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Mark 8:1-13 Followers of Christ seek Christ not miracles

Today in our passage we are going to look at a story that is very much like one we just
saw a couple of chapters ago in Mark 6. Our passage is Mark 8:1-13 where Jesus once
again feeds a crowd of people with a small amount of the exact same food he fed them
with earlier- fish and bread. Let's begin by reading verses 1-10, where we see this
identical miracle take place as in the feeding of the 5000 men plus women and children.
8 In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat,
he called his disciples to him and said to them, | have compassion on the crowd,
because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. *And if | send
them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have
come from far away.” * And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people
with bread here in this desolate place?” ° And he asked them, “How many loaves do you
have?” They said, “Seven.” ° And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And
he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his
disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. "And they had a
few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before
them. ® And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left

over, seven baskets full. °And there were about four thousand people. And he sent them
away.'® And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the district
of Dalmanutha.

As | pointed out, the miracle that takes place here is very similar to the one we saw
earlier in Mark 6:30-44. Jesus takes some loaves of bread, this time 7 rather than 5,
and some fish, it just says there were a few, and feeds, in this case, a crowd of 4000
people. In some sense, | could just preach the same sermon that | preached several
weeks ago, but the Holy Spirit did not guide Mark to include both of these events just to
see the exact same thing in each one of them. Now of course there are similar principles
and truths that are common with both of these events, but rather than repeating the
same sermon, | want to quickly point out the points that | made previously that are still
applicable to this miraculous event. But then | want to move on and make different
application from our passage today. When we preached on this miracle of feeding in
Mark 6, we focused on the fact of Jesus’s compassion compared with the compassion
of the disciples. And we said they both showed compassion, but in different ways - one
was spiritual and one was physical. And we pointed out that the point of the passage
was that in Jesus both types of compassion were reconciled- the spiritual compassion
and the physical compassion- so that in Jesus, all their needs could be met. And we
noticed that the reason that Jesus could show perfect compassion meeting both
spiritual and physical needs was because of his power. For us this means that we need
His power to truly show biblical compassion towards others even today, so that it is
done in a way that they see and come to know Jesus Christ. All of those truths about
compassion remain true in this passage. Notice in verse 2 that Jesus himself says, | have
compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have
nothing to eat:- And once again we see Jesus’s power at work as the disciples bring him
the bread and the fish, and those small servings of food become enough food to serve
4000 people. We also pointed out previously that Jesus used the ministry of the
disciples to accomplish the compassionate work, but it was done through his power. It
was the disciples who found the food:--it was the disciples who gathered the food:-- and
it was the disciples who passed the food out. And the disciples’ ministry done in the
power of Christ was effective in meeting the needs of the people. The primary reason



that there are two separate miracles recorded that are essentially the same type of
miracle is in the recipients of the miracle. The first group of likely nearly 10000 took
place on the western side of the Sea of Galilee to a primarily Jewish crowd. Remember,
afterwards, they wanted to make him their earthly king which is how they thought the
Messiah would come. But this second group of people is most likely in the area of
Decapolis on the East side of the Sea of Galilee where Gentiles lived. In keeping with
what we saw in the last passage we looked at starting with the woman with a demon
possessed daughter, the Holy Spirit wants us to see that Jesus has the same
compassion regardless of whether the people are Jews or Gentiles. God’s compassion
extends to all.

Now, this is an important truth. But what | want us to focus on today, is the disciples’
response in this situation contrasted with what happens in the next 3 verses here in
Mark 8, verses 11-13. So let’s read these verses as well. '' The Pharisees came and
began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven to test him. ' And he
sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, | say
to you, no sign will be given to this generation.” > And he left them, got into the boat
again, and went to the other side. | had always heard this passage preached and in
many ways read this passage to show the disciples in a negative light since they had
already seen Jesus perform the same miracle in a similar circumstance. What was wrong
with them? They should have known Jesus could provide food for this crowd. But that
was really missing the way this event unfolded to the miracle taking place, and the
miracle’s place in the text right before the Pharisees who looking for a sign.

There is one significant difference in the way the miracle comes about between the
feeding of the 5000 and the feeding of the 4000. In the feeding of the 5000 the
disciples go to Jesus and say the people need food, and it is in Jesus’s response to their
compassion that the miracle happens. But here in the feeding of the 4000 Jesus himself
goes to the disciples and sets in motion the miracle that takes place. Now here is what is
significant about this. The disciples do not respond to Jesus and say, “well just do
another miracle!” You would think that after seeing the other miracle happen, they would
have responded in just that way. They would have wanted to see another miracle take
place. As | mentioned this has often been looked at as a lack of faith on the part of the
disciples. But | don't believe, and the Bible doesn't indicate that this is a lack of faith.
Remember in the boat when the disciples are confronted with Jesus walking on the
water, in their amazement Mark points out the hardness, the lack of faith, of their
hearts. In Mark 6 at the end of verse 51 and verse 52, we read, And they were utterly
astounded, 52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were
hardened. Their response in that situation was a lack of faith, but here there is no
condemnation on the part of Jesus for them not immediately jumping to the miraculous
for a solution. In fact, what we see throughout the book of Mark is that the desire for
the miraculous is found only in those who oppose Jesus, not those who are truly his
followers. This is why the contrast with the Pharisees in verses 11-13 is important. The
pharisees were asking for a sign that he was truly who he claimed to be, the Messiah
and the Son of God. Of course, they would not have believed no matter what he showed
them. In fact, they had already seen him heal. They had likely heard that thousands of
people were fed on a few fish and bread. Their claim to seek a sign from Heaven to
prove to them his identity was disingenuous, and they had no plan to believe in him no
matter what they saw.



This difference between those who wanted a sign and those who did not shows us a
significant difference between those who truly understand what it means to follow
Christ and those who do not. Those who follow Christ will seek relationship over
miracles. The apostle Paul writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit addresses this
in 1Corinthians 1:22-24. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
The Jewish Pharisees demanded miracles because they could not accept that to be with
Jesus meant to fully experience God, because he was God come in the flesh. It is not
miracles or even tightly put together arguments for the existence of God that will
convince people to follow Christ. It is the preaching of Jesus Christ that brings people to
follow Jesus. Throughout Christianity today, we have lost sight of this truth. There are
churches all around this world proclaiming that miracles will happen and are happening if
you just have enough faith. They believe that to be a Christian, to be a follower of Christ
means that we will regularly experience the supernatural type of miracles that Jesus
performed in the New Testament. So, they hold healing services. They teach that your
lack of the miraculous is because you have a lack of faith. Starting in the 1980’s with
the signs and wonders movement which combined elements of traditional Pentecostal
beliefs in tongues with expectations of the miraculous in seeing the church expand and
grow, this gradually changed to become the New Apostolic Reformation. This non-
denominational specific movement has grown extremely fast, and is now promoting
worldwide its ideas and beliefs. These beliefs include looking to its various group of
leaders in various churches and networks as Apostles with the same supernatural
abilities to perform the miraculous as Jesus himself and the first apostles had. In the
book, God'’s Super Apostles, Holly Pivec and Douglas Geivett of Biola University,
describe these leaders like this. 7//s leadership sees itself as having the divine authority
and spiritual power — used in spiritual warfare - to advance God'’s earthly kingdom so
that Christ can return. In the United States alone, at least 3 Million Christians are
involved in churches that would promote this type of immediate access through their
leaders to supernatural miracles and signs. | know that we are in a country where
evangelical Christianity is less than 1% of the population, and Japan desperately needs
to hear about Christ. But what we present as the Gospel, and how we present Christ
must reflect Biblical truth or the result will be false conversions and people turning to
flashy miracles of a human being rather than the God of the Bible. Matthew 24:24 warns
us, 24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.

This is directly tied to our passage of scripture today. If physical miracles were the
expected way for the follower of Christ to relate to God through Jesus Christ, then the
fact that the disciples did not seek a miracle should have been a lack of faith or even sin
on their part. But Jesus never treated it like that. Instead, he performed the miracle they
were not seeking, but were blessed to be a part of. That is the nature of all of Jesus’s
miracles. They are an incredibly wonderful but unanticipated activity on the part of
Jesus’s followers. So, any teaching that a human being, even if they are a so-called
apostle would have the ability to do them at will or that the miraculous could in any way
be affected by our faith or lack of faith is both unbiblical and ungodly. 1John 4:1 tells us
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. And when we compare



those who support the apostolic use of sign gifts and miracles today as to whether they
are from God, it does not stand up to the message of the Bible. In fact, they created
their own version of the Bible, “The Passion Translation”, which is not a translation in
any sense of the word, so they could twist the scriptures to fit more of their practices.
In regards to people who would encourage us to look at signs rather than Scripture,
which reveals God as He truly is, there is a strong warning in Deuteronomy 13 that
would apply. It clearly tells us that a miracle is not the sign of God’s work. Deuteronomy
13:1-3 says, “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a
sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or wonder that he tells you comes to pass, and if he
says, ‘Let us go after other gods,” which you have not known, ‘and let us serve them,” 3
you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams. For the
Lord your God is testing you, to know whether you love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul. Notice here that the miracle actually happens:--It’s real, but
yet we are told to reject them. The question is not do miracles actually occur, but
whether those that proclaim to do them are pointing people to God and to Jesus himself
or to a false version of Jesus that is closer to what the Pharisees and the random
crowds of people wanted. Our view of Jesus, our relationship with Jesus must be based
on a true understanding of Him. Brothers and sisters, this book, this Bible, the Word of
God is the supreme standard of who God is. It is how Jesus himself is revealed to us.
There is no modern miracle or prophecy or any other sign needed to know Jesus Christ.
We go to Scripture to find Jesus, and we preach the Bible to reveal Jesus to others.
Jesus says, no sign will be given, because no sign is necessary. He has come::-and
before the book of Mark ends, he will die and then rise again. And from our place in
history, we look back on the one who came not to perform miracles of physical healing,
but to perform the ultimate heart surgery, by dying and rising again to give us a new
heart, a new life, a new relationship with God our Creator. Jesus wants disciples who are
looking for him, NOT for his miracles. Jesus wants followers who point people to Himself
and not to any version of their own spiritual or supernatural power. Don’t be misled into
thinking that you are experiencing some version of Christ’s power and miss Jesus Christ
himself. Let’s pray.



