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Mark 9:2-13 The Followers of Jesus know the glory of their Savior

Today, we return to our study from the book of Mark on what it means to “follow
Jesus.” Back in June when we took a break from this study, we had just finished looking
at the climax and turning point of the book of Mark. That occurs with Peter announcing
in Mark 8:29, 29 And he asked them, “But who do you say that | am?” Peter answered
him, “You are the Christ.” Following that declaration, Jesus tells them clearly about his
coming death and resurrection, because he wanted to teach them how to think about
Jesus, how to think about himself. Because what was very clear is that even though
Peter gave the right answer, he didn’t fully understand who Jesus was. We saw this in
Peter’s response in Mark 8:32-33. ---And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man.” Jesus’s goal in Mark 8 was to correct how we think about Jesus and how we
understand his nature. In Mark 9, Jesus’s goal is to allow them to not just HEAR
about, but to SEE his true nature. That is what is revealed in this event when these 3
followers of Jesus experience the glory of their Savior. Let’s begin at verses 2-4 with
the account of the event that happened. 2 And after six days Jesus took with

him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he
was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no
one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and
they were talking with Jesus.

We call this event the transfiguration, which means a change of form or appearance. In
Jesus’s case, his change of appearance allowed Peter, James and John to get a glimpse
of his full Heavenly glory. - his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on
earth could bleach them. Mark is the only Gospel writer to give us an exact number of
days- 6- between the events of the previous chapter and the transfiguration. There
seems to be a likely reason he does this. This along with other details like being on a
mountain, like the brightness of God’s glory as it is revealed:--they point to a connection
with Moses’s experience on Mount Sinai. In the Old Testament when God made a
covenant with the people of Israel through Moses that we call the “Mosaic Covenant,” it
began with a 6 day period of God’s presence before the people on the mountain. We
read about this event in Exodus 24:15-18 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and
the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst
of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire
on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the
cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and
forty nights. Moses is one of the few men recorded in Scripture to have personally come
very close during his human life to the very presence and glory of God. This experience
of God’s glory was different than even the experience of the disciples and others as
Jesus was physically in their presence. Remember, Jesus is and was God, but had
willingly become human, “became flesh,” as the Bible says in order to become our
Savior. John 1:14 tells us, And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. So,
to walk with Jesus physically on earth was not to experience his glory in a physical way,
but to see him in his humanity. To the average person, he looked just like any other
human male. In fact, he may not have been a particularly handsome man who would have
attracted people by his looks. When the Prophet Isaiah describes the Messiah, who is



revealed to be Jesus in the New Testament, he says in Isaiah 53:2, For he grew up
before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or
majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. So, in his
normal human state, those around Jesus surely experienced God’s glory in being near
Jesus, but not in a way visible to onlookers seeing with their eyes.

But now, Jesus gives his inner circle, these 3 disciples the chance to experience the
glory of God in the way that Moses himself had when God revealed himself by giving the
law, the 10 Commandments and establishing a covenant with the people of Israel. Jesus
must have introduced Moses and Elijah to the three disciples, otherwise how could they
recognize them? At this point, the disciples believed Jesus was God, or at least it seems
that way through Peter’s words of the last chapter. But now to see His true glory
revealed right in front of them. Can you imagine what that must have been like? When
Moses spent time with God, his face became so bright from God’s glory directly shining
on him that the people of Israel asked him to wear a mask because it scared them. And |
can imagine that this is that same level of brightness and glory that the disciples are
exposed to now. For most of us, the response would be an overwhelming sense of awe
and even fear seeing this happen. Sometimes in the face of the unknown some of us are
just dead silent or try to run away, while others tend to talk without really having any
idea of what to say---but just needing to say something to break the tension of the
event. This is of course our friend, the disciple and apostle Peter. Let’s read starting in
verse 5 the response to the event of transfiguration. 5 And Peter said to

Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one
for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is
my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw
anyone with them but Jesus only.

Peter as usual just has to say something. He generally acts as a spokesman for the
group of disciples, and in his fear, he didn’t know what to say, so he made what seems
to be a ridiculous suggestion to build three tents. Clearly, he didn’t understand the
nature of this moment. In a Jewish sense, Peter’s suggestion is actually understandable.
God dwelled in a tabernacle or tent with the Jews in the wilderness while the Israelites
wandered around on their way to the promised land. But the Israelites did not grasp and
neither does Peter that God does not live in earthly temples, and his intention was to
dwell on earth in a different way through Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul makes this
clear in his sermon to the Athenians in Acts 17. Acts 17:24-25 says, 24 “The God who
made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in
temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed
anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. When
we connect that idea of God not living in human houses, and then look back at John
1:14 again which says, And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us-:- That word
“dwelt” literally means “pitched a tent.” God dwells or lived among us in a human way,
not through a tent or tabernacle, but through Jesus himself who took on flesh to
become human so we could fully experience his glory. We experience all the glory of God
not through a physical experience of seeing like the disciples, but by repenting of our sin
and accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. Jesus unites us to God the Father
and we experience God’s glory in a spiritual way now, and in a physical way in eternity.



There is another clue here in these verses about the nature of God’s glory. God the
father’s voice comes out of the clouds in the same way it happened at Jesus’s baptism.
When Jesus was baptized in Mark 1:9-11 we read, 10 And when he came up out of the
water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on
him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you |
am well pleased.” Here at the transfiguration, God the Father now speaks again and
says “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” Peter was so focused on what to say and
do in light of God’s glory that he missed the opportunity to listen to Jesus. Can you
imagine the conversation between Jesus and Moses and Elijah? The man who personally
received God’s law on Mount Sinai, the prophet who called down fire from heaven in
response to the false worship of Baal, and God the Son himself. I’'m sure the
conversation that was happening at that time was not on any trivial matters related to
life here on earth. Moses and Elijah had come from Heaven itself, the place of God’s
dwelling and were talking to the eternal God of the universe who while fully human is
also fully God and had created the world they now returned to. And just like with Moses
on Mount Sinai, God showed in the encounter that his glory could never be contained in
any kind of earthly dwelling. God’s presence on Mount Sinai was seen by Moses in the
clouds and the voice of God the Father comes down out of the clouds in this event of
the transfiguration. So, the clear connections between the two events show that Peter’s
request in addition to being a misplaced way of dealing with his fear, more importantly
misses the significance of God’s glory. In the presence of God’s glory, we worship in
fear of God, not work to earn his favor. Peter immediately thought what could he do,
while God said, listen to the Savior.

And just as unexpected as the event begins, the transfiguration comes to an end. Moses
and Elijah leave to return to their place in their eternal home in Heaven with the Father,
and only Jesus remains. While the transfiguration on the mountain focused on the
connection to God’s glory as Moses experienced, the trip down the mountain focused on
Elijah. Let’s read versees 9-13. 9 And as they were coming down the mountain, he
charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the
dead. 10 So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the
dead might mean. 11 And they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must
come?” 12 And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore all things. And how is
it written of the Son of Man that he should suffer many things and be treated with
contempt? 13 But | tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they
pleased, as it is written of him.” This is the very last time that Jesus commands to keep
silent about his true identity. Again, we can say with certainty here that the command to
silence is related to his true purpose for coming. The disciples had gotten a taste of the
glory of God that Jesus would exist in for eternity after the resurrection. He left that
glory temporarily to come to earth for one purpose that could only be revealed in his
death and resurrection. In 1Timothy 1:15, the Apostle Paul tells us that purpose. 15
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners—of whom | am the worst:-- Jesus’s purpose was to save sinners,
and that would not be accomplished by simply showing his glory. It would be
accomplished by dying on a cross and then rising again so the whole world and not just
3 disciples could learn of his glory and true identity as God the Son. That glory would
not be revealed until after his resurrection which of course must come after his death.
His purpose was his glory, but his glory would be revealed through his death and



resurrection that would provide salvation for all those who follow him by repentance of
sin and believing in Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Elijah was clearly on their minds after seeing him with Jesus in person, and so changing
the subject in a way, they ask about Elijah and Jesus uses their question as an opening
to reinforce what he is saying about his death. Since they had seen Elijah, it naturally
occurred to them that this may be what the Scribes, the religious scholars were
referring to when they taught on the Old Testament. Jesus confirms that this
understanding is correct in the first part of verse 12, 12 And he said to them, “Elijah
does come first to restore all things--- This is based on Old Testament passages like
Malachi 4:5-6. “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome
day of the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the
hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a decree of utter
destruction.” But unlike the religious teachers who taught rightly that the coming of
Elijah would precede the coming of the Messiah to an earthly throne, Jesus tied the
appearance of Elijah with a Messiah who would suffer many things and be treated with
contempt in verse 12.

Even after seeing God’s glory revealed in such an incredible way, the disciples were still
clinging to a misunderstanding of what he came to do as their Messiah. His glory would
not be revealed by dwelling in an earthly tent or even a castle or a palace. His glory
would be revealed by the Son of Man, a title for the Messiah, suffering and dying for our
sins. In the same way, the one who actually was the prophesied return of the prophet
Elijah, John the Baptist experienced as he was killed by beheading. Jesus is referring to
that when verse 13 ends, Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as
it is written of him. Like John the Baptist before him, Jesus would be put to death, but
his death would accomplish what no other death could. Romans 5:19 says, For as by the
one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience
the many will be made righteous. Jesus’s obedience was his death on the cross. That
death displays his greatest glory because just like he was resurrected from the grave,
when we repent of sin and follow Jesus as Savior and Lord, his grace is extended
towards us, a sinner, who is under a death sentence, but receives life through the
righteousness of Jesus Christ given to us. But too many times we are so focused on
what we can “do” as a Christian that we fail to really grasp how glorious our Savior is.
Like Peter, we run to the first available way we can serve him, rather than listening to
him, learning from him, basking in his glory and becoming more and more like him. That
doesn’t come from doing---it comes from being. Being with Jesus::-reading the Word of
God that reveals him to us-:-spending time in prayer::- being with the people of Jesus as
we gather for worship and learning to be disciples together in the church. Why are so
many of our Christian lives no different than those of non-Christians around us?
Because instead of our life with Christ being one of experiencing his glory shown to us in
the gospel, it has become something we do - go to church, go to Sunday School, pray
before a meal:-- But we have neglected the most important thing, listening and spending
time with Jesus so that we fully experience and get to see the glimpses of his glory that
we can see as his disciples. Let’s pray.



