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Mark 1:40-45 Caring for the outcast

Today we return to our study in the book of Mark, where we come to the last event of
chapter 1. Remember what has happened before this. Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-
law, and then many people in the city came to him for healing. There were so many
people wanting him to heal that it was distracting from his primary purpose of calling
people to repentance and faith. So, he left that town of Capernaum and went around the
larger area of Galilee preaching the gospel of repentance and faith. This next event
should be seen as happening sometime during that period, although we are not told an
exact timeline of his travels through the cities of Galilee. And in this next story of healing
in Mark 1:40-45, it is easy to just read over it as one of the many healings Jesus did and
miss the bigger message in it for us. That message is that Jesus came for those who
society has cast out. So, this morning, let’s read this story, and really understand how
significant this event is.

Mark 1:40-45 says, 40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to

him, “If you will, you can make me clean.”41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand
and touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” // 42 And immediately the leprosy
left him, and he was made clean. 43 And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away
at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself
to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to

them.” // 45 But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news,
so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places,

and people were coming to him from every quarter. Here we have Jesus healing a man
from leprosy. And the first idea | want you see here is that with Jesus, compassion
replaces contempt. Notice the leper had already heard of Jesus and comes directly to
him, close enough to talk to him and in verse 40 says, If you will, you can make me clean.
In our modern context, its easy to miss just how incredible this was that this even
happened. Perhaps not so much after experiencing COVID, but still we need to see this
man coming this close to Jesus as a significant event from a societal standpoint. The
word for leprosy could stand for any number of skin illnesses in Jesus’s day, not just
Hanson’s disease, which is what leprosy is known as now. But any of these skin diseases
and especially what we know as leprosy proper today were so difficult to treat and so
easily passed through human contact that there were specific rules for those who
suffered from these diseases that basically made them outcasts from society.

In the book of Leviticus, two entire chapters, 13 and 14 are devoted to skin diseases,
traditionally called leprosy, and how the people of Israel were supposed to handle those
diseases. Leviticus 13 describes what the person diagnosed with this disease was
supposed to do in order to keep from spreading the disease to others. Leviticus 13:45-
46 says, 45 “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the
hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean,
unclean.” 46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He
shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp. So under the Old Testament civil
law, the leprous person was supposed to intentionally make themselves look
unapproachable and warn people with a covered mouth that they were “unclean.” By
Jesus’s time, the Rabbis, Jewish religious leaders, through the centuries had added very
specific rules to this. They said lepers had to stand at a distance of 50 paces from
anyone. A leper entering any house would immediately contaminate it, and even if they
stood under a tree, anyone who then stood under that tree after them would be



contaminated. As one commentator put it, “the sentence imposed on them as a
consequence [of leprosy] robbed them of their name, occupation, habits, family and
fellowship, and worshiping community.” While the purpose of the instructions regarding
those suffering from leprosy were simply to protect the people from diseases that at
that time were extremely infectious in society, they created a societal contempt for
those who had this disease. Almost no one was more feared and even despised by the
society than those with leprosy. So, when this man approaches Jesus, this would be a
serious offense to probably anyone else in the society at that time.

But instead of the contempt shown by the rest of society, Jesus responds in verse 41
with compassion. 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and
said to him, “l will; be clean.” Jesus shows pity or compassion to this man who society
rejected and cast out. There is an older but likely incorrect word that is used in some
translations of the Bible that says Jesus was moved with anger instead of pity. If that is
the correct translation, in the context it would be anger at either the society that
rejected the man or the sin in the world that led to this man’s condition, but clearly not
anger at the man for approaching him. | only mention that because it is translated that
way in at least one modern English version of the Bible. But it is best to understand this
as Jesus having compassion on the man. Society rejected this man who through no fault
of his own has found himself in this condition. Of course, there are many in our world
today that experience this same type of rejection. Depending on the country, your race
or nationality may mark you as a person to be rejected by the larger society. There are
so many refugees around the world from the many conflicts going on, and may cannot
find any permanent place that will accept them. There are illegal aliens in many
countries, and with no concern as to their reason for seeking to leave their country of
origin they are rejected by society. There are people like this leper with medical
conditions that make many reject them. There are many living in doya-gai ultra low end,
sort of skid-row, housing in Kotobuki as well as homeless people living near Kannai here
in Yokohama that essentially have been rejected by society. Jesus has compassion on all
of those kind of people. If our Savior shows that kind of compassion, then we as
followers of Christ should show that compassion as well. Do we always have the
opportunity to do that? No. But when we do, are we responding with compassion?

Of course, Jesus’s compassion led to this man’s healing. Verse 42 says, And
immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. This aspect of clean and
cleansing is important to this event. Every other disease apart from leprosy was spoken
of in terms of healing. For example in Matthew 4:24 we read, 24 So his fame spread
throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various
diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics,
and he healed them. So even casting out demons could be thought of in terms of
healing, but every time leprosy is mentioned it is in terms of cleansing. Matthew 10:8
separates it this way when it says in the first phrase:-- 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse lepers, cast out demons:-- Leprosy was spoken of even in Leviticus as needing
cleansed rather than healed. This different aspect of leprosy helps us see the character
of sin. There were different types of medicinal things that could be given even during
the time of Jesus that could lead to healing. But for leprosy, there was no cure, and
because of how separated they needed to be to prevent the spread of the disease, they
were essentially condemned to a living death by the rest of society. Our sin is the same.
It cannot be healed by any means available to us in this world. Good works cannot heal



or pay for our sin. Having the right ethnic heritage or circumstances of birth or social
status cannot overcome our sin.

Even in the way that leprosy was dealt with if there was healing showed the connection
to representing sin that it had. We can see a hint of that in verses 43-44. 43 And Jesus
sternly charged him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say
nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what
Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” Leviticus 13 that we looked at earlier talks
about what to do if you have leprosy, but Leviticus 14 tells us about what to do if you
think you have been cleansed from leprosy. Leviticus 14, starting at the end of verse 3
says, Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous person, 4 the priest
shall command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds and
cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop. 5 And the priest shall command them to kill one
of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water. 6 He shall take the live bird with
the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in
the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water. 7 And he shall sprinkle it seven
times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce him
clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field. There is a clear picture here of
cleansing from sin. The sacrifice of an animal, the bird. Then you have the blood of the
bird being sprinkled over the area where the leprosy was on the skin. Hebrews 9:22
says, 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. Even in the reference to including the
hyssop, there is a picture of forgiveness from sin. King David after his sin with
Bathsheba prayed in Psalm 51:7, Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me,
and | shall be whiter than snow. All this goes to show that with Jesus, cleansing
replaces condemnation. The uncleanness of their leprosy left the leper condemned by
society. Our sin condemns us to death as the just wages that we deserve for our sin.
Romans 6:23 says, 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Unlike the leper who did not do anything to cause the
leprosy, we earned the punishment and deserve those wages of sin that we will be paid.
But as Romans 6:23 tells us, those wages were paid out to Jesus through his death and
because of that we can receive eternal life that is undeserved and unearned rather than
the eternal death we deserve. Because of that Romans 8:1 tells us, 8 There is therefore
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

As we saw with the demon that Jesus cast out earlier in Mark 1, Jesus told the man not
to tell anyone. There could be several different reasons for this, but the practical
reasons for this become clear when we read the last verse. 45 But he went out and
began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer
openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him
from every quarter. Because the man told so many people, the same thing happened as
when Jesus was at Peter’s house after he healed his mother in law. After that crowds of
people wanted to come to him for healing. The same thing happens here and this time it
seems like the news of Jesus spread throughout the whole area of Galilee, so that any
city he came to would not be a place he could get any respite from the crowds of
people. Basically, by cleansing the leprous man who was cast out of society, Jesus
himself became an outcast. This pictures for us exactly how Jesus provides salvation for
the those who are cast out. Christ restores the cast out by being cast out himself.
There will come a day probably a couple of years in the future, where these crowds will



no longer be looking with admiration and longing to spend time with Jesus, but instead
many of them will be supporting the ones who are yelling, “Crucify Him.” He will become
the most outcast of all in order to save those who are cast out. Ephesians 2:6-8 shows
us the level of being cast out that Jesus would endure for us. :--who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. It’s easy to focus on the compassion of the Savior towards this
leper. It’s easy to be moved by this event and rightfully so. It may be a little less clear to
see the message of salvation that is seen in cleansing from leprosy that shows our need
for cleansing from sin. And | know that the analogy of Christ being cast out is reading
into this story, although | do think Mark is intentional in what he tells us in this event.
But what we need to take away from this is that we are all in the position of the leper
spiritually. We are all outcasts, not in society, but in light of God’s holiness, we are all
cast out of relationship with our creator. Jesus is the only one that can bring us back
into that relationship with God our creator. Through the death he endured in our place
to pay for our sin that severed that relationship, he makes it possible for us to be
adopted as sons and daughters of God our Heavenly Father. This is only possible
because like Jesus and this leper, he traded places with us. In the beginning of the story,
Jesus is on the inside in the society while the leper is on the outside. At the end of the
story, Jesus is outside in the lonely places. Jesus humbled himself and took our place on
the cross so we could be given a new life, a holiness, a cleansing that we needed
because of our sin. Have you experienced that cleansing by repenting of your sins and
accepting Jesus Christ as your savior? Are you loving others with that same sacrificial
love that Jesus shows toward us. Just as we are accepted by God the Father, because
of Jesus, we should accept others who society rejects because of Jesus. In that way, we
are truly following our Savior, Jesus Christ as we live out our faith in this world. Let’s

pray.



