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Mark 3:13-30 Followers, Family or False Teachers

Today we are going back to the last section of our passage from last week. | want us to
pick up the book of Mark at chapter 3, verse 13, and look at the choosing of the
disciples again and tie it in this time with the verses that come after verse 19, and go all
the way to verse 27. The reason | want us to return to that same passage is because
starting with the disciples or apostles, there are three groups of people that Mark
discusses. Each of these three groups has a different response to Jesus. And each of
these three groups can define our response to Jesus today. The question we need to
answer is are we followers, family or false teachers? Let’s begin reading first about the
followers of Jesus starting in our passage from last week, verse 13. > And he went up
on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came to him. "* And
he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and
he might send them out to preach *and have authority to cast out demons. *He
appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); " James the son of
Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is,
Sons of Thunder); "® Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas,
and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot,” '®and Judas
Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Of course, we read this passage last week, but let’s remind ourselves what we see
about the followers of Jesus from these men. First, we know that they were sinners,
and recognized that about themselves. Take Peter for example. As we continue through
the book of Mark, we will see that these events that Peter is recounting through Mark
do not give us this idea that he is some great saint, but rather that he is a sinner in need
of this Savior, Jesus. James and John were not called the Sons of Thunder because
they spoke lovingly to each other or to other people. As we talked about earlier, Levi, or
Matthew worked in a profession of tax collecting that was well known for its dishonesty.
This recognition of sinfulness will always characterize true followers of Jesus The
Second fact we see about this group is that they were diverse. They were at least
fisherman, a tax collector, and a political revolutionary (zealot). They were in very
different places in their society. This still defines followers of Christ. The church should
look like the society around it. If the society has diversity of social classes, of races and
ethnicities then the church should ideally reflect that diversity. Of course that is easy to
see in a church like ours. But even where the surrounding society doesn’t have much
diversity, within the church, we should at least have an attitude that welcomes those
with diverse backgrounds. There is a third fact about Christ followers that we see in
this group. There were no superstars. The group of apostles revolved around the one
whose gospel they were preaching, Jesus. The focus was not on any one of them, but
on the one they followed. We can be guilty of this in church. We can have churches or
ministries that revolve around the personality of a pastor or a teacher or leader rather
than around Christ. That’s not to say that God doesn’t choose to use us all in different
ways. Not all of the apostles wrote a book of the New Testament that we are still
reading today. But all of them were used by God to further his kingdom as they pointed
people for the rest of their lives to their Lord, Jesus Christ. But there is a sad fourth
fact here as well. One of these disciples was false. This fact should be a warning to us.
Jesus knew that Judas was a false disciple, and yet included him, rather than rejecting
him. He did not raise any red flags about who he really was to the other disciples,
although later, they would realize he was stealing money from their offerings and would
make a plot against Jesus. But he was able to look just like one of them and deceive
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them for somewhere between 2 and 3 years before it became clear to the other
apostles who he really was. We should never assume that just because someone says
they are a follower of Christ that they really are. There are false disciples in every
church. Our response should be too examine ourselves to ensure that we ourselves are
truly following Christ. Those who are not true will fall away as Judas eventually did; it’s
not our job to root them out. But we should examine ourselves in light of our relationship
with Christ.

Those were Jesus’s followers or at least those who claimed to follow Jesus. Of course
that’s where we ended last week, but when we pick it back up at verse 20 we see a
second group of people - the family of Jesus. Verse 20 says, Then he went home, and
the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. * And when his family heard
it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” We will
cover what seems to be more detail about this event later in this chapter. There, what
we see is that Jesus’s immediate human family did feel an entitlement to his time that
could have led to an event like this. Verse 31 and 32 here in Mark 3 says, 31 And his
mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him.
32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your
brothers are outside, seeking you.” To be family is to be people who care about him and
are concerned for him, but they are embarrassed for him, and think he has gone too far
in what he is saying. Their idea was to get him away from the crowds so they could
probably get him some food, and try to talk him out of his embarrassing teachings that
were drawing crowds but were also making enemies, which we will see in the next
verses. But the fact was that as much as these family members seemed to care about
him and how he was perceived, they misunderstood him completely and he was
embarrassing them. While they should have been some of his strongest followers having
grown up with him and very closely watching him, they only wanted to be associated
with a certain version of him that did not offend others.

Today in Christianity there is a growing group of progressive Christians that want to
claim Christ, but reject many of his teachings. They are fine with his command to “love
your neighbor as yourself,” but want to overlook that he affirmed the God ordained
marriage order of one man and one woman when he said in Matthew 19:5, ‘Therefore a
man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh’? They reject the apostle Paul who was personally called by Jesus and
wrote very clearly under the inspiration and authority of God the Holy Spirit condemning
all sexual activity outside of God ordained marriage. In 1Corinthians 6:9 God says
through the Apostle Paul, 9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality:+- So just like Jesus’s family, they at
least claim to know and love Jesus but are actually embarrassed by what he says. We
can act this same way in a many smaller ways. We want to share the gospel, but no one
wants to hear that they are a sinner so we only talk about God’s love and acceptance of
us through Jesus, but not the problem of our sin.

But there is a third group that comes onto the scene in this passage starting in verse
22, and these are the false teachers. Let’s read verses 22-27. * And the scribes who
came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the
prince of demons he casts out the demons.” * And he called them to him and said to



them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? **If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. * And if a house is divided against itself, that house
will not be able to stand.? And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he
cannot stand, but is coming to an end. ? But no one can enter a strong man's house and
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his
house. ®“Truly, | say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever
blasphemies they utter, * but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin"— *for they were saying, “He has an unclean
spirit.” This is a very famous and often discussed passage that deals with what is known
as the “unpardonable sin.” Once again, we see the religious leaders, specifically the
Scribes. These are the ones who claim to know God better than anyone and be able to
teach others to know and serve God based on their understanding of the Old
Testament. And yet, they are false teachers because they are rejecting God’s Son,
Jesus Christ. Jesus knows exactly what they are saying as they try to turn the crowds
against him. They are actually accusing Jesus of being possessed by Satan himself and
having a demon or an unclean spirit from verse 30. The word Beelzebul is somehow
related to the false god, Baal, from Old Testament times, and had come into use as a
term for Satan as is clear from Jesus’s response. Jesus points out how ridiculous that
idea is. Satan casting out Satan is like a kingdom at war with itself or a family that fights
with each other. The kingdom will crumble and the family will fall apart. Satan would not
be casting out his own demons because that would be self-defeating.

That’s when we get to this “unpardonable sin” that is best understood in light of the
Scribes accusing Jesus to be empowered by Satan himself. Jesus says that any sin can
be forgiven except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Now what exactly does that
mean? And is this even something that we might be guilty of? First, we need to
understand that Jesus addresses this as blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, because the
works he did on earth as God, he did under the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, who
also empowers his followers today. We have to interpret his words here by what the
Religious leaders had said. This means that the regular meaning would be ascribing the
works of God the Holy Spirit to Satan himself. This is not a one time act, but an ongoing
habitual attitude and action, which is exactly the case in these religious leaders. The
reason it is unforgivable and has eternal consequences is because anyone who cannot
distinguish evil from good and good from evil, is beyond the pale of repentance. As
Isaiah 5:20 says, Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for
light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! In order to
find forgiveness, you actually have to recognize your personal sin, but the Pharisees
failed to recognize real sin or even the work of God. The great Anglican theologian, J.C.
Ryle made the best observation regarding this text. “There is such a thing as a sin which
is never forgiven. But those who are troubled about it are most unlikely to have
committed it”. So, these false teachers were as far away from salvation as you could get
and in total opposition to Jesus.

So in this passage, we have seen three groups of people and their response to Jesus.
We see followers, family and false teachers. Of course, given the theme of our study in
Mark, we know that Mark is encouraging us to be among the followers of Jesus. Are we
going to receive the same type of call that these first apostles did? No, but through faith
in Jesus Christ and the work he accomplished for us here on earth, we are one of those
numbered with the followers of Jesus Christ. Galatians 2:20 says, 20 | have been



crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life |
now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me. Christ died for us on the cross to pay for our sin. And when we trust in him, put our
faith in him, then we are joined with Christ. We may not be physically with Christ as
these first disciples were, but we are spiritually united to Christ with as much a tangible
and real connection with him as all of those who he called apostles. Now, all of those
who are united to Christ are of course clearly know to Jesus, but on the outside, there
are those who claim to be followers of Christ but are not. Rather than followers, they
are actually part of the false teachers in that their trajectory and path in life is leading to
the same destination.

But even followers can too many times act like Jesus’s family. We are embarrassed to
be followers of Jesus. We are embarrassed to stand out from the world around us, to be
driven by different values that reflect our Savior rather than the values of the social
structures we live and work in. These first followers of Christ, at least all the true
disciples, who were set aside to be his specially appointed apostles, eventually all gave
their lives for the sake of Jesus and the gospel. They were persecuted and killed for
their refusal to not stop preaching Jesus. And yet, their faithfulness in following Jesus
made such a difference in the world that at one point in the book of Acts, the apostle
who joins them later, Paul and his companion Silas are described as “These men who
have turned the world upside down--- in Acts 17:6. That is the difference between a sold
out committed follower of Jesus Christ and a weak Christian who just wants to keep a
low profile so they don’t get marginalized or stick out in their families or their jobs. It’s
the difference between Jesus’s followers and Jesus’s family. Thankfully Jesus’s human
family can actually grow in their commitment to also be fully committed followers. In
fact, one half-brother of Jesus, James, who likely was there outside that house to seize
him, ultimately wrote the New Testament book of James. In that book, the man who may
have believed in his half-brother but was embarrassed by him said in James 2:17, 17 So
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. He wasn’t ashamed anymore. He
was committed to fully living out his faith as a follower of Jesus Christ. Where are you at
in your walk with Christ today? Are you part of the false teachers who fully reject
Jesus? If there is any recognition of your sin and your need of Jesus, there is
opportunity for you to repent and find forgiveness. You have not committed the
unpardonable sin that Jesus cannot forgive. Unbelief and rejection of him is the only sin
he won’t forgive because you haven’t repented of that unbelief. Or perhaps you are here
today in the same spiritual place as Jesus’s human family who were embarrassed by him
and his words. Repent today and return to a place of fully following Jesus. Commit to
pursuing the call of Christ wherever he leads, at whatever cost it takes. Let’s pray.



