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Psalm 96 Corporate Worship declares the glory of God

Today we are beginning a short summer series on corporate worship. We will be working
our way through 6 different Psalms over the next 7 weeks, with a break for VBS. And in
each of those Psalms we will see a different aspect of worship, and specifically think
about why we do what we do in our gathered worship service each week. When | use
the term corporate worship, | probably need to define it for some of you. | like the simple
definition that 9Marks uses which says, corporate worship is a congregation’s act of
praising God together through the forms and elements commanded and exampled in
Scripture. Today, our first Psalm we want to look at at is Psalm 96. Psalm 96 is one of
the psalms that does not have a superscription that opens it telling us about the author
or the purpose. It is simply a hymn of praise to God, which focuses on his glory. This is
the perfect place to start any study on what it means to worship God as the gathered
church. In fact in our church vision statement, we tried to make it clear that glorifying
God is our first and highest priority of everything we are trying to accomplish at YIBC.
We exist to glorify God by prayerfully equipping followers of Christ through the Word of
God to serve each other in loving unity regardless of language or culture and reproduce
in new believers and new churches. H7z U7z 5 (&, SEPXXULDWEAIICHNHDST, LT
BZzEH>TEZEW. —HLU. #fiDbZzdbs, BEEZEBULTHFVRMNDEFZEEZ DI EICK
D, Ffe. 1ZIR - FURRZEBULBESSIUHUWEBRZEMCTZEICK ST, BORNKZE
RIKELTHFET D,

Let’s turn to Psalm 96 this morning and explore what it means to say that our worship
declares the glory of God. Let’s begin by reading verses 1-3.

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! ?Sing to the Lord, bless
his hame; tell of his salvation from day to day. ®Declare his glory among the nations, his
marvelous works among all the peoples! It is not accidental or unimportant that a Psalm
extolling the glory of God begins with singing. While singing is not the full extent of
worship, and it is incorrect to call just the musical part of a service, worship, we do use
our voices in Corporate worship to his glory. Notice that it’s not just singing that is
focused on here. The Holy Spirit through the Psalmist says, Sing to the Lord::- but also
tell of his salvation, and finally, Declare his glory--- So this is more than singing as we
use our voices. We use our voices in singing but we also use our voices to recite
catechism that rehearses the truth of scripture and the gospel. In other words by that
simple use of our voices, we are telling of his salvation! Rehearsing the gospel is a key
part of declaring God’s glory. The fact that God who created the universe, and created
all humanity, planned from before time began to provide a savior who would save
rebellious humanity from our sin is the primary reason that we as God’s people have
reason to give glory to God.

If you are joining us for this worship service today, and have not accepted Jesus Christ
as your Lord and Savior, then we want you to hear every week in gathered worship the
truth from the Word of God as seen in Romans 3:23 that ---all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God:-- We want you to know whether through the catechism, or songs or
preaching that your sin brings you under the wrath of God as John 3:36 makes clear. 36
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. But we also want it to be clear that
reason we gather to glorify God is that the gospel really is good news - that God loved
us even while we were under his wrath and sent a Savior to provide salvation from that
sin. John 3:16 tells us 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that



whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. But this message of
salvation is not just for unbelievers. For those who gather here and make up the church,
the Body of Christ, we need to be reminded of this message regularly, so we need to be
“telling of his salvation.” When we are reminded of the love of God and the grace shown
us through Jesus Christ, then we can have no other response than to worship God.
Rehearsing the gospel deepens our appreciation of what God has done for us, and fuels
our worship and glorifying God.

Of course, one of the primary ways we are to do that in our gathered worship is through
singing. That is very clear from this passage. So our singing should be proclaiming the
gospel - all the gospel. Our music should lead us to reflect not only on God’s love, but
also our sinfulness, even God’s wrath towards sin. We should be singing songs that even
help us to understand what Biblical themes like justification mean. Songs help us to
commit those truths to memory in a way that even preaching is not as able to do. How
many times do you have a song come to your mind that you have heard and sung in
gathered worship that reminds you of a truth about God, something that encourages
you, comforts you, perhaps even convicts you? Most people have far more songs
committed to memory than verses of scriptures. So, how we do do music in the
corporate worship setting can help us as a church to best incorporate the power of
those songs into our everyday lives. Notice that this starts off with the words, sing to
the Lord a new song--- This does not mean that we should not be singing anything other
than the latest worship hits. It means that the songs we sing should reflect music that
we can sing in a relatable way that fits our time and culture. Now, that leaves a pretty
wide scope of music. But there are songs that are hundreds of years old that are still
very singable by today’s standards and have words that we can still understand, so they
are still new in that sense. So, yes, we use music that is mixed between older and newer
styles, but most importantly is singable by the average person. There are lots of songs,
both Christian and non-Christian, including some intended to be worship songs that are
basically unsingable by the average person, although we enjoying listening to them. That
is the style of music we should avoid in worship. But that gets into a whole different
sermon coming later, when we talk about how worship involves the entire congregation.
But for now, when thinking about singing, in addition to proclaiming the gospel clearly
and in a fresh way through scripture based lyrics, we also need to recognize that we
need to be able to learn those songs. There are literally thousands of hymns and songs
that have deep God honoring messages and lyrics that would faithfully point people to
the Glory of God. But our minds can only remember a few of them. So, one of our goals
should be to make sure that the worship songs we use get sung enough so you can
actually learn them. If you haven’t realized it yet, we have a song list of roughly 120
songs that we rotate through, occasionally dropping one and adding another. | heard on
a podcast, although | haven’t been able to confirm it from his own interviews, that Keith
Getty, the author of hundreds of worship songs, said at his own church where he leads
worship, he only has a rotation of 50 songs.

Of course when we think about singing that declares the glory of God, that also leads us
to think of how we sing. The goal is exalting God not the ones leading in singing from the
front. All of our musicians and singers are incredibly talented, but when they lead in
worship you will notice they don’t put the focus on themselves and their ability. Mark
Paisano could definitely play some guitar riffs that would amaze you with his talent and
Migiwa and Maiko could blow you away with their talent on the piano and | could say



similar about all of our musicians; but they intentially use their gifts in such a way that it
helps the congregation focus on the words we are singing, not the musicians leading. If
church music exalts human skill, it is not worship. And unfortunately that can show up in
some songs by their association with a particular artist or church in such a way that it
could detract from the glory of God. And if we place those churches or performers in a
spotlight in worship and they are known for teaching that violates the very Word of God
that we are supposed to proclaim in our worship of God, then we must reject them for
corporate worship. | know that some of you are familiar with 2 or 3 of the very large and
very well known musical companies from mega churches and have recognized that we
do not use any of their songs in our worship. The reason is that while several of their
songs may lead us to truly and passionately glorify God in worship, their association with
the ministries behind those songs is so strong that it could be seen as acceptance of
those ministries and agreement with their theology. | know that there are plenty of
churches and pastors who disagree and even some of you may not agree, but Elders are
to carefully guard the teaching of the church. If it hasn’t been clear yet, songs and
everything they represent provide a profound level of teaching in the church, so we
must do everything we can to choose the best of those songs for use in corporate
worship, that do not distract and take away from the glory of God in any way.

That was a long section on singing, although the main focus was on using our voices to
worship God. But why should we use our voices in this way. It is commanded of course,
but the Psalmist goes on in verses 4-6 to give us two incredible reasons why God is
deserving of all the glory in our worship. 4For great is the Lord, and greatly to be
praised; he is to be feared above all gods.

®For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
®Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
Everyone on this earth worships something. Even those who claim to be atheists worship
something. In our culture, we see dramatic evidence of that with temples and shrines
and statues that claim to embody the spiritual beings often referred to as gods. But
there are other “gods” that are not so visible. There are gods of education and money
and political power and sex and entertainment. So many things that people give their
heart and lives in the service of. Those are all false gods. But what we need to realize
first is that the God of the Bible is above all of these other things. He is great! We use
this word pretty easily. That was a great game. That was a great meal. But God is truly
great on scale that we are unable to comprehend in our human understanding. His
greatness is so vast and superior to anything that would get our worship and attention
here on earth for the simple reason that everything we see and experience only exists by
his own creative acts. So the second aspect of why we glorify God above all is that he
made the heavens. Why not say the earth? Because the heavens include the earth and
the universe that we can explore, which is of course much more now than when these
words were written. And yet everything we explore in the vastness of our universe
simply sits before him like a canvas in front of an artist who has painted that painting
exactly as he desired it to be. That is ultimate strength and when we see the world and
universe around us, it should cause us to see that it displays his beauty alongside God’s
strength. That alone should drive our worship and bring us to glorify our God.

But not only do we use our voices in Corporate worship to his glory, but the Psalm
writer goes on to describe how giving is a part of our corporate worship in response
to his glory. Read verses 7-9. ' Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to



the Lord glory and strength! ® Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an
offering, and come into his courts! * Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
tremble before him, all the earth! Now of course,we only see one clear reference to
bring an offering, which of course is giving in worship the way we think of it. But this
word ascribe also means to give. But there is a reason that the writer of this Psalm does
not just say, “give.” This word by itself, would mean something like, “come on, come on.”
So it’s a strong call to join by giving glory to God. “Come on, let’s give God glory and
strength---let’s give God all the glory that he deserves!” And now part of that worship is
to give offerings. Later in our study, we will be looking at Psalm 112 which focuses
strongly on giving, but let me begin this series by pointing this fact out:--that worship is
tied to giving all throughout scripture. | think | probably downplay it too often because |
don’t mention it enough. But part of our worship is giving of tithes and offering to God.
And its not like the giving at a shrine where you throw a 100 yen or a 500 yen coin in
seeking good fortune from the “gods.” We give from the blessings that he has provided
for us in order to give back to him in worship and acknowledgment that all we have is
due to his greatness and glory. We don’t come empty handed before the God of the
universe. We come into his presence with offerings that declare by our actions as well
as our words the worth of our God.

But finally this Psalm ends with words of warning. Now this would seem to disconnected
from the rest of the Psalm in certain ways. But what this shows us is that evangelism,
including warnings of God’s judgment, is part of declaring God’s glory. Look at verses
10-13. '°Say among the nation, “The Lord reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall
never be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.” " Let the heavens be glad, and
let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;'? let the field exult, and
everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy "*before the Lord, for
he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and
the peoples in his faithfulness. John Piper opens his book “Let the Nations be Glad” by
saying Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church, worship is. Missions exists
because worship doesn’t. Everything we do in this worship service when we gather is to
call people to worship. We call people to glorify God with every part of their being. If you
are a Christian, then this service is all about you joining your voice and your hearts
together with fellow believers in worship of our God. And if you are not a believer, then
this worship service is a call for you to become a worshipper. All creation worships God.
The only part of creation that fails in its worship is us. And so, our call to you who may
be onlookers of our worship is to say that there is a rightous and holy God who we will
all stand before in judgment one day. But our God is a faithful God sent his very son,
Jesus Christ who “is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them,” as Hebrews 7:25 tells us. We
declare the glory of that God who is able to redeem you from sin and restore you to
your intended position as a son or daughter of God himself and a true worshipper with
the rest of his creation. Let’s pray.



