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Isaiah 54:4-10 Experiencing God’s Love in the Wait

So far this Advent season, we have seen the hope, peace and joy we can experience in
this life during our wait for the return of Jesus Christ to this earth. And all of those
blessings from God in the wait are made possible by one of his overarching attributes -
love. Once again, we are back in the book of Isaiah for this last regular sermon of the
Advent season. Our passage for today is Isaiah 54:4-10. In the context of Isaiah,
chapter 54 follows one of the most significant prophecies of Jesus Christ’s death found
anywhere in the Old Testament in Isaiah 53. Verse 5-6 of Isaiah 53 summarizes that
chapter, But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are
healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—everyone—to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all--- So this sacrificial death that
took all of our sin or iniquity on himself leads to the words of love spoken by God in
Isaiah 54. And what a complete love it is! Let’s read verses 4-7 of Isaiah 54 and see the
first aspect of this love that God shows us “Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be
not confounded, for you will not be disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your
youth, and the reproach of your widowhood you will remember no more. °For your
Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your
Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called. °For the Lord has called you like a
wife deserted and grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when she is cast off, says your
God. "For a brief moment | deserted you, but with great compassion | will gather you.

The picture of God’s love is as a husband to a wife in the Covenant of marriage. So the
first thing to say about God’s love is that it is Covenantal. God is the one who loves us
as a husband is supposed to faithfully love his wife and promises to do that in marriage
vows. This is a covenant that husbands and wives make to each other. In Ephesians, that
love is described as a husband sacrificially loving his wife in the same way as Jesus
Christ sacrificed himself on the cross for the church that he purchased with his blood.
Ephesians 5:25 says, 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her. Remember what has just been described in Isaiah 53. A Messiah
or Savior who was crushed and wounded for the sins of people, which is Jesus of
course. So the connection between the human marriage covenant and the picture of
God’s covenant relationship to us is clear. Now, none of us as human husbands or wives
for that matter, ever live up to this ideal and perfectly keep our covenant to each other,
but God does. And why God can act perfectly to his people as the perfect husband is
based on three things in these verses. 1. He is our creator. Notice verse 5 says he is our
“maker.” Your husband or wife may and probably should know you better than anyone
else on earth. But no matter how well another human knows you including your spouse,
your parents or your children, God knows you infinitely better, since he is the one who
created you. Psalm 139:13 says, For you created my inmost being; you knit me together
in my mother’s womb. Number 2. God tells them that they will not be disgraced or bear
any shame in their status as widowed and single because God has provided a Redeemer,
the Holy one of Israel. Remember, the perfect behavior of a husband is sacrifice for the
wife. God the Father provided Jesus Christ, God the Son in the ultimate sacrifice to pay
for or redeem us from our sin. Romans 5:8 says, 8 But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. This idea that God’s
sacrificial love for us as his bride happened while we were sinners, brings up the 3"
point. God reconciles with us as with a rejected wife. Now the wording here is clearly
God saying that he rejected Israel for a time, but that was due to the failure on their



part to obey him. In other words, it was due to their sin. This is where our study earlier
this year in the book of Hosea should be in mind. Yes, God rejected the people, but it
was because like us, they had committed spiritual adultery against God. All of us are
born sinners. Our relationship with God ended after his creation of us because none of
us can truly obey him fully in order to bring him glory. Romans 3:23 says, For all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. This sin has created a break or a ZURE in
Japanese between us and our Creator. He deserves our obedience and worship, but
instead like an unfaithful spouse, we have committed spiritual adultery against God. But
God is faithful to keep his covenant with those whom he has chosen to save or redeem
for his glory, even when we have not been faithful. So, he sent Jesus Christ to pay for
that sin by dying for us. That is why the marriage bond is unique in its expression of
God’s covenantal love for his people. It’s why when we take the sexual union that is
supposed to be expressed only in the committed covenant of marriage and go outside
that covenant, it is a sinful act of rebellion that distorts and messes up the picture of
God’s covenant love for his people.

As we continue with this passage, though, we see a second aspect of God’s love that
results from it being covenantal. God’s love is everlasting. Look at verses 8-9 here in
Isaiah 54. ®In overflowing anger for a moment | hid my face from you, but with
everlasting love | will have compassion on you,” says the Lord, your Redeemer. °“This is
like the days of Noahto me: as | swore that the waters of Noah should no more go over
the earth, so | have sworn that | will not be angry with you, and will not rebuke you. The
people of Israel’s sin had raised the righteous anger of their God so that he turned away
from them. He pictured this turning away and driving them from the land in his wrath in
the same way that Noah experienced the flood. The sin in the world had progressed to
such a degree in Noah’s time that God brought a worldwide flood that wiped out
everyone except Noah and his family. In both cases, God perfectly balanced his holiness,
evidenced by his wrath against sin, with his love shown by saving a remnant. Everyone
was punished but God preserved Noah and his family, and in the prophets, he preserved
a small number of Israelites who would eventually be returned to the land. God’s original
disposition of love for his creation had not changed by the time of Noah, but his holiness
demanded he punish the sin of the world. And God’s disposition of love for the people of
Israel had not changed by the time of Isaiah, but his holiness demanded he punish sin.
The reason Noah and his family were saved and that God is promising deliverance for
Israel is because God’s love is unending. Verse 8 calls it “everlasting.” This is one of
God’s greatest promises, which is expanded on in Lamentations 3:22-23 The steadfast
love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness. Remember that God’s love pictures the covenant of
marriage. Unfortunately, there are too many times we as humans give up on that
covenant. Instead of our love being “for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, till
death do us part,” it becomes until | feel like | don’t love my spouse anymore. Or we put
conditions on it, like as long as my spouse fulfills my needs or never sins against me.
Should we hope for that and expect that? Of course, but the fact is two sinners get
married, and that means we need to learn to forgive in order to actually make it “till
death do us part.” This is what God’s love is like for us. We are the unfaithful wife, and
yet God forgives. He never gives up on that covenant of grace he shows us in Jesus
Christ, even though we fail on our end time after time.



And this Covenantal love that God loves us with, that will never end, will also never
change. The fact that God’s love is unchanging could be part of it never ending, but | do
think it is a slightly different aspect of God’s covenantal love towards us. Look at verse
10 where we see this aspect of God’s love. '° For the mountains may depart and the hills
be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace
shall not be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you. A mountain is
something that is pretty unchanging. We mark them on maps, and can trace their
existence back centuries. Even the name for Mount Fuji is actually recorded as far back
as 713AD. But while it may seem that mountains are unchanging permanent features of
our earth, the truth is that they are constantly changing just like most things in this
earth. Mount Fuji for example is traditionally said to have been formed in 286BC by an
earthquake. Modern science while not agreeing on the 286BC date also believes that
Fuji is formed from as many as 3 separate earthquakes that have taken place in history.
So, even for something as unchanging as Mount Fuiji, it actually does change. Even now,
it is monitored 24 hours a day for volcanic activity since any eruption would potentially
have serious consequences for climbers and the surrounding areas. Everything on earth
changes, even if it takes hundreds or thousands of years, change happens. But God
promises that his covenant of love that he makes with his people will never change even
given that much time. This is great news for us! We are waiting for Jesus to return. That
is the entire point of Advent. From Genesis 3:15 where the first hint at a coming Savior
is given to the time of Noah was about 2000 years. Then from Noah to the first Advent
and birth of Jesus was 2000 more years. Now we have been waiting on Jesus’s return
for 2000 years. And all during that time, God’s love for his people has not changed.
From Adam and Eve, to Noah, to Abraham, to the people of God who were part of the
nation of Israel and the gentiles who joined them in the worship of God, to the people of
God who are now united in the Body of Christ, God’s unending love has never changed.

These three aspects of God’s love, that it is covenantal, everlasting and unchanging
really provides the foundation for the hope, peace, and joy that we have previously seen
is ours, as followers of Christ. It was God’s love that moves him even in the face of our
sin to choose to save any of us. Ephesians 1:4-5 says that God “---chose us in

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
him. In love °he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus

Christ, according to the purpose of his will--- If God chooses us out of his love, the
certainty of that love that he loves us with means that he will never unchoose us, we will
never lose our salvation, and will have hope that brings peace and joy in this life. It is
why Paul points to God’s love as the one certain thing we can rely on in this world no
matter what else happens. Romans 8:38-39 says, | am sure that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

If you are here today, and have never repented of your sin and accepted Jesus Christ as
your savior, then | want to tell you today that God is reaching out with love to you. John
3:16 says, 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. The Son of God himself became
flesh, became human and went to a cross, where he gave his life in your place, because
God so loved you! And for those of us who know Jesus Christ, know this, God still so
loves us! You will never fall so far away from God that you are out of his loving embrace.



You will never sin so deeply and grieve him so badly that he will reject you as his child. If
you truly accept and follow Jesus as your Savior and Lord, then God will never stop
being your Father who accepts you as his child, even a disobedient or beat up child of
God. There is forgiveness and healing because there is a God who loves you and will not
fail to keep that promise until our wait is over and we see Jesus face to face. There is no
more fitting way to end our Sundays of Advent focus than by partaking together in the
Lord’s Supper. That baby born in a manger to demonstrate God’s love for the world,
came for one purpose. He came to give his life as a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28)---
We are never commanded to remember a manger, but we are told to remember a cross
where our Savior’s blood was shed for our sins. If you have repented of your sins and
accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, and been baptized in obedience to him,
then | invite you to join us in this Lord’s Supper meal. If you are not yet a follower of
Christ or have not been baptized, | would ask you to refrain from taking the elements.
For parents, we teach our children the importance of this meal by not allowing them to
participate if they are not ready. After | pray, the Deacons will serve the elements from
the 4 corners of the sanctuary, then we will eat together and drink together. Let’s pray.



