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Mark 6:14-29 The death of John the Baptist”

John the Baptist continued to reveal that Jesus was the Messiah to his disciples and the
Jews. Around the time of his death, Jesus began his mission. We have already studied
these things in Mark Chapter 1. Today's Bible verses describe the circumstances that led
to John the Baptist’'s death. First, let’s read through today's passage. Then, we will review
three points about what the death of John the Baptist tells us. Finally, we will look into the
third point in detail.

Why was John's life threatened? Let’s read verses 14 through 16. ' King Herod heard of it,
for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised from
the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” '® But others said, “He
is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” '® But when
Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.” King Herod, here, is
Herod Antipas, the lord who ruled over the regions of Galilee and Perea. He is hereinafter
referred to as just Herod. In verse 16, Herod seems to say, “I have killed a wonderful prophet
like Elijah. And John came out of his grave as a ghost to punish me.” He seems to be afraid
of the Japanese term, Bachi, or Bachi-ga-ataru, which means that one is punished because
of his/her evil deeds. Let’s read verses 17 through 18. '” For it was Herod who had sent and
seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife,
because he had married her. '® For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you
to have your brother's wife.” According to one historian, Herodias was originally the wife of
Herod's half-brother Herod Philip. They had a daughter named Salome. Herod divorced his
own wife because he wanted Herodias, a married woman, to be his wife. This marriage
between Herod and Herodias was in violation of the Jewish law. Leviticus 18:16 states that
'8 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness.
Also, Leviticus 20:21 says ?' If a man takes his brother's wife, it is impurity. He has uncovered
his brother's nakedness; they shall be childless. So, John the Baptist kept saying to Herod,
the ruler of the land, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” For this reason, his
life was threatened. Herodias strongly desired to kill John.

Let’s read verses 19 through 20. '® And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to
put him to death. But she could not, ?° for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed,
and yet he heard him gladly. As mentioned earlier, Herodias, who was married at the time,
was proposed by Herod, who was obsessed with lust. Herodias offered him the condition for
marriage, which was for him to leave his wife. Then Herod left his wife. Witnessing Herod
divorcing his wife, Herodias would have assumed that Herod was serious about the marriage.
At the same time, however, Herod superstitiously believed John was a pious man, and John
continued to condemn him by saying, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife”.
Herodias must have assumed that Herod was a simpleton who would do her bidding as long
as she arose his lust. She strongly desired to be able to use Herod’s power for her desires



by becoming his wife. This is why she had to kill John the Baptist, who kept criticising this
marriage.

Herod was caught between the two sides, Herodias and John the Baptist. On the one hand,
he was unable to execute John because of his belief, but on the other hand, he could not
ignore Herodias’ desire to kill John because of his lust. Herod was avoiding the main issue
of killing John by imprisoning him. However, Herodias colluded with her daughter. She was
able to behead John the Baptist by exploiting Herod's lust and power. Let’s continue reading
verses 21 through 23. 2" But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 For when
Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king
said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will give it to you.” 22 And he vowed to
her, “Whatever you ask me, | will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” Herodias’ daughter is
Salome, whom | mentioned earlier. In this verse, the word “korasion (kopdaoiov)” is used for
the term daughter. This word means a woman of marriageable age, between 12 and 14.
Herod apparently had a lust for Salome. This was also a clear violation of the law, according
to Leviticus 20:14. '* If a man takes a woman and her mother also, it is depravity; he and
they shall be burned with fire, that there may be no depravity among you. Perhaps Herod,
in his drunken stupor, got inflamed with his lust for his daughter, Salome, and spoke in front
of others, “I will give you up to half of my kingdom”. Let’s read verses 24 through 28. ?* And
she went out and said to her mother, “For what should | ask?” And she said, “The head of
John the Baptist.” 2° And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying,
“| want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the king was
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word
to her. 2” And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the
girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. Herodias had John's head brought to the banquet hall
as if it were one of the banquet dishes. She had only one thing on her mind: fulfilling her own
desires. She was preoccupied with showing off that she fulfiled her desires, and her
conscience seemed paralysed. To this end, Herod and Herodias seem to have been a couple
of like minds in their nature of being loyal to their own desires.

So far, we have been reading the stories of John the Baptist's death. What does his death
tell us? | think there are three main points. The first point is that the law reveals our sins.
The second point is that when others tell us that we are sinning, we sin more rather
than turning away from our sins. Paul tells us exactly this point in Romans 7:14-15. " For
we know that the law is spiritual, but | am of the flesh, sold under sin. '® For | do not
understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. The
third point is that we had to wait for Jesus to solve our sin problem.

We will now take a closer look at the third point, Jesus' salvation. Let’s read verse 29. #°
When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. In Matthew



chapter 14 and John chapter 3, we see that some of John's disciples started to follow Jesus.
Also, in Acts chapters 18 and 19, some of John's disciples, who formed a group that awaited
the coming Messiah, later joined Jesus’ group. Because they joined Jesus’ group, missionary
activities were further accelerated. As it is written in Mark Chapter 12, the Jewish leaders,
especially the priests and the Pharisees, witnessed the Jewish people coming to Jesus to
be healed and to listen to his teachings. They did not welcome Jesus as the Messiah. Rather,
they felt threatened by Jesus as he criticised their authority and entittlement. They became
jealous and envious of Jesus' popularity. Eventually, they conspired with those who felt
similar threats and harboured interests against Jesus. They misused God's law as a tool to
justify their own authority and their intent to kill Jesus. In Luke chapter 23, we read how these
Jewish leaders appealed to Pilate and used his power to fabricate charges against Jesus to
carry out his execution. Here, we see their inner sin. Jesus himself accepted the envy and
hatred of the Jewish priests and the Pharisees. Jesus knew that these Jewish leaders were
misusing the law to kill him. Jesus came to earth knowing that he would be crucified and
killed by them. He willingly chose this path. In Luke 18:31-33, it says ' And taking the twelve,
he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about
the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 3? For he will be delivered over to the
Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 3 And after flogging him,
they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” This was Jesus' purpose in his public life.

Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection are the fundamental truth of the gospel.
It is in this truth that the solution to sin, which Herod, Herodias, and even John the
Baptist could not provide, is hidden. God made Jesus pay the penalty for sin committed
by the Jewish priests and the Pharisees by putting him on the cross. As it is written in 2
Corinthians 5:21. 2! For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. From the moment Jesus died on the cross, His
salvation was given to mankind. If we confess and repent our sins, then we accept that
Jesus died on the cross for our sins. If we believe God has resurrected Jesus, God
grants us His righteousness through our faith in Jesus. Romans 10:9 says ° because,
if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. Even if someone like Herod and Herodias, committed
adultery due to their lust, or even if someone born out of these adulterous relationships, as
long as one is aware of their sins and sinful nature, one can confess and repent one’s sin.
One can surrender their sin and sinful nature to Jesus. Then, through faith in Jesus,
everyone, without exception, can obtain the righteousness of God. John 1:12-13 says, '? But
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God, '® who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but
of God. John the Baptist continued to preach to Herod to return to the Law. If Herod had
admitted his sin and repented, he could have received Jesus' salvation. We are helpless
against sin because we cannot keep the Law just like Herod and Herodias could not. The
only way for us to fulfil the Law is through Jesus' salvation as mentioned in Matthew 5:17. '/
‘Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish



them but to fulfill them.

God will restore his relationship with His people, those who believe in Jesus, which was
previously severed or torn apart. God will grant his peace to them. God will pour out the Holy
Spirit to them. Ephesians 1:13 says '® In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. And
those who believe in Jesus will receive the fruit of the Holy Spirit as it is written in Galatians
5:22-23. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 2 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. More concretely,
male-female relationships based solely on lust are restored to God-blessed male-female
relationships through the fruit of the Holy Spirit. God declares this truth in Genesis 2:24. 24
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they
shall become one flesh.

The family relationship will be restored once the male-female relationship is restored to a
God-blessed one. Also friendship will be restored once the male-female relationship is
restored to a God-blessed one. Further, workplace relationships will be restored once the
male-female relationship is restored to a God-blessed one. This is precisely what Ephesians
2:14-16 describes. ' For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility ' by abolishing the law of commandments
expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two,
so making peace, '® and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby killing the hostility. We can experience the love of Christ when our torn relationship
is restored through the fruit of the Holy Spirit and our faith in Jesus Christ. Then, Jesus
commands us to do missions, and He blesses us immensely. As John 21:17 says '’ He said
to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he
said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.

Today, you came to YIBC, not to study Jesus, but to worship Him. Are your eyes and your
heart focused on Jesus Christ who died on the cross for our sins?

Today, you have heard the Word of Jesus and His salvation. Are you eager to accept this
salvation? Are you wanting to accept Jesus and believe Him? Do you believe in Him?
Today, you came to worship because you were led by the Holy Spirit. Are you accepting the
Holy Spirit within yourself? Are you saying, “Holy Spirit, please work in me?

My sincere hope is that everyone who is sitting in this worship is not satisfied with just having
knowledge of the Bible in their head, but also to have faith in Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
Let's pray.



