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Mark 6:30-44 Christ’s Compassion

Today we pick back up our study in Mark at Mark 6, verse 30. Now, remember what has
led up to this point. Jesus, starting back in verse 7 that JP covered three weeks ago has
sent out his 12 disciples on a mission to the surrounding villages. They preached the
gospel and made such a name for Jesus that King Herod himself, the Roman approved
ruler of the area heard about Jesus. Kazu-San preached on this last week, and of course
Herod was frightened because he seemed to believe that Jesus was a resurrected John
the Baptist, whom he had put to death. In today’s passage we begin with the disciples
return to Jesus after that first mission they were sent on. Let’s begin reading at verse
30.

*The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught.

Now, this verse could be seen, not as starting this next passage, but as ending a
complete section beginning with the disciples being sent. There is a good theological
reason why the story of John the Baptist’s beheading is sandwiched between the
sending of the disciples and their return. By showing the sacrifice that John the Baptist
made as he was faithful to God’s call on his life, it shows us the high cost that comes
with being a disciple. Being a disciple must mean being willing to sacrifice one’s self
for Christ. These disciples, now called apostles here, to emphasize their being sent out
by Christ, went out knowing their fate could be the same as John the Baptist. So, that
emphasis on that willingness to sacrifice all for the sake of Christ as his disciple, lays the
foundation for the rest of the events in this passage. In fact, the Apostle Paul through
the Holy Spirit says that the idea of being willing to lose our lives for Christ was one of
the defining characteristics of his life as a follower of Christ. 2Corinthians 4:11says, For
we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So that mindset and way of thinking
should be present in the follower of Christ. But, when we cultivate that way of thinking
and that heart attitude of sacrifice, that does not mean that we take on a life of
stressful harsh days with no relief. In fact, Jesus says, in Matthew 11:28-30, 28 Come
to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

With those words of Jesus in mind overlayed on top of the sacrifice required of
disciples, look at what Jesus says as we continue in Mark 6:31. *' And he said to

them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. The life of a disciple requires
sacrifice, but the life of a disciple does not mean that you should be a workaholic. Of
course, it cannot mean laziness, either. But built into God’s design for creation and for
His ultimate creation of humans is the necessity of rest. God himself shows us this
pattern in the creation week as He rests on the 7th day. Then in the 10 Commandments,
God institutionalizes this idea of a Sabbath rest into the life of the people of Israel.
Exodus 20:8-10, the 4th commandment reads, 8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner
who is within your gates. In line with Jesus saying that the burden of following him, his
“yoke” as he calls it, is light, there is still rest needed and even required in the service of
Jesus. These men had been ministering full time for possibly months and now Jesus tell



them it is time to rest. And that rest would involve time away from ministry and people.
Jesus does not expect his people to never take a break from the intense demands of
ministry. For those of us who lead ministry within the local church we should always
keep that in mind. Sunday School teachers need breaks, Musicians and vocalists need
time to focus on worshipping as part of the congregation and not having to practice.
Church staff need to be encouraged to take their time off and not work on their
holidays, perhaps sometimes they need a sabbatical for a longer time of refreshment
and renewal. Elders and Deacons need to be allowed to step down and simply thanked
for their ministry rather than pushing them to continue to serve when they know they
need a break.

But the fact is that for followers of Christ, even when we try to take the rest we know
we should, there are ministry needs that are pressing that take away time to rest.
That is the case for the disciples and Jesus, even as they are trying to find a place to
simply rest with Jesus and be refreshed in their relationship with him. Look at verses
32-36. ¥ And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. * Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the
towns and got there ahead of them. * When he went ashore he saw a great crowd,

and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And
he began to teach them many things. * And when it grew late, his disciples came to him
and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late.*® Send them away to go into
the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” Jesus
and his disciples were heading to a place somewhere on the sea of Galilee that was
deserted so they could just be alone, and find that Sabbath rest that they needed. But
the fact is that sometimes God’s plan for us is to have us rely on His supernatural
strength in light of ministry that has to be accomplished regardless of our level of
strength to do that ministry. The need to love people, and show compassion towards
people is one of those activities that does not always come at a time that is convenient.
Sometimes it is the person who needs to talk late at night. Sometimes it is someone
going to the emergency room who needs prayer. Other times it may be a stranger or a
neighbor who needs food.

In this passage, we actually see two kinds of compassion. | would say that just as we
were told that Jesus had compassion on the crowds, the disciples also had compassion
on the crowds, but the compassion was seen in two different ways. Jesus had spiritual
compassion. He saw their spiritual needs, that like sheep wandering around with no
purpose and no awareness of their true existence, they needed a shepherd to teach
them who they were spiritually. That meant that he would show them who they were
before God their creator. Jesus’s message all along has been the message of
repentance and faith in himself as Savior and Lord. In order to come to repentance, we
have to understand our sin before God. We have to be confronted with™ the truth of
Romans 3:23 that:- all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God-:- Jesus’s
compassion was focused on their spiritual condition, on their sin nature, that kept them
separated from their God and without real life in this world. This is how we are, this is
how you are without Jesus Christ who brings us into a right relationship with God our
creator. We are wandering around with no purpose like a sheep who heading straight
into danger with no shepherd to guide us to safety. In fact Isaiah 53:6 says, All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way-:- This is our
condition in sin-:-we are wandering through life lost trying to live in whatever way makes



the most sense to us. But then the verse concludes by prophecying what the Messiah,
Jesus, would do in order to save us so he could be our Good shepherd. God tells us
there in His Word,:--and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. So when Jesus
looked at the crowd with compassion he saw their broken spiritual condition and their
need of him as their Savior.

The disciples, though, also had compassion. There compassion was physical compassion
towards their human needs. They saw a hungry crowd, a crowd that had listened to
Jesus teach for maybe several hours, and needed food. They also saw that their ability
to meet that need in that location was limited. There were no restaurants around or food
vendors. Remember, they had tried to escape the cities and villages to a remote place to
rest. Rather than being a cold request, this recommendation to Jesus that they should
disperse the crowds so they could get back to the homes and villages in the are to get
food was actually a request of compassion. How else could these people eat? If they
were going to be people of compassion towards the needs of the people around them,
then they needed to show concern for their hunger and find practical ways to meet that
need. What they failed to realize is that in Jesus, both types of compassion were
reconciled - the spiritual and the physical. That is what we see as this passage
continues with an incredible miracle. Let’s read verses 37 through 44. *’ But he
answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go
and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” And he said to
them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they
said, “Five, and two fish.” * Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the
green grass. *°So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. // * And taking
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke
the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the
two fish among them all. And they all ate and were satisfied.” And they took up twelve
baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. “ And those who ate the loaves were five
thousand men. Through Jesus’s actions, God’s power is displayed in a way that the
compassion for spiritual needs is combined with a meeting of physical needs. And Jesus
fills those needs through his power. It is when we attempt to resolve those problems in
our own strength that we stress and work to no avail. Just think how disastrous it would
have been and the problems that would have resulted if the disciples had done things on
their own. Letting the crowd of thousands go into the night into coming darkness could
have meant robberies, local villages not having enough food for everyone. Older and
frailer members of the crowd would have been in danger of not making it to the closest
rest areas and might collapse on the road. | know all of these are just speculation, and
we cannot know. But at the very least, the crowds did not leave hungry from listening to
Jesus.

Jesus met the need in a miraculous way. There are plenty of modern so-called
“scholars” who try to find many ways around this miracle. The Gospel writer, John in
John 6 tells us that these five loaves of bread and two fish were the result of a little
boys lunch he brought with him. The most popular of these unBiblical theories for this
miracle says that this example of generosity by the young boy caused everyone else to
be generous with the food they had brought. But this goes against what the Bible
directly says. That Jesus literally fed everyone there from these nearly endless bread
and fish that continued to grow as he broke it into pieces. Now is this impossible by our
way of thinking, giving us a need to fabricate scientific or psychological explanations for



these miracles? Yes, of course from human reasoning. But for the God who has the
power to meet our greatest need by saving us from sin, a miracle on this order is no big
accomplishment. There is an incident in the gospel of Luke where a rich man comes to
Jesus to ask for the way of salvation and doesn’t like Jesus’s response and leaves
rejecting Jesus. Then Jesus responds in Luke 18:24-26, 24 Jesus, seeing that he had
become sad, said, “How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of
God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be
saved?” 27 But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” The God
who can save even the hardest person to save, the person who sees the least reason or
need for salvation, can easily feed thousands of people with 5 loaves of bread and 2
fishes.

But the great thing is that we see in this event that He works through his disciples to
exercise that power and accomplish his purposes. Notice that it is the disciples that he
instructs to basically carry out the work of the feeding that will happen through his
miracle. The disciples find the food the boy has brought and bring it to Jesus. The
disciples divide the people up into manageable groups to eat together and be served.
And it was from the disciples hands that the people received the food from that they
eventually ate. So, are our actions important in God’s work? Absolutely! God uses you
and me to accomplish his purpose even though, it is God himself doing the work. But we
do that work God’s way. The way the disciples wanted to show compassion might have
met some needs, but not showed the people the true nature of Jesus himself. By
obeying Jesus and serving the crowds in the way he commanded, they not only saw
physical needs met, but saw the crowds be directly confronted with the truth of the
Gospel, that Jesus was God who could meet not only their physical needs, but their
spiritual need of salvation. The application for us is that we as Christians are called to
show compassion. We are called to meet physical needs. For most of us that will happen
one on one or one family to another. For others it may mean being involved at the
national level through involvement with Noto Help for example or on an international
level like Dr. Tetsu Nakamura who died in Afghanistan living out his Christian faith in a
very difficult and real way to show the hope Christ can bring to people who lack even
basics like water.

Whatever way God opens doors for compassion for you as his follower or our church as
followers of Christ, we must never lose sight of the fact that it is God’s power that is
ultimately needed in our efforts. And the work we should find opportunities to do like
care for the orphans and widows, feed and clothe those in need, help the sick, and all
the things we as Christians can do to show compassion must point people primarily to
Jesus Christ. Rather than highlighting their needs or our assistance, they need to see
Christ, who we serve who can ultimately meet not just their physical needs, but their
much greater spiritual need for forgiveness of sin. So, yes, we must be in the business
of compassion as Christians, but if we simply show compassion without clearly showing
Christ, then we are not really doing Christ’s work. There is much Christian relief work
being done around the world and some even in our city and country where physical
needs are being met, but the nature of Christ is not being proclaimed. But true Christian
compassion as seen in the feeding of the more than 5000 will not only meet needs but
show Christ to people who likely don’t realize their greatest need in life is salvation from
God’s wrath against their sin. Let’s pray.



