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Philippians 1:1-2 To the Saints at YIBC

| want to take a break from our regular study of Mark today, and spend some time
addressing each part of the Body of Christ today. Philipppians 1:1-2 is the passage |
want us to look at. In this sanctuary today, we have 4 groups of people, and three of
them are referenced directly in this passage and the 4" is addressed by not being
included in the others. Today, our worship service is about commissioning and affirming
each of these groups in the church. Let me just tell you the 4 groups and then address
each one. First, there is the church, the entire Body of Christ that is part of YIBC. Then
we have the Elders. And now by God’s grace, we have two additional Elders that God
has raised up who we will lay hands on and ordain to their new role today. We also see
the Deacons in this passage, and God has blessed us with 3 new Deacons to ordain to
their roles today as well. Then there is a 4™ group that is left out, but is addressed by
their absence - those who may be here today that are not Elders, Deacons or the Body
of Christ. | want to talk to you too. Let’s read our passage today, which are Paul’s
words of greeting to the church in the town of Philippi. Philippians 1:1-2 says, Paul and
Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi,
with the overseers and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Of course, this is Paul’s usual opening of his letters. He introduces himself and in this
case his companion Timothy since he is with him at this point and seems to be known by
the church. In his greeting to this church, he addresses three groups. Notice first he
says, “To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi---” Then he says, “with the
overseers (which we will see are Elders) and deacons.” The first group addressed,
Saints, is the entire church. Everyone one of us who knows Jesus Christ is a Saint. The
assumption by Paul’s address is that the church is made up of those who have been
made right with God through Jesus Christ and are now Saints or “holy ones” in God’s
eyes. The title Saint does not refer to our possession of personal holiness, but to our
status before God through our relationship with Jesus Christ. We are clothed in Jesus
Christ holiness or righteousness, which makes us a Saint, a holy one. We see this idea in
many places in Scripture. Isaiah 61:10 says, | will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul
shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest
with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. Galatians
3:26-27 says, “*for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. ? For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Just one more illustration of this
in Revelation 19:7-8 we read, Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; °it was granted
her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous
deeds of the saints. We don’t have a place in heaven clothed in whatever we want to
wear. We only receive our eternal place at God’s table when we wear the clothing of
righteousness that he himself provides. And that righteousness, that holiness that
makes us a saint or a holy one comes through putting on Jesus Christ through salvation.

| want to point out that Paul addresses the church as a whole before addressing the
Elders and Deacons. When | looked at the other letters of Paul to churches, this is the
only letter to a church where he even addresses the leadership directly in the opening. It
seems important then that he addresses the church first before the leadership of the
church. Today we are going to give special recognition to our Elders and our Deacons by



setting them aside through the laying on of hands. This is based in part on Acts 13:2-3
where we read, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called
them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.
But to the Elders and Deacons, let me say this, before we even address your office in
these verses. We are first all part of his church the Body of Christ before we are an
office within the church. Our highest designation is Saint not Elder or Deacon. There can
be no pride or arrogance that comes from being recognized for leadership within the
body of Christ, if we recognize our highest position as one of being dead to ourselves,
but alive in Christ and made a Saint before God through Christ’s effort and not our own.
So, today, while we will set apart these Elders and Deacons for specific leadership within
the church, that is not the most significant part of our service. The most significant part
of our service will take place after that where | am asking all of you who are members to
affirm your commitment along with the Elders and Deacons to the Body of Christ at
YIBC by signing our new Membership Covenant as a sign of that commitment.

But of course, as | pointed out, in a special case here in Philippians, Paul does go out of
his way to greet specifically the church leadership of both Overseers and Deacons. Now,
of course, he does not get into a lot of details, but | want to address our two Elders
from this verse today, because | think even in this short introduction, Paul has
something to say to us as Elders. First notice, he doesn’t use the primary New
Testament term for Pastors, Elder or PRESBUTEROS in the original language. Instead,
he uses the term Overseer or EPISKOPQOS. Hiro and Grant, we as elders are called to
oversee as shepherds the church of Jesus Christ. We will be held to account for how we
shepherd those whom God has called to be part of his church at YIBC. We see this idea
of accountability and leadership and oversight in Hebrews 13:17 17 Obey your leaders
and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have
to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of
no advantage to you. Of course, our role involves leadership of the church who
ultimately collectively oversee even our leadership. But what type of leadership is God
going to hold us as under-shepherds of the church accountable for. 1Peter 5:2-3 says,
?shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but

eagerly; °not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. |
want to go back to how Paul introduced himself and Timothy, who were Elders
themselves. Timothy was at least at one point an Elder, likely similar to a Lead Elder or
Pastor in Ephesus. And Paul was of course, an Apostle who started numerous churches
where he would have served as an Elder until moving on to plant the next church. In his
introduction of himself and Timothy he says they are “servants of Christ Jesus.” This
word servants is not the same as the word Diaconos or Deacon that is sometimes
translated servant. The word he used is DOULOS or slave. Paul viewed himself and his
leadership as that of a slave of Jesus Christ. How can we as Elders keep ourselves from
becoming domineering in leadership or doing ministry for the wrong reasons? It is by
reminding ourselves of our true calling and ultimate Master. We are first of all Saints
together with the Body of Christ, and we serve not ourselves, but our Lord Jesus Christ
as his bondservant or slave to do his will for his glory in how we shepherd the sheep
that God has called together into one Body at YIBC. This should characterize our
ministry as Pastors, as Elders and help us to not only lead well, but to also submit well
to the ultimate authority of Jesus and the collective authority of the Church as a whole.



And let me say those same things to the Deacons. There are two distinct offices in the
church. According to the book of Acts, the first Deacons were chosen to take ministry
responsibilities off the backs of the Elders so that they could focus on two things, prayer
and the ministry of the Word. So in what we believe to be a Biblical understanding of
your role as Deacons, we ask you to lead in the ministries of our church and practical
concerns of our church under the authority of the Elders so that we as Elders can focus
on prayer and the ministry of the Word. But as with the Elders, you are first of all and
above all, a Saint, a part of the church Body. And in this body, all of us, Elders, Deacons
and Members, submit to each other out of love in order to show Christ to the world
around us. John 13:35 says, By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another." Your leadership is loving service to those who you lead in
various aspects of ministry. Your leadership is serving the Body of Christ in ways that
may not put you behind a pulpit, but are essential to making disciples. Things like
ensuring are building and grounds are clean and well kept make guests who need to
hear the gospel comfortable coming into our facilities. Making sure there are nursery
workers makes it possible for parents to be able to worship and grow in their faith
without distraction for a couple of hours each Sunday morning. Making sure that each
language group in our church is feeling connected to the church is vitally important in
our multicultural context. Having well trained greeters and ushers who make people feel
welcome and cared for from the moment they enter our property makes it possible for
the Elders to not have to worry that we are the only ones greeting guests, and maintain
focus on the worship that will happen. Of course the Elders are a part of all of these
things in some way, but it is Deacons who oversee and organize these ministries. And
what would our worship be like without Deacon leadership to organize all of the
musicians and print out music and put lyrics together on the screen. Deacons whatever
role you serve in, you are necessary to the life of this church, and God is using your
leadership in ways that help us bring glory to God and fulfill the Great Commission.

But | included verse 2 for a reason. Verse 2 says, 2 Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Now of course, this could just be a considered a
standard greeting that we could overlook, but | want you to think about the deep
important truth that this conveys. Grace and Peace come from God through the Lord
Jesus Christ. Whether we are members, Deacons or Elders, we cannot fulfill our calling
as a member of the Body of Christ without the Grace of God on our lives. We were
spiritually dead sinners before God reached out to us in love and sent Jesus Christ to
die on a cross for our sins. Jesus’s death makes peace with God our Creator who we are
in rebellion to because of our sin. So for all of us to fulfill our role within the Body of
Christ, we must look to Jesus to fulfill that call on our lives. We cannot do it in our own
strength. We are saved by grace and we live by grace. 2Peter 3:18 says, 18 But grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now
and forever! Amen. We must continue to grow in our understanding of how much we
need Jesus. Grace is not a one time thing that gives us new life, although it does just
that. God’s grace is an ongoing outpouring of his undeserved kindness towards us that
allows us grow more like Christ every day. This has to be what fuels our service in the
Body of Christ. But remember | said that there are 4 groups here today. And that last
group:--+ Saints, Elders, Deacons and finally those who are not Saints. You have not
accepted Jesus Christ. God’s grace is ready to accept you today and make you one of
his own holy ones, one of his Saints. But it only is accessed through faith in Jesus Christ
as your Savior and Lord. By repenting of your sin and trusting in Jesus Christ as your



Lord and Savior, you can become part of His Body, part of his church and experience
the joy that comes with being his Saint. Or you can continue to just observe from the
outside and yes, experience the love we have for you because of Jesus, but miss the
glorious life of being part of the Body of Christ as a Saint of God. Would you become
one of us, would you accept Christ and experience the grace of God? Would you move
from being outside, SOTO, to being inside, UCHI, and be accepted into his family and
made holy as a Saint through Jesus Christ? Let’s pray.



