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Hebrews 10:11-25 — A New Year under the New Covenant

Good morning! Today as we gather, we look ahead to a New Year. This is a time when
we’re often challenged to examine ourselves and our performance over the past year. We
may make a list of resolutions, goals, or habits to which we intend to commit ourselves.
These might range from “exercising more” to “learning a new skill” or even “reading the
Bible daily.” If we do well at meeting these goals, we might feel very good about ourselves
and our performance. Others of us may stop after a mere few days and grow discouraged
by our failure. While the act of examining ourselves and committing to grow year after year
is not a bad one, it can lead us to a mindset of doing and performing instead of
remembering who we are in Christ. Today, as we ask God to prepare our hearts for a New
Year, we'll look at the book of Hebrews chapter 10. Together, we’ll remember the new
covenant God has with His people and how it should both humble and encourage us.
Finally, we’ll see three specific directions to God’s people that | believe God is calling us to
remember and commit to in the upcoming year and beyond.

This New Testament book of Hebrews was written to a community of Jewish Christians
after Christ’s time on earth as a man. While its human author is not entirely clear to us, we
know the book to be part of the inspired Word of God. This book shows how Christ has
fulfilled the Old Testament law, making the sacrifices, priesthood, and temple of the Old
Testament no longer necessary. Let’s turn to the text and read Hebrews 10:11-14. 11 And
every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be
made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those
who are being sanctified.

Before Christ came to earth to die for sinners, God had called His people Israel to make
sacrifices as an atonement for sin, which are the sacrifices in verse 11. Although the
Israelites did not fully understand at the time, these sacrifices pointed ahead to Christ who
would become the ultimate and perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world. By offering animal
sacrifices, the Israelites would acknowledge their sin and need for redemption while
showing their faith in God to save them. The sacrifices were a visible reminder that a blood
sacrifice was needed to atone for sin. Ultimately, it was not the animal sacrifices that saved
God’s people, but their faith in the One true God.

After Christ came, these sacrifices were unnecessary. Christ had already come! His
sacrifice took away sin for His people for all time; now He sits on His throne, and the future
victory over all those who oppose Him is assured. The author of Hebrews makes an
important point for us to remember as we enter 2024: Christ is the One perfect sacrifice
for His chosen people. While today we may not be thinking that we need to offer animal
sacrifices in the same way the Israelites did, we do often act as if it's our works that save
and sanctify us, don’t we? Paul writes to the Galatians in Galatians 2:16 Yet we know that
a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of
the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. This word “justified” means
being brought into a right standing before God; when we are justified, it means God sees a
perfect record rather than a record of sinful wrongdoings and imperfections. Here Paul
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makes it clear—we are saved and justified by faith in Christ, not by the good things we try
to do. Christians, do you live, act, and pray in such a way that acknowledges the truth that
Christ saves you through His sacrifices on the cross? Or do you act out of pressure to
keep doing and performing to somehow make yourself worthy in your own power? As we
enter the New Year, | encourage you to trust in Jesus and remember that_Christ’s sacrifice,
not Your own works and power, is the source of your salvation and right standing before
God. May that humble you if you are entering the year feeling confident in your own power
and plan, and may it encourage you if you feel you’re barely able to go on another day as a
parent, as a spouse, as a single, as a son or daughter, as a student, as an office worker,
as a ministry worker, or as the only Christian in your family.

We continue to see this in Hebrews 10:15-18; let’s continue reading. And the Holy Spirit
also bears witness to us; for after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that | will make with
them after those days, declares the Lord: | will put my laws on their hearts, and write them
on their minds,” then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. Verses 16
and 17 quote Jeremiah 31:33-34 in which God promises to His people that He will make a
new covenant. And under this new covenant, God will not remember the sins of His
people—they have been forgiven. This covenant is not a covenant requiring works from us
to earn our salvation, but of grace. And God’s law is written on the hearts of His people in a
way that we are not repulsed by it, but we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to follow Him.

Earlier, | mentioned that New Year’s tends to be a time of self-examination and
commitment. While | hope you enter this New Year understanding that it's Christ’s sacrifice
that saves You, not your own actions, there are three charges to God’s people that follow
in the passage. For Christians here today who have the Holy Spirit and have God’s law
written in their hearts and minds, | would urge you to start the new year with a commitment
to obeying these directions in God’s word.

Let’s continue reading in verses 19-22. Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to
enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened
for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest
over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

Before Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, the Israelites would go to the temple to draw near to
God. God chose to manifest himself in a special way inside the “Holy of Holies” in the
temple, which is what this reference to the “holy places” refers to in verse 19. In the temple
was a High Priest who was a man set apart to approach and intercede to God on behalf of
the people. He would make sacrifices to atone for their sins, and entered the Holy of Holies
once a year to make atonement for the sin of God’s people. This Holy of Holies was behind
a curtain, sometimes called a veil in Scripture. Matthew 27:51 says about the moment of
Jesus’ death, ...behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. ...

This actual physical ripping of the curtain was symbolic of an even greater spiritual
meaning: the people of God have access to Him, not just a high priest once a year.
Furthermore, the human High Priest has been replaced. Hebrews 4:14 shows this clearly
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when it says, Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Romans 8:34 says, ... Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Jesus, as our
Great High Priest, is praying for us and representing us before God the Father in a way
that the human high priests never could. And let that give us confidence as we obey God’s
word in 2024 and commit to draw near to God in assurance of our faith. More than
making Bible reading just another item on a daily checklist, will you commit to drawing near
to God, to seeking Him this next year in faith and fervent prayer?

There’s another charge to the believer in verse 23: Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

This verse seems simple enough on its face, but let’s not ignore the context behind it.
Hebrews 2:1 says Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard,
lest we drift away from it. Throughout the book of Hebrews, we see signs that the Jewish
recipients were drifting in their faith. It seems that some weren’t completely holding to the
message and calling of Christ, thinking their works (or following the Jewish law) would
save them. Some had hardened hearts if you look at chapters 3 and 4. Chapter 5 verse 11
calls them “dull of hearing”. That’s the context of this exhortation. So let me ask you, are
you drifting in your faith? Do you hold fast to Christ to save you and to sustain you in this
life, or do you trust what you can see: your career, your money, your perceived virtue, your
politeness and propriety, your success, your grades, or your position in ministry? Don’t
become dull of hearing like some of the Hebrews, but be assured of the saving power of
Christ and the hope that only can come because of His sacrifice. This isn’'t a hope that
implies uncertainty in our future, but a guaranteed and living hope that allows us to trust
God and His promises without hesitancy. We don’t need a “backup plan” of any type for
our welfare, our life’s mission, our parenting, our career, our friendships, or our salvation;
we only need Christ. As we enter 2024, remember that God is faithful, and through the
power of His Holy Spirit, let us remain steadfast in our hope and faith.

Verses 24-25 give us the third and final direction to the church in this passage: 24 And let
us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you
see the Day drawing near.

We’re called as believers to stir up or stimulate each other to love and do good works. But
how can we do that? By not neglecting to meet together, primarily during our corporate
worship service on Sunday mornings, but also through other opportunities like our weekly
prayer meeting. How can we stir each other up; how can we encourage one another if we
don’t even see each other?

The author of Hebrews gives this point a little extra attention. There were people who
made it a habit in the early church of neglecting to meet together. YIBC, do we make it a
priority to gather together? I'm talking to a group that’s gathered on New Year’'s Eve Day,
so | assume I'm probably talking to a group that’s fairly faithful in Sunday morning worship
attendance. But is your fellowship with other believers and the church limited to a Sunday
morning worship? Are you part of a Sunday school class? Or do you gather during the
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week with a Bible study, or for our prayer meetings? These opportunities give us ways to
fellowship, encourage, and be encouraged that attendance at the worship service does not
offer alone.

And let me ask you this: when we are gathered on Sunday morning, do you make it a habit
to encourage other believers? Are you finding ways to stir others up in love? Are you so
loving and encouraging others here that you are provoking or triggering them to perform
good works that glorify God and further the spread of the gospel? Or are you here for
yourself? Or out of obligation, treating even the act of churchgoing as a good work that
makes you feel purer for the day or week? Even ministry responsibilities can be “good
things” that distract us from an important reason for gathering. Members of YIBC,
remember that our gatherings are not just about you, but about each other. This brings us
to our final point today: may 2024 be a year that we meet together and truly love and
encourage each other, inciting good works from all of our members.

So as we close today, believers, let me again exhort you. Draw near to God with full
assurance of faith. Remember God'’s faithfulness as you remain steadfast in your hope.
And remember to gather together, encouraging and loving one another.

If you’re here today and are not part of God’s people—you’re not a Christian, this chapter
continues with warnings to those who know of God’s covenant, but treat it with disregard.
Verse 31 says, It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. As we saw early
in the message, God has made a way through Jesus, His Great High Priest, to draw near
to Him. And if you haven'’t yet, | encourage you to turn to Him in full repentance of sin and
commitment to following Jesus as Lord. If you want to talk more about what that means,
please find me, or Pastor Ben, Pastor Hiro, or any of the deacons after the service; we
would love to talk to you.

Let’s pray together.
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