes, Jesus stays focused on his primary mission. Look at
verses 38 -39. * And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that | may
preach there also, for that is why | came out.” * And he went throughout all Galilee,
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. To stay any longer in a town that
had already heard Jesus’s message of repentance and faith would actually take away
from his mission of preaching the gospel and calling people to repent and believe in
himself as the Messiah. Jesus never waivered. As we see the THIRD way he stayed on
mission was to keep going. The appeal of crowds following him did not appeal to him or
cause him any doubt about what he should do. He didn’t come to be a faith healing act
that people would come watch. He did those things because he was God, to prove that
he was their Messiah. But the people were not coming to him in real faith in him as
Messiah, but wanting to see a show or to have diseases healed. Fully relying on God the
Father’s plan and purpose, whom he regularly spoke to in prayer, he did not get
sidetracked by these other opportunities and just kept going with his mission. Instead of
staying there where crowds wanted to see a show, and perhaps be the first to try to
make him an earthly king even, Jesus leaves Capernaeum (Circled ON THE MAP in red)
and goes through all the rest of the towns of the bigger area of Galilee (in Orange). In
those towns, it is true that he did things like cast our demons. He showed them his
power as Messiah, because it proved his primary reason for being there - preaching the
gospel. He went into all their places of worship, and just as he had everywhere else,
taught the people that he was the Messiah, he was the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy. As we have seen several times in this book already, He preached that they
could be saved if they would repent of their sins and believe in him.

The disciples here made a serious error. They wanted Jesus to take advantage of his
popularity and perform more miracles. But that was not his mission. In our church, we
are all followers of Christ, and each one of us sees good opportunities for ways to
minister and serve. But we should always be asking, how does that contribute to our
overall mission of glorifying God by seeing new believers and new churches come into
existence?... to briefly summarize our vision statement. It is the Great Commission that
should we should be seeking to fulfill both as individual followers of Christ and as His
Church. It is so easy to get distracted as individuals and as a church with little things,



even good things, but then having those things take us off our mission. Jesus’s primary
mission was not to be a miracle worker, but to be a redeemer. That is who he wants to
be for you today. The greatest miracle that Jesus performed on earth and still performs
today is not healing the sick or casting out demons, although he still can do both of
those. But it is raising sinners who are spiritually dead back to new life in himself, in
Jesus Christ. This comes when you repent of your sins and follow Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior. If you have never done that, will you do that today?

For those who are followers of Jesus Christ, who have repented of sin and believe in
Jesus as Lord and Savior, and been baptized in obedience to him, | invite you to join with
us in this communion meal today. | like to do this before business meetings, better called
member’s meetings because this meal unites us as a church in the one thing we all share
in common. We are sinners, and Christ died for our sin. His body was broken, and his
blood was shed for us. All our differences and disagreements are small when compared
with what we share in Jesus. This was his purpose in coming-:-to become our redeemer
by dying for us. If you do not know Jesus as Savior and Lord or have not followed him in
obedience by being baptized, then | would ask you to not participate in this meal. After |
pray, the Deacons will serve the bread and the juice from the 4 corners of the
sanctuary, and we will eat and drink together. Let’s pray.



