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While We Wait: Advent Isaiah 2:1-5 Waiting for Peace

At around 6:30 in the morning on October 7 of this year, Hamas, an Islamic Terrorist
organization that governs parts of the Gaza strip made a devastating attack on Israel
that resulted in the largest death toll of Jews since the Second World War. In a single
day, 859 Israeli civiliansand at least 345 Israeli soldiers and policemen were killed.
Around 200 lIsraeli civilians and soldiers were taken as hostages to the Gaza Strip, of
which the number of kidnapped children is about 30. Israel of course has retaliated
against Hamas by invading Gaza and it is possible up to 10000 deaths have happened
since then in Gaza, as Hamas embeds itself in the population. Of course, there are many
different viewpoints on this war, and even in our church, | am certain we would not all be
in agreement. Today’s message is timely to this situation. Our subject and focus for this
second week of advent is peace, which is clearly not the situation in our world. And that
lack of peace exists in more places in our world than just the Middle East. Russia and
Ukraine, internal terrorism problems in places like Nigeria, violence and crime all over the
world, ongoing tension in places like Taiwan and China, North Korea and South Korea,
both of which affect us here in Japan.

So, today, | want to look at a wonderful promise in Isaiah that gives us reason to believe
that peace will come in the future. And while at Advent, we focus on our wait for the
return of Christ, one aspect of the hope that we discussed last week is that there will be
a day where the wars and violence that plague this world because of sin will end in a
state of peace. Our passage is Isaiah 2:1-5. And this passage starts off in a way that
may be connected to what is happening in Israel today. Several of you have asked me
about this situation, so | hope to lay out some biblical principles in this message and for
those who may want to get into this even more, we will spend some time during the
Sunday School hour talking about it more in depth. So, let’s begin by reading the first
part of this passage verses 1-3. The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem. It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the
house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, *and many peoples shall
come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. This path to
peace that these verses tell us the prophet Isaiah is seeing, is said to originate from the
city of Jerusalem, which was located in the southern kingdom of Judah. This term “latter
days” is used to describe the period of the end times. And any time you discuss the
theology or study of the end times, which is called eschatology, you end up with a lot of
differing opinions which are all secondary issues or even third level issues in the Bible,
and not core to the gospel in any way. So, | will tell you that as someone who reads
Revelation 20 literally as a thousand year period of peace on earth where Jesus has a
literal reign during what is called the Millennium, | think this is the period that this
prophecy is referring to. Revelation 20:1-3 says, 20 Then | saw an angel coming down
from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And
he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him
for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so
that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended.
After that he must be released for a little while. While | think this is referring to the
Millenium, | also believe it could just as easily refer to the eternal state in a new heaven
and new earth described in Revelation 21:1-2, 21 Then | saw a new heaven and a new



earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. Even those who would be Amillenial in
their views or Post Millenial would agree that the eternal state will be a time of absolute
peace.

Whether this picture is of a millennium or the eternal state isn’t really the issue. What is
the issue is that under the reign of Christ from this city of Jerusalem, peace will come to
all the nations. Let’s go ahead and see that in the next 2 verses and then come back to
these first 3 verses. *He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for
many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore. ° O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. There is coming
a day where Jerusalem will not be the center of war and a focal point for hatred, but
instead that city will become what it was always intended to be. It was to be a place
where the world comes and finds justice and peace from the Lord, who in the New
Testament is identified as Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1 makes it clear that God the Father
made God the Son, Jesus Christ, the true king. Ephesians 1:20-21 says, That he [God
the Father] worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one
to come. And this idea of the nations coming to the temple in Jerusalem to worship God
fulfills God’s original purpose for the temple and Jerusalem and the greater nation of
Israel. The temple in Jesus’s time on earth had what was called the court of the gentiles
where non-Jews were specifically allowed to worship. And when you go back to the
original temple in Solomon’s day, it was built differently, but scholars generally agree
that anyone could enter and worship who followed Jewish customs and kept the
Sabbath no matter what nationality they were. God wanted people to come and worship
him from all nations, and the nation of Israel provided the focal point for the place where
that worship happened and in some sense will happen in the future.

Now of course, this is prophetic language that is meant to paint a picture of the future.
While the temple mount or Mount Zion in the Old Testament is the highest point in the
city of Jerusalem, it is not exactly the center of the world where nations are running to.
And the current nation of Israel, while made up of many if not mostly Jewish people, is
not the same as the Biblical people of God. | know that we may not all agree on that, but
| would say based on Romans 9-11 that the people of God are not and actually never
were based on ethnicity, it is based on those who actually follow and worship God.
Romans 9:6-7 partially says, ---For not all who are descended from Israel belong to
Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring-:- He points
this out because he describes that the majority of the people of Israel are rejecting their
God because they had rejected Jesus. So, in Romans 10:9, he makes clear that salvation
is not based on ethnicity but instead, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. And
building on that, Paul says in chapter 11 of Romans that God has elected a remnant, in
other words, a small but definite number of Jews to salvation. Romans 11:5-7 says, 5
So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it
is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace. 7 What
then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were



hardened:-- But what we also see in Romans 11 is that the elect people of God are not
just Israelites or Jews, but are gentiles. Speaking of Israel, Paul says in verse 11 of
Romans 11, So | ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means!
Rather, through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel
jealous. He describes the people of God as being branches attached to a vine that |
interpret to be Jesus Christ. The believing Jewish remnant is the natural branch on the
vine while the gentiles are a grafted in branch, so we have no place for boasting in our
relationship with God. So, in Romans 11:19-21, Paul says, 19 Then you will say,
“Branches were broken off so that | might be grafted in.” 20 That is true. They were
broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become
proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare
you.

Based on how the people of God are defined by the New Testament as being not ethnic
Israel, but those who believe in Jesus, this picture of future peace is not necessarily tied
to the land of Israel and the nation of Israel. Of course, there are other views that would
disagree strongly and say that this shows a restoration of the ethnic people of Israel,
and while | am comfortable disagreeing with that view, | do not think we should separate
over it as brothers and sisters in Christ. It is clear, though, from this passage in Isaiah,
that Christ’s reign of peace will affect every nation and every ethnic group on earth. As
verses 2-3 say, all the nations shall flow to it, 3and many peoples shall come:-- What a
wonderful picture! There is every nation coming to worship and learn from Jesus, and
what happens in those nations because of that is described in verse 4:-- they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore--- Now, we know that there
aren’t any nations taking up spears against each other or swords. Instead, we take up
much more destructive weapons like rifles and tanks and missles and bombs and
chemicals and even nuclear weapons. But at some point, those weapons will be no more.
Under the rule of Jesus Christ, the metal that may have been used to build a tank or a
missile will be used to cultivate food for the people of the earth to enjoy. Schools that
train our militaries in the ways of war, and books like Clausewitz, “On War” and Sun Tzu,
“The Art of War” will be unnecessary as Jesus Christ makes war non-existent upon his
return.

The most obvious reason that this peace is possible in the future is that Jesus is
reigning over the earth, but this passage tells us a very specific thing that happens as a
result of that reign that leads to peace. Look at one part of verse 3. :-- that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the Lord:-- Do you see what is happening here? The nations are
coming so they can learn and be taught by Jesus and then “walk in” or obey what Jesus
says. The nations will experience peace, the world will experience peace when all are
brought into submission to Jesus Christ, and are obeying their God. The problems in this
world started with one act of sin by the first human, Adam. The problems in this world
caused by sin were paid for and a path to redemption was created by one man’s
obedience leading to death, Jesus. And the problems in this world caused by sin will
ultimately come to an end by the obedience of every human. How does that happen?
God will speak the law and the word of the Lord-:-they will “go forth” as it says here. So
obedience to the Word of God as it is spoken by God brings and maintains peace in this



future existence. This is where | want to make this idea of future peace applicable to our
lives today.

On the one hand, we should read this passage and take courage and comfort from the
thought that one day there is coming a day where the peace that existed in the garden
of Eden will be restored to this earth when Jesus returns. But on the other hand, there
will always exist a tension we experience during our life on earth, because we live in an
age and time where that peace is non-existent. Jesus even addresses this and tells us it
is normal and while not desirable, should not worry us. Matthew 24:6 says, °And you will
hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place,
but the end is not yet. But this peace that comes on a global scale can come to our lives
individually in the same way we see it extend to the earth. It is this truth that becomes
clear in this passage::-peace comes through obedience. That’s it. We find peace, and
maintain peace in our lives through obedience to Jesus Christ. Jesus tells us in John
14:27, 27 Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do |
give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. Jesus stands
ready and willing to give us his peace.

So, why do we miss it so much in our lives. | want to give you three quick reasons. One,
we look at the problems and not the Savior. This is what the disciples did in the story we
looked at for VBS back in July. They were in the boat, when the waves and winds were
crashing and they started to fear, forgetting that the maker of those waves was with
them, and in just 3 small words, “peace be still” could make those waves calm. Jesus is
there for you in the deepest pain, the deepest suffering saying | will never leave you or
forsake you. Two, rather than obedience to Jesus and serving him with our lives, we live
for ourselves and our own desires rather than God’s. We continue even as Christians to
indulge in sin because we like it. We live for the pursuit of money or power or
possessions rather than seeking God’s glory and God’s priorities in our lives, which
means we are living for sin. Galatians 6:7-8 says Do not be deceived: God is not
mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his
own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will
from the Spirit reap eternal life. And this brings us to the Third possibility, you may not
be saved. You may not actually be a follower of Christ. Without Christ, any peace you
have in your life is at best temporary, and can change with your circumstances. Because
a life without Christ is defined by disobedience to God because you are rejecting his
primary command to Repent of sin and Believe in Jesus Christ, you can never experience
the peace that he offers. Even if you are here today, and you claim you are a Christian,
but your life is characterized by disobedience and self-centered living rather than Jesus
centered living, then the lack of peace you experience may be God’s way of helping you
see you are not really a follower of Christ. The solution to finding peace no matter what
you circumstances are today is wrapped up in the final phrase of Isaiah 2:5, O house of
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. To walk in the light of the Lord is to
follow Jesus by obeying him. Do you want peace in your life now? Obey Jesus. Do you
want to experience the world in perfect peace? Obey Jesus by repenting of sins and
trusting in Jesus. There is peace, and it comes through Jesus. Let’s pray.



