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Romans 5:8 God loves you

It was such a great joy to once again be able to have Vacation Bible School here at
YIBC. We had a fun week that you have already heard a lot about, and really enjoyed
spending time with the children and many of the parents as well. Our focus for the
entire week was around one big idea, that we are on a journey to find the treasure. And
the treasure hunt the children were on is summarized in the key verse we have learned,
Romans 5:8. But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. God loves us, all of us-:which means God loves you! What does it mean that
God loves us? Our idea of love can be pretty weak. We love sports. We love food. We
love this book or that tv show. And those loves are fickle and can change by the day.
There are loves that should be more permanent in our lives, our spouse, our children---
those are loves that should carry lifelong commitments. But even in those cases, those
relationships can break and the love we proclaim for those other people in our lives can
fail. But this is the difference we see in God’s love. If there was ever a reason for
someone’s love to have cause to be withdrawn, it is God’s love toward us. As we taught
the children this week, what sets this God, the God of the Bible apart from every other
being that people claim to worship as a god is that this God is the Creator of
everything and the lover of everything that he has Created.

The Bible teaches that this God created the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, and
most importantly he made them to reflect his glory...to be like little mirrors of himself.
The first book of the Bible, Genesis 1:27 tells us this, So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. With
humans created in the image of God to reflect the glory of a Creating God who spoke
the universe into existence, you would think that humans would have continued in every
way to glorify this God and enjoy the relationship they had with Him. Unfortunately, the
first humans failed to give God glory by doing the one thing they were told not to- eat
fruit off a certain tree. This changed everything and from that time on, all humans who
came after Adam and Eve, which is all of us are born in disobedience to God and not
perfectly reflecting God's glory as Adam and Eve originally did. We call this
disobedience sin. In the New Testament book of Romans, we are told that this first sin
was passed on to us, making all of us born after those first two humans, sinners from
birth, by our very nature. Romans 5:12 says, 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the
world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because
all sinned. So, why should God love us. He created us, but his creation rebelled against
him, and now all of us are naturally in rebellion towards him, and fail to bring him glory
by our thoughts, words, actions and attitudes. This is the Bible’s definition of being a
sinner. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.” The
fact is that this sin that all of us deal with puts us under the wrath of God. God must
punish this sin. Romans 1:18 says, 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth. The Bible describes the ultimate punishment for sin under God’s
wrath as a place called hell where those who reject Jesus Christ will spend eternity in
conscious torment for their sin. So not only why should God love us, but how does God
love us if he has promised to punish us for our sin? The answer to that question is right
here in Romans 5:8 and explained more fully in John 3:16, 16 “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. When the Bible says, “God SO loved the world” here in John 3:16 and
“God shows his love for us in that:--” in Romans 5:8, it is saying that this is the manner



in which God loves us. The way he shows us his love that is greater than all the sin that
we have done, is through this one incredible act of love. He sent his son, Jesus Christ.

If sending Jesus Christ was the way God showed us his love, then we have to
understanding who this man, Jesus Christ, is. Of course, our verse in Romans 5:8 tells
us that the way God shows us his love is that “---Christ died for us.” So, however this
shows God’s love, it must be an incredibly strong commitment he makes to us, because
death is the strongest commitment of love one can make. To die for someone is the
highest act of love for a person. Many people have died for other people in the past.
There is a sense that those who die in war defending their countries are dying on behalf
of those living in that nation who they are protecting. Almost everyone recognizes
heroism and likely some sense of honor in dying for another person. But Jesus’s death
was different. Going back to John 3:16 that tells us “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Jesus was given for the world in such a way that anyone from anywhere who believes in
him would have a benefit. Other sacrificial deaths may have benefitted one loved one, or
even one entire nation; but Jesus’s death in some way benefits the entire world, and
everyone who has ever lived anywhere in it. How can that be? How can a death that
happened 2000 years ago benefit the entire world? And how does that death show us
God’s love.

We already established the fact that all of us have sinned against God. He is our creator
and has the right to determine what brings him glory and what doesn’t and therefore
what sin is. That is our greatest problem. It separates us from our God who created us
and we are told loves us. It creates a break, a ZURE in Japanese between us and our
God and condemns us to an eternal destiny of being under God’s wrath. Jesus’s death
did the impossible, it made it possible for that break to be mended, for us to be made
right with our creator in spite of that sin. Another passage in the Bible, Ephesians 2:13-
14 assures us of this truth. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility. How did Jesus
do this? In Jesus Christ, God provided a path to forgiveness for our sin. Jesus Christ
who was God the son, both God and human, perfectly glorified God. He never sinned.
But he spiritually took on our sin, and willingly died on a cross to take the punishment
for that sin that we deserved. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, For our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Jesus
had to be without sin in order to save us. Let’s say that you and | are out on a boat, and
for the sake of illustration our boat develops a hole and sinks and we are floundering in
the water trying not to drown. If both of us could not swim, but | came over to try to
rescue you from drowning and swim with you to the shore, we would probably both
drown. What we need is someone to rescue us who is not trapped in the same
circumstances as we are. We need someone who is a strong swimmer or someone who
is in a boat and not fighting the water themselves. This is who Jesus is to us. He is one
of us, but was never trapped in the same problem of sin that all of us had. So when he
died on the cross, his death was not simply the result of any of his own sin. If any of us
were to die for anyone else, our death would simply be the just reward of our own sin.
But Jesus took our sin on himself. God the Father gave God the Son, Jesus Christ ..For
our sake, as 2Corinthians 5:21 just told us. He loves you so much that he sent Jesus
Christ to die for your sins on the cross, and when we recognize and repent of our sins



and accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior by believing he died for us, then we are
saved from our sins. We are forgiven for them and restored to our rightful relationship

with God, our creator. The book of Acts 16:31 puts it simply, Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved.

And make no mistake he did all this while we were still sinners. As our verse Romans
5:8 tells us, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. God isn’t asking you to
somehow clean yourself up into a moral person before you come to him through Jesus.
In fact, you can’t do anything to establish your own morality, your own righteousness. In
the Bible, the book of Isaiah describes righteousness our best and most moral actions
apart from God as still being like filthy dirty clothes. Isaiah 64:6 says, We have all
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. Most of us don’t
like to think of ourselves like this, like God sees us. We are educated, smart, loving
husbands and wives, good parents, honorable law-abiding citizens, and hard workers at
our jobs. That’s what we tell ourselves to avoid seeing that we have committed sins that
God says he hates. In the Bible, God reveals to us who he is and lays out his
expectations of what brings him glory. And one of the earliest commands he gives us in
the book of Exodus 20:3 God tells us, 3 “You shall have no other gods before me. Not
only do we have many false gods represented all around us in shrines and temples that
some of you may be guilty of worshipping, but there are far more false gods in the
hearts of all of us. We worship the god of greed thinking that if we have enough money
it will fix everything. We worship the god of education thinking that the right school can
make our lives worthwhile and us honorable. We worship the god of family. Families are
a wonderful gift from the true God, but having wonderful children and the perfect
spouse will not bring ultimate satisfaction or overcome the presence of real sin in your
life. God is your creator. It is His glory that all of us have failed to live up to because of
sin. But it is his love that sent God the Son, Jesus Christ to live a fully sinless life, and
die on the cross as a righteous sinless sacrifice in our place, taking God’s judgement and
wrath against our sin on himself. And it is God who offers to give us Christ’s own
righteousness when we repent and accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and our Savior.
Based on that righteousness, we are forgiven, because Jesus has already taken our
punishment for us. This is what it means when the Bible says, But God shows his love
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

In Japanese, the Kaniji for righteousness is Gl (). It is made up of two kanji stacked on
top of each other. The bottom kanji is WARE (). It means |. When we use the personal
pronoun, “I”, we are talking about ourselves. It is speaking of ourselves and how we see
ourselves. | is who | am. But then we see the second kanji stacked on top of “I” or me.
That kanji is HITSUJI (). This kanji means sheep. Now here is why this is important. In
the Bible, Jesus is called the lamb of God. When he is first introduced to us in the New
Testament, that is his title. In the gospel of John, chapter 1, verse 29 we read, The next
day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!” Many thousands of lambs were sacrificed over and over
again in the Old Testament, the first part of the Bible. They were anticipating and
picturing the sacrifice that Jesus would make on the cross. That is why in the New
Testament, he is now referred to as the lamb of God. And when the sacrifice of that
lamb is applied to my heart, only through his sacrifice, am | then made righteous. | have
no idea if this was understood when the kanji Gl (&) developed, but it is a beautiful



picture of how we can be made righteous in God’s eyes. Only by being found in Christ’s
righteousness, that comes to us when we repent of our sins and believe in the one who
died in our place on the cross to show us God’s love and restore the relationship with
our creator, can we be made righteous. The only question that remains then is, what will
you do with Jesus? You can reject him or remain indifferent, and both of those options
keep you as a sinner in the eyes of God. Or you can accept him and the salvation he
offers by repenting of your sin and trusting him as your Lord and Savior, and be
forgiven of your sin against your creator and restored into a relationship with the one
who made you in his image to reflect his glory. Let’s pray.



