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Mark 10:1-16 The Follower of Christ is Committed to Family

Today’s passage is all about family. In Mark 10:1-16, we see family addressed in 2
different ways, both in marriage and divorce and in the presence of children. If there is
an area more under attack in todays social structure across Western and Asia societies
than family, | don’t know what it is. Whether it is the transgender revolution that is
sweeping across the world and pushes its agenda a little more silently in Asian
contexts-:-Or the fact that depending on the nation, 40-50% of marriages end in
divorce:-- or the lack of a commitment to marriage at all that we see as more and more
young people put off marriage later and later or not at all--- or we see the assault on
pregnancy and children in general as abortion rates have risen to 61% of unintended
pregnancies ending in abortion - 73 Million unborn human children every year. So, when
Jesus takes the time on his journey to Jerusalem, where he is going to pay for the sins
of humanity of the cross, to address the issue of family, it must be a rather important
thing for his followers to understand and seek the mind of Christ on.

Let’s begin by reading verses 1-12 of Mark 10 and see the first way he addresses
matters of family by addressing divorce.10 And he left there and went to the region of
Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his
custom, he taught them. > And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” *He answered them, “What did Moses command
you?” * They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her
away.” ° And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this
commandment, But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and

female.” " “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife,
®and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two but one flesh. ° What
therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” "> And in the house the
disciples asked him again about this matter."" And he said to them, “Whoever divorces
his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, '“and if she divorces her
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” Jesus is continuing on his journey
towards Jerusalem and has moved closer to his destination. As usual, the crowds had
gathered and he is teaching. And again, we see this teaching take shape in response to
the religious leaders, specifically the Pharisees asking questions intended to get him into
trouble with the people and find a reason to criticize him. The text tells us they asked
this question to “test” him. In fact, they already had certain beliefs on the issue. Jewish
law allowed divorce and no faction of Jewish life believed it should be restricted. Where
they disagreed was on what grounds divorce should be allowed. The Pharisees believed
in nearly unrestricted divorce so it could happen for almost any reason, including such
for reasons as shallow as wanting a more attractive wife. So, Jesus was not going to
change their minds. But Jesus does respond to their disengenuous question and uses
the Old Testament law to show God’s heart on the significance of the marriage covenant
to him. While we may come down with some disagreements between Bible believing
Christians on the issue of divorce, what is clear from this passage, is that divorce in
God’s eyes is a very heavy and weighty thing in his eyes that should not be a regular
occurrence. There is no place for simply treating marriage as a disposable thing to be
easily walked away from.

There are three core aspects to Jesus’s argument here that should make divorce a
difficult choice for a follower of Christ. The first part of his argument is based on when
we first see divorce addressed in the Bible. Verses 3-4 show us this. °He answered



them, “What did Moses command you?” * They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a
certificate of divorce and to send her away.” The Pharisees answer to Jesus is based
on Deuteronomy 24:1. It says, “When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she
finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes
her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, and
she departs out of his house--- Notice the Pharisees answer is a bit different and less
nuanced than what God has said through Moses in Deuteronomy. As | pointed out, they
were of the belief that took this passage and said any divorce is acceptable, just write a
certificate of divorce for any reason and you can kick your wife out. Remember at that
time, there was no recourse for the wife. Everything in society was basically stacked
against women and even those charged who were most religious acted the same way.
But we need to see Jesus’s answer to see why their response is not proper to God’s
command on divorce in Deuteronomy. Verse 5 says, °And Jesus said to them, “Because
of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment:-- This passage was not
giving carte blanche permission to divorce at will. The pharisees looked at it as
permission, whereas Jesus looked at it as restrictive. Knowing that a divorce would
affect a woman far more severely than a man in society, but that men would seek to get
a new wife, the Deuteronomy passage actually forces a process that should make it
more difficult and hold a man more accountable should he seek to leave his wife. It would
force him to list the reasons on an official divorce certificate as to why he was seeking
divorce. And notice the Pharisees did not point out the whole passage in Deuteronomy
where it clearly says, the husband “has found some indecency in her:--” There were
other stricter interpretations of this passage in Jewish society that said this would only
apply to a situation of adultery, but the Pharisees had greatly expanded the idea of
indecency to mean anything the husband did not like about his wife. So, rather than limit
the reason for divorce, the Pharisees used this for permission to divorce whenever and
however they wanted to. So, by forcing them to answer from the Old Testament, Jesus
is first pointing out that divorce from the beginning was to be limited and not normal.

But then Jesus’s answer continues by looking at the reason divorce was intended to be
the exception rather than the norm. Verses 6-7 say, But from the beginning of creation,
‘God made them male and female.” * “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother
and hold fast to his wife, °and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer
two but one flesh. ° What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Jesus’s second argument for the sacredness and permanence of marriage is based
on the fact that marriage itself is instituted or established by God as part of his
creation. It is linked in creation with our very creation as male and female. So when
humans think a court or a government establishes marriage or dissolves a marriage, we
are misunderstanding marriage. Just because the government says 2 men or 2 women
can marry does not make it a true marriage, and we are lying to ourselves by calling it
that. When a man or a woman decide they do not really think they are truly a man or a
woman and begin to change themselves and call themselves by the opposite gender,
they are lying to themselves about who they are. Gender and sexuality are determined
by God himself, and ultimately express themselves in the two opposite sexes being
joined in marriage. So to treat marriage lightly or as something that we can just leave
when it gets difficult is to misunderstand the foundation of marriage. Marriage is a man
and a woman joined together by God, so we must not separate those two except for the
most extreme of circumstances.



But then there is a third part of Jesus’s response in verse 11 where Jesus says,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, “and if
she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery::- Any response
from the Pharisees is not recorded for us, but the disciples wanted to know more about
what Jesus was saying, because this was so different than what their society was
teaching. So, in response to the disciples Jesus now goes even further. Now, we could
look at this as some Christians have and say, “look, no remarriage after divorce ever.”
That may be what Jesus is saying, but he definitely wants us to consider the serious
nature of divorce, but even in Deuteronomy, a divorce meant that it freed a person to
remarry. But what is important is to understand is that in Jewish society, a man could
never wrong his wife and commit adultery against her. He could commit adultery against
another man, by sleeping with that man’s wife; but that act was not considered adultery
against his own wife. So, again Jewish society was twisting God’s ordained plan for
marriage and absolving the man of any guilt while allowing him to sin towards his wife
and God. Of course, Jesus isn’t saying only a man could sin, he says that in the divorcing
of a husband or wife there is the possibility that both are committing sin, not just the
wife. | say possibility, because there are other passages where the Bible seems to
indicate that there are some divorces that do not cause the one divorcing to sin. In
Matthew 5:32, Jesus says, But | say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except
on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery. This indicates that divorce is allowed (although not
commanded) for adultery or any sexually immoral behavior. 1Corinthians 7 seems to
indicate that abandonment of the marriage is grounds for divorce when it talks about an
unbelieving spouse. 1Corinthians 7:15 says, 15 But if the unbelieving partner separates,
let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to
peace. There is also a case that can be made from Scripture for abuse. No one should
be expected to put themselves or their children in physical danger. So, taken in light of
the rest of Scripture, Jesus does not seem to be condemning all divorce, but he is
saying that men and women are held to the same standard. Jesus is actually greatly
elevating the status of wives and women in general in this statement.

So Jesus first addresses the wrong understanding of marriage in the Pharisees, but
then Jesus addresses a different issue of family in response to the Disciples
misunderstanding of children. Verses 13-16 say, '° And they were bringing children to
him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. " But when Jesus saw it,
he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them,
for to such belongs the kingdom of God. " Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” '° And he took them in his arms and
blessed them, laying his hands on them. | mentioned in an earlier sermon that children
did not receive the same affection as children today. Childhood was something for
parents to endure, and society to put up with, from birth to adulthood at which time
they could be accepted as a person with value. Again, we see the disciples responding
with an attitude influenced by their society rather than by Christ. And again, the
Christlike response is acceptance and love for these children. They are not to be looked
on as a nuisance or a stage of life that is to be endured, but to be loved and received as
a gift from God. Every child in this world is an image bearer of God to be cherished.
That is why the sin of abortion is so horrible. When we kill a human being, a defenseless
unborn baby, and never even give that child a chance at life outside the womb, we are



treating the image of God in that child with contempt. The highest level of contempt -
murder.

In accepting these children, though, Jesus is also showing parents what our goal is in
raising children. It should be to point them to the kingdom of God. Just as our marriages
are not simply disposable relationships, our parenting is not simply getting them to
adulthood, which is what Jewish society thought. It is pointing them to the kingdom of
God, which comes through salvation in Jesus Christ. Parents, our most important goal
for our children is not a good education or excellence in a sport or music or even a good
spouse at some point or safety and health. It is to disciple them to know and follow
Jesus. That is the way we enter God’s kingdom and God has given parents the
opportunity to do that for their children. The church is here to assist, but the church’s
job is not to disciple your children, that is your job. But there is a broader point Jesus is
making with these children that applies to all of us. Just like the previous case where
Jesus holds up a child as an example of faith, the point here is not to see a child-like
faith. It is definitely also not to see a child-like innocence as some have suggested, in
fact we are all guilty of sin. Romans 3:23 says, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God-:- This includes your children. The point is their helplessness. The word
for children here may likely mean babies or toddlers. These are very small children who
can do nothing for themselves. This is how we all must come to Christ. When we look at
the children in our homes as parents or here in the church or out in town, our response
should be to see ourselves before our God in the same state as that child. We need him.
We are helpless without him. Our sin prevents us from knowing that our God loves us,
just like a baby doesn’t yet fully understand how much those parents love her.

So in the family structure itself both in marriage and parenting, our families are to show
Christ to the world. Ephesians 5 that we won’t read clearly shows the husband and wife
relationship as reflecting Christ’s faithful love for his church. And here children show
that in order to become part of the Bride of Christ, one of his followers and disciples, we
must come to him recognizing our own inability to do anything worthy of his acceptance
because of our sin. So to divorce or to neglect parenting is to dishonor the image of
Christ in our families. So, | want you to ask yourself, will you take the easy way out in
your marriage or in your parenting. Will you seek relief from a difficult marriage through
what may be permitted or that you can twist into permission in your mind like the
Pharisees? Or, will you commit yourself to honoring God and obeying Christ by seeking
at all costs to fulfill the charge given to us by Jesus that °What therefore God has joined
together, let not man separate.” There is forgiveness for past sin. There is recognition in
the Bible of a spouse’s sin that leads to a divorce. But there is also hope for healing
found in Jesus Christ when we commit ourselves to our spouse and to our marriage
because we are first committed to Christ. And there is hope for parents who desire to
lead their children to Jesus. Don’t give up on parenting them in a way that prioritizes
Christ. Don’t let the world set your priorities as a parent. Let’s make our marriages and
our families truly show the image of Christ to those around us as we seek to follow our
Savior in every aspect of our lives. Let’s pray.



