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While We Wait: Advent Isaiah 9:1-7 Finding Joy during the wait

We are now on the third week of Advent. As we have already discussed, Advent is a
period of waiting with a focus on Christ’s return. But this anticipation of Christ’s return
happens in a world that is corrupted by sin. Our hope can be lost when we allow that sin
to take our eyes off Christ, whether that is our sin or sin and its effects we see around
us. And our peace that comes from knowing Christ can also be disrupted when we
become consumed by the things of this world, rather than seeking out the things of God
in His Word. Today, the third Sunday of Advent leads us to another aspect of this
season of waiting that should characterize our lives, but is so easy to lose sight of in this
world. That is the joy that comes through knowing Jesus Christ, and having the
assurance that he will return. Once again, we will go to the book of Isaiah for our text
this morning. Isaiah 9:1-7 will help us to find Joy during the wait that is our life here on
earth.

Let’s begin reading at Isaiah 9:1. 9 But there will be no gloom for her who was in
anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. Verse 1 is actually connected with the end of
chapter 8 in some original Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament. But it seems to
act as a verse to transition from the gloom that ends the description in chapter 8 of the
nation of Israel as it has rejected its God. Gloom is actually the word used in the last
verse of chapter 8, but then the first verse of chapter 9 shows a reversal of the gloomy
situation by saying, “there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish.” It seems that
this world in many ways could be said to be a place of gloom. This word carries the
sense of darkness and despair. And this definitely describes what many people in this
world experience. This year in the United States, a new record was set that 29% of all
adults have been diagnosed with depression at some time in their lives. In Japan, the
latest statistics here indicate this is a growing problem especially among 12-18 year
olds, where 10% of that age group suffers from depression according to the Japanese
Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare. And if this represents the diagnosed cases of
depression, imagine how prevalent the real numbers are with those who do not seek
help.

Given the state of gloom that would seem to exist in our world, the message that begins
these verses, that there will be “no gloom for her who was in anguish---” should be great
news! Maybe you are in here today experiencing gloom and depression, and you just
want to know where joy is. As we consider these verses starting right here in verse 1,
we see a source of joy that is available to everyone. Notice that there is a hint here
about where that source of joy lies. And it is in the location of where the reversal of the
gloomy situation will come from, Galilee. It is significant to know that the land of Zebulon
and the land of Naphtali which were said to be brought into contempt are in Galilee. You
can see on the map Naphtali and Zebulon circled in red, and the shaded area that covers
them is the area of Galilee. These parts of the Northern kingdom of Israel were some of
the first ones that were overrun by Assyria. They were one of the first areas of Israel
that experienced what verse 9 describes as “every boot of the tramping warrior in battle
tumult and every garment rolled in blood.” But this area of Israel that marked the
downfall of this once great nation that was supposed to represent God to the nations
will be the source of God displaying his glory and removing the gloom that exists in the
world.



So whatever happens in Galilee will be significant in restoring joy. Verse 2 then begins to
describe what it is that will happen in Galilee that brings joy. 2The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them
has light shone. This particular verse is significant in showing us the source of this joy
that we will see is Jesus himself. When we look at Matthew 4, we see the connection
with Galilee, Zebulon, Naphtali and Jesus as the source of light. Matthew 4:12-17 says,
'”Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. "> And
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun
and Naphtali,'* so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: '*“The
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the Gentiles— '®the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for
those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” '’ From
that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
So, this is clearly a prophecy of Jesus. What follows is a description of what happens in
the lives of people as individuals and the collective people of God as they believe in
Jesus. In the Old Testament, Isaiah was pointing them to faith in God’s promise of a
Messiah to come. Now, we can see with certainty who that Messiah is in Jesus Christ,
and tie these passages together.

But for us today who follow Jesus Christ, and for those who believed in God’s coming
Messiah promised in Isaiah, there is one common result - Joy. Let’s read on to see this
in verses 3-5. *You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. *For
the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian. °For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. Here is the joy!
When the Savior, who we know from Matthew’s connection is Jesus Christ is revealed
from Galilee, it will be a cause for joy and rejoicing for the people of God. Their joy
comes from two sources or possibly another way to look at it is that we are given two
examples that show us why there is joy found in a relationship with Jesus Christ. The
first cause for joy is found in the example of a harvest. Now, of course, here in
Yokohama, none of us are living in an agrarian society. I’'m pretty certain that none of us
in here are making a living by what we grow in the soil, or depending on what we grow
to prepare our next meal. But | want you to imagine with me that you are a farmer in the
days of Isaiah. There are no grocery stores. There are no restaurants. There are other
jobs that are not farming, but in order to eat, the society is still heavily dependent on
local farmers for food, since transportation is not available to import food from long
distances. Think about how hard farming is in order to not only produce food for your
family, but for the greater society. There are no modern pesticides. They were much
more dependent completely on the weather, although of course they had developed
many ways to grow an abundance of crops even without modern techniques. In fact, if
they followed the methods God laid out in the law, they were doing things that it would
take modern science centuries to say were best farming practices. But still, consider the
joy and elation that the farmer and farmer’s family would feel once they had cultivated
the land, planted the crops, prayed for rain, kept the weeds, insects and animals away
and had finally brought in a good harvest. In many agrarian societies, a large celebration
is held at harvest time. Even here in Japan, Labor Thanksgiving Day that is celebrated
on November 23 is the modern holiday that comes directly from Niiname-Sai or Shinjoo-



Sai (FTE&)which was an ancient harvest festival celebrating the autumn harvest of the
5 grains. So, joy came from God’s provision of a harvest.

But there is a second source of joy that comes through Jesus. That is freedom. Isaiah
has prophesied much destruction and judgement from God in the passages leading up to
this. He has basically promised them that they would be in a period of captivity
physically by being deported out of the land of Israel. | want you to look at 2 verses in
the New Testament, Galatians 3:22-23. 22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything
under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who
believe. 23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until
the coming faith would be revealed. These verses are saying the Law, the Old
Testament Scripture shows us that we are all sinners, because we have all failed to
actually keep that law and obey God. So it shows the truth of Romans 3:23, 23 for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God:-- Galatians says then that we are
imprisoned under sin. If you are here today, and have not repented of your sin and
accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord and Savior, then you are trapped in sin, whether you
recognize it or not. God through His Word, the Bible, makes it clear that every human in
our natural state without Jesus is condemned as a sinner, someone who lives in a state
of disobedience and rebellion to our Creator, the God of the Bible. But just as the first
hearers of Isaiah’s prophecy heard that joy would come through deliverance from the
yoke, the staff and the rod of their oppressors, that joy is available to all from the
oppression and enslavement of sin. That freedom and the joy that results comes
through Jesus Christ.

And Isaiah continues from this promise of joy through blessing and deliverance to give
one of the clearest prophecies of Jesus in the Old Testament starting in verse 6. °For to
us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. " Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. In the context of Isaiah,
this prophecy of a child refers back to Isaiah 7:14. 14 Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel. These verses are describing this child whose name is Immanuel. And while the
New Testament does not quote Isaiah 9:6-7, guess what is made clear in Matthew 17
--+That Jesus is the child promised in Isaiah 7:14. After describing the birth of Jesus
Christ, the gospel writer Matthew writing 700 years after Isaiah in Matthew 1:22-23
says, 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us).

So if Isaiah 7:14 is directly talking about Jesus and Isaiah 9:6-7 is describing the child in
that verse, then it is describing Jesus. And wow! Look at this description of Jesus. The
ultimate government that brings the complete peace that we looked at last week will
completely depend on Jesus, and the omnipotent, all powerful strength of his holy
character. He can truly be called the Prince of Peace in a way no other world leader
could ever be. We see that omnipotence, the character quality of being all powerful in
the name he is given Mighty God. And within that name, we see that the reason he is all-
powerful is that he is God. Jesus was and is no ordinary human being. What makes all



the difference to us for our eternal salvation and therefore our joy is that Jesus is fully
God while also fully man. As fully man, he could go to the cross on our behalf as a fellow
human, but as fully God, he could go to the cross on our behalf as the sinless sacrifice
for our sin. But there are two other significant names for Jesus in these verses -
Wonderful Counselor and Everlasting Father. Usually, we don’t think of Jesus as our
Counselor. Jesus himself says that he sends the Holy Spirit as our Counselor. John
14:16-17a says, And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be
with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth--- The Word helper could also be translated
as Counselor. In other words, the Holy Spirit provides the direct counsel we need for the
problems we face as He applies the Word of God to our lives. Then the New Testament
clearly reveals Jesus as the Son of God, not the Father, who is the only one who can
bridge the gap between God the Father and us who are adopted as his children. John
14:6 says, 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. So while Jesus himself may not be identified
specifically as Counselor or Father, he is the direct source of Access to both. Without
accepting Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, you do not have a relationship with God
that makes him your Father. Without following Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, you also
do not have the Holy Spirit and his guiding comfort in your life, either.

So where does joy come from? A relationship with the God of the Universe, who exists
as a Trinity of Father, Son and Spirit, and who we only access through God the Son,
Jesus Christ, who was born as a child in Bethlehem on Christmas morning more than
2000 years ago. From a strictly human point of view, that looks like us repenting of our
sin and accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. But | don’t want to forget the
final line of this passage, The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. Salvation is ALL
God’s Work. God elects those who will be his own in eternity past. He sent his son Jesus
Christ to pay the price for our sin on the cross. The Holy Spirit then regenerates those
who are chosen by God so that they can recognize their sin, believe in Jesus Christ and
accept him as Lord and Savior. This is God’s work of salvation. And none of that relieves
us of our responsibility to personally accept Jesus Christ or to share the good news of
Jesus Christ with others. And that will be the only way to true joy in our lives. If you
haven’t noticed yet, hope peace and joy that we have looked at in the last 3 weeks share
one thing in common. They come through Jesus, who is revealed to us in the Word of
God. It is why we can read the book of Isaiah and turn to Matthew and see Jesus as the
fulfillment of prophecy and the giver of joy. Can | encourage you this Christmas season
to give one gift to yourself. Give yourself the gift of the word of God. The best part is,
its free! All of you likely have it, or you can download it. Or you can take the one in the
pew rack in front of you home with you as our gift to you. But the best gift you can have
in your life at Christmas or any time of the year is Hope, Peace, and Joy. And it is only
found in knowing Jesus Christ and growing closer to him. And that only comes through
time in God’s Word. So give yourself the gift of that time with God and experience all the
love he has shown you through Jesus Christ in order to know his hope, his peace and his
joy. Next week as we wrap up Advent 2023 on Christmas Eve, we will look at this love
God showed us in Jesus Christ that makes the hope, peace and joy possible as we wait
for his return. Let’s pray.



