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Mark 3:31-35 The family of Jesus

Today, | want to finish up the last part of the passage we have looked at for the last two
weeks. If you remember from last week, the second group of people that we saw were
family. Mark 3:20-21 says, 20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so
that they could not even eat. 21 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize
him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” This event seems to be described in
even more detail as we get to the end of this passage in Mark 3:31-35. So, let’s read
this passage where we see Jesus’s real family. 31 And his mother and his brothers
came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting
around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking
you.” 33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my

brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and
sister and mother.” This is a very short event, but it tells us much about the nature of
Christian community.

First we have to deal with the fact that Jesus seems to reject his mother and brothers,
in other words his earthly family. Now this passage is really about our spiritual family,
but ideally our earthly families should picture our spiritual family. If we have immediate
family members who are Christians they are our closest brothers and sisters in Christ.
What seems to be happening here is that some of them, perhaps his brothers, but likely
not his mother, Mary, were not actually believers in him as the Messiah, although it is
clear that at least his half-brother James who wrote a New Testament book became a
believer at some point. But whether they are Christ followers or not, Jesus was
definitely not telling us it is okay to reject our human families, and we should not read
this passage that way. Jesus never did anything to take away from the command to
honor our parents. One of the 10 Commandments in Exodus 20:12 says “Honor your
father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is
giving you. Rather than giving us an example of ignoring that, Jesus actually condemned
the twisting of this command by the religious leaders into a way to not take care of
parents. Later in this book Mark 7:10-13, Jesus will say, 10For Moses said, ‘Honor your
father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.” 11But
you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from
me is Corban™ (that is, given to God)— 12then you no longer permit him to do anything
for his father or mother, 13thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you
have handed down. And many such things you do.” And when we come to Jesus on the
cross, what do we see relating to Jesus honoring his parents? Jesus went out of his way
to make provision for his mother Mary to be taken care of. John 19:26-27 says, 26
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to
his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. The disciple Jesus is
speaking to here is John, and he makes sure that Mary and John know that he is
entrusting the care of his mother in her old age with that disciple. So Jesus was
definitely not showing by example the dishonoring of his mother and brothers.

So what was Jesus demonstrating here? He was giving a tangible example of how
following Jesus reorganizes your priorities. | want to read another difficult passage
that can be misunderstood along these same lines. In Luke 14:26, Jesus says, “If anyone
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and



brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Once again,
reading this passage on the surface can give the wrong idea. What? We are supposed
to hate our parents and spouses and kids if we are going to follow Jesus? This is Jesus
who boiled down the Christian life to loving God and loving others, so is he now saying
hate those closest to you? No, he's not. But our commitment to Christ and to obeying
him completely must be so intense that to the outside world, it seems that our other
relationships to family are hatred. Those family relationships that are the most important
relationships to the average human being should not be our highest priority. All other
relationships are secondary to the relationship with have with Jesus Christ and our
commitment to following and obeying him. Jesus’s family’s priorities and understanding
did not align with his priorities which were His Father’s, in other words, God’s, so Jesus
could not go along with their request, but instead stayed committed to His mission. He
wasn’t rejecting his family; he was embracing his true purpose. In this fallen world, to
follow Christ, will sometimes mean our own families, even sometimes Christian families,
will misunderstand us and the choices we make to follow Christ. Will we still go with
Christ? Or will our families keep us from following our Savior?

So Jesus’s human family demands his time, and tying it to back to Mark 3:20-21, they
demand his time out of a sense of embarrassment for him. But in Jesus’s response, in
addition to different priorities, we see a truth that goes beyond just his experience and
to our own experience in Christ. That is that our Spiritual family is supposed to be a
real family. Jesus’s response starting in verse 33 shows us this truth. “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat around him, he

said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is
my brother and sister and mother. Jesus was not rejecting his human family, but he was
making the point that his highest priority of God’s glory and purpose gave him an even
bigger family — one with bonds that would last for eternity. | love my wife, Beth, and |
enjoy what we have in our marriage, but the fact is that the human relationships we
have through marriage and family seem to end in some way in Heaven. When responding
to another question meant to trap him, Jesus makes this statement in Matthew 22:30.
For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels
in heaven. So, in some way our family relationships we experience in our human familial
experience here on earth will not continue in the same way in Heaven. In our finite
understanding for most of us that would not be a joyful thought, but in some way, God
has a designed a future for our ultimate experience of joy. The family relationships that
will not change in eternity are not those of genetics or marriage, but those that are
formed by our relationship with Christ through the presence of the Holy Spirit. If we
know Christ, then we have a relationship of brother and sister with every other believer
through time, because we are all children of God the Father. If your spouse knows
Christ, the stronger relationship is brother or sister in Christ rather than husband or
wife in eternity. Look at Romans 8:14-17. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but
you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with
him in order that we may also be glorified with him. This is the greatest benefit we have
in Christ! Look around this room today. Every single man and women and child in this
sanctuary who knows Jesus as their Lord and Savior, has been adopted into God’s



family and given the Holy Spirit which makes them a child of God and your brother or
sister in Christ.

Our position as a child of God, a brother or sister of Jesus Christ himself should be what
shapes us as followers of Christ, because we bear his name and represent him. | know
there are different traditions in various countries, but in most of the world you
demonstrate that you are a part of a family by sharing the family name. And without
sharing that name, you cannot claim to be family. Even a woman who marries and takes
her husband’s name still has a connection to her unmarried name. It is the same with the
family of God. There is only one name that binds us together and shows that we belong
to the family of God, and that is the name of Jesus Christ himself. So, when Jesus looks
around and essentially says these followers of mine are my true family, He defines for us
what a true follower is and who makes us this true family in the last line. Verse 35 says,
For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother. We should
ask at this statement, is Jesus teaching some sort of works salvation, that if we do
enough for God and are obedient enough that we will be considered part of God’s
family? Of course that cannot be the case. Jesus’s entire message that began at the
beginning of the book of Mark and of course is written across all the pages of the New
Testament is repent of your sins and believe in Him. There are actually many things we
are told are the will of God, but in John 6:40, we see God’s will described in a way that
results in eternal life and entrance to God’s family. John 6:40 says, 40 For this is the will
of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have
eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day.” How do we do God’s will? We believe
in Jesus and receive eternal life and become one of his brothers or sisters. | can assure
you based on God’s Word that his will for everyone of you here today is that you believe
in Jesus Christ. In 2Peter 3:9 we read this about the will of God. The Lord is not slow to
fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. Jesus wants you to be one of
his followers, one of those on the inside with him sitting and learning at his feet. He
wants to count you as one of his brothers and sisters. And there are only two kinds of
people in this world. Those who sit on the inside with Jesus and do God’s will, who are
his family. And those who stand on the outside with false assumptions of what it means
to know Christ and be a child of God. But here is the greatest message we can take
away from this truth. Anyone can be the one on the inside who sits with Jesus and does
God’s will. That is the greatest truth, but the opposite is also true:--no one can be on the
inside who does not do those things. To be on the outside means to be outside of God’s
true family.

Notice that Jesus says that his followers are brothers and sisters and even mothers to
him, but none of them are his father. Jesus says in Matthew 23:9, And call no man your
father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. There is only one God and he
is Father to Jesus Christ and all those who are brothers and sisters with Christ through
repentance of their sin and faith in Jesus Christ. God is not truly the father of all, but
only those who come to him through Jesus, the eternal Son of God. So are you on the
outside demanding Jesus come to you on your terms for your purposes? Or are you on
the inside, sitting with your brother, Jesus and obeying the will of God by trusting in him
for salvation? | hope that all of us here today are part of God’s family, one of his
children. This is the reminder that we need of what the church really is. Today is our first
member’s meeting of the year. Really, it could be called a family meeting, because we



are the family of God gathering to discuss family business. That business is seeking
God’s will for his family and the plans that he has for his children, the brothers and
sisters of Jesus Christ himself who call YIBC their home. And even before the family of
Christ meets to make decisions, we have the opportunity to celebrate the one reason
that we are united in this family---and that is the sacrifice of our Savior Jesus Christ. We
all have different earthly human families, which define our nationalities, our ethnicities,
and our backgrounds. But we all share in the one blood sacrifice made on our behalf
that gives us one thing in common that surpasses all the things that make us different.
We are forgiven through the blood of Christ and united in Christ for all of eternity. Our
gathering for worship is but a taste of the family gathering awaiting us one day in
Heaven when our Savior looks around and says, “these are my brothers and sisters and
mother.” Until that day we gather and celebrate with bread and juice the sacrifice that
Christ made on a cross to bring us into his family. If you have trusted in Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior and been baptized in obedience to our Lord’s command, then |
invite you to participate in this Lord’s Supper meal. If you do not know Christ or have
not yet been baptized, | would ask you to refrain from participating. After | pray the
Deacons will serve the elements from the four corners of the sanctuary, and we will eat
together and drink together. Let’s pray.



