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Mark 3:7-19 Engaging in Spiritual Warfare.

Today in the book of Mark, | want us to look at Mark 3:7-19. These are actually two
different sections, but the first part verses 7-11 deals with many of the same themes
we have covered several times with crowds wanting to be healed. So, | want to connect
the passage together with verses 13-19 where Jesus appoints his apostles. In these two
events, we see that our calling as disciples of our Lord Jesus involves being sent into
this world to do spiritual warfare. There are a lot of honestly weird ideas about spiritual
warfare, and for some it may even be a scary topic to think about. But we have to
realize that all of us who follow Jesus are engaged in a cosmic battle that has existed
since before time of good versus evil and God versus Satan. Ephesians 6:12 is still true.
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places. Spiritual warfare is real, and part of our calling as
followers of Christ. As we read this passage today, | want us to see how Jesus both
calls and prepares us for spiritual war that we are in.

Let’s begin by reading verses 7-11 of Mark 3. " Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the
sea, and a great crowd followed, from Galilee and Judea ®and Jerusalem and Idumea and
from beyond the Jordan and from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great crowd heard
all that he was doing, they came to him. // ® And he told his disciples to have a boat
ready for him because of the crowd, lest they crush him, '*for he had healed many, so
that all who had diseases pressed around him to touch him. // "' And whenever the
unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of
God.”"? And he strictly ordered them not to make him known. This first section shows us
the extent of Jesus’s ministry at this time. If we look back at Mark 1, we see that John
the Baptist’s ministry only extended to Jerusalem and the Judea area. Mark 1:5 says

® And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him. John the Baptist
was popular, but Jesus’s popularity had extended across the entire region, even outside
of Israel. The gray circle on this map represents the Jerusalem Judea area that people
came from for John the Baptist. The gray circles covering top to bottom represent all
the areas specifically mentioned where people came to see Jesus in the crowds gathered
around him near the Sea of Galilee. Again in Mark we see the massive crowds coming to
Jesus, and as we can read and see on the map, they are coming from really far away.
Jesus had even come up with an escape plan in case things got out of hand. Having a
boat prepared to leave may not have been so much trying to get away from the crowds,
but trying to provide a way to just not crowd him while he talked. We have at least one
example of Jesus getting into a boat to teach those on shore because of the extent of
the crowds. Luke 5:1-3 says, 5 On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him
to hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, ?and he saw two
boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their

nets. °Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little
from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

In addition to healing, Jesus was regularly interacting with demons who recognized his
authority as the Son of God. As usual, Jesus instructed them not to tell anyone. We
have speculated on this before, but here the interaction with the demonic is meant to
demonstrate the absolute authority that Jesus had as the Son of God. These were
demons who represented spiritual power that was feared and seemed unlimited from a
human perspective and yet, these spiritual beings “fell down before” Jesus. Now, we



may not see active demonic activity in the way that seems so common in the New
Testament, but that doesn’t mean it is non-existent. It just means that we have found
different ways to explain it now, or cover up the symptoms now through medication or
some other means. But as we pointed out in the Scripture we began with, Ephesians
6:12, we are still involved in spiritual warfare today. And demonic activity does exist, but
possibly is not as evident on the surface of modern society that is obsessed with so
many technological things that our spiritual eyes are blinded to the spiritual activity
around us. There are two aspects to take away from this first section. 1. The Spiritual
warfare that existed in Jesus’s time on earth still exists today. And 2. Jesus’s
spiritual authority over spiritual evil is still the same today.

With those two facts in mind, let’s look at the next section, verses 13-19, where we see
the appointing of the 12 apostles, and then connect these sections together. 13 And he
went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came to
him. 14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be
with him and he might send them out to preach 15 and have authority to cast out
demons. // 16 He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name

Peter); 17 James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave
the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); 18 Andrew, and Philip, and
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. This
appointing of the apostles is significant, especially in the book of Mark where the theme
centers on the idea of what it means to follow Jesus. Out of that huge crowd of
followers that we saw in the previous verses, Jesus calls just 12 men and appoints them.
Now, of course previously, we have been told by the writer Mark about the calling of
Peter or Simon, Andrew, James, John and Matthew or Levi. But now we are introduced
to all of the 12 disciples or apostles. There is Simon, who for the first time is called
Peter. Of course as we discussed at the beginning of this book, Peter is actually the one
telling the events that Mark is recounting for us. Then there are James and John, and
apparently they fought so much with each other or were just pretty rowdy characters
that Jesus called them “Sons of Thunder.” Boanerges is from Hebrew and suggests
being loud or possibly hot-tempered. Then without telling us much more about them, he
lists Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas. There was another James called
the son of Alphaeus so he wasn’t confused with being the being James the son of
Zebedee and brother of John and Thaddaeus. Then we are specifically told that one
disciple Simon was a Zealot. These was a political movement of revolutionaries who were
intent on stirring up the people of Judah with the intent of overthrowing the Roman
controlled government of Israel and forcing them out of Israel. And finally, he names
Judas, who we are told from the very first mention of his name that he would go on to
betray Jesus and lead to his crucifixion.

What a diverse group of followers of Christ who were appointed as the first apostles?!
Now let’s clarify right up front that no one can be appointed as an Apostle today,
because it takes direct appointment from Jesus while you are physically spending time
with him. But all of us can and are called to be followers of Jesus Christ, and in the
church as Christians, we are all claiming to be disciples of Jesus. These first apostles
were not all the same. They were fishermen, a tax collector, a politically motivated
revolutionary. The last apostle who Jesus supernaturally called after his resurrection and
ascension, the Apostle Paul, was a highly educated Jewish Pharisee with highly valued



Roman citizenship. All of these men were changed from what the people of their day
knew them for into being the people of God known for proclaiming Christ. And this is the
same change that Jesus wants to do in those of us who follow Christ today. He takes
you wherever you are at when you repent of your sins and follow Christ and makes you
into what he wants you to be as his disciple.

These men had nothing to offer to Jesus that he needed from them. He didn’t need fish
from Peter, Andrew, James and John. He didn’t need tax advice from Levi or Matthew.
He certainly was not trying to lead a movement or be part of a movement to overthrow
Rome along with Simon’s old friends. On the contrary, being a disciple was not about
what they could do for Christ, but what Christ could make of these men. Jesus will take
you no matter what your background is, and he will make you his disciple. Notice that
this making of disciples was not entirely one on one, in fact it was done in community
with the other disciples, spending time with Christ, being taught by him and learning to
be like him. | know that the church historically begins in the book of Acts, but in the 12
disciples, we have the first picture of what church is supposed to be. At its core, a
church is a group of Christ followers who come from a diversity of backgrounds in order
to grow together to know and love Jesus and be sent out with his message into the
world. And it is this sending out that | want to focus on and connect with our earlier
passage. Look again at verses 14 and 15. 14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also
named apostles) so that they might be with him and he might send them out to

preach 15 and have authority to cast out demons. The word, apostle, literally means
“sent one.” But keep in mind these sent ones are also disciples or followers. So while we
are not apostles in the sense that we are sent out in a direct way by Jesus, we are sent
out. Matthew 28:18-20 is our Great Commission that sends us out in a similar way. 18
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.” We
make disciples by proclaiming the entire gospel:--that all of us are sinners and Jesus died
for sinners. And, salvation from the penalty of sin can be found in repentance and
acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Satan does not want anyone to become a disciple or follower of Jesus Christ, and he will
do anything he can to keep this from happening. 2Corinthians 4:3-4 says, 3 And even if
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. Satan, called the god of this
world here in 2Corinthians is doing everything he can to blind people’s minds from the
gospel. This is spiritual warfare. It was what Jesus engaged in as he confronted Demons
by his authority, and it was what he sent out his disciples to do as he gave them His
authority to do spiritual warfare. And it is what you and | are called to as followers of
Jesus who are sent out to make disciples and do spiritual warfare for the souls of
people we engage with the gospel. And notice that he ties His authority into the Great
Commission as well as we read in Matthew 28:18. So let’s tie this together with what we
saw in the earlier verses. 1. The Spiritual warfare that existed in Jesus’s time on earth
still exists today. And 2. Jesus’s spiritual authority over spiritual evil is still the same
today. Now, we can see number 3, just like the apostles, we are sent out with that
same mission of spiritual warfare. The focus of both of these passages includes the



idea of casting out demons, both in Jesus’s ongoing ministry and his calling and
commissioning of the 12 disciples who became apostles. Now, | don’t want to
waterdown the issue of casting out demons. They are real, and you may encounter
demon possessed people even today. But for most of us, our spiritual warfare will not
be so dramatic, but it will come in the hardness of hearts and rejection we will face as
we go out like the apostles with the message of the gospel of Jesus.

But this brings us back to where we started, that we are in a spiritual war everytime we
go into the world that God has sent us into. We started with it and we should end with
it. Ephesians 6:12:-- For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Everyone of you as you go
through your week and are trying to live on mission for Christ, following his purpose for
your life, will face spiritual opposition. But rather than running from that opposition, we
must be willing to face it with the same authority that the disciples had which was the
power of Christ. This spiritual warfare does not look like most of what modern day
pastors who practice exorcisms convey. It is done through prayer and through the
application of scripture to specific situations. The yelling and screaming and extreme
demonstrations in modern day deliverance ministries do not resemble anything of
Jesus’s ministry or the disciple’s ministry for that matter. Rather than resting on the
authority of the Word of God and of Christ himself, they seem to magnify our human
ability to both find demons and rebuke them which Jesus never told us to do. Instead,
Jesus just includes spiritual warfare as a regular part of our calling to preach the gospel
to the world. It is not something to be sought or to be avoided, but to be confident in
our relationship with Jesus Christ whose authority is greater than the spiritual powers
we wrestle against.

Of course, we must keep in mind that in Jesus’s disciples, there was one false disciple,
Judas Iscariot. He could not do spiritual warfare against Satan---rather Satan used him
for his own purposes to betray Jesus to His death. Of course Satan could not know that
this was in God’s plan all along. So we must all examine ourselves in light of this truth
that being a part of the group of disciples, even the church itself, does not make you a
true follower of Christ. Only you know your heart relationship with Christ, and whether
you are really a part of his church. This group of Christ followers who come from a
diversity of backgrounds in order to grow together to know and love Jesus and be sent
out with his message into the world. A message that gives hope but puts us into a
battle. But a spiritual battle that is worth the cost as we see men and women boys and
girls overcome the blindness that Satan has them in as they understand the light of the
gospel of Jesus Christ that brings spiritual salvation from sin and Satan himself. Let’s

pray



