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Psalm34 Corporate worship involves personal worship

Do you like coffee? Or do you prefer tea? | drink coffee every day. | have several flavours of
coffee at home. But | can’t really tell the difference in taste. | choose which one to drink based on
a label, like Mocha or Mandheling or the colour of the package, depending on my mood during the
day. | sometimes even ask my daughter Ai to choose. You could say | “know” about coffee, but
you cannot say | am “tasting” it. What is the difference between “knowing” and “tasting”? The
difference is whether you know something as head knowledge or by heart as a personal experience.
In today's passage, Psalm 34, David invites us to personally “taste” (or experience) the fact that
the Lord is the One who is gracious and the One who saves us, and to praise Him together. So,
let's take a look at the passage.

"l will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. > My soul makes its
boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. * Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us
exalt his name together! Reading this, you might think this is a general call for worship, like saying,
"The Lord is worthy of our praises; | will always praise the Lord." But this is David's personal praise
based on his personal experience with the Lord. David wrote Psalm 34 when he escaped King Saul,
who tried to kill him. When he was about to be discovered by Saul, the Lord provided him with
wisdom and faith, and he was able to escape from Saul. This is depicted in 1 Samuel 21:10 to
22:1. "° And David rose and fled that day from Saul and went to Achish the king of Gath. " And
the servants of Achish said to him, “Is not this David the king of the land? Did they not sing to
one another of him in dances, ‘Saul has struck down his thousands, and David his ten thousands’?”
'2 And David took these words to heart and was much afraid of Achish the king of Gath. *So he
changed his behavior before them and pretended to be insane in their hands and made marks on
the doors of the gate and let his spittle run down his beard. '*Then Achish said to his servants,
“Behold, you see the man is mad. Why then have you brought him to me? '°Do | lack madmen,
that you have brought this fellow to behave as a madman in my presence? Shall this fellow come
into my house?” 22:1 David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. David was
led to praise the Lord because of this personal experience, which convinced him that he was saved
and strengthened by the Lord. (Let’s continue with verses 4-7.) *| sought the Lord, and he
answered me and delivered me from all my fears. ° Those who look to him are radiant, and their
faces shall never be ashamed. ® This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out
of all his troubles. " The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.
Verse 4 begins with "I", which refers only to David, but later in the verse, it uses plural forms such
as "those who look at him” and “those who fear him”. In other words, it is not just a praise for
David's personal salvation (but a praise for the salvation of many). Further, verse 7 is written in
the present tense: "The Lord delivers them", (not the past tense.) This indicates that David’s
praises are not just praises for the specific support that he received in 1 Samuel 21, but praises
for the Lord’s omnipresent attributes, such as His wonderfulness and His mercifulness, that He
always supports those who fear Him.

Last week, we had VBS. We do VBS every year because we want the children in Yokohama to
know God. During VBS, we give testimony. We share the wonderful news of Jesus Christ with
those who do not yet know Him so that they can experience God. As in the VBS, David wants
others to experience the goodness of God as he experienced God himself. Verse 8 says °Oh, taste
and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! David uses the term
"taste" here. As | mentioned in the example of coffee at the beginning, he is saying that knowing
“Who the Lord is” as head knowledge is not enough, but we need to experience Him with our
hearts. We can read Bible commentaries or memorise Scripture to accumulate our bible knowledge.
But if it is only about the bible knowledge, we can never beat Satan. So how can we “taste” God?
David goes on to tell the Israelites, “I will teach you the fear of the Lord”. Let’s read verses 11 to
14. " Come, O children, listen to me; | will teach you the fear of the Lord. '* What man is there who
desires life and loves many days, that he may see good? '*Keep your tongue from evil and your
lips from speaking deceit. '* Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. We cannot



experience the wonder of God's work and salvation by cramming knowledge; instead, we can only
do this by fearing the Lord. In other words, we “taste” the Lord. Going back to verse 3, David calls
us to “praise His name in unity” in verse 3. He is saying, “let us exalt his name together!” He is
calling us to taste the goodness of the Lord and to praise His name together by bringing our
personal praises to Him. This is what it means when we say, “corporate worship includes personal
worship.”

David now moves on to call for action on the part of the people of Israel so that they can “taste”
the goodness of the Lord. The action that David is calling for is not like a transaction in the market
or giving something in return for what God has done for us. Let’s read verses 15 to 18. *The
eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and his ears toward their cry. '® The face of the Lord is
against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the earth. " When the righteous
cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. '® The Lord is near to the
brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. Because of His love, our Lord is always with us.
He is listening to us, watching over us and supporting us in the midst of our suffering. His love is
not only directed to the people of Israel. It is also directed to us who live in 2024. David also says,
“The Lord --- delivers them out of all their troubles.” | am sure everyone here faces various troubles
in this world. Our suffering comes in different forms, such as personal relationships, work, or
health. | face many troubles myself. But what is the most significant trouble in our lives that we
must prioritise and put the most effort into solving? Yes, that is our sin, our rebellion against the
Lord. The Lord hears the cries of our suffering caused by our sins. At the same time, He judges
those who do evil as they do not deal with the sin problem. His judgment is eternal as it says, "to
cut off the memory of them from the earth." No one can escape this judgment.

So, what is the solution to such a severe and serious sin problem? There is nothing we can do.
The only solution is redemption through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Psalm 34 starts with David
praising the personal support he experienced. Psalm 34 ends with David praising the redemptive
work of our Savior, Jesus Christ. '*Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers
him out of them all.  He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken. ?' Affliction will slay the
wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. * The Lord redeems the life of his
servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. This is the conclusion of David's
praise in Psalm 34. David calls us to fear the Lord, praise and worship together by bringing our
personal experience and gratitude for the redemption and salvation work that our Lord Jesus
Christ has done on the cross. David isn’t the only one saying this. Apostle Paul tells the same
thing in Ephesians 5:19-21. "Yaddressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, ?° giving thanks always and for everything
to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, ' submitting to one another out of
reverence for Christ. The context in which these two passages were written are very different.
But our Lord is omnipresent. In every age, the Lord loves us and has His eyes and ears upon us.
In every age, His desire is for us to fear Him, draw near to Him, and receive His salvation as a
personal gift.

Have you personally experienced redemption and salvation from sin through Jesus Christ? If you
have, please bring your personal experiences and thanksgiving to worship and praise the Lord
together. If you have not yet experienced it, please pray and seek it. If you have any questions,
please come to Pastor Ben, Pastor Hiro, Pastor Grant, the deacons, and Bible study leaders like
me. Then, let's worship the Lord with our personal experience and thanksgiving for receiving
salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us pray.



